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INTRODUCTION FROM MR KNIGHT,   

PRINCIPAL 

 
Dear parents and carers, 

 

I am delighted to welcome you to the latest version of our newsletter. I am 

hoping that it not only highlights all of the great things our wonderful students 

are doing but also signposts where we are hoping to get to as a school over 

the next few years.  

Alongside a focus on our academic studies, we have been working hard on 

our enrichment offer and this is something we will grow and build over the 

coming years. Educational Enrichment accounts for everything which Ark 

Acton Academy undertakes outside the classroom to nurture the talents and 

passions of our students. The depth and breadth of our enrichment offer in 

firmly rooted in the psyche of Ark Acton Academy specifically, but also more 

broadly within the ambitions of Ark Schools. For many of our students, their 

most formative memories of school life will be shaped outside the classroom 

and on the stage, the games pitch, or trekking to remote places.  

The Educational Enrichment goals of Ark Acton Academy 

Our EE goals are; 

•Every student will have the requisite knowledge to take part in and help 

 shape the national discourse.  

 

•Every student will have exposure to opportunities which feed their aspiration  

to have the role in society they want and in doing so make a positive  

contribution to society.  

 

•Every student will develop an appropriate respect for the breadth of  

humanity which makes up modern day, global London. 

I hope that you enjoy reading it.   

 

Yours 

Oli Knight 

Principal 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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        UPCOMING EVENTS 

      School opens 

        Monday 24th February 

 

 

      BTEC Mocks Fortnight Starts 

      Monday 24th February 

  

 

         Year 13 Mocks Fortnight Starts 

      Monday 24th February 

 

 

         Year 9 Options Interview Starts 

       Tuesday 3rd March 

 

 

        Year 9 Options Evening 

       Thursday 5th March 

        

                World Book Day  

Wednesday 5th March 

   

         Drop Down Day 4 

       Tuesday 31st March 

          

 

          Parent questionnaire sent out 

           Monday 16th March 

 

          

           Celebration Assemblies 

            Thursday 2nd April 

 

         

         Last Day of Term 

          Thursday 2nd April 

 

 

         Easter Break Starts 

          Thursday 2nd April 

 

           Staff Inset Day 

        Friday 3rd April 

 

        Easter Holidays 

          Thursday 2nd April-Monday      

          20th April 
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HOW DO I MAXIMISE MY CHILD’S 

POTENTIAL AT ARK ACTON? 

What is BFL? 

 

We are pleased by the rise in standards of behaviour in lessons and around 

the Academy.  As you are aware we expect very high standards of behav-

iour.  Whereas behaviour has improved, we feel that the student’s behaviour 

for learning (BfL) still requires development.  Behaviour for learning is much 

more than sitting still, listening and being compliant.  Our behaviour policy is 

designed to ensure that any detentions are for behaviours which are not 

good for the student’s learning.   It doesn’t necessarily mean that a student is 

badly behaved, or ‘naughty’, but rather, they need to more of a model 

learner.  BfL encompasses the following 3 key points: 

 

Relationship with self-ensuring the student knows they are at school to learn 

and grow in confidence.  They must believe that they can learn and progress 

as well as any other student in the country regardless of background and  

circumstance. 

 

Relationship with others- ensuring they work well with teachers, support staff 

and peers is an important factor in a child’s learning.  This will help prepare 

them for group work and to progress in their education and the world of work 

in later life. 

 

Relationship with the curriculum-at AAA we understand each child has  

different rates of learning and differing needs which impacts how well they 

access the curriculum.  The education we offer students is under constant  

review to ensure that we are aiming to allow all children to learn in our 

knowledge rich curriculum. 
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HOW DO I MAXIMISE MY CHILD’S 

POTENTIAL AT ARK ACTON? 

Parents and carers play a huge role in supporting Ark Acton Academy’s drive 

towards improving BFL.  Here’s what you can do to help: 

 

Read with your child to help them gain a love of reading.  Reading and  

literacy allows them to access all subjects. 

