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CHARACTERS
1. Who is 
Sherlock 
Holmes? 

A fictional consulting 
detective created by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. He is known 
for his intelligence, 
introspection and 
deductive reasoning. 

2. Who is 
Doctor 
Watson? 

Holmes’ former flatmate, a 
doctor and his closest 
companion. The stories are 
told from his perspective, 
working as Holmes’ 
assistant.

3. Who is 
Irene 
Adler? 

A famous American opera 
singer who had a 
relationship with the future 
King of Bohemia. To Holmes 
holds her in high esteem,
seeing her as “the woman” 
that outsmarted him. 

4. Who is 
Vincent 
Spaulding
/ John 
Clay? 

Jabez Wilson’s assistant. 
This is actually a disguise for 
John Clay who uses Wilson’s 
shop as part of an elaborate 
criminal scheme. 

5. Who is 
Jabez 
Wilson? 

A London pawnbroker. His 
business is struggling so he 
takes the job working for The 
Red-Headed League. 

PLOT 
6. How does 
Sherlock discover 
where the 
photograph is in ‘A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia’? 

Sherlock relies on the 
predictability of human 
nature. He tricks Irene Adler 
into letting him into her 
home where he stages a fire 
to observe what she does. 

7. Why does the 
ending of ‘A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia’ stand 
apart from most 
other Holmes 
stories? 

At the end of the story, 
Sherlock realises he has 
been outwitted by Irene 
Adler, something that rarely 
happens. 

8. What is unusual 
about the villain 
John Clay in The 
Red-Headed 
League? 

John Clay is an
idiosyncratic villain who 
arrogantly believes himself 
to be of high status and 
better than others despite 
being caught committing a 
crime.

9. How does the 
opening of The 
Blue Carbuncle 
differ from some of 
the other Holmes 
stories? 

At the start of the story, 
instead of Sherlock 
deducing information 
about a person who is in 
front of him he deduces
information about a person 
from an object. 

Sherlock Holmes knowledge organiser
CONTEXT

10. When did Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle write the 
Sherlock Holmes stories? 

The first story was published in 1887 and the last 
was published in 1927. 

11. When and where were 
the stories set? 

The stories were set in London during the Victorian 
and Edwardian eras. 

12. How does Sherlock 
reflect the time period he 
existed in? 

The way Sherlock uses deductive reasoning and 
astute observations to solve crime reflects the 
Victorian’s growing interest in science and rational 
thought.

13. Why was Sherlock such 
a popular character when 
first published? 

As a talented detective, Sherlock satisfied society’s 
interest in crime and reflected the general view that 
the police could do more. 

14. When was the 
Metropolitan Police 
established? 

The Metropolitan Police was set up in 1829. 

15. Why was the 
Metropolitan Police set 
up? 

As population figures rose and poverty driven crime 
increased, law and order were under threat. The 
Met police were set up to tackle this.

FEATURES OF DOYLE’S DETECTIVE STORIES
16. What narrative 
perspective are the 
stories written in? 

The stories are written in first person from the 
perspective of Watson. 

17. What is the effect 
of this chosen 
narrative 
perspective?

The perspective allows us to get very close to the action 
whilst always being a little bit behind Sherlock's brilliant 
thinking, thereby keeping the mystery alive until the end.

18. What elements can 
we expect to see at the 
start of a Sherlock 
story? 

We can expect Sherlock and Watson together; a display 
of Sherlock’s brilliance as he deduces correctly about a 
new character; the exposition of a mystery from 
someone seeking Holmes’ help.

19. What narrative 
(story) arc can we 
expect in these short 
stories? 

Doyle uses the traditional formula of exposition, rising 
action (the building of tension), followed by a climactic 
moment and the satisfactory resolution of the mystery. 



No Question Answer No Question Answer

Q1. What is a factor? A factor is a number that divides into 

another number exactly, without leaving a 

remainder

Q14. How do you change a fraction 

into a decimal?

