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Our Spring Term Homework Programme 

 

 Due Date: Homework Task Duration 

Week  

# 2 

Monday, January 13 Vocabulary list 1 

 ongoing book review 

 

 

Aim for 15 

minutes a day 

reviewing 

vocabulary 

and a 

minimum of 20 

minutes a day 

reading. 

 

When your 

book is finished 

then use that 

reading time 

for writing your 

report. 

Week 

# 3 

Monday, January 20 Vocabulary list 2 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 4 

Monday, January 27 Vocabulary list 3 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 5 

Monday, February 3 Vocabulary list 4 

 and ongoing book review 

Week  

# 6 

Monday, February 10 

 

Vocabulary list 5 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 7 

Monday, February 24 

(This is the first Monday 

after half term) 

Vocabulary list 6 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 8 

Monday, March 2 Vocabulary list 7 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 9 

Monday, March 9 Vocabulary list 8 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 10 

Monday, March 16 Vocabulary list 9 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 11 

Monday, March 23 Vocabulary list 10 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 12 

Monday, March 30 Vocabulary list 11 

BOOK REPORT DUE 



 

 

You will be tested on the week’s vocabulary list every Monday.  

There are 24 words we would like you to master this term. At first, you will just 

need to know what they mean and how to use them in a sentence. From 

week four, you will also be tested on the spellings. Once you’ve been quizzed 

on all the meanings and spellings, you’ll start to practise changing the word 

class or form of some words (from week seven). By the final week, you will be 

expected to know all 24 words and to use them in your own writing. 

 

Each week there is some space for you to practise. You do not need to show 

this work to your teacher; it’s just to help you prepare. 

 

 

For the book review you will select a book. (It cannot be one you read in 

English or with your reading group at the start of the day. It must be suitable 

for your age. Ask your teacher if you are unsure.) 

Over the term you will read the book and write a detailed book review. See 

the end of the pack for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework #1: Due Monday, January 13     

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. tragic (adj) – very sad, or part of a tragedy 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ has a tragic ending. 

2. prologue (n) – the introduction to a book, film, or play 

The prologue of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ outlines some of the plot. 

3. sonnet (n) – a type of love poem that has 14 lines, a strict rhyme scheme, and 

10 syllables per line 

Sonnets were popular in Shakespeare’s time. 

4. feud (n) – a serious and sometimes violent argument between two people or 

groups that continues for a long time 

There is a longstanding feud between the Montagues and the Capulets. 

5. to foreshadow (v) – to show or warn that something bigger, worse, or more 

important is coming 

Shakespeare often foreshadows the lovers’ fate. 

6. catastrophe (n) – disaster  

The party was a catastrophe and everyone went home miserable. 

7. to reconcile (v) – to settle a quarrel or make friends again 

The prince tries to reconcile the Montagues and the Capulets. 

8. status quo (n) – the situation that exists now without any changes 

Many people accept the status quo while others fight to change it. 

 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Homework #2: Due Monday, January 20     

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. tragic flaw (n) – a character has a tragic flaw when what makes them so 

special also brings about their downfall 

Pride or ambition can often be a tragic flaw. 

2. obstacle (n) – a problem that must be overcome 

In spite of the obstacles in her way, she passed the exam with flying 

colours. 

3. hyperbole (n) – exaggeration 

Lovers in Shakespeare’s time often use hyperbole to praise their loved 

one. 

4. exiled (adj) – forced to leave your home city or country as a punishment 

Romeo is exiled from Verona. 

5. self-assured (adj) – confident in your own ability or character 

It was clear that the students were self-assured from the confident way 

that they spoke. 

6. dutiful (adj) – motivated to do something because you think it’s right, not 

necessarily because you want to 

Mary always followed her dad’s advice because she was a dutiful 

daughter. 

7. well-intentioned (adj) – wanting or planning to do good 

The friar is well-intentioned but his plan doesn’t work. 

8. impulsive (adj) – acting without thinking beforehand 

As a child, Jane Eyre is often impulsive. 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 



Homework #3: Due Monday, January 27    

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. infatuated (adj) – attracted to someone in a strong but not very deep way 

Romeo is infatuated with Rosaline. 

2. to idealise (v) – to think of something as more perfect than it is 

Teenagers often idealise celebrities. 

3. devoted (adj) – very loving, loyal, or committed 

Kevin is a devoted son; he visits his aging mother every day. 

4. destructive (adj) – causing great damage 

Romeo’s love for Juliet could be seen as destructive. 

5. self-absorbed (adj) – thinking only about one’s own feelings or situation 

Amir was so self-absorbed that he didn’t notice his friend was suffering. 

6. distraught (adj) – extremely upset 

Sumaya was distraught when her beloved dog died. 

7. incensed (adj) – extremely angry 

Ms Janz was incensed when the coach broke down. 

8. futile (adj) – pointless 

Some critics think the First World War was futile. 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Homework #4: Due Monday, February 3    

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week, you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. tragic (adj) – very sad, or part of a tragedy 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ has a tragic ending. 

2. prologue (n) – the introduction to a book, film, or play 

The prologue of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ outlines some of the plot. 

3. sonnet (n) – a type of love poem that has 14 lines, a strict rhyme scheme, and 

10 syllables per line 

Sonnets were popular in Shakespeare’s time. 

4. feud (n) – a serious and sometimes violent argument between two people or 

groups that continues for a long time 

There is a longstanding feud between the Montagues and the Capulets. 

5. to foreshadow (v) – to show or warn that something bigger, worse, or more 

important is coming 

Shakespeare often foreshadows the lovers’ fate. 

