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29/09/2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We have all been delighted with how well the Year 11 students have come back and how 

motivated they seem to get down to the hard work required of them.  

Being a Year 11 student is a big step up and it requires a certain shift in mindset; both from 

the students themselves and from their parents and carers at home. In a normal academic 

year we would expect to see an increase in the amount of work each Year 11 student 

completes at home and the effort they put into their studies at evenings and weekends.  

 

As we are all aware, this is not a normal school year. We know that our young people have 

fallen behind due to the extended school closures and we also know that nationally the gap 

between state and privately educated children has increased. It is Ark’s mission to eradicate 

this gap and ensure that any child who comes to our school, regardless of background or 

prior achievement, can secure great exam results. Our students are competing on an unfair 

playing field with their peers at private schools for the same exam results.  

 

Exam results, as we have seen highlighted last summer, are closely controlled by the 

Government. It is not the case that gaining 70% in an exam will guarantee a certain grade. 

The grade boundaries change annually and so our students are in direct competition with 

every other student in the country in Y11 for the grades.  

To this end, to provide our Year 11 students with the very best chance of exam success, we are 

going to launch a compulsory after-school academic study club every day for every Year 11 

student for 60 minutes. This session will run from 15.40 to 16.40 each day.  Students will be 

provided with a light snack between their period 6 lesson and the start of the academic study 

club.    The study club will be based in the hall with students seated separately at exam desks.  

Members of staff and senior leaders will supervise students whilst they are completing work. 

 

The academic study club will begin running from Monday 19th October and will take place 

every day of the week from Monday through to Friday.  

 

I appreciate your support with this matter and know that we are all working together to 

secure the very best outcomes for our current Year 11s.  

 

Yours 

 
Oliver Knight 

Principal  
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