
 

 

                                                                                                                           Tuesday 9th July 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 

Further to my letter in May of this year introducing myself, I wanted to write again with 

details about the start of next academic year.  

The staff have been working hard at Ark Acton to ensure that we have a re-developed 

curriculum in place for each subject that will help us guarantee that every student leaves Ark 

Acton with the grades they need and deserve. Alongside this we have been thinking hard 

about the types of extra-curricular activities and experiences we want to offer to help our 

young people develop into independent and articulate adults.  

As I said in May our three core priorities for September 2019 are: 

1. Ensuring every teacher receives high-quality training to enable them to become 

highly effective. 

2. Ensuring that our curriculum is built around a mastery model in order that all pupils 

acquire knowledge that they cannot learn at home, that the specified curriculum 

knowledge is based on the most coherent and tested ways of conceptualising the 

world that we have that allows us to act with agency.  

3. Creating and maintaining a calm and scholarly atmosphere to ensure every student 

achieves beyond their expectations.  

As part of our commitment to these priorities and in line with Ark’s belief that great schools 

have at their heart a calm and scholarly atmosphere, the Senior Leadership Team are 

introducing some changes to life at Acton from September 2019 onwards.  

These changes are as follows: 

 

1. The first 2 weeks in September 

Please find below details of how we will start the new academic year. Students must be on-

site by 08:20 at the latest for their first day back as detailed below – the school gates will 

open at 08:00.  

 Year 7 return in full school uniform: Friday 6th September 2019.  

 Year 8 return in full school uniform: Monday 9th September 2019 

 Year 9 return in full school uniform: Monday 9th September 2019 

 Year 10 return in full school uniform: Monday 9th September 2019 

 Year 11 return in full school uniform: Thursday 5th September 2019 

 Year 12 return in full business dress: Friday 6th September 2019 

 Year 13 return in full business dress: Friday 6th September 2019 

 



Overview of our student induction programme. 

Date Year groups in 
school on this day 

Activity 

Thursday 5/9/19 11 · Academic Review Day with their form 
tutors 

 

Friday 6/9/19 7, 11, 6th form · Year 7 day 1 of induction 
· Year 11 day 1 of induction 
· 6th form day 1 of induction 

Monday 9/9/19 All students in 
school 

· Year 7 day 2 of induction 
· Year 8 day 1 of induction 
· Year 9 day 1 of induction 
· Year 10 day 1 of induction 
· Year 11 day 2 of induction 
· 6th form day 2 of induction 

Tuesday 10/9/19 

 

All students in 
school 

· Year 7 day 3 of induction 
· Year 8 day 2 of induction 
· Year 9 day 2 of induction 
· Year 10 day 2 of induction 
· Year 11 day 3 of induction 
· 6th form day 3 of induction 

Wednesday 
11/9/19 

All students in 
school 

· Normal school day for all students and 
staff 

 

 

2. New Academy bag 

For September 2019 every student in Years 7 to 10 will be required to purchase and use an 

Academy bag. The only year group that will be exempt from this is Year 11 as they will only 

get 12 months’ use out of the bag. Students in the 6th form will be required to have a bag that 

is commensurate with a professional business environment.  

Whilst I appreciate that this might seem an unnecessary expense, I want to reassure you that 

I have thought carefully about this. The main reasons for the move to this bag are: 

a) It helps us to create a collegiate atmosphere where we are all part of the same group 

and will help foster a shared sense of belonging. 

b) As we have a focus on the quality and depth of homework next year, we will be 

providing every student with a free concertinaed file to store their homework packs 

in. We have tested the academy bag to make sure that this file fits in the bag.  

c) It removes the pressure some young people face to have to be seen with certain 

brands and the social exclusion that can happen as a result of this. 

d) It will help reinforce our school culture and our focus on behaviour inside and 

outside school.  



The bag can be ordered from Sanco our uniform supplier as follows: 

 Online at http://www.sanco.co.uk/school/70/ 

 At the shop Sanco Schoolwear 60, Bell Road Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 3PB 

 Bags will cost £19  

 They will be available from 22/07/19  

 Information regarding the uniform shop can be found on our website arkacton.org  

All students will be required to have and use the Academy bag no later than 16/9/19.  

