
 

YR11 Revision Booklet 

Preparation for Language Paper 2 and Literature Paper 2 

 

Key Information to Revise: 

Language – The different question types and what the examiner wants to see in each 

answer; question timings; top tips on how to succeed 

 

An Inspector Calls: The plot (in detail), characters, themes and writer methods used by 

Priestley; Priestley’s purpose for writing the play and context 

 

Power and Conflict Poetry: For each poem understand what is happening literally in the 

poem and what bigger ideas the poem is exploring; how each poet has used language 

and structure to get their messages across; the different themes and which poems link to 

each and how 

 

Key Materials for Revision: 

Language – Strategies for Success (see below); Seneca Language (check you have your 

class code from your teacher); Example paper 

Literature – SNAP revision guides; Seneca; Example paper 

 

Suggested Revision Strategies: 

Language 

• Under timed conditions (45 minutes in total) plan and write an answer to one of the 

prompts below:  

• Use the read – cover – write – check approach to ensure you understand the 

different question styles and how to answer them. 

 

Literature  

• Use the questions in your SNAP guides to test your knowledge 

 

• Study exemplar answers in the back of your guides; write your own response to the 

same question under timed conditions (40 minutes max); compare your answer to 

exemplar again to see what yours still lacks and what you succeeded in doing well 

 

• Test your knowledge of the plot – write out the plot to An Inspector Calls in 20 bullet 

points or more from memory.  



 

• Key Quotation Chanting – Learn the key quotes  off by heart – chant them as you 

walk around until everyone you live with knows them too.  

 

• Look at the list of practice questions. Give yourself 15 minutes to map out a detailed 

plan, testing your recall. Aim to include quotes, contextual detail and writer 

methods in the plan. Number your ideas to show what order you’d discuss them in.  

 

*** 

 

Strategies for Paper 2: Non- Fiction 

Question 1: Just remember four – No LESS No MORE – Selecting 4 statements to answer a 

question 

Question 2: Summarise = SQI: Statement, Quote, Inference. NO language analysis. Keep it 

snappy. Make sure to compare (10 minutes max) 

Question 3: Language = Can use DICE structure - Device, Inference, Connotations, Effect 

on reader; Simply identifying key phrases that help convey an idea and explaining how it 

does it(15 minutes max) 

Question 4: Comparison of attitudes = SEE, FEEL, HOW (What do the writers draw your 

attention to? What do they feel about it? How do you know - what language have they 

used); look at the opening and the ending to begin with if you’re stuck (20 minutes max) 

Question 5: Persuasive or Argumentative writing – Remember to PLAN; read the question 

carefully so you write in the correct format and to the right audience; formal in tone. (45 

minutes)  

 

 

Question 5 Prompts: 

❖ ‘In today’s society being polite is seen as more important than being truthful.’ Write a 

magazine article for a national Sunday paper arguing your point of view on this. 

 

❖ ‘Too much pressure is put on young people.’ Write a letter to the Educational Secretary 

arguing your point of view on this. 

 

❖ ‘Battling the climate crisis isn’t something any individual can do. Only government can 

create change.’ Write an article for a national newspaper persuading the readers to see 

your point of view on this.  

 

❖ ‘We aren’t what we eat, so schools should stop trying to force us to avoid certain foods.’ 

Write a speech for a school assembly arguing your point of view on this.  



 

Practice Essay Questions Literature 

An Inspector Calls: 

1) How important is the character of Eric in demonstrating Priestley’s ideas? 

Write about: 

● How Eric responds to his family and the Inspector 

● How Priestley presents Eric’s actions 

 

2) How successfully is the idea of collective responsibility explored in this play, through the use of 

the Inspector? 

Write about: 

● Priestley’s ideas about collective responsibility in An Inspector Calls 

● How Priestley uses the Inspector to present these views 

 

3) How does Priestley use Gerald Croft’s character to explore privilege in society? 