Divide the numerator by the denominator

Q2. What is a prime number? A prime number is a number that has only 

two factors, one and itself

Q15. What is a ratio? If there are 4 apples and 7 oranges the ratio of apples 

to oranges is 4:7
Q3. What are the multiples of a number? The multiples of a number are the times 

tables of the number

Q16. How do you simplify a ratio? To simplify a ratio, ensure the units are the same and 

divide by the biggest common factor (HCF)
Q4. What is the square of a number? The square of a number is a number 

multiplied by itself

Q17. How do you define a 

reflection?

State Reflection and equation of the line of reflection

(y=3) or line of symmetry
Q5. What is the highest common factor 

(HCF) of 2 numbers A and B?

The HCF is the biggest common factor that 

divides both A and B

Q18. How do you define a rotation? State Rotation, the angle of rotation, the direction of 

rotation (clockwise or anticlockwise) and the centre of 

rotation
Q6. What is the lowest common multiple 

(LCM) of 2 numbers X and Y?

The LCM is the smallest common multiple 

of both X and Y

Q19. How do you define a 

translation?

Stating the translation vector. The top number is how 

many squares the vector has moved right (+) or left (-). 

The bottom number is how many squares the shape 

has moved up (+) or down (-)
Q7. What is the numerator? The number above the line in a fraction, 

the top number

Q20. What is the scale factor of an 

enlargement?

The scale factor is the size of the enlargement. Scale 

factor 2 means all the side lengths have been doubled

Q8. What is the denominator? The number below the line in a fraction, 

the bottom number

Q21. How do you define an 

enlargement

Stating the scale factor and the centre of enlargement

Q9. How do you simplify a fraction? Divide the numerator and denominator by 

the greatest factor that will divide both 

numbers exactly

Q22. What are commutative 

transformations?

Commutative transformations are transformations 

where the order does not alter the result 

Q10. What is a proper fraction? A fraction where the numerator is smaller

than the denominator

Q23. What is a term of a sequence? Each number in a sequence is called a term

Q11. What is an improper fraction? A fraction where the numerator is bigger

than the denominator

Q24. What is the term to term rule 

of a sequence

The term to term rule is how to get from one term to 

the next
Q12. What is a mixed number? A mixed number is a whole number with a 

fraction 

Q25. What is the nth term? A formula that uses n (the position in the sequence) to 

find any number in the sequence
Q13. What is a percentage as a fraction? A number expressed as a fraction out of 

100

Q26. What is the Fibonacci 

sequence

A sequence where you add the last two terms to find 

the next term
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Year 8 – Biology – Autumn Term – B2.1 Tissues and Organsss

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 Where does gaseous exchange take place? In the lungs 15 What is the test for lipids?
Rub food on filter paper and hold to the light 

to see if it is now translucent

2 What structure protects your lungs? The ribs 16 What is the test for sugar?
Benedict's solution – forms a brick-red 

precipitate

3 What is the scientific name for an air sac? Alveoli 17 What is the test for protein? Biuret test – turns purple

4 Breathing in is also known as Inhaling 18
What is the risks associated with being 

overweight?
Heart disease, strokes, diabetes, some cancers

5 Breathing out is also known as exhaling 19 What does a vitamin D deficiency lead to? Rickets

6 When you breathe in your muscles Contract 20 What is digestion?
The process of breaking large molecules into 

smaller molecules by the body

7 Name two factors that reduce lung volume. Smoking and asthma 21
What is the role of the stomach in the 

digestive system?

