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INTRODUCTION FROM MR KNIGHT,   

PRINCIPAL 

 
Dear parents and carers, 

  

I am delighted to welcome you to the latest edition of our half-termly 

academy newsletter. This term always feels like a long one and I think 

all our students are looking forward to a rest over the holidays. We 

have packed a lot into this term and I hope you enjoy reading all 

about the exciting events and experiences we have run this last half-

term.  

 

When we are all relaxing over the break, please spare a thought for 

our Y11 students who will be spending much of their holiday period 

revising. They have a full set of mock examinations when they return 

and they are now in the lead-in to their real exams which start at the 

beginning of May. We have sent each of them home with lots of 

helpful revision to do to ensure they are in the best possible condition 

for the exams.  

 

In order that we can keep improving and delivering the best  

education for our young people, we are making some minor  

changes to the school day from January. This will not have an impact 

on when school ends but we will be keeping the gate open a bit 

longer in the morning. However, please do not use this as a chance 

to let your child leave for school later than normal. I have added in 

below the timings for the day – the main change is that we are going 

to have more time for reading in the morning and more time for  

assemblies. We believe that these two changes will really help us. We 

will be taking all students through this in the morning of Tuesday 

7/1/20.  

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

        UPCOMING EVENTS 

       INSET DAY 

        Monday 6th January 

 

        

         Sixth Form Interviews all week 

              Tuesday 7th January  

 

          

         Sixth Form Interviews all week 

              Monday 13th January  

 

         

       Academic Review Day 

         Friday 17th January 

 

           

     Year 11 Mocks Start 

       Monday 20th January 

 

        

      Year 11 Mocks End 

        Thursday 6th February  

            

            

           Year 10 Vaccinations  

          Thursday 23rd January  

 

                 World Book Day  

Wednesday 5th February 

 

                   

               Drop Down Day 3 

            Thursday 6th February  

 

 

        Celebrations Assembly 

          Thursday 13th February 

 

           

        Year 11 Mock Results Evening  

          Thursday 13th February 

 

        

    Ark Network Day: 

    School closed to students 

     Friday 14th February 
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INTRODUCTION FROM MR KNIGHT, 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming our students back to Ark Acton by 

0830 Tuesday 7/1/20. May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 

pleasant and relaxing break and to thank you for your continued 

support as we continue our improvement as a school.  

  

Yours 

Oli Knight 

Principal 

  

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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08:00 – 08:30 Gate opens to students & Breakfast Club    

08:25 Daily staff briefing    

08:35 Line-up    

08:40 – 09:20 Morning reading/PSHE/assembly    

09:20 – 10:10 Period 1    

10:10 – 11:00 Period 2    

11:00 – 11:20 Break 

11:20 – 12:10 Period 3    

12:10 – 13:00 Period 4    

13:00 – 13:40 Lunch    

13:40 Afternoon line-up    

13:45 – 14:35 Period 5    

14:35 – 15:25 Period 6    

15:25 End of day 

15:30 – 16:30 Enrichment/ sport/ staff training    

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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HOW DO I MAXIMISE MY CHILD’S 

POTENTIAL AT ARK ACTON? 

Arguably, the biggest means of support a parent can offer is to ensure their child  

attends school each day.  As I’m sure you’re aware, there is direct correlation  

between attendance and grades.  Even at year 7, low attendance can still reduce 

student outcomes in GCSE exams.  Once a child falls behind, they must work very 

hard to fill in the knowledge gaps missed through lost learning time and this can be a 

challenge for them. 

 

The academy can absolutely support strong attendance too.  Whilst not relenting on 

our very high standards of behaviour, we will support students to make decisions that 

are best for their future when they are at school.  We want our teachers to create a 

challenging and supportive environment that ensures students want to come to 

school and want to be the best version of themselves in and out of lessons. 

 

So, what is a legitimate reason for missing a day of school?  Whether your child  

truants a day or was genuinely  ill; they have missed a whole day’s learning and other 

students with a higher attendance will be more likely to get better grades and have 

greater prospects.  This may seem harsh, but it is a fact.  Obviously children do get 

sick and shouldn’t come to school if they are (really sick), but any lesson missed is 

missed learning.  As parents and teachers we all want your child to reach their  

potential, and all students regardless of their background, have potential to go to 

top universities should they wish.  This is something we all need to believe is possible.  