 

Enrich their cultural capital.  Take them on day trips to museums, parks and 

partake in other activities with your child. 

 

Speak English in the home for those who have another mother tongue.  The 

more practice a child has in speaking English the greater their literacy levels. 

Ensure the expectations and standards you expect from your child at home 

are high and you accept nothing less.  In addition, support our behaviour  

policy at all times. 

 

Ensure we have the correct contact details on our system at all times, allowing 

us to ensure strong lines of communication are in place to support your child. 

Attend all meetings that we request to support your child’s progress. 

 

There is support available for parents through our school.  Please contact your 

child’s Head of Year to enquire about what can be offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Phillips, 

Vice Principal  
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

(SEND) 

Homework club: Takes place in ICT 2 at 3:30-4:30 on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday. It is open to all year groups and we have access to computers.  

We saw a big influx of new students attending homework club following our  

Academic Review Day in January, which was great! Congratulations to all students 

who have attended this half term.   

 

Lunch club: Runs in Graphics on every lunch time except Thursdays. Current favourite 

games are Uno and Jenga. If you have any unused board games at home, please 

consider donating them to Ark Acton Academy’s Inclusion Lunch Club – our students 

would be very grateful!  

 

Interventions 

Our Speech and Language Therapist from Ealing has been running group  

interventions for students in Year 7, 8, 9 and 10. We have been offering word learning 

groups and social thinking groups, and this will continue in to the new half term.  

We have welcomed a new Clinical Psychologist from the Clinical Psychology in 

Schools Team and she has hit the ground running with providing invaluable support to 

students and staff throughout the half term.  We have also been working closely with 

Ealing’s Behaviour and Intervention Service to provide additional, tailored support for 

some students.  

 

Training  

We are committed to continuing the professional development of staff in the Inclusion 

Team and some of our TAs have been lucky enough to attend a course at Spring  

hallow, Ealing’s specialist school for students with Autism. The knowledge and advice 

from this course have been shared with the whole Inclusion Team as we strive to  

continually develop our skills in supporting students with Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities at Ark Acton Academy.   
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 PE 

 Year 7-9 

How does regular exercise affect your overall health and fitness and improve 

your performance? 

 

Year 10 GCSE:  

What movements can take place in each plane and axis, and how do levers 

contribute to movement? 
  

Year 11 GCSE: 

Why are some performers influenced to take drugs in sport? 
 

 

NETBALL 

The four girls’ teams are training hard every week and are mostly doing very well. 

The year 10 and 9 teams remain unbeaten in the Ealing leagues and are looking 

for promotion next year. Congratulations too on their wins against Featherstone 

High school last week. The year 8 team have their Borough Tournament next 

week and we wish them well. Year 7 continue to consolidate their team and will 

play their rally next half term. Well done to the commitment all the girls have 

shown. 
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 PE 

Lacrosse 

On Wednesday 29th January, the Ark Acton Ladies Lacrosse team were able to 

spend a fantastic afternoon watching two of the top universities, UCL and  

Imperial College, play against each other. The match was an intense rivalry 

which we were lucky to experience. They learnt the difference between a ‘draw’ 

and a ‘check’, and loved how much shouting is involved – luckily our girls are  

already fierce in practice! On the spare lacrosse pitch, we had some first  

time shooting practice…the girls all wanted to take turns being goalie and,  

although I admire their enthusiasm, they are yet to experience the  

consequences of being hit with a lacrosse ball – a strong bruise and heavy  

headache! 

  

After the game had finished, there was an opportunity to speak to the Imperial 

team, who had successfully won their game! The team chatted with the girls and 

gave them advice like cradling with their left hand and talked about how, for 

some of them, this was their first game. Imperial also took part in a drill with the 

girls and encouraged each pass and shot, the girls held their own poise every 

time when running back to pick up the ball and not giving up.   

  

I was extremely proud of the team for engaging with Imperial College like  

professional players and perhaps showing off some better cradling skills, too!  