To mix the food with digestive juices and 

acids

8 What are the 7 food groups?
Fats, carbohydrates, proteins, fats, minerals, 

vitamins, fibre and water
22

What are the tiny finger-like projections on the 

small intestine called?
Villi

9 What is a balanced diet? Eating the right nutrients in the right amounts 23 How are villi adapted to their function? Large surface area, maximising absorption

10 What are the two types of carbohydrates? Simple and complex 24 What are enzymes?
Special proteins that help to break down large 

molecules

11 What do lipids provide you with? Energy 25 What enzymes break down proteins? Protease

12 What are proteins needed for? Growth 26 What enzymes break down carbohydrates? Carbohydrase

13 Why do we need fibre? To prevent constipation 27 What enzymes break down lipids? Lipase



Year 8 – Chemistry – Autumn Term  – C2.1

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 What type of taste do acids have? Sour 15 If universal indicator turns orange, what am I? A weak acid

2 Is toothpaste an acid or an alkali? Alkali 16
If universal indicator turns dark purple, what 

am I?
A strong alkali

3 What should we wear when using acids? Goggles 17 What do antacids remove? Excess stomach acid

4 What colour is universal indicator in neutral? Green 18
What salt forms when sodium carbonate 

reacts with sulphuric acid?
Sodium sulphate

? What's the lowest pH? 1 19 Why should we filter our salt made? To remove any insoluble substances

6 What's the highest pH? 14 20 What pH range is a weak acid? pH4-6

7 What colour is litmus in acid? Red 21 What pH range is a strong alkali? pH11-14

8 What colour is litmus in alkali? Blue 22 How can we make a salt? React an acid with an alkali

9 When neither acid or alkali it is.........? Neutral 23
What does the reaction of a metal carbonate 

and an acid form?
Salt, water, carbon dioxide

10 An example of a strong acid is.........? Hydrochloric acid 24 How can we test for carbon dioxide? Limewater goes cloudy

11 An example of a weak acid is............? Vinegar 25
What salt forms between magnesium 

carbonate and hydrochloric acid?
Magnesium chloride

12 We need to use indicators so......... We can see the colour to compare to pH scale 26
How do we remove the water to obtain a dry 

salt?
Crystallisation / evaporation

13 What neutralises an acid? An alkali 27
Why must we take care when performing a 

crystallisation?
Very hot



Year 8 – Physics – Autumn Term  – P2.1 Movement and Pressure

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1
We calculate speed using this equation: 

speed = 
distance / time 14

Decreasing the volume will do what to gas 

pressure?
Increase it

2
If distance is measured in meters and time in 

seconds what are the units of speed
m/s 15

If a gas cools what happens to the motion of 

the gas particles?
They slow down

3
How fast one object is moving compared to 

another is called ….. ?
Relative motion 16

As you go deeper under the ocean what 

happens to pressure?
It increases

4
What is plotted on the y axis in a distance-time 

graph?
Distance 17

Why does the pressure change this way as you 

go deeper under the ocean?
Weight of water above increases

5
What does a line showing a constant speed 

look like on a distance-time graph?

Diagonal straight line 

from origin
18

As you climb up a mountain what happens to 

the air pressure?
It decreases

6
If the line is horizontal on a distance-time 

graph what is happening to the object?
It is stationary (not moving) 19

Why does air pressure change this way as you 

climb a mountain?

There are fewer air particles higher up (lower air 

density)

7
If the distance-time slope curves up from the 

bottom left to the top right what does this 

suggest?

Acceleration (getting faster) 20 Force / Area =               (Units?) Pressure           (N/m2)

8
How do we find the speed from a distance-

time graph?
From the gradient (slope) 21

Why does a drawing pin have a large head 

and a sharp point? 
Low pressure on thumb, high pressure at point

9
If we decrease speed every second what do 

we call this?
Deceleration 22

To calculate a moment you use what 

equation?

Moment (Nm) = force (N) x distance from pivot 

(m)

10 The turning effect of a force is called the Moment 23
If we decrease speed every second what do 

we call this?
Deceleration

11
The weight of an object acts through a point 

called the
Centre of gravity/centre of mass 24 In what direction does pressure act? 90º to a surface

12
if an object’s anticlockwise motion = its 

clockwise motion, we say it is 
Balanced/ in equilibrium 25

Why is it impossible to open an airplane door in 

flight?