However, we know that students who have higher attendance will stand a greater 

chance of going on to have options of a university place and then higher earnings in 

life.   

 

Therefore, all students should have an attendance above 95%. Any lower can  

significantly impact their GCSE grades.  For example, 93% attendance, means 

around 2 weeks absent in a school year and 50 hours lost.  A similar annual average 

each year could result in a full quarter of a year of schooling missed by the time they 

reach year 11.  This will then have a significant impact on their GCSEs and result in  

almost a full grade lost in one subject.   

 

We’re delighted to reach the Christmas break with so many students still achieving 

100% attendance.  We very much appreciate the support parents give us and the 

children.  If you would like to know more about how to support your child’s  

attendance, please contact their Head of Year.  
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SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS AT  ARK  

ACTON 

It is important to understand that children are individuals and will have varying levels of  

pastoral needs.  It is always a challenge when trying to shift the culture of a school to find a 

balance between sanctions and support.  We have real clarity at Ark Acton about the  

standards we expect from our students and ensuring these are met will improve the climate at 

the academy and in turn increase the options for our students post GCSEs.  Already, there 

have been huge improvements in behaviour since September.  It’s important to understand 

though that the level of support has as much, if not greater significance in ensuring we move 

the academy forward.   

 

Punitive sanctions will demonstrate to a student that they have broken a rule, much like we 

might receive a parking ticket, or a library fine for returning a book late in adult life.  It’s been 

pleasing to see that the number of recorded incidents from September has dropped,  

demonstrating that students are understanding what behaviours are expected and what  

behaviours will help them to progress.  However, the support we give our students is vital to 

their development not just academically, but as a rounded and polite young person too.  We 

have worked hard since September to ensure that we are increasing the support for our  

students.   

 

We have an excellent Inclusion team led by Ms Lucas.  In addition to this, we have a strong 

pastoral structure with a non-teaching Head of Year for each year group and three mentors.  

I’m also delighted to announce that we have now secured support from the Trusted Spaces 

mentoring programme.  This is a government funded mentoring programme for two days a 

week, for the next year and a half.  Already the student feedback is very positive about their 

impact.  It’s pleasing to see that our menu of support on offer is increasing in quantity and 

quality.  I’d be pleased to hear from any parent/carer/acquaintance who may know of  

anything that we can access.  Please do get in touch if you do. 

 

Finally, I’d like to thank all of the parents and students for their support during this term of 

change.  The feedback from parents at our recent Y8/9 parent forum was overwhelmingly  

supportive for the direction we want to take Ark Acton.  Have a wonderful festive break. 

 

Mr Phillips, 

Vice Principal  

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

French 

Year 7 – Next half term students will be studying vocabulary around school subjects, 

telling the time and school activities.  

Year 8 - Next half term students will be studying vocabulary around holiday destinations 

and will be using different tenses. 

Year 9 – Next half term students will be studying vocabulary around technology and 

book preferences using a wider range of tenses.  

Year 10 – Next half term we will be applying the four skills to discuss holidays and  

preferences using an advanced range of tenses.  

Year 11 – Next half term we will be applying the four skills to discuss environmental 

problems and solutions. We will also continue to master our knowledge of tenses and 

exam techniques. 

  

Spanish 

Year 8 – Next half term we will build our knowledge of Spanish culture in the topic of 

Food. We will master conjugation and continue to use complex phases.   

Year 9 – Next half term we will be studying vocabulary around school and apply our 

knowledge as to how verbs are conjugated in a range of tenses.  

Year 10 – Next half term we will be applying the four skills to discuss home and town  

using an advanced range of tenses. 

Year 11- Next half term we will be applying the four skills to discuss environmental  

problems and solutions. We will also continue to  

master our knowledge of tenses and exam  

techniques.  
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MATHS 
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Year 7 Angles – identifying angles and finding angles 

  

Year 8 Angles 

Perimeter and Area 

  

Year 9 Construction 

Congruence 

Pythagoras’ Theorem 

Angles in Polygons 

Year 10 Algebraic Reasoning 

Geometric Reasoning 

Vectors 

Year 11 All Year 11 classes will have topics re-taught 

based on the question level analysis from the 

November Mock Exams. 