Well done to them all for coming. Next stop will be a draw, goal and winning 

match. 
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SCHOOL CLUB 

The range of clubs available at lunchtimes and after school has expanded this 

term and there are lots of varied activities for the students to take part in. New 

clubs are being added all the time and we would encourage all students, as part 

of their AAA citizenship passport, to become involved in at least one per week.  

Details can be found on the website. 

 

FITNESS CLUB 

 

A big shout out to all of the students that have been attending fitness club each week. 

Your effort and enthusiasm to lead a healthy active lifestyle is fantastic. Multiple students 

have seen massive changes in their fitness levels through sheer commitment and  

determination.  I am impressed with the support the students have been giving each 

other and the cross-year friendships that are being made. Keep up the good work! 

Remember you can attend fitness club on the following days, bring your PE kit and  

help choose a healthy active lifestyle: 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

KS4 only All year groups All year groups 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  
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SPORT RELIEF 

We are looking forward to celebrating Sport Relief this year and the PE  

department are busy planning activities for the week (9th-13th  March). Watch this 

space for ways to get involved in raising money for great causes. Please come 

and find Mrs Clarke if you have any ideas of how to get involved in raising money 

to take on poverty and injustice in the UK and across the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

Currently, the students are working hard on their fitness for their day walk in the 

Chilterns in a couple of weeks. A few students have fallen by the wayside, but 

most are persevering, and I am confident that they won’t get too lost when we 

venture into the countryside! A big thank you to all the staff who have  

volunteered their time to help me with this expedition, without whom the  

event wouldn’t be able to take place. 
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ACTON CHARACTER PASSPORT 

 

The ACP (Acton Character Passport) was launched with students this term. 

Please encourage Your son/daughter to get involved with the extracurricular 

opportunities on offer at school. They will use this passport to capture and  

reflect on their enriching experiences. Miss Briggs 
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JACK PETCHEY 

A massive congratulations to Pearl Fernandes who represented our school at the 

Ealing Regional Finals which took place early February. Pearl delivered her speech 

at Greenford for the Jack Petchey speak out challenge. Unfortunately, she missed 

out on the top 3 places but still, she represented the school well and was  

confident in the delivery of her speech. Pearl is a great public speaker and we 

look forward to receiving her senior prefect application. Miss Briggs  
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DEBATE MATE 

 

 

Congratulations to our below Debate Mate Students who successfully  

competed in their first ever Urban League 1 debate in January. The students did 

‘exceptionally well’ and represented the school well! Mr Francis and Mr Casey 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

Year 7:   

French - What do young people like to do in their free time?  

 
Year 8:  

French – How did you spend your holidays when you were younger? 

Spanish- Would you rather spend your weekends with family or with friends? 

 
Year 9: 

French – What cuisine is better; French or Senegalese?  

Spanish – What do young people do when they meet up? 

 
Year 10: 

French – What is your dream holiday? Why?  

Spanish-Who is your role model? 

 
Year 11: 

French – What are my knowledge gaps? 

Spanish – What are my knowledge gaps?  
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MATHS 
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Year 

Group 

           Fertile Question 

7 What is the best way to find areas of compound shapes? Is it 

the most efficient? 

  

How can you accurately manipulate a shape? 

8 How do you make a profit or loss? 

  

How do we work out bank interest rates? 

  

9 What does the solutions of equations and solutions of  

inequalities represent? 

  

Looking at graphical solutions how can you tell that you are 

looking at an equation or Inequality solution? 

10 What are the differences between area and surface area? 

  

How would a packaging company link volume and area to 

minimise costs? 

  

How would companies use sampling methods to make  

business decisions? 

11 N/A – Topics selected based on analysis from January Mocks 

  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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SCIENCE 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


16 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE      

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Spring 2 

  

Spring 2 Spring 2 

Fertile question 

  

Can a computer be more 

intelligent than the human 

who programmed it? 

