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CHARACTERS
1. Who is 
Sherlock 
Holmes? 

A fictional consulting 
detective created by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. He is known 
for his intelligence, 
introspection and 
deductive reasoning. 

2. Who is 
Doctor 
Watson? 

Holmes’ former flatmate, a 
doctor and his closest 
companion. The stories are 
told from his perspective, 
working as Holmes’ 
assistant.

3. Who is 
Irene 
Adler? 

A famous American opera 
singer who had a 
relationship with the future 
King of Bohemia. To Holmes 
holds her in high esteem,
seeing her as “the woman” 
that outsmarted him. 

4. Who is 
Vincent 
Spaulding
/ John 
Clay? 

Jabez Wilson’s assistant. 
This is actually a disguise for 
John Clay who uses Wilson’s 
shop as part of an elaborate 
criminal scheme. 

5. Who is 
Jabez 
Wilson? 

A London pawnbroker. His 
business is struggling so he 
takes the job working for The 
Red-Headed League. 

PLOT 
6. How does 
Sherlock discover 
where the 
photograph is in ‘A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia’? 

Sherlock relies on the 
predictability of human 
nature. He tricks Irene Adler 
into letting him into her 
home where he stages a fire 
to observe what she does. 

7. Why does the 
ending of ‘A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia’ stand 
apart from most 
other Holmes 
stories? 

At the end of the story, 
Sherlock realises he has 
been outwitted by Irene 
Adler, something that rarely 
happens. 

8. What is unusual 
about the villain 
John Clay in The 
Red-Headed 
League? 

John Clay is an
idiosyncratic villain who 
arrogantly believes himself 
to be of high status and 
better than others despite 
being caught committing a 
crime.

9. How does the 
opening of The 
Blue Carbuncle 
differ from some of 
the other Holmes 
stories? 

At the start of the story, 
instead of Sherlock 
deducing information 
about a person who is in 
front of him he deduces
information about a person 
from an object. 

Sherlock Holmes knowledge organiser
CONTEXT

10. When did Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle write the 
Sherlock Holmes stories? 

The first story was published in 1887 and the last 
was published in 1927. 

11. When and where were 
the stories set? 

The stories were set in London during the Victorian 
and Edwardian eras. 

12. How does Sherlock 
reflect the time period he 
existed in? 

The way Sherlock uses deductive reasoning and 
astute observations to solve crime reflects the 
Victorian’s growing interest in science and rational 
thought.

13. Why was Sherlock such 
a popular character when 
first published? 

As a talented detective, Sherlock satisfied society’s 
interest in crime and reflected the general view that 
the police could do more. 

14. When was the 
Metropolitan Police 
established? 

The Metropolitan Police was set up in 1829. 

15. Why was the 
Metropolitan Police set 
up? 

As population figures rose and poverty driven crime 
increased, law and order were under threat. The 
Met police were set up to tackle this.

FEATURES OF DOYLE’S DETECTIVE STORIES
16. What narrative 
perspective are the 
stories written in? 

The stories are written in first person from the 
perspective of Watson. 

17. What is the effect 
of this chosen 
narrative 
perspective?

The perspective allows us to get very close to the action 
whilst always being a little bit behind Sherlock's brilliant 
thinking, thereby keeping the mystery alive until the end.

18. What elements can 
we expect to see at the 
start of a Sherlock 
story? 

We can expect Sherlock and Watson together; a display 
of Sherlock’s brilliance as he deduces correctly about a 
new character; the exposition of a mystery from 
someone seeking Holmes’ help.

19. What narrative 
(story) arc can we 
expect in these short 
stories? 

Doyle uses the traditional formula of exposition, rising 
action (the building of tension), followed by a climactic 
moment and the satisfactory resolution of the mystery. 



No Question Answer No Question Answer

Q1. What is a factor? A factor is a number that divides into 

another number exactly, without leaving a 

remainder

Q14. How do you change a fraction 

into a decimal?