  

Year 12 PURE MATHS 

Straight Line Graphs 

Circles 

Trigonometric Ratios 

Trigonometric Identities and Equations 

Graphs and Transformations 

Exponentials and Logarithms 
APPLIED MATHS 

Measures of Location and Spread 

Statistical Distributions 

Probability 

Data Collection 

Hypothesis Testing 

Correlation 

  

Year 13 PURE MATHS 

Functions and Graphs 

Sequences and Series 

Binomial Expansion 

Parametric Equations 

Vectors 

 APPLIED MATHS 

Forces and Friction 

Further Kinematics 

Projectiles 

Applications of Forces 

Moments 

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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COMPUTER SCIENCE               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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Year groups Content 

Year 7 Studying Computational thinking and scratch  

programming 

Year 8 Studying Computational thinking and scratch  

programming 
 

Year 9 Studying computational thinking and Python  

programming 

Year 10 Creative imedia – Learning to create and develop 

digital graphics 

Year 11 OCR GCSE compute science:  studying  

programming section of the course 

Year 12 AS Computer science: Studying Fundamentals of 

computer organisation and architecture 

Year 13 Al –level computer science: studying Fundamentals 

of communication and Networking 

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Year 10 Sociologists will begin the education topic and set out to answer the critical 

question 'Is the education system really meritocratic?'. 

 

Year 11 Sociologists will continue with the stratification unit by examining the claim that 

inequality is both functional and necessary.  
 

Year 12 Psychologists will study the role of attachment in development and examine 

what happens when a child does not have a secure attachment.  
 

Year 12 Sociologists will begin to look at the research process and the role of a  

sociologist in addressing social problems.  
 

Year 13 Psychologists will begin the forensic psychology topic, they will examine  

explanations for criminal behaviours including murder.   

 

Year 13 Sociologists are will continue to study crime and deviance by asking how the 

process of globalisation has changed criminal behaviour and responses to it.  

 

SCIENCE 

 

Year 7  Will we ever know everything about space? 

Is everything in the universe made of the same ‘stuff?’ 

 

Year 8  How many organisms are on our planet? 

Why are metals so valuable? 

 

Year 9  How complex is the make-up of the human body? 

Will we ever run out of energy? 

 

Year 10  Why do organisms need glucose for survival? 

What is it to ‘think’ and can our body function without thought? 

How do theme parks use physics? 

 

Year 11  Revision for examinations 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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HISTORY 

Year 7 will be studying a unit on ‘Why was the church so powerful in the Middle Ages?’ 

Year 8 will be studying a unit on ‘To what extent did people’s lives change during the 

reign of Mansa Musa?’ 

Year 9 will be studying a unit on ‘Who were the perpetrators of the Holocaust’?ere the 

Year 10 will be studying a unit on ‘How has the history of medicine changed over 

time?’ 

Year 11 will be studying a unit on ‘Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91’ 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

KS3 have been evaluating if it makes sense to believe in God and next term they will 

embark on the sometimes challenging but also intriguing topic of life after death.  

 

Year 10 have completed their assessments on Islamic beliefs and practices and next 

term we will explore the world of Christianity.  

 

Year 11, remember to use your revision guide! We need to prepare for our mock exam 

at the end of January on Islam beliefs and practices and the themes.  
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GEOGRAPHY            

Year 7 geographers will be studying weather and climate. 

Year 8 geographers will be studying energy. 

Year 9 geographers will be studying the living world. 

Year 10 geographers will be studying managing resources.  

Year 11 geographers will be studying fieldwork and challenges of 

an economic world.  

Year 12 geographers will be studying superpowers and  

globalisation.  

 

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

In KS3, Art is on a rotational basis therefore, Year 7’s will be working on the topic of: 

Music in Art. How have artists used music to inspire their art work.    

Year 8’s will be working on: Landscapes. Exploring the use of oil pastels alongside the 

work of David Hockney's landscapes. 

Year 9’s will be working on the topic of: Identity. Exploring the work of the artists Chris 

Ofili and Alexander Calder and their interpretations as well as the students  

interpretations of identity within portraits.  