  

Fertile Question 

Can a computer be 

more intelligent than 

the human who pro-

grammed it? 

  

Fertile question 

Can a computer be more intelligent 

than the human who programmed 

it? 

  

Year 10 (Creative media) Year 11 computer science 

Spring 2 Spring 2 

Fertile question 

  

What techniques/tools I can use in an image-

editing software to create a digital graphic? 

  

  

Fertile question: 

Can I review a digital graphic for a given 

task? 

  

  

Fertile questions 

Can you penetrate security of a network? 

  

Fertile question 

How does my computer work? 

  

Fertile question 

What storage is in my computer? 

  

Fertile question 

Am I as logical as a computer system? 

Y13 A-Level: 

Unit 2 

Y13 A-level unit 

1 

AS (year 12) 

Unit 2 

AS (Year 12) 

Unit 1 

How all forms of data 

are represented as 0s 

and 1s? 

  

  

How Boolean algebra 

produce results? 

  

  

How to define big 

data? 

  

How TCP/IP Stacks is 

used to transmit data 

packets around net-

works? 

How to create a 

hashing algorithm? 

  

-How to avoid colli-

sions in hashing algo-

rithms? 

  

-What dictionary da-

ta structure is and 

how to construct one 

-Key/value pair? 

  

How all forms of data 

are represented as 0s 

and 1s? 

  

  

How Boolean algebra 

produce results? 

  

  

How the processor 

works? 

  

How TCP/IP Stacks is 

used to transmit data 

packets around net-

works? 

Why do we use 

while loop rather 

than a for loop? 

  

Why are subroutines 

used in program-

ming? 

  

What are the condi-

tions for invalid vari-

able names? 

  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
 

Year 10 Sociology: 

Is success or failure down to intelligence? 

 

Year 11 Sociology: 

Is Britain more meritocratic than other countries? 

 

Year 12 Psychology: 

Is Psychology a homogeneous discipline? 

 

Year 12/13 Sociology: 

Has the age of meta-narrative passed? 

 

Year 13 Psychology: 

What is schizophrenia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


18 

  

 

HISTORY 

 

Year 7: will be studying a unit on ‘Henry VIII break from the Rome’ 

 

Year 8: will be studying a unit on ‘The Slave Trade Triangle’ 

 

Year 9:  will be studying a unit on ‘Civil Rights Movement in America’e perpetra-
tors of the Holocaust? 

Year 10: will be studying a unit on ‘How has the history of medicine changed 

over time?’ 

 

Year 11: will be studying a unit on ‘Superpower relations and the Cold War, 

1941-91’ 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

KS3  

How does belief in an afterlife influence the way people behave? 

 

KS4  

What are the beliefs and practices that 

underpin Christianity and the tensions 

that undermine them? 
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MUSIC            

 

Year 7  

Melody : The Power of the Pentatonic 

How do we unpack the secrets of scales (major and pentatonic) and catchy 

melody writing whilst introducing the essentials of a good and sustainable  

keyboard technique? 

 

Year 8  

Rhythm :  West African Music - Djembe 

How do we per with increasingly complex rhythms, textures and structures and 

develop a secure djembe playing technique?   

 

Year 9 

Electronic Dance Music 

Texture and Technology 

How do we apply our knowledge of melody, rhythm and harmony to the 

world of electronic dance music and learn how to manipulate texture and  

exploit technology within a stylistic creative project? 
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Spring term Year 7: 

How do we use artist/
designer research to inform 
our own designs? 

  

Year 8: 

Why is it important 
to look at existing 
products before we 
design our products? 

  

Year 9: 

What does commer-
cial practice look like 
in the school work-
shop? 

  

Spring term Year 10: 

How do we inves-
tigate different 
polymers and un-
derstand their 
working proper-
ties? 

  

Year 11: 

How do we use 
feedback to in-
form and refine 
our design ideas? 

  

Year 12: 

N/A 

Year 13: 

Major develop-
ment in technolo-
gy and cultural 
changes 

  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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ENGLISH 

Year 7 - What is Shakespeare saying about love?  