Huge difference in air pressure between inside 

and outside

13
Collisions between gas molecules and the 

sides of the container are known as 
Pressure 26



Year 8- Autumn 1- ‘Was Anglo-Saxon England really that different to the Byzantine Empire?’

# Question Answer # Question Answer

1 Why was government in Anglo-Saxon England 

decentralised?

There was no single government- power was divided across 

different rulers and areas 

13

What percentage of the population in Anglo-

Saxon England were slaves? 10%

2
Name three of the seven main kingdoms of 

Anglo-Saxon England: Northumbria, Wessex, East Anglia and Kent.
14

What did the Anglo-Saxons replace Christianity 

with as the main religion in England?

Paganism

3

Who helped Anglo-Saxon rulers keep control?

Thanes (they were in charge of villages and gathered armies 

which were made up of farmers)

15 What rights did women in Anglo-Saxon England 

have?

Own and sell land, Choose their husband and Receive 

custody of children and entitled to half goods of a 

household in case of divorce

4 Why was government in the Byzantine Empire 

centralised?

Power was concentrated in the hands of one imperial 

government led by an Emperor.
16 Where was slavery especially widespread in the 

Byzantine Empire? Cities and towns

5 Who had power in the Byzantine Empire and 

where were they based?

The emperor, the Senate and the imperial court. They were 

all based in Constantinople.

17 What three laws did Empress Theodora pass to 

protect women’s rights?

Banned forced prostitution, death penalty for rape and 

increased women’s rights to own property

6
Why was government in the Byzantine Empire 

centralised?

Power was concentrated in the hands of one imperial 

government led by an Emperor.
18

What was the official religion of the Byzantine 

Empire? Christianity

7 What happened to a lot of Roman

infrastructure during Anglo-Saxon ruler? They could not be maintained and fell into disrepair.

19 How did government in Anglo-Saxon England 

contrast with that of the Byzantine Empire?

Power was centralized in the Byzantine Empire and de-

centralized in Anglo-Saxon England 

8 What types of settlement did Anglo-Saxons 

live in during the 5th and 6th centuries? Rural settlements

20 How was government in Anglo-Saxon England 

similar with that of the Byzantine Empire?

Byzantine emperors and Anglo-Saxon rulers both used 
armies made up of farmers who were awarded lands to 
work on

9 What was the capital city of the Byzantine 

Empire?  Constantinople 21
How did infrastructure in Anglo-Saxon England

contrast with that of the Byzantine Empire?

Anglo-Saxon England was a largely rural society whereas
the Byzantine Empire consisted of many important urban
centers. In Byzantine Empire more advanced engineering
skills meant people benefited from fresh water supplies

10 Who did the Byzantine Empire inherit 

technology and engineering skills from? The Romans

22 How was infrastructure in Anglo-Saxon England 

similar with that of the Byzantine Empire?

Both Anglo-Saxon (feasting halls) and the Byzantines   

(Hippodromes) provided entertainment venues for its 

people

11
What public facilities did the Byzantine Empire 

provide? Public baths, toilets and fountains

23
How did society in Anglo-Saxon England contrast 

with that of the Byzantine Empire?

People in Anglo-Saxon England and the Byzantine Empire 

practiced different religions and worshipped different 

gods. There was widespread trade and use of coins as 

currency in Byzantine lands unlike Anglo-Saxon lands

12 Who did the Byzantine Empire inherit 

technology and engineering skills from? The Romans

24 How was society in Anglo-Saxon England similar 

with that of the Byzantine Empire?

There were enslaved people in both Anglo-Saxon and 
Byzantine society. Anglo-Saxon and Byzantine women had 
important  rights protected



# Question Answer # Question Answer

1

What is an Ecosystem? A community of plants and animals that interact with one another and with their 

physical environment.