Divide the numerator by the denominator

Q2. What is a prime number? A prime number is a number that has only 

two factors, one and itself

Q15. What is a ratio? If there are 4 apples and 7 oranges the ratio of apples 

to oranges is 4:7
Q3. What are the multiples of a number? The multiples of a number are the times 

tables of the number

Q16. How do you simplify a ratio? To simplify a ratio, ensure the units are the same and 

divide by the biggest common factor (HCF)
Q4. What is the square of a number? The square of a number is a number 

multiplied by itself

Q17. How do you define a 

reflection?

State Reflection and equation of the line of reflection

(y=3) or line of symmetry
Q5. What is the highest common factor 

(HCF) of 2 numbers A and B?

The HCF is the biggest common factor that 

divides both A and B

Q18. How do you define a rotation? State Rotation, the angle of rotation, the direction of 

rotation (clockwise or anticlockwise) and the centre of 

rotation
Q6. What is the lowest common multiple 

(LCM) of 2 numbers X and Y?

The LCM is the smallest common multiple 

of both X and Y

Q19. How do you define a 

translation?

Stating the translation vector. The top number is how 

many squares the vector has moved right (+) or left (-). 

The bottom number is how many squares the shape 

has moved up (+) or down (-)
Q7. What is the numerator? The number above the line in a fraction, 

the top number

Q20. What is the scale factor of an 

enlargement?

The scale factor is the size of the enlargement. Scale 

factor 2 means all the side lengths have been doubled

Q8. What is the denominator? The number below the line in a fraction, 

the bottom number

Q21. How do you define an 

enlargement

Stating the scale factor and the centre of enlargement

Q9. How do you simplify a fraction? Divide the numerator and denominator by 

the greatest factor that will divide both 

numbers exactly

Q22. What are commutative 

transformations?

Commutative transformations are transformations 

where the order does not alter the result 

Q10. What is a proper fraction? A fraction where the numerator is smaller

than the denominator

Q23. What is a term of a sequence? Each number in a sequence is called a term

Q11. What is an improper fraction? A fraction where the numerator is bigger

than the denominator

Q24. What is the term to term rule 

of a sequence

The term to term rule is how to get from one term to 

the next
Q12. What is a mixed number? A mixed number is a whole number with a 

fraction 

Q25. What is the nth term? A formula that uses n (the position in the sequence) to 

find any number in the sequence
Q13. What is a percentage as a fraction? A number expressed as a fraction out of 

100

Q26. What is the Fibonacci 

sequence

A sequence where you add the last two terms to find 

the next term
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Year 8 – Biology – Autumn Term – B2.1 Tissues and Organsss

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 Where does gaseous exchange take place? In the lungs 15 What is the test for lipids?
Rub food on filter paper and hold to the light 

to see if it is now translucent

2 What structure protects your lungs? The ribs 16 What is the test for sugar?
Benedict's solution – forms a brick-red 

precipitate

3 What is the scientific name for an air sac? Alveoli 17 What is the test for protein? Biuret test – turns purple

4 Breathing in is also known as Inhaling 18
What is the risks associated with being 

overweight?
Heart disease, strokes, diabetes, some cancers

5 Breathing out is also known as exhaling 19 What does a vitamin D deficiency lead to? Rickets

6 When you breathe in your muscles Contract 20 What is digestion?
The process of breaking large molecules into 

smaller molecules by the body

7 Name two factors that reduce lung volume. Smoking and asthma 21
What is the role of the stomach in the 

digestive system?

To mix the food with digestive juices and 

acids

8 What are the 7 food groups?
Fats, carbohydrates, proteins, fats, minerals, 

vitamins, fibre and water
22

What are the tiny finger-like projections on the 

small intestine called?
Villi

9 What is a balanced diet? Eating the right nutrients in the right amounts 23 How are villi adapted to their function? Large surface area, maximising absorption

10 What are the two types of carbohydrates? Simple and complex 24 What are enzymes?
Special proteins that help to break down large 

molecules

11 What do lipids provide you with? Energy 25 What enzymes break down proteins? Protease

12 What are proteins needed for? Growth 26 What enzymes break down carbohydrates? Carbohydrase

13 Why do we need fibre? To prevent constipation 27 What enzymes break down lipids? Lipase



Year 8 – Chemistry – Autumn Term  – C2.1

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 What type of taste do acids have? Sour 15 If universal indicator turns orange, what am I? A weak acid