 

Year 8 - How should power be handled?  

 

Year 9 - Why do Romeo and Juliet die?  

 

Year 10 - How successful is A Christmas Carol as a 

form of social protest?  

 

Year 11 - Revision of all literature and language 

content 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING         

“If we want our children to thrive, teaching them to read is not enough – they 

must learn to enjoy it.”  

Cressida Cowell, The Independent, 2018  

 

What did we talk about last time?  

I hope that you enjoyed the last morning reading update.  Last edition, we 

talked about making reading something that you do at home regularly and to 

enjoy exploring different books with your child.  I also shared some ways to  

entice and support your child to read more. Hopefully these were useful and 

you’ve used some already. I was reading an article in The Independent about 

how reading for the joy of reading is what we need to encourage.  Cressida 

Cowell, author of How To Train Your Dragon, kicks off the article saying “New 

research demonstrates just how crucial reading for pleasure is to children’s  

future mental health and economic success. As an author, I know that’s harder 

than it sounds.” There are no quick fixes for students who have low reading  

ages: so we must work together, home and school, to ensure we give them 

every chance in life to flourish. The 3 key parts were:   

 

• Try to make time to share books.   

• Take turns to read.  

• What to do when your child gets stuck!  
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TEACHING AND LEARNING         

What shall we read this Winter?  

These books have been chosen by children as some of their favourite. How 

about setting a New Year’s resolution to read at least one of these by Easter? 

The full Top 30 can be found here: The Independent's Top 30 Reads for Kids  

 

Acton’s Book of the Month  

 

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman (1995)  

Philip Pullman’s daemons, in his lavishly-imagined alternative world run by a  

sinister religious organisation, are among the most enduring creations of  

children’s literature. His themes are cosmic and vast, with a dizzying sense of  

possibility. His story is spellbinding, and, in Lyra Belacqua, he made a heroine at 

once appealing, spiky and enduring. You may have seen the TV adaptation 

this Christmas on BBC. It was awesome – but the book is always better!   
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KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS      

ONG PLACE FOR THIS YEA’S WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION, MACBETH.  

Students in KS3 and KS4 will receive their knowledge organisers for Spring 2 in 

their first week back after February Half Term.  These booklets will include the 

key information taught in Spring Term 2 for every subject. 

 

These booklets include the key facts, dates, events, characters, concepts and  

precise definitions that students will need to remember for a unit of work or  

topic. Securing this knowledge base will allow students to develop skills of  

understanding, analysis and evaluation in lessons more effectively.   

 

How to use knowledge organisers: 

The most effective use knowledge organisers is to use them to test yourself.  

The best method to adopt is ‘Look – Cover – Write – Check’. 

This means: 

 

 

Knowledge organisers, homework packs and homework guidance for the 

spring term can be found on our website under academic curriculum. 

look at one man’s  ambition and struggle for power. 
Auditions are open to students from all year groups, regardless of whether you study 

Drama  or have acted in the past. We are also on the look-out  
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE 

• Year 7 are still above the national average and is in the lead across the 

academy! Well done to the Year 7 team and Ms Murphy for maintaining 

these high standards. 

• Attendance is improving every week, so keep this up. Tutor groups to men-

tion are 9McKellen, 9Farah and 10King have made excellent progress over 

the half term so far. 

• There have been many shout outs in assembly for 100% and 5 lucky students 

from each year group were chosen for shout outs and given a skip the lunch 

pass queue. 

• The spring term is here the students need to be resilient in coming into school 

and on time. Please ensure you encourage your child to be healthy in the 

winter months and strive for 100% attendance each week. Go onto the 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/10-winter-illnesses/ for more ad-

vice on how to stay healthy in the winter months. 

• Letters have been sent home to highlight if your child’s attendance has 

dropped last week. If you can’t make the appointment please contact Ms 

Sooknanan to reschedule the appointment. 