15 What is Weathering? The breakdown of rock, soil and minerals due to the earth’s natural processes. 

Wind, water, temperature and biotic factors can cause weathering.

2
What is a Biome? A large global ecosystem, whose location is dictated by climate. 16 What is Precipitation? Atmospheric water vapour that falls under gravity. For example: snow; rain; hail.

3

What are Abiotic factors? Features of an ecosystem that are not living and have never been alive. For 

example: soil; water; rocks.

17 What is Evaporation? The process whereby a liquid turns to gas

4
What are Biotic Factors? Features of an ecosystem that are living. For example: plants; animals; bacteria. 18 What is Condensation? The process whereby a gas turns to liquid.

5

What is Photosynthesis? The process by which plants produce energy (from carbon dioxide and water) 

through absorbing the sun’s energy.

19 What is Global Atmospheric 

Circulation?

Global atmospheric circulation is the large-scale movement of air by which heat is 
distributed on the surface of the Earth

6

What is a Producer? An organism that is able to absorb energy from the sun through photosynthesis. 

Producers are plants.

20 What is Weather? Weather is the day-to-day conditions of the atmosphere at a particular place. It 
includes temperature, precipitation, cloud cover and wind speed

7
What is a Primary Consumer? A creature that eats the producers (plants). These organisms are known as 

herbivores. For example: a caterpillar or a cow.

21 What is Climate? Climate is the average weather conditions of a place taken over a long period of 
time, typically 30 years.

8

What is a Secondary Consumer? An animal that eats other animals. These animals are known as carnivores. For 

example: a bird or a fox.

22 What is Adaptation? The evolutionary process where an organism becomes better suited to its habitat

9

What is a Decomposer? An organism that breaks down dead plant and animal matter. For example: a 

worm or bacteria.

23 What is Agriculture? Agriculture is the art and science of cultivating the soil, growing crops and raising 
livestock

10

What is a Food-chain? A set of links between organisms, where each organism depends on the previous 

organism in the chain for food. For example: grass > caterpillar > blackbird > owl

24 What is Biodiversity? The variety of plant and animal life in the world or in a particular habitat, a high level 
of biodiversity is usually considered to be important and desirable.

11

What is a Hot-Desert? A hot desert is a part of the world that has high average temperatures and very 
low precipitation. These areas need to have less than 250mm of rainfall per year 
to be classified as a desert.

25 What is Greenpeace? Greenpeace is an independent, non-profit, global campaigning organization that 
uses non-violent, creative confrontation to expose global environmental problems 
and their causes.

12

What is Tropical Rainforest? The tropical rainforest is a hot, moist biome where it rains all year long. It is known 
for its dense canopies of vegetation that form four different layers.

26

What is United Cacao?

United Cacao is a non-profit organisation which seeks to provide a clear path 
forward for ethically produced cacao to the world marketplace

13
What are Nutrients? Substances used by an organism (plant or animal) to survive, grow and reproduce. 

Nutrients are found in the soil, plants and animals.

27 What is Deforestation? The action of clearing a wide area of trees.

14

What is a Food-web? A complex network of food chains.

Year 8 – Geography – Tropical Rainforests – Spring Geography - Tropical Rainforests



People

22 Who is Adam? The first man in the Bible

23 Who is Eve? The first woman in the Bible

24 Who is Cain? Adam and Eve’s son who murders his 
brother Abel

25 Who is Abel? Adam and Eve’s son, who is murdered by 
his brother Cain

26 Who is Noah? A man called by God to build an ark to save 
him from the flood

27 Who is 
Abraham?

A man who God promised to make the 
‘father of a great nation’

28 Who is Isaac? Abraham’s son, who God tells Abraham to 
sacrifice as a test of faith

29 Who is Jacob? Isaac’s son, who has his own twelve sons

30 Who is Esau? Isaac’s son, Jacob’s brother

31 Who is Joseph? A son of Jacob who was sold into slavery in 
Egypt by his brothers because of the 
dreams he has about them

32 Who is Potiphar? A man who Joseph worked for in Egypt

Vocabulary  Biblical Literacy Genesis

1 What is Genesis?
The first book in the Bible. It literally 
means 'origin'

2 Who are the Israelites?

The name given to Abraham’s descendants, 
who are chosen by God to be a great nation 
and have their own land

3
What is the Old 
Testament?

The first part of the Bible written between 
800 BCE and 165 BCE.