2 Is toothpaste an acid or an alkali? Alkali 16
If universal indicator turns dark purple, what 

am I?
A strong alkali

3 What should we wear when using acids? Goggles 17 What do antacids remove? Excess stomach acid

4 What colour is universal indicator in neutral? Green 18
What salt forms when sodium carbonate 

reacts with sulphuric acid?
Sodium sulphate

? What's the lowest pH? 1 19 Why should we filter our salt made? To remove any insoluble substances

6 What's the highest pH? 14 20 What pH range is a weak acid? pH4-6

7 What colour is litmus in acid? Red 21 What pH range is a strong alkali? pH11-14

8 What colour is litmus in alkali? Blue 22 How can we make a salt? React an acid with an alkali

9 When neither acid or alkali it is.........? Neutral 23
What does the reaction of a metal carbonate 

and an acid form?
Salt, water, carbon dioxide

10 An example of a strong acid is.........? Hydrochloric acid 24 How can we test for carbon dioxide? Limewater goes cloudy

11 An example of a weak acid is............? Vinegar 25
What salt forms between magnesium 

carbonate and hydrochloric acid?
Magnesium chloride

12 We need to use indicators so......... We can see the colour to compare to pH scale 26
How do we remove the water to obtain a dry 

salt?
Crystallisation / evaporation

13 What neutralises an acid? An alkali 27
Why must we take care when performing a 

crystallisation?
Very hot



Year 8 – Physics – Autumn Term  – P2.1 Movement and Pressure

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1
We calculate speed using this equation: 

speed = 
distance / time 14

Decreasing the volume will do what to gas 

pressure?
Increase it

2
If distance is measured in meters and time in 

seconds what are the units of speed
m/s 15

If a gas cools what happens to the motion of 

the gas particles?
They slow down

3
How fast one object is moving compared to 

another is called ….. ?
Relative motion 16

As you go deeper under the ocean what 

happens to pressure?
It increases

4
What is plotted on the y axis in a distance-time 

graph?
Distance 17

Why does the pressure change this way as you 

go deeper under the ocean?
Weight of water above increases

5
What does a line showing a constant speed 

look like on a distance-time graph?

Diagonal straight line 

from origin
18

As you climb up a mountain what happens to 

the air pressure?
It decreases

6
If the line is horizontal on a distance-time 

graph what is happening to the object?
It is stationary (not moving) 19

Why does air pressure change this way as you 

climb a mountain?

There are fewer air particles higher up (lower air 

density)

7
If the distance-time slope curves up from the 

bottom left to the top right what does this 

suggest?

Acceleration (getting faster) 20 Force / Area =               (Units?) Pressure           (N/m2)

8
How do we find the speed from a distance-

time graph?
From the gradient (slope) 21

Why does a drawing pin have a large head 

and a sharp point? 
Low pressure on thumb, high pressure at point

9
If we decrease speed every second what do 

we call this?
Deceleration 22

To calculate a moment you use what 

equation?

Moment (Nm) = force (N) x distance from pivot 

(m)

10 The turning effect of a force is called the Moment 23
If we decrease speed every second what do 

we call this?
Deceleration

11
The weight of an object acts through a point 

called the
Centre of gravity/centre of mass 24 In what direction does pressure act? 90º to a surface

12
if an object’s anticlockwise motion = its 

clockwise motion, we say it is 
Balanced/ in equilibrium 25

Why is it impossible to open an airplane door in 

flight?

Huge difference in air pressure between inside 

and outside

13
Collisions between gas molecules and the 

sides of the container are known as 
Pressure 26



Year 8- Autumn 2- ‘What made peasants in medieval Europe and Asia rebel against their rulers?’