• A polite reminder that there are no holidays during term time. If you want 

special leave you will need to apply for a leave of absence and this can only 

be approved by our Principal. 

• Attendance matters for every child. Improving attendance is improving your 

child’s life chances. 
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YEAR 7  

What a fantastic start to 2020 with the launch of Academic Review Day- it was great to 

see so many of you to attend. The year 7 team were very proud of the progress that 

many of our students have shown both academically and through their behaviour and  

attendance log. A big push this term from the Pastoral Team has been on student’s  

attendance- we strive for year 7 to have the best attendance within the whole school 

and so far we have won beyond leaps and bounds compared to the rest of the year  

groups- so well done to each and every one of you. I aim for every student to reach 

their academic potential and attainment here at Ark Acton Academy and to encour-

age every student to ‘aim to be green’ (Attendance figures between 95% and higher) I 

have launched a competition within the year group to see which tutor group has the 

highest attendance over the next term. The winner of this competition will win a very 

special prize. Let the competition begin… 

 

Also, a massive well done to all students who have been attending extra curricular  

activities during lunch time and/or after school. We have a wide range of clubs which 

we encourage all students to attend. This term three amazing students within the year 

group; Hana Hussein, Lexi Cartlidge and Sarah Eish took charge and opened a brand-

new club ‘The Ark Acton Eco Club’. These three students attended the Houses of  

Parliament to participate in the launch of the Great British Spring Clean. The UK’s  

biggest annual volunteering project every year more than half a million people take  

responsibility for their own environment by playing Britain’s best new sport: Litter picking.  

 

#WatchThisSpace 

 

A massive shout out to all of the students who joined the Lacrosse team who played 

their first game this term. Keep up the hard work. 

 

A final note from me; 

I want every year 7 student to try to become independent, responsible and focussed. 

Be ambitious and make the most of what Ark Acton has to offer. Year 7 is the stepping 

stone and foundation year- remember to try and always make the right choices and 

always being the best version of yourself. Every one of you has the potential to do 

amazing things. Believe in yourself.  

 

Miss Murphy 

Head of Year 7 
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YEAR 8 

Academy Review Day: 

I would like to thank all those who attended Academy Review Day.  It was a  

pleasure to meet you and share the progress your child has been making.  The  

impact of ARD is evident throughout the academy and enables our students to 

 really focus on making those required improvements. 

 
Kew Gardens: 

What an incredible experience and opportunity for the year 8’s to visit this beautiful 

West London landmark.  I would like to thank all the AAA members of staff who  

organised and supported the day.  Days like this one, with so many positive  

experiences available for our students, demonstrate the commitment of the  

staff to ensure that this is a reality for our students.  The Year 8 students were  

immaculate on the day.  I had numerous students approach me towards the  

end of the trip stating, ‘They did not know Kew Gardens could be so fun.’ 
 

Developments: 

As of the 24th of February, I will no longer head year 8.  I will be leading the current 

year 11 through the final stages of their GCSE's.  While I’m excited about this new 

opportunity, there is also a big part of me that is sad to be saying goodbye to 

amazing year group. I have enjoyed my time working with year 8 and value all  

of our shared experiences.  Thank you. 
 

Half Term: 

I wish all our families a lovely half term.  Keep safe and well. 

I look forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready for the second spring term. 

Preparation is key.   Prepare for your day at school and allow yourself enough  

time to get ready physically and mentally everyday. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Belgrave-Spence 

Head of Year 8 
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YEAR 9 

Congratulations Year 9 on an excellent start to 2020. Having officially taken 

over as Pastoral Leader for Year 9 in January I am so excited to take this year 

group forward, it has been a pleasure to work with so many bright, ambitious 

students and I hope that this year group can focus on the wonderful academic  

potential that all the students have.  