 

In the new year the KS4 students will have the Year 10 Art students starting on  the 

coursework topic of: Structures. The students will be exploring different areas of  

Structures and then venturing into their chosen routes to explore.  

 

Year 10 Photography students will continue to have practical sessions of taking  

photographs (technical and photoshoots). They will be developing their images 

through improved photographs or through different artistic methods. They will also be 

moving on to their next set of image analysis. 

 

Year 11 Art and Photography students will be working on their Externally Set  

Assignments. We currently do not know what their topics are (as they are not issued 

until January) although this will instantly be shared with the students once we are  

given the exam papers. 
 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


12 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
DT 

 

Year 7 

This term students will design and make a clock out of acrylic which are inspired by The  

Memphis design movement. students will focus on lines of symmetry, geometric shapes 

and gears, understanding how things work. 

 
Year 8 

This term students are making a wooden book box inspired by their favourite book.  

Students analyse the content of the story, deciding whether the content matches the 

cover and redesign with a focus on proportion, composition and typography. The book 

box will be designed and manufacture using CAD/CAM. 

 
Year 9 

This term students are making pewter gifts inspired by organic and geometric structures.  

Students will design and make their own moulds using CAD/CAM. 

 
Year 10 

This term students are making revision folders that incorporate multiple components, 

materials and processes. The aim is for students to experience working with the most 

commonly used materials and processes within Design and Technology further  

consolidating their subject knowledge in preparation for their non-exam assessment. 

 
Year 11 

This term students are working on assessment objective 2 - Design and make prototypes 

that are fit for purpose of their non-exam assessment which focuses on designing,  

developing and realising design ideas. 

 

Year 9 CLUB 

This term year nine students will be able to sign up for the Polymer Sliders club – where 

they will design and make customised sliders (shoes) this club will run on a Wednesday 

after school, students will also gain an understanding as to how plastic is made and 

how to be a responsible sustainable designer. 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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ENGLISH 

 

Year 7 will be studying ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare alongside 

continuing their mastery writing course.  

 

Year 8  will be studying ‘A Tempest’ by William Shakespeare alongside continuing their 

mastery writing course.  

 

Year 9 will be studying ‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William Shakespeare alongside continuing 

their mastery writing course.  

 

Year 10 will be studying A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens  as part of their GCSE  

Literature course. They will also be continuing to develop their understanding of the  

papers they’ll sit for GCSE English Language.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

(SEND) 

Lunch Club 

Inclusion Lunch Club has been a hive of activity at lunch times. Our students are  

developing in to jenga, uno and hangman experts. Inclusion Lunch Club is a friendly, 

welcoming environment for all students who prefer a quieter, smaller space at lunch 

times. It takes place on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in Graphics and is 

always staffed by members of the inclusion department. If you believe your child 

would benefit then please encourage them to attend or contact their Pastoral Lead.  

 

Homework Club  

The parents/carers of every child on the Special Educational Needs Register was  

posted a letter informing them of the Inclusion Homework Club. We have had some  

dedicated regulars attend the club since the launch, but we do have capacity to 

support more students.  

Homework Club runs Monday-Thursday from 3:30-4:30pm in IT2. It is staffed by  

members of the inclusion department who can support students with homework.  

Computers are also available. If you think your child could benefit from some addition-

al support with homework, then please encourage them to attend. Please contact Ms 

Lucas to discuss further (olucas@arkacton.org) 

 

Speech and Language Therapy  

In the new term we will be launching a range of Speech and Language Therapy 

groups run by our visiting, qualified Speech and Language Therapist. These groups will 

be designed to boost students’ academic skills and/or their social and  

communication skills. Parents will receive letters informing them if their children will be 

taking part in this  

 

The inclusion team have been working hard with students from Year 7 to Year 10 to 

ensure pupil profiles (outlining support needs) are stuck in planners and shared with 

teachers. The work is continuing with Year 11 to ensure they are fully supported in this 

important year.  We are looking forward to starting some reading interventions after 

half term.  