Write about: 

● How Priestley presents Gerald Croft  

● How Gerald treats others in the play  

 

4) Why did Priestley create the Birling family as the central characters in An Inspector Calls? 

Write about: 

● How Priestley presents the Birlings 

● What the Birling family represent and how they demonstrate Priestley’s views 

 

5) How does Priestley explore guilt in An Inspector Calls? 

Write about: 

● How Priestley presents guilt by the way he writes 

● How Priestley presents different characters’ reactions to guilt 

 

6) How does Priestley present Eva Smith to explore the treatment of the working class? 

Write about: 

● How Priestley presents Eva Smith 

● What Eva Smith represents and how this shows Priestley’s views 

 

7) How does Priestley explore ideas about gender inequality in An Inspector Calls?? 

Write about: 

● Priestley’s views on gender inequality 

● How Priestley presents gender inequality 

 

 

 



 

Poetry:  

 

Try planning an answer with access to both poems for reference, then with only the named poem, 

then with no notes at all.  

1. Compare how poets present the effects of conflict on people in Poppies and in one other 

poem from Power and Conflict. 

2. Compare how poets present the effects of war in Bayonet Charge and in one other poem 

from Power and Conflict.  

 

3. Compare the ways poets present the power of the natural world in Storm on the Island and 

in one other poem from Power and Conflict.  

4. Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in Ozymandias and in one other 

poem from Power and Conflict.  

 

5. Compare the ways poets present ideas about identity in The Emigrée and in one other 

poem from Power and Conflict.  

 

6. Compare the ways poets present individual experiences of conflict in War Photographer 

and in one other poem from Power and Conflict.  

 

7. Compare the ways poets present powerful individuals in My Last Duchess and in one other 

poem from Power and Conflict.  

 

 

 

 

An Inspector Calls – Some Key Quotations:  

 

Theme: Responsibility  

 

• Community and all that nonsense –  Mr Birling dismissing the idea of responsibility and 

working together 

 

• There are millions and millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths – Act 2: 

Inspector Goole as part of his final speech and as the mouthpiece for Priestley 

reminding us all that Eva’s story isn’t unique. There are always people in need that 

we need to take responsibility for. 

 

• You mustn’t try and build up a kind of wall between us – Sheila warning Mr Birling 

they mustn’t separate themselves from others.  

 

Theme: Gender 

 

• I wasn’t in love with her or anything – Eric Birling about Eva Smith displaying a 

reckless, privileged approach towards women. 

 

• you’d better ask Gerald for that ring you gave back to him – Arthur Birling to Sheila 

showing both a patronising approach to his daughter’s actions and a dismissive 

response to the damaging actions of Gerald.  

 



• Is it the one you wanted me to have? – Sheila responding to Gerald after he gives 

her the engagement ring indicating a submissive, passive quality to Sheila within 

their relationship mirroring a typical expectation of women at the time. 

 

Theme: Age 

 

• The famous younger generation who know it all. And they can’t even take a joke. – 

Arthur Birling at the end of the play, emphasising the divide between the older and 

younger generation’s reaction to the Inspector’s message.  

 

• It frightens me the way you talk, and I can’t listen to any more of it – Shelia Birling 

showing just how much she has learnt, conveying the gap between the generations.  

 

• ‘Eric, I’m absolutely ashamed of you.’ Eric: ‘Well, I don’t blame you. But don’t forget 

I’m ashamed of you as well - yes both of you’  - Sybil Birling and Eric (whole quote 

given for context but you could just learn the underlined bit) – this exchange 

emphasises how Eric is taking responsibility and at the same time addressing the 

older generation’s refusal to.  