The Peasants’ Revolt

Question Answer

1 When and where was the 
Peasants’ Revolt?

England, 1381

2 Who led the Peasants’ 
Revolt?

Wat Tyler and Johanna Ferrour

3 How did peasants’ lives 
improve in the years after 
the Black Death?

A shortage of workers meant that 
peasants could demand higher wages

4 Why were peasants angry 
about the Statute of 
Labourers of 1351?

The law set a maximum wage

5 What happened to the 
Statue of Labourers after 
the Peasants’ Revolt?

The Statute of Labourers was abolished 
so peasants could demand higher 
wages

6 Why did serfs want to 
abolish serfdom before 
the Peasants’ Revolt?

They had limited freedom e.g. they 
couldn’t move or marry freely

7 What happened to 
serfdom after the 
Peasants’ Revolt?

Serfdom continued to exist in England

8 Why were peasants angry 
about the Poll Tax ?

Poor peasants had to pay the same 
amount of tax as wealthier landowners

9 What happened to the 
Poll Tax after the 
Peasants’ Revolt?

Poll taxes were not used for over 600 
years

10 Why were peasants angry 
about the way England 
was governed before the 
Peasants’ Revolt?

They had no say in how the country 
was governed

Question Answer

11 When and where was the 
Red Turban Rebellion?

China, 1368

12 Who led the Red Turban 
Rebellion?

Zhu Yuanzhang, from a peasant 
family

13 Who ruled China before the 
Red Turban Rebellion?

The Mongol Yuan Dynasty

14 Who ruled China after the 
Red Turban Rebellion?

A Han Chinese dynasty, called 
the Ming dynasty

15 Why did many Chinese 
peasants hate their rulers 
before the Red Turban 
Rebellion?

The Mongol rulers were not 
Chinese and because they had 
harsh tax policies

16 What happened to some 
peasants’ land before the 
Red Turban Rebellion?

Wealthy landowners were able 
to take peasants’ land without 
being stopped

17 How did the Red Turban 
Rebellion lead to more 
peasants having land?

New lands were given to 
peasants. Peasants were not 
also taxed for farming 
wastelands

18 Why was tax unfair on 
Chinese peasants before the 
Red Turban Rebellion?

Widespread corruption meant 
that peasants paid the 
landowners tax

19 Why was the tax system 
fairer on Chinese peasants 
after the Red Turban 
Rebellion?

The Yellow Records and the Fish 
Scale Records protected 
peasants from having to pay too 
much tax

20 How was agriculture better 
after the Red Turban 
Rebellion?

The Ming dynasty introduced 
new policies e.g. lower taxes 
and irrigation systems

Question Answer

21 When and where was 
Dozsa’s peasant rebellion?

Hungary, 1514

22 How large was Doza’s
rebellion?

Tens of thousands of peasants 
joined the rebellion

23 What impact did the 
rebellion have on Hungarian 
peasants as a group?

It helped to unite the peasants 
of Hungary

24 How was life like for 
peasants in Hungary before 
the rebellion?

They had to provide work, food 
and tax for their lord in return 
for being allowed to live on the 
land

25 What was life like for serfs in 
Hungary before Dozsa’s
rebellion? 

They were tied to the land and 
had limited freedom

26 How were serfs and 
peasants treated after 
Dozsa’s rebellion?

They were treated worse e.g. 
Taxed more heavily and had less 
freedoms (Tripartium legal code)

27 What was the name of the 
new legal code (set of laws) 
introduced in Hungary after 
Dozsa’s rebellion?

The Tripartium legal code

28 What impact did this new 
legal code have on the lives 
of peasants?

It increased the power of the 
nobility, giving the peasants 
even less power and freedom

29 How were the rebels treated 
after the rebellion was 
defeated?

Dozca was captured and brutally 
punished and killed. Many 
peasants were tortured.

30 What impact did the harsh 
punishments have on 
Hungarian peasants after 
the rebellion?

They were scared into not 
rebelling again from over 300 
years

The Red Turban Rebellion Dozca’s peasant rebellion 



# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 What is Development? The process of improving and advancing. 12

2 What is the Development gap? The gap between countries that have different 

levels of development.
13 What is an NGO?