 

  Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  
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    PE 

As well as numerous clubs and practices throughout the lunchtimes and after school, the 

Physical Education department now have the school teams up and running for this  

season. There have been games for the Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 netball teams; (the year 9 

team remain unbeaten in the league!) ;Year 7,8,9,10 football teams; Senior boys  

basketball teams; and the girls senior football team who have just won their Middx  

quarter final game, beating Ealing Fields 9-1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CLUB 

There’s free clubs running this term at lunchtimes and after school  in which our students 

can become involved, ranging from Chess to numerous different sports and pursuits such 

as choir, drama and comic book clubs etc. All students are welcome and encouraged 

to attend. It’s a good way for them to meet others and also learn new skills in a relaxed 

and friendly environment. We would hope parents would support us in encouraging their 

children to join up. 

 

SCHOOL TRIPS THIS TERM 

This year we have been lucky enough to have been chosen by Ark as one of the schools 

to benefit from a grant to promote careers education in schools. As a result, many of our 

students have benefitted from visiting various universities to find out what life is like there 

both academically and socially.  The Universities have run induction programmes for the 

students and all of them have reported that they have found the trips informative and 

interesting. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM -  

NOTICES 

 

 

 

Our Head Student Team have hit the ground running this term with the committee’s they are 

leading on. Our Head Boy Rafi is leading a ‘Canteen Food’ committee and produced a  

survey to distribute to a sample of students across every year group. Rafi then analysed the 

results and presented the findings to our school Operations Manager who oversees the  

canteen experience. Rafi will be updating the school community on the latest  

developments of the canteen food committee next term. Our Head Girl Alyssa is leading on 

KS3  student voice committee and is working closely with Ms Roache to develop the AAA 

School Council. Alyssa has met with the council reps and they are currently putting together 

the vision for the school council which will be presented to the rest of the school community 

next term. Alyssa has also led on the Mental Health Committee and has delivered a range 

of assemblies with Ms Sooknanan during Mental Health Awareness Week and continues to 

work closely with staff and students. Our Deputy’s Ryan and Ilhaan are working closely with 

Miss Briggs on Enrichment opportunities at the school and upcoming school events to ensure 

that every student in AAA are able to thrive both academically and personally in our school 

community.  
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STUDENT PREFECT TEAMS  

NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y11 - Volunteering at Derwentwater Primary School 

Our Year 11 Senior Prefect team continue to be great ambassadors for our local  

community. On the 6th December our Senior Prefect Team were invited back to  

Derwentwater Primary School to assist at their Winter Fair. The lead teacher was keen to 

have our students back to help out after the successes of the Summer Fair. Our Senior 

Prefects assisted with the following stalls: arts and craft, face painting, food and drink 

selling and retro games. Alongside this, our talented Lamiah sang live at the event. The 

Lead teacher at the fair had the following to say about our Senior Prefects:  

“The prefects were a delight to work with from beginning to end. They were polite and  

helpful and definitely added to the happy and welcoming atmosphere of the fair”. We 

look forward to supporting at local events like these in the coming future. 
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YEAR 10 – NEW SENIOR PREFECT  

APPOINTMENTS 

I am pleased to announce that the following students in Year 10 have been appointed  

as Senior Prefects: 
 

 

 

 

They have already supported whole school events such as Open Evening Tours and  

supported at our recent Winter Showcase. I look forward to working with and coaching 

these new Senior Prefects in their new leadership role.  

 

 

 

Miss Briggs 

Associate Assistant Principal 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

Last year we had 20 students complete the expedition and 

many of them have now finished the other three sections 

to complete the Award. Some are still finishing off the other 

and have until mid-December to do this in order to 

achieve their full award this year. The Mayor of Ealing will 

be at the awards evening on 13th Feb to present the  

students with their certificates. This year there are 31  

students enrolled on the scheme and we have already 

completed one day walk in the local area. Their next  

expedition is mid-February which sees them out in the real 

countryside, learning to navigate their way around the 

Chilterns and hopefully surviving the ordeal! A training walk in the Kew/Richmond 

area, and two more overnight expeditions will follow in the summer term, one in 

the Chilterns, and one in Corfe Castle in Dorset. A Big thank you also goes to the 

continued support of our staff who give up their free time to help guide our  

students in these outdoor activities, and without whom the course would not be 

able to run. 