 

Academic Review day on Friday 10th January was a great success and it was  

wonderful to see so many parents in attendance discussing the academic  

progress with the year 9 team. 
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YEAR 9 

It would seem this half term that some Year 9 students have really found their 

voice and by that I mean the following students; Maslinia Salahuddin, Samra 

Ali, Stefanija Vasilevska, Musa Khalil-Rahman were selected by their English 

teachers for the Aim Higher Debate Higher trip to Roehampton University. 

The students took part in a parliamentary style debate with other schools on 

climate change, the debate lasted nearly 2 hours and our students were 

commended on their verbal skills and ability to make challenging and  

engaging arguments on a very important subject. 

 

Also a further congratulations to the following year 9 students for their  

impressive performance at their first Debate Mate Round 1 Urban League; 

Stefanija Vasilevska, Olivia Carmichael-Butcher, Rose Brennan, Long Vu,  

Isaiah Castro de Veiga. 

                 

Year 9’s have been involved in quite a few sporting events this half term. The 

year 9 girls netball team is currently top of the league and I’m sure they can 

continue their success throughout the year. The year 9 boys football team 

drew 5-5 with William Perkin and a big shoutout goes to Jamal Kironde for 

scoring a hattrick in that game. I would like to see more year 9’s join clubs 

next half term and continue to get involved in the large amount of  

extracurricular activities the school has to offer 

 

A final note from me; 

I would really like year 9 students to take a lot of time and consideration to 

their impending GCSE option choices. They have all been given booklets, so 

they can see what careers certain subjects can lead them to, this is a very 

important decision in their academic lives and one that should been given a 

lot of thought.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Birch 

Head of Year 9 
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YEAR 10 

Year 10, what a great way to start the term, you have made me proud. Not long 

ago I stood in assembly and ask you to push yourselves to be the best even through 

difficult times. I can truly say you have done so. We have had students take part in 

extra curriculum activates and represented the school in sports, keep it up. Year 10 

continue to work hard and never give up and rise to the top. In the famous words of 

Kobe Bryant ‘Everything negative – pressure, challenges – is all an opportunity for 

me to rise’. 

 

Head of Year 10 

Mr Davis       

YEAR 11 

 

There are 91 days remaining before Yr 11 start their GCSE exams.  Following the re-

cent mock exams the teachers have been completing a full review of each stu-

dents performance identifying areas for further intervention and support. The table 

below shows how parents can support their child at home.: 
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YEAR 11 

 

Attendance shows an incredibly strong correlation with a students final GCSE  

outcomes.  The graphic below shows the national link between attendance 

and success in English and Maths. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure that your child is completing the half term holiday homework 

packs that they have been given.  Year 11 students also have logins for  

Hegarty Maths, Seneca Learning, and My GCSE Science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


32 

 
 

SIXTH FORM 

Sixth form performance table for summer 2019 

 

We are pleased that our L3VA is +0.48 for summer 2019, this places us well 

above the national average. Only 5% of schools or colleges in England have 

achieved this. Well done to both staff and students for their hard work, this  

fantastic achievement shows exactly why Ark Acton Sixth Form is the natural  

first choice for those continuing to study after their GCSEs.  

 
University Offers  

 

We are delighted to hear all our students have received university offers with the 

majority of students have being offered at least one Russell Group  

university. Offers include Accounting and Finance at Manchester University, 

Sports Psychology at Loughborough, Biology at Imperial College London, Maths 

at Warwick, Psychology at UCL. We had six students apply for Oxbridge this 

year, and three students have been offered a place at Cambridge University, 

including an adjustment offer. We want to especially congratulate Livan who 

have been admitted to Harvey Mudd College in America. Livan will study Maths 

and Liberal Arts, his application was so Impressive he has secured this place with 

£250,000 financial aid.  

 

Congratulations to all Year 13 students. 