4
What is the New 
Testament?

The second part of the bible written around 
ce 30-70

5 What is the Pentateuch?
The first five books of the Bible- Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

6 What are scriptures? Religious texts

7 What is the Torah?
The name, meaning ‘law’ that Jewish 
people give to the first five books of the 
bible

8 What is a myth?
A story that is not historically true, but 
which contains spiritual truth

9
What is The Fall of 
Humanity?

Adam and Eve's disobedience towards God 
by eating the forbidden fruit bringing sin 
and evil into the world

10
What is The Garden of 
Eden?

The garden created by God for Adam and 
Eve to live in

11 What is Original Sin?
The Christian belief that everybody is born 
with a desire to do wrong

12 What is sin? Disobeying God

13 What is a sacrifice?
Giving up an animal or farming product 
and dedicating it to God to thank him, 
saying sorry or asking for protection

14 What is the covenant?
An agreement or promise between God and 
people

15 What is the Ark? The ship built by Noah to survive the flood

16
What does circumcise 
mean?

To remove a male’s foreskin

17
What does 
descendants mean?

A future relation e.g. a child or child's 
child

18 What is faith? Trust in God

19
What does bless 
mean?

To award God's protection and favour to 
someone

20
What are The Twelve 
Tribes of Israel?

The name given to the families and 
descendants of Jacob’s sons

21 What is a cup-bearer?
Someone who serves wine in a royal 
household





Year 8 French – Module 1: Leisure and Media

TV Genres Film Genres 

1 How do you say “cartoons”? les dessins animés 1 How do you say ”comedies”? les comédies

2 How do you say ”documentaries”? les documentaires 2 How do you say ”action films”? les films d’action

3 How do you say ”sports shows”? les émissions de sport 3 How do you say ”romantic films”? les films d’amour

4 How do you say ”reality TV shows”? les émissions de télé-réalité 4 How do you say ”martial arts films”? les films d’arts martiaux

5 How do you say ”music shows”? les émissions musicales 5 How do you say ”adventure films”? les films d’aventure

6 How do you say ”the news”? les infos 6 How do you say ”fantasy films”? les films fantastiques

7 How do you say ”game shows”? les jeux télévisés 7 How do you say ”horror films”? les films d’horreur

8 How do you say ”the weather”? la météo 8 How do you say ”science-fiction films”? les films de science-fiction

Internet Activities Past Tense 

1 How do you say “on the Internet”? Sur Internet 1 How do you say “yesterday evening”? Hier soir

2 How do you say “I send emails”? J’envoie des e-mails. 2 How do you say ”I discussed…. ”? J’ai discuté.

3 How do you say “I do lots of things”? Je fais beaucoup de choses. 3 How do you say ”I listened to the radio”? J’ai écouté la radio.

4 How do you say “I do online 
shopping"?

Je fais des achats. 4 How do you say ”I sent a text message”? J’ai envoyé un texto

5 How do you say “I do quizzes”? Je fais des quiz. 5 How do you say ”I played online games”? J’ai joué à des jeux en ligne.

6 How do you say “I play games online”? Je joue à des jeux en ligne. 6 How do you say ”I posted photos”? J’ai posté des photos.

7 How do you say “I update my profile”? Je mets à jour ma page 
perso.

7 How do you say ”I watched video clips”? J’ai regardé des clips vidéo.

8 How do you say “I go on my favourite 
websites”?

Je vais sur mes sites 
préférés.