 

DROP DOWN DAY (DDD) 

This term we have had two of these days. Students are not in their regular lessons, 

but instead take part in visits, workshops and other diverse activities for the day. 

They are popular days, providing  a real enrichment experience for our students, 

such as the year 9’s taking part in the First Give charity project which was another 

amazing success thanks to the had work of Ms Briggs. 

The next one is on 6th Feb. Year 7 are doing an Oracy project for the day; year 8 

are visiting Kew gardens; year 9 will be taking part in Careers workshops; year 10 

will be completing their Science practical and the older students will be focussing 

on working towards success in the GCSE’s and A levels in a few months’ time. 
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YEAR 9 - FIRST GIVE 

During DDD1 and DDD2 our Year 9 students took part in the First Give Programme. 

The programme involved students thinking about important social issues in our area 

and learning about local charities that work to address them. After choosing a 

charity, the year 9 students then supported their chosen charities through direct 

social action and put together inspirational presentations in which they  

championed the work of their chosen charity and carried out social action to raise  

awareness.  

 

We held our school final on Wednesday 20th November and student finalists from 

each Year 9 tutor group had to present about the work of their charity to a  

professional panel of judges. Our Judging panel consisted of our school Principal 

Mr. Knight, Deputy Mayor of Ealing Cllr Munir Ahmed, Safer Schools Officer PC Shafi 

and two finalist students who won First Give previously.  
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The winning group were from 9McKellen who represented the local charity Acton  

Homeless Concern. The charity was awarded a £1000 cheque by First Give on the night 

and the students have now earnt a place at the annual We Day event in Wembley 

Arena. Congratulations to all our Year 9 finalists and a huge thank you to the following 

charities who supported our students: Acton Homeless Concern, Starlight, Safer London, 

Honeypot Charity, Mind-Mental Health, and Victim Support.  

Miss Briggs 

Associate Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On DDD 2 our Year 10 students took part in the Jack Petchey “SPEAK OUT” challenge. All 

of our Year 10 students participated in workshops run by Jack Petchey facilitators to  

develop their public speaking skills. We are pleased to announce that Pearl Fernandes in 

10Milk is our school winner and will represent our school at the Ealing Regional Finals which 

will take place in February. A massive well done to Pearl!   
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DEBATE MATE 

 

On November 5, twenty students attended the ‘Debate Mate’ launch event held in 

central London. It marked the start of the programme that our students have been  

engaging in since. On average we have 30 students attend every Thursday at 3:30 until 

4:30pm. When at Debate Mate, students take part in a number of games and  

exercises that slowly build up their ability to engage in formal debate. I am very 

pleased to say that many of our students have indeed made great progress and are 

ready to do just that. Debate Mate has undoubtedly improved students in many ways 

who have attended. It built character; it helped students become better at  

articulating their feelings and most importantly, students developed their skills to listen 

and formulate intelligent and respectful responses to what ideas are being presented 

to them. All in all, students who have attended have grown in every way, allowing 

them to become more effective and diligent learners, while developing skills that will 

undoubtedly be transferable when they reach adulthood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


23 

 

 

 PERFORMING ARTS  

Winter Showcase, 10th December 2019 

We had a brilliant celebration at ARK Acton Academy for our annual Winter 

Showcase.  Students sang, danced, played in bands, acted and read poetry to 

showcased their amazing talent. 

Many thanks to the teachers, performers and well-wishers. 

 

Music and Drama Clubs 

VOX (Choir),  A cappella Group, Djembe Cub, Big Band, Ukulele Band and  

Drama Club. 

Clubs are free, check the notice boards when they are happening and come 

along.  

 

Instrumental Lessons  

We offer, piano, drum kit, flute, saxophone, clarinet, guitar and voice lessons.  

They are 30 minutes and cost £50 per term.  All fees need to be paid in advance 

before lessons commence. .  Guitar lessons will start in the Spring Term. 

Please see Ms Yendoll for further details. 

Warm regards 

Vee Yendoll 

Head of Performing Arts -ARK Acton Academy 

 vyendoll@arkacton.org. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING         

Your morning reading update!  