3. School tie 

Alongside a new Academy bag we will also be introducing a new tie for each year group. The 

students will then keep this tie as they move up through the academy. The purpose for this is 

to ensure that we can easily identify which year group a student is in. Having now been at 

Ark Acton for several months I am of the firm belief that this will help to strengthen 

adult/teacher relationships within the Academy. The ties are as follows: 

 Year 7 – black with purple stripes 

 Year 8 – black with maroon stripes 

 Year 9 – black with gold stripes 

 Year 10 – black with green stripes 

 Year 11 – keep the current school tie.  

Students will keep their ties for the lifecycle of their time at Acton and so the year colour will 

move up with the student each year. We are subsidising the part-cost of these to offset the 

cost of a tie and a new bag. The school tie will be available to purchase on your 

child’s first day back in September from the school, please ensure they have £3 

with them for this.  

4. Roles of the Senior Leadership Team 

I feel that it is important that all parents and carers know how the senior team is structured 

and what their main roles and priorities are. Please see the table below for a breakdown of 

this.  
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5. The School day  

To enable us to fully implement our 3 key priorities as outlined above, we are changing the 

school day slightly for September 2019. The new school day is below and the main changes to 

any previously communicated day are: 

a) We will start each day with 25 minutes of guided reading, independent reading or 

small group reading support. Students will be allocated a group within their year 

based on their current reading age. This is to ensure that every student who attends 

Ark Acton has the language and literacy skills necessary to access our full 

curriculum. It is also to ensure that we can nurture and develop a love of reading 

amongst the student population and provide time each day for students to engage 

with a great book and read for pleasure. Staff will all receive specific training on this 

in September.  

 

b) We will end each day with a 25 minute tutor period. This is to ensure that every 

student every day checks-in with their form tutor and has a space to reflect on their 

day and ensure they are fully prepared for the next day. I am very keen to develop 

strong and positive adult/student relationships and this time each day will be crucial 

for that.  

 

Time Event 
08:00 – 08:23 Gate opens to students and dining hall open for breakfast 
08:23 School gate shuts  
08:25 Morning line-up 
08:30 – 08:55 Morning reading 
08:55 – 09:45 Period 1 
09:45 – 10:35 Period 2 
10:35 – 10:55 Break 
10:55 – 11:45 Period 3 
11:45 – 12:35 Period 4 
12:35 – 13:15 Lunch 
13:15 Afternoon line-up 
13:20 – 14:10 Period 5 
14:10 – 15:00 Period 6 
15:00 – 15:25 Tutor time 
15:25 – 15:35 Students escorted to school gate to go home 

 

 

6. Academic Review Days 

As a parent myself I am eager to play a full role in the education of my children and to 

develop strong and positive relationships with their schools and teachers. It is our strong 

belief at Ark Acton that we can best achieve this by moving from a series of parent evenings 

to two Academic Review Days. These academic review days will be held before or after each 

main assessment point and will provide parents and carers with a 20 minute slot to talk 

through how their child is doing with their form tutor and to look through the books and 

work of their child. This move will bring us into line with some of the highest-performing 



academies in the Ark network and will ensure every parent knows how to support their child 

in the run-up to the end of year exams.  

Academic Review days: 

 Academic Review Day 1 – 7/1/20.  

 Academic Review Day 2 – 22/5/20 

In addition to these review days we will be holding more specialist evenings for particular 

years. These more targeted evenings for parents and carers are designed to help support your 

child as they progress through Ark Acton. The dates for these are: 

Additional parent information evenings: (SLT and other staff on a voluntary basis) 

 2/10/19 – Year 11 GCSE preparation evening 

 17/10/19 – Year 7 parent welcome evening 

 21/11/19 – Year 8 and Year 9 parent forum evening 

 13/2/20 – Year 11 mock results evening 

 25/3/20 – Year 10 GCSE preparation evening. 

 

I appreciate that there is a lot of information contained within this letter and please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with the academy should you require further information or 

clarification.  

I am fully committed to the staff and students of Ark Acton and look forward to working 

together to create the school our young people deserve.  

Yours 

 

Oliver Knight 

Principal  