8 How do you say ”I surfed the internet”? J’ai surfé sur Internet.

9 How do you say “I go on blogs”? Je vais sur des blogs. 9 How do you say ”I chatted on MSN 
Messenger”? 

J’ai tchatté sur MSN.

10 How do you say “I go onto forums”? Je vais sur des forums. 10 How do you say ”I downloaded some songs”? J’ai téléchargé des chansons.



Year 8 French – Module 1: Leisure and Media

Adjectives Literature 

1 How do you say “I find it…”? je trouve ça … 1 How do you say “I read”? je lis …

2 How do you say “funny”? amusant 2 How do you say “a comic”? une BD

3 How do you say “quite good”? assez bien 3 How do you say “a thriller”? un livre d’épouvante

4 How do you say “boring”? barbant 4 How do you say “a celebrity magazine”? un magazine sur les célébrités

5 How do you say “great”? chouette 5 How do you say “a mange” / “anime”? un manga

6 How do you say “scary”? effrayant 6 How do you say “a fantasy novel”? un roman fantastique

7 How do you say “ moving”? émouvant 7 How do you say “a crime novel”? un roman policier

8 How do you say “captivating”? captivant 8 How do you say “a love story”? un roman d’amour

Foods Breakfast 

1 How do you say “some chicken”? du poulet 1 How do you say “breakfast”? Le petit déjeuner

2 How do you say “some soup” ? de la soupe 2 How do you say “some bread”? du pain

3 How do you say “some meat”? de la viande 3 How do you say “some jam”? de la confiture

4 How do you say “some pancakes”? des crêpes 4 How do you say “some cereal”? des céréales

5 How do you say “some raw vegetables”? des crudités 5 How do you say “a croissant”? un croissant

6 How do you say “some snails”? des escargots 6 How do you say “a chocolate croissant”? un pain au chocolat

7 How do you say “some vegetables”? des légumes 7 How do you say “ a baguette”? une baguette

8 How do you say “ some pasta”? des pâtes 8 How do you say “a brioche”? une brioche

9 How do you say “take-away”? des plats à emporter 9 How do you say “some coffee”? du café

10 How do you say “some potatoes”? des pommes de terre 10 How do you say “some hot chocolate”? du chocolat chaud

11 How do you say “some tomatoes”? des tomates 11 How do you say “some orange juice”? du jus d’orange



YEAR 8 TERM 1 MUSIC KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER –West African Music

Term Definition

1.Define polyrhythm. Two or more contrasting rhythms played at the same time.

2. What is a syncopation? Playing off the main beat.

3.  What is call and response?
A question and answer pattern-can be when a master drummer leads and the ret of the drumming circle 

responds.

4. Explain a layered texture. Two of more different musical parts played at the same time.

5. Describe the structure of West African Music. Intro, call and response, improvised call, unison response, outro

6. Describe the sonority of the Djembe. High tone, slap, low bass, flam

7. Describe the tempo of West African Music. Fast or slow

8. What is the purpose of the signal? To alert the players when to start playing.

9. Describe playing in unison. When all the drummers are performing the same rhythm at the same time.

10. Explain what an ostinato is. A repeated pattern.

11. Explain improvisation. Making up a rhythmic pattern on the drum.

12. Define monophony. One line of music being played.

13. Explain polyphony. Many different lines of music played at the same time.

14. What is an oral tradition? To learn something by listening to someone explain verbally how to do something.

15. What is the function of the master drummer?
The master drummer leads the performance by playing a starting and ending signal. He/she also maintains the 

tempo of the performance.

16. Explain a unison ostinato. Everyone plays the same pattern at the same time repeatedly.

17. Explain a unison response. Everyone plays the same pattern at the same time.

18. Describe an improvised call. Making up a short rhythmic pattern in response.

19. What is a griot? An African musician.

20.  Name four African instruments. Djembe, Agogo, Balafon, Dun Dun