A Non-Government Organisation

3 Trade The action of buying and selling goods and 

services.
14 What are Exports? Things that are made in one country and sold 

to another

4 Fairtrade Fairtrade is when the producers of a product get 

a fair price.
15

Unsustainable Development

Destroying the environment and using 

resources unsustainably,

5 Tourism When people go and visit other places/countries 

in their free time for leisure.

16 Political Instability

Frequent change or dictator-control that 

means people lose faith and trust in the 

government. This often leads to protests.

6 Gender Inequality Gender inequality is the idea and situation that 

women and men are not equal.

17 Colonisation

A country takes over control of another country 

and exploits (uses without compensation) its 

resources.

7 What is Poverty?

The international standard of extreme poverty is 

when a person has to survive on less than 1$ a 

day.

18

Natural Disaster

A natural event such as a hurricane or 

earthquake, that can cause high levels of 

devastation.

8 GDP The amount of money and resources a person or 

country has.

19 What is HDI?

Human Development Index - a measure of 
development that incorporates life expectancy, 
literacy and income.

9

Colony

A country or area that is controlled by another 

country. 

20 What is GDP per-capita?

Gross Domestic Product - The total amount of 
money made in a country, divided by the total 
population

10
Independence Freedom

21
What is Literacy Rate?

The proportion of adults who can read and write

11
Dictator

A ruler with total power over a country, where 

there is no democracy
22

What is Quality of Life? A subjective indicator that is dependant on 
people’s opinions rather than statistics.

Year 8 – Geography – The Development Gap– Spring 



People

20 Who is Moses?
The man God called to lead the Israelites out of 
Egypt and to whom God revealed the Ten 
Commandments

21 Who is Joshua?
The man who took over from Moses to lead the 
Israelites into the promised land

22 Who is Samson? One of the judges, who was extremely strong

23
Who is King 
Saul?

The first king of Israel, who tried to kill David

24 Who is  David?
A shepherd who defeated Goliath and later 
became the second King of Israel

25 Who is Goliath? A giant Philistine man who is killed by David

26
Who is 
Bathsheba?

A woman with whom David commits adultery 

27
Who is Uriah the 
Hittite?

An army officer married to Bathsheba

28
Who is Nathan 
the Prophet?

A messenger sent to speak to David after he 
sins

29 Who is Solomon?
The third king and David’s son who built the 
Temple in Jerusalem

30 Who is Elijah?
A prophet who challenges the prophets of Baal 
to a contest

31
Who is King 
Ahab?

The king during the time of Elijah

32 Who is Jezebel?
King Ahab’s wicked wife, who threatened the 
prophets including Elijah

33
Who is 
Nebuchadnezzar? 

The King of Babylon who made the Israelites 
worship a gold statue of him, when they are in 
exile

Vocabulary Biblical Literacy Exodus to Exile

1 What is an atheist? Someone who does not believe in God or gods

2
What is an 
interpretation?

How something is understood

3 What is literalism?
A factual interpretation of the whole Bible as 
historically and scientifically accurate

4
What is the River 
Nile?

The river in Egypt that Moses was rescued from as 
a baby

5
What is the 
Burning bush?

The bush from which God speaks to Moses

6
What is the 
Exodus?

The Israelites journey out of Egypt where they 
were slaves

7
What is The Red 
Sea?

A narrow sea that lies between Africa and Asia; in 
Exodus, the sea is parted so the Israelites can cross 
it safely and escape the Egyptians

8
What are the Ten 
Plagues?

Ten disasters sent to the Egyptians by God

9 What is adultery? Cheating on the person to whom you are married 

10
What does covet 
mean?

To crave something that belongs to someone else

11
What is the 
Promised Land?

The land of Canaan, which God promised to give 
to the Israelites

12
What is the 
Sabbath?

A day of rest

13
What are the Ten 
Commandments? 

Ten rules given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai 
for the Israelites to follow

