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08/03/2021 

Dear Year 11 and Year 13 parents and carers 

I wanted to write to you all following on from the assemblies we have run this week for your child’s 

year group.  

As I am sure you are aware there has been an awful lot of speculation and discussion in the media 

about how GCSEs, BTECs and A levels will be awarded this summer. Whilst we do not yet have the 

final picture we do have a clear timeline to work from.  

The table below is an outline of what the next 10-12 weeks will look like for your child and what we 

will be focussing on. There are still a number of things we do not know yet, but we are happy that 

these will become clearer over the coming weeks. The most important thing for now is to get our 

young people back into lessons and settled into the rhythm of learning.  

What the next 10 weeks look like: 

Dates Description of key activities 

8/3/21 – 31/3/21 

(The rest of the 

Spring term) 

• Back into normal lessons after Covid Test 1 on 8/3/21.  
• We will have a week (15/3/21) where we focus on diagnostic 

assessments to uncover content gaps and areas that are not well 
understood.  

• The focus up to the Easter holidays will not be on teaching new 
content but on responding to gaps and re-teaching these.  

• We will be providing fortnightly opportunities for students to 
complete larger exam-style questions to help generate a portfolio of 
evidence and to help teachers plan their lessons.  

5/4/21 – 16/4/21 

(The Easter 

Holidays) 

• We will provide a holiday revision pack for each subject, to include 
exam question practice.  

• We will upload a daily revision schedule onto Show My Homework to 
provide a structure for each day.  

19/4/21 – 

14/5/21 

(The first 4 weeks 

of the summer 

term) 

• These 4 weeks will focus on the final run-in to the assessment 
fortnight. 

• The assessments will not be the full suite of exam papers but a 
composite of taught material.  

• Likely to be taken from exam board designed questions 
• We do not yet know the exact form these assessments will take.  

17/5/21 – 

28/5/21 

(The last 2 weeks 

of the Summer 1 

½ term) 

• Assessment fortnight 
• Students will sit an assessment in each subject they study.  
• This will be used to help arrive at a final Centre Assessed Grade.  
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Dates Description of key activities 

7/6/21 – 18/6/21 

(The two weeks 

after ½ term) 

• This time will be spent with teachers, Heads of Department and 
members of the Ark team marking and moderating the assessments.  

• These assessments will then form part of the range of evidence used 
to arrive at a Centre Assessed Grade for each student. 

• We will use external data to support us in reaching this final decision 
– namely FFT/ ALPS/mocks/predicted comparisons and moderation.  

• Final Centre Assessed Grades will be submitted to the exam boards 
on Friday 18/6/21.  

 

What happens from 7/6/21 onwards 

It is our intention to use this time to the end of the summer term to ensure all students have the 

knowledge and skills they need to have an easy transition into the 6th form, College or University. We 

call this work ‘bridging work’ and it will help make the transition to the next stage of each student’s 

education as simple and calm as possible.  

What we still don’t know 

There are a number of areas we are still waiting for further clarity on but they do not have an impact 

on our plan outlined above. The things we are waiting to find out about/ decide upon are: 

I. The weighting applied to different evidence/ types of assessment = how far will each piece 
of evidence count towards the final Centre Assessed Grade awarded? 

II. Exam board materials and questions = how much detail we will receive from exam boards to 
help us design our assessments? 

III. Ark moderation timeline = a major benefit about being in the Ark network is that we can get 
support and guidance from Ark to help ensure our Centre Assessed Grades are accurate.  

IV. External QA/ moderation process = we don’t yet know what exam boards will ask us for to 
make sure our Centre Assessed Grades are accurate.  

V. What precisely assessment fortnight will look like = we don’t yet know how long each exam 
paper will be.  

Some of the dates are subject to change; if there is a change I will write to you again. Regardless, I 
will be in touch again shortly as I know how unsettling this period is for our students facing exams 
this summer. For now, please rest assured that we have a clear plan in place and will do everything 
we can to ensure our students receive fair and accurate grades this summer.  

With best wishes 

 

Oliver Knight 

Principal 
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