 

 

 
Power and Conflict Cluster Key Quotations:  

Ozymandias 

Look on my works, ye Mighty and despair – demonstrates arrogance and tyrannical power of king 

Colossal wreck, boundless and bare – Nature and time destroy human power 

 

London 

Marks of weakness, marks of woe- Blake sees misery generated by the establishment wherever he goes 

The mind forged manacles I hear- Metaphorical description of how it isn’t only the establishment holding 

people back, but their own mindset  

 

The Prelude 

A huge peak, black and huge- A description of the mountain that scares Wordsworth – note the repetition 

of huge showing he is speechless 

huge and mighty forms, that do not live like living men, moved slowly through the mind - Wordsworth 

describing the impact the event has had on him – he now understands nature is a powerful force out of 

man’s control 

 

My Last Duchess 

My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name – Demonstrates arrogance of Duke and the importance he 

places on titles  

Notice Neptune/ Taming a sea-horse –Symbolises the Duke’s perception of his power and status: he views 

himself as God –like, untouchable and able to control others 

 

Charge of the Light Brigade 



“theirs not to make reply/ theirs not to reason why/ theirs but to do and die” – Portrays the soldiers as heroic 

and the actions they took as inevitable  

Noble six hundred – Again emphasises the bravery of the soldiers, celebrating them  

 

Exposure 

Our brains ache, in the merciless iced east winds that knive us...” Demonstrates the fierce power of nature, 

a greater enemy than the human conflict the soldiers face 

But nothing happens – Repeated throughout, emphasising the monotony of war 

 

Storm on the Island 

We are bombarded by the empty air – War imagery used to help demonstrate the power of nature 

Spits like a tame cat/ Turned savage –Illustrates the power of nature and the fact humans cannot expect to 

control it 

Bayonet Charge 

king, honour, human dignity, etcetera –List of all the ideas soldiers are often given to justify war, abandoned 

– no longer important in the immediate fear and threat of war  

bullets smacking the belly out of the air- Personification helps to convey the impact of war on the 

surrounding environment. The plosive sounds mimic the impact of bullets.  

 

Remains 

Probably armed, possibly not – Repeated line in the poem, indicating uncertainty to his actions, memory 

and an indication of his guilt 

His bloody life in my bloody hands – Metaphorical phrase symbolising his guilt; indicates the power he 

abused 

 

Poppies 

After you’d gone I went into your bedroom/released a song bird from its cage. – Metaphorical line 

symbolising her releasing her emotions whilst ‘after’ leaves the timeline vague – could mean after he leaves 

or after he dies 

Hoping to hear your playground voice -Conveys the longing the mother feels for her son whilst ‘playground 

voice’ again gives a sense of time shifting  

War Photographer 

Solutions slop in trays beneath his hands, which did not tremble then –Reflects on the photographer’s ability 

to take photographs without showing emotion at the time; note double meaning of ‘solutions’ 

  A hundred agonies in black and white – Emotive phrase that illustrates the extent of the pain of conflict 

captured in the images he has taken  

 

Tissue 

The sun shines through their borderlines- Describing the power of nature piercing the man-made borders 

drawn on maps – illustrating the transitional power of man 



Raise a structure never meant to last, of paper smoothed and stroked and thinned – The gentle verbs 

‘smoothed and stroked’ echoing an earlier line in the poem – describing the human body and fragile 

nature of man 

 

The Emigree 

It may be sick with tyrants but I am branded by an impression of sunlight – Illustrates how she is aware her 

old city may now be a dangerous place but she only remembers it with happiness (nostalgic)  

My city takes me dancing through the city of walls –Personifying her old city, showing how her memory of it 

helps her feel safe and joyful in her new, oppressive city 

 

Checking out me history 

Blind me to me own identity – Metaphorical phrase to describe how he feels the education system has 

stopped him from learning about his own culture 

I carving out me identity  - Metaphorical phrase illustrating how he is taking back control from the system 

that didn’t acknowledge his culture 

 

Kamikaze 

Like a huge flag waved first one way/then the other -Describing the shoals of fish as he flies over the sea – 

captures eye catching power of nature -note the patriotic symbol of the flag  

He must have wondered/which had been the better way to die – Acknowledging the inner conflict the pilot 

must have ended up feeling once he was ostracised (excluded) from his society 

 

 