14 What is Baal? A god worshipped by Canaanite tribes

15
Who are the 
Philistines?

A tribe who fought against the Israelites

16 What is a prophet? A messenger from God

17 What is Exile?
Being forced to live outside the country of your 
birth

18
What is the 
Messiah?

A saviour, or rescuer, sent by God

19 What is a Jew?
The name given to the Israelites’ descendants 
today





Year 8 French - Module 2: A Week in Paris

Destinations Opinions

1 How do you say “to France”? En France 1 How do you say “I love”? J’adore

2 How do you say “to Paris”? À paris 2 How do you say “I don’t like”? Je n’aime pas

3 How do you say “to the Louvre”? Au Louvre 3 How do you say “I hate”? Je déteste / je hais

4 How do you say “to Eiffel Tower”? À la Tour Eiffel 4 How do you say “do you agree?” D’accord?

5 How do you say “to a restaurant”? Au restaurant 5 How do you say “I agree”? Je suis d’accord

6 How do you say “where is the museum”? C’est où, le musée? 6 How do you say “I don’t agree”? Je ne suis pas d’accord

7 How do you say “how much does it cost to get 
in?”

C’est combien, l’entrée? 7 How do you say “in my opinion”? À mon avis

8 How do you say “what time does it open”? C’est ouvert à quelle 
heure?

8 How do you say “however”? Cependant

Activities In Paris

1 How do you say “you can”? on peut 1 How do you say “I spent 3 days in Paris”? J’ai passé 3 jours à Paris

2 How do you say “eat in a restaurant”? manger au restaurant 2 How do you say “I bought some 
souvenirs”?

J’ai acheté des souvenirs

3 How do you say “visit monuments”? visiter les monuments 3 How do you say “I danced a lot”? J’ai beaucoup dansé

4 How do you say “visit museums”? visiter les musées 4 How do you say “I visited…”? J’ai visité le musée du Louvre 

5 How do you say “going to the cinema”? aller au cinéma 5 How do you say “I ate in a restaurant”? J’ai mangé au restaurant

6 How do you say “watch matches”? aller voir des matchs 6 How do you say “it was beautiful”? C’etait beau

7 How do you say “faire du roller”? roller-blading 7 How do you say “ it was weird”? C’etait bizarre

8 How do you say “ going shopping”? faire les magasins 8 How do you say “it was boring”? C’etait ennuyeux 

9 How do you say “taking photos”? prendre des photos 9 How do you say “It wasn’t bad”? Ce n’etait pas mal

10 How do you say “meeting up with my friends”? retrouver mes copains 10 How do you say “finallyl”? Finalent

11 How do you say “some tomatoes”? des tomates 11 How do you say “I met a good looking 
boy / girl”?

J’ai rencontré un beau garçon /une jolie 
fille



YEAR 8 TERM 1 MUSIC KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER –West African Music

Term Definition

1.Define polyrhythm. Two or more contrasting rhythms played at the same time.

2. What is a syncopation? Playing off the main beat.

3.  What is call and response?
A question and answer pattern-can be when a master drummer leads and the ret of the drumming circle 

responds.

4. Explain a layered texture. Two of more different musical parts played at the same time.

5. Describe the structure of West African Music. Intro, call and response, improvised call, unison response, outro

6. Describe the sonority of the Djembe. High tone, slap, low bass, flam

7. Describe the tempo of West African Music. Fast or slow

8. What is the purpose of the signal? To alert the players when to start playing.

9. Describe playing in unison. When all the drummers are performing the same rhythm at the same time.

10. Explain what an ostinato is. A repeated pattern.

11. Explain improvisation. Making up a rhythmic pattern on the drum.

12. Define monophony. One line of music being played.

13. Explain polyphony. Many different lines of music played at the same time.

14. What is an oral tradition? To learn something by listening to someone explain verbally how to do something.

15. What is the function of the master drummer?
The master drummer leads the performance by playing a starting and ending signal. He/she also maintains the 

tempo of the performance.

16. Explain a unison ostinato. Everyone plays the same pattern at the same time repeatedly.

17. Explain a unison response. Everyone plays the same pattern at the same time.

18. Describe an improvised call. Making up a short rhythmic pattern in response.

19. What is a griot? An African musician.

20.  Name four African instruments. Djembe, Agogo, Balafon, Dun Dun