  

We’ve now finished our first term and I’m excited to tell you  

morning reading has been a hit with the students and staff at  

Acton! Many groups have already moved onto their second 

 book whilst others have really enjoyed the challenge of reading  

something they may not have ever thought of.  If reading is  

something that you do at home already that’s great. If not,  

hopefully these ideas might make it a bit easier to start.  

We wanted to share a few tips on how you can build on what  

we do at school. If not, hopefully these ideas might make it a bit  

easier to start.   

  

Try to make time to share books! Try to set aside ten minutes a day 

to read together. Turn the television and the radio off to help your 

child focus. Always start a new book by looking through it  

together and talking about what it might be about – look at  

the cover, the contents page and the pictures.   

  

When you are helping your child to choose a book, a good way to 

check the level is what’s called the ‘five finger test’. Open a page 

of the book and ask your child to put one finger up for every word 

they don’t know. If all five fingers have been used up, the chances 

are that the book is too difficult.  

  

Do let your child read favourite books over and over again if they 

want to. Research shows this is totally fine and in fact, it will help 

them become more fluent readers.  

 

            

Auditions are soon taking place for this year’s whole school production, Macbeth.  

look at one man’s  ambition and struggle for power. 

Auditions are open to students from all year groups, regardless of whether you study 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING         

Take turns to read. Your child might want to read the whole book on    

their own, and that’s fine if it isn’t too difficult. But if it is a book that is 

a bit hard but still really interesting for them, or if they are lacking in 

confidence, it can be more fun if you and your child take turns to 

read. They might read one page and you the next. Or you can both 

read out loud together, pointing to the words as you go. The im-

portant thing is to keep the flow going and keep your child interest-

ed and enjoying what they are doing.  

  

What to do when your child gets stuck! The first thing to do is to wait 

and see if they can work it out by themselves. If they can’t, you 

might want to just tell them the word, to keep the flow of reading 

going. Do this if they are looking really frustrated or losing interest. 

But at other times you can use simple prompts to help them, like 

reminding them to use their phonic knowledge to sound out the 

letters.   

  

“Reading increases our understanding of our own identity,  improves 

empathy and gives us an insight into the world view of others.”  

 

Reading Agency dare soon taking place for this year’s whole school production, 

Macbeth.  

look at one man’s  ambition and struggle for power. 

Auditions are open to students from all year groups, regardless of whether you 

study Drama  or have acted in the past. We are also on the look-out  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @ArkActonAcademy  

 www.arkacton.org  

https://twitter.com/ArkActonAcademy


26 

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS 

• A warm reminder that holidays in term time are not permitted including the  

beginning of term. This will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. We discourage 

this due to lost learning time from their classes and tutor programme. 

 

• You may have received a letter about your child’s declining attendance, please 

contact the person who sent you that letter to discuss what more we can do to  

improve your child’s attendance. If you can’t make an appointment, please contact 

them to reschedule. 

 

• Year 7 are the leading year group and above the national average 94.5%. A  

massive well done to Ms Murphy and her tutor groups. Keep up this good work that you 

are doing... maybe we have Year 8 who could be their next contender! 

 

If you have any concerns about your child attendance, please email Ms Sooknanan 

through the school email address info@arkacton.org 
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YEAR 7  

Winter break is a time for unwinding, contemplation and reconnecting with friends and 

loved – ones. I would like to highlight some of the key events that the year 7 students have 

faced over this term. I am so proud of the hard work and determination students have 

shown when faced with their first formal assessments. This time can be daunting and a 

worrying time for students however year 7 faced these exams with great focus and 

proved that ‘practice makes perfect’.  

 

Also, this term a 18 lucky students were selected for the ‘Aim Higher’ trip to St Mary’s  

University. The programme has been funded by Ark Central and hopes to give KS3  

students an insight into university life as well as the opportunities available to them later on 

in their education. The students took part in three separate seminars hosted by students 

and lecturers from The University of Osteopathy, From Goldsmiths University and from St 

Mary's University itself. They also had a full tour of the facilities. Over 180 other students 

from schools across London attended the event and staff and students from the university 

were very impressed with the behaviour and eagerness to participate form the Ark Acton 

Academy Students. So a big congratulations to all of those students who attended. 