 
Ark Project Oxbridge 

 

Several students have secured places on the highly completive Project  

Oxbridge and Into Healthcare programmes. These students, selected  

because of their impressive academic records, will embark on a rigorous and 

rewarding journey that will hopefully culminate with them gaining spots on  

medical degrees or accepting a place at Oxford or Cambridge. The launch 

nights for both programmes were brimming with excitement as our students met 

outstanding students from other Ark schools, admissions tutors and professionals 

working within relevant fields. Students on the Oxbridge programmes will receive 

mentoring and workshops that will make their applications stand out and  

prepare them for challenging entrance interviews. Our budding doctors,  

dentists and nurses will be given access to work experience placements  

and training. Once again, Ark Acton students have a completive edge.  
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SIXTH FORM 

Chemistry lecture with  Nobel Prize winner, Sir Prof Greg Winter  at Harrow school 

 
We have been working closely with Lumina, an organisation that works with year 12  

students who are considering Oxbridge next year. A group of enthusiastic sixth form  

scientists attended an all-encompassing lecture at Harrow School with Nobel Prize  

winner, Sir Prof Greg Winter. Our students listened attentively before posing  

challenging and thought-provoking questions. The experience is invaluable, and  

students very much look forward to taking part in future activities. Watch this space. 

 
Access Apprenticeship schemes and Sky Apprenticeship insight days 

After the launch of apprenticeship at Google Academy last term, sixth form students 

are making the most of Spring term to learn more about L6 Degree apprenticeship. Hadi 

and Fayzan have been selected for the Ark Access apprenticeship schemes. They will 

make weekly trips to Capgemini and Bloomberg to master all the secrets to success in 

the apprenticeship route. Both students have been offered a place to read Accounting 

and Finance at Exeter University and Queen Mary.  A group of budding young  

apprentices from Year 12 have been attending Sky Apprenticeship Insight Days 

 to gain further knowledge in finance, Software engineering and technology.  

We will be celebrating the National Apprenticeship Week in March, and a special  

assembly will be delivered to the whole school. 

 
A List Scholar Ark programme 

After attending US Universities Information Evening in December at Queens Gate 

School, we have sixth students applied for the A list Scholar Ark Programme. Three of our 

Year 12 students had successfully gained a place with A List after a rigorous  

selection process. The programme is run by A List who specialise in US university  

admissions. The students will receive Individual advice and application support  

classes, ACT test preparation classes, and support securing funding for university in the 

US. They will also attend extra-curricular enrichment programmes at Queens  

Gate School throughout the academic year. Good luck to Akram, Sam and Aiysha 
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CHANGES TO THE PASTORAL TEAM 

STRUCTURE  

I’m delighted to announce some changes to the structure of the pastoral 

team, that we feel will benefit our parents and students.  Unfortunately, Mr 

Belgrave Spence will not be Head of Year 8 moving forward.  But, Year 8’s 

loss is year 11’s gain, and he will be seeing the year 11 cohort through to the 

end of their exams as the new Head of Year 11.  Miss Davis will be taking on 

a vital role within the academy as Attendance and Welfare lead.  This will be 

key in increasing the overall academy attendance rates.  And, we will be 

welcoming Ms N Peters to the team.  She joins us from Hammersmith and  

Fulham borough and has a wealth of experience in pastoral support.   

She will be coming to Acton from 26th February as Head of Year 8.  

 Please see a summary of the pastoral structure below: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Role Staff member 

Vice Principal/Designated Safeguard 

Lead 
Mr Phillips 

SLT Behaviour and Attendance Ms Sooknanan 

Deputy Designated Safeguard Lead Ms Butler 

HoY 7 (SLT Link) Ms Murphy (Ms Jacobs) 

HoY 8 (SLT Link) Ms Peters (Ms Kamboj) 

HoY 9 (SLT Link Mr Birch (Ms Sooknanan) 

HoY 10 (SLT Link) Mr Davis (Mr Summers) 

HoY 11 (SLT Link) Mr Belgrave Spence (Ms Light/Ms 

Stewart) 

Attendance & Welfare Ms Davis 

Behaviour Mentor Mr Ray Francis 

Interventions Lead Mr Ferguson 

Mentor Ms Campbell 
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