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     Monday 20th April 2020 
 

  
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
It has been a few weeks since I last wrote and so I wanted to write to you all to both outline our 
plans for the coming weeks and to try to alleviate any anxieties you may have over classwork and 
next year.  
 
Firstly, I am writing to you as a parent as well as the Principal. We cannot replace schools and 
classrooms with home learning and we cannot replace the teacher with the parent. Schools exist for 
a reason and our primary role is to induct our young people into the vastness of the human 
experience; to enable them to develop the intellectual habits of humankind, and to enable them to 
participate in a disciplinary conversation about knowing our world. This is not possible to do at 
home; especially if we are also trying to juggle our own work and the needs of other siblings. So I 
first of all want to reassure you that I am not expecting you to recreate school at home. That is my 
job. It is also my job to deal with all of the issues around curriculum gaps and exam preparation once 
schools open again. We are very fortunate to be part of Ark and so a lot of the difficult thinking is 
being done by Ark so we can ensure your child is in the very best place once school re-opens.  
 
We are setting work and I am hopeful that this is helpful in maintaining a structure and routine at 
home, but I will solve the issues around curriculum coverage once we re-open and this is not 
something that I want you to worry about. I am trying to focus with my own children as much on 
building and maintaining strong relationships and happy memories at this time of uncertainty as I 
am with getting them to complete their classwork. So this is the approach I am hopeful you will all 
also be able to take. We are in the midst of an unprecedented national emergency and so all 
children are missing the same amount of school. No amount of home learning will offset this and we 
will plan to ensure we can solve the problems that the closure might create. All children will be 
feeling anxious and they will display this in different ways. Our home learning is designed to provide 
structure, routine and familiarity but it is not teaching new content. All materials and a suggested 
timetable for each year group are on the academy website. I hope that you find these helpful.  
 
Secondly, I wanted to briefly address some specific concerns that some parents of students in 
particular year groups might be having: 
 
Year 12 
We will await the outcome of any Ofqual decision on this but rest assured that we will work with Ark 
to make sure our current Year 12 students are fully prepared for any exams next summer – in 
whatever form they take.  
 
Year 11 and Year 13 
We are working with Ark to ensure we fully implement the Ofqual guidelines on awarding GCSE and 
A-Level grades. We will work hard to ensure no student is disadvantaged and will write to all Year 11 
and Year 13 parents separately with a detailed update.  
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Year 10 
Again we will await the outcome of any Ofqual decision on this but rest assured that we will work 
with Ark to make sure our current Year 10 students are fully prepared for any exams next summer – 
in whatever form they take.  
 
Year 9 
Once the Ofqual consultation has closed and we have a clear timeframe for re-opening we will work 
with students and parents in Year 9 to ensure the GCSE options process is completed smoothly. As 
we do not, with the exception of Science, begin any GCSE specific teaching before Year 10 we do not 
see this as being a problem but will of course take a view on this once school re-opens and we have 
a better insight into missed content and exam requirements.  
 
The best thing we can do at home until school re-opens is to maintain some form of structure and 
rhythm to each day. We all have different home lives and pressures and no student will be 
disadvantaged by this. We will work tirelessly once school re-opens to solve any problems or issues 
that might arise. Hence for now, please set up a weekly timetable that will give structure to each day 
and please try to limit your child’s screen time and social media use; whilst understanding their 
desire to stay in touch with their friends during these uncertain times.   
 
I will keep you updated on the situation; if you have any questions or need any further information, 
please do not hesitate to get in contact with the school.  
  
Kind regards  
 
  
 
Oliver Knight 
Principal 
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