 

This term I have seen students grow in confidence and have overcome barriers. Students 

are beginning to understand their strengths and weaknesses. We are working closely with 

our students to set a strategy and make clear goals and steps in order to achieve their 

dreams. I have seen the transformation in many and we are building those stepping 

blocks which we hope leads each student to reach success and ultimately ‘be the best 

person they can be’. Many students have started to join extra curriculum activities which 

is amazing such as football, trampolining, Lacrosse or even the debate club. I want to see 

more students attend a club during lunch or afterschool. Make sure you make use of 

each and every opportunity we have to offer here.    

 

I understand that some students get restless near the end of term and I want you all to 

have a relaxing break but use this time to reflect upon this term. Think to yourself ‘what 

can I do to improve next term’.  ‘Am I giving it 100% every day in and outside of lessons’. 

Continue to push yourself and be brave year 7.  

Be proud. 

 

Have a lovely half term and happy new year. See you all in 2020.   

 

Miss Murphy 

Head of Year 7 
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YEAR 8 

Firstly, I would like to send a special thank you to year 8, who have worked tremendously 

hard over the past 8 weeks.  Every single one of you should feel proud of your  

achievements and progress. As mentioned, an important focus for us this term was  

attendance.  I thank you for your efforts and would urge you to please continue.    

It’s a proven and logical statistic, students with higher attendance perform better in  

their GCSE’s.  We must continue to ensure our students are present in school.  

 

In recent years, electronics have become children’s main source of entertainment  

however, I am happy to report, the year 8 participation in active extracurricular activities, 

have highlighted many memorable moments and benefits amongst the students. I would 

like to send a special ‘well done’ to the following participates from the listed clubs:  

Football, Table Tennis, Comic Book, Science and Netball.  Encourage your child to get  

involved in extracurricular activities so they can discover their passion. Lastly, I would like to 

wish you all, a very Merry Christmas and happy New Year. 

 

Mr Belgrave-Spence 

Head of Year 8 

YEAR 9 

To all my year 9 students.  Firstly, well done on making it through to Christmas.  It was one 

that had our ups and downs, but we made it through.  Now I want you enjoy your  

Christmas break and come back ready for the New Year. The New Year is going to bring a 

lot of change for you all.  New challenges for you all to face head on.  Ones that I believe 

you will succeed in and grow from.  The biggest change for you will be to continue this 

journey with a new Head of Year, Mr Birch.  Due to commitments outside of school I will no 

longer be your Head of Year.   I will still be around but in a different role.  I will still be  

keeping an eye on you all. I expect you all to give Mr Birch your full support and respect as 

you did with me.  Thank you for all that you’ve done and for what you are going to  

continue to do.  

 

Seasons Greetings and a very Happy New Year. 

 

Mr R. Francis 

Head of Year 9 
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YEAR 10 

I would like to say a massive well done to year 10 this term, as your HOY I am very 

proud of you. It has been a long term and you have showed resilience and tenacity 

which is what Ark Acton stands for. A special well done to those who have taken 

part in Debate club, representing the school in football and basketball, Jack Patchy 

and most recently, the Winter Showcase. Student prefects you have set such high 

standards and I am so proud of you. Miss Briggs has been singing your praises all 

term, keep it up. Year 10, continue to work hard as we end the term on a high and 

enter a new one with big ambitions. 

 

The best of year,  

 

Head of Year 10 

Mr Davis       

YEAR 11 

 

Year 11’s have had a productive fantastic end to the year which has prepared 

them for an important year ahead. There have been many wonderful moments 

which has included the Year 11 senior prefect team being invited to help support 

Derwent Water’s Christmas Fair, the Year 11 girls football team reaching the Cup 

Quarter Finals and drama and music student performing at the Winter Showcase. It 

is also important to recognise that students who attended a Professional Pathway 

trip were excellent ambassadors for our school due to demonstrating tenacity, high 

levels of engagement as well as impeccable behaviour.  Next term, the hard work 

will continue due to the January mocks, start of intervention and the final  

preparations for the final summer exams. Year 11’s have been given a Revision 

Pack which will support in their preparation for the upcoming mocks and it is  

important that they utilise the valuable resources during the Christmas Break. 

 

I hope you have a restful and productive break and I look forward to seeing you  

in the new year. 

 
Head of Year 11 

Ms Davis       
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