6. catastrophe (n) – disaster  

The party was a catastrophe and everyone went home miserable. 

7. to reconcile (v) – to settle a quarrel or make friends again 

The prince tries to reconcile the Montagues and the Capulets. 

8. status quo (n) – the situation that exists now without any changes 

Many people accept the status quo while others fight to change it. 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



Homework #5: Due Monday, February 10    

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. tragic flaw (n) – a character has a tragic flaw when what makes them so 

special also brings about their downfall 

Pride or ambition can often be a tragic flaw. 

2. obstacle (n) – a problem that must be overcome 

In spite of the obstacles in her way, she passed the exam. 

3. hyperbole (n) – exaggeration 

Lovers in Shakespeare’s time often use hyperbole. 

4. exiled (adj) – forced to leave your home city or country as a punishment 

Romeo is exiled from Verona. 

5. self-assured (adj) – confident in your own ability or character 

It was clear that the students were self-assured from the confident way 

that they spoke. 

6. dutiful (adj) – motivated to do something because you think it’s right, not 

because you want to 

Mary always followed her dad’s advice because she was a dutiful 

daughter. 

7. well-intentioned (adj) – wanting or planning to do good 

The friar is well-intentioned but his plan doesn’t work. 

8. impulsive (adj) – acting without thinking beforehand 

As a child, Jane Eyre is often impulsive. 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



Homework #6: Due Monday, February 24 (after half term)   

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. infatuated (adj) – attracted to someone in a strong but not very deep way 

Romeo is infatuated with Rosaline. 

2. to idealise (v) – to think of something as more perfect than it is 

Teenagers often idealise celebrities. 

3. devoted (adj) – very loving, loyal, or committed 

Kevin is a devoted son; he visits his aging mother every day. 

4. destructive (adj) – causing great damage 

Romeo’s love for Juliet could be seen as destructive. 

5. self-absorbed (adj) – thinking only about one’s own feelings or situation 

Amir was so self-absorbed that he didn’t notice his friend was suffering. 

6. distraught (adj) – extremely upset 

Sumaya was distraught when her beloved dog died. 

7. incensed (adj) – extremely angry 

Ms Janz was incensed when the coach broke down. 

8. futile (adj) – pointless 

Some critics think the First World War was futile. 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 



Homework #7: Due Monday, March 2     

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week!  

1. tragic (adj) – very sad, or part of a tragedy 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ has a tragic ending. 

2. prologue (n) – the introduction to a book, film, or play 

The prologue of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ outlines some of the plot. 

3. sonnet (n) – a type of love poem that has 14 lines, a strict rhyme scheme, and 

10 syllables per line 

Sonnets were popular in Shakespeare’s time. 

4. to feud (v) – to have a serious and sometimes violent argument  

The Montagues and Capulets have been feuding for a long time. 

5. foreshadowing (n) – a warning that something bigger, worse, or more 

important is coming 

Shakespeare often uses foreshadowing. 

6. catastrophic (adj) – disastrous 

The party was catastrophic and everyone went home miserable. 

7. reconciled (adj) – brought back to friendship and peace 

It’s hard to say whether the Montagues and Capulets will ever fully be 

reconciled. 

8. status quo (n) – the situation that exists now without any changes 

Many people accept the status quo while others fight to change it. 

 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Homework #8: Due Monday, March 9     

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week! 

1. tragic flaw (n) – a character has a tragic flaw when what makes them so 

special also brings about their downfall 

Pride or ambition can often be a tragic flaw. 

2. obstacle (n) – a problem that must be overcome 

In spite of the obstacles in her way, she passed the exam with flying 

colours. 

3. hyperbolic (n) – exaggerated 

His language was so hyperbolic I couldn’t possibly believe him. 

4. to exile (v) – to force to leave a home city or country as a punishment 

The prince exiles Romeo from Verona. 

5. self-assurance (n) – confidence in your own ability or character 

The students’ self-assurance was clear from the confident way that they 

spoke. 

6. duty (n) – something you should do because it is right 

It is a doctor’s duty to help cure the sick. 

7. well-intentioned (adj) – wanting or planning to do good 

The friar is well-intentioned but his plan doesn’t work. 

8. impulse (n) – a sudden urge to do something 

I knew I needed to restrain my impulse to eat the whole cake. 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Homework #9: Due Monday, March 16  

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week! 

1. infatuation (n) – attraction to someone that is strong but not very deep  

Romeo’s infatuation with Rosaline doesn’t last long. 

2. idealised (adj) – presented as more perfect than it really is 

Some people think Romeo and Juliet’s love is idealised. 

3. devotion (n) – loving loyalty and commitment 

The students’ devotion to their work was impressive. 

4. destruction (n) –  great damage 

The destruction was inevitable. 

5. self-absorption (n) – inability to think about anything accept one’s own 

feelings or situation 

Romeo’s self-absorption worried his family. 

6. distraught (adj) – extremely upset 

Sumaya was distraught when her beloved dog died. 

7. to incense (v) – to make extremely angry 

The politician’s speech incensed the crowd. 

8. futility (adj) – pointlessness 

The futility of her efforts to comfort him made her sad. 

 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Homework #10: Due Monday, March 23   

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

This week you could be tested on any of the words on this list. Quiz yourself to make 

sure you remember what they mean and how to spell them! 

Word Practice spelling What does it mean? 

tragic   

prologue   

sonnet   

feud   

status quo   

obstacle   

hyperbole   

tragic flaw   

exiled   

to foreshadow   

catastrophe   

to idealise   

 

Write your own sentences for the most difficult ones here: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Homework #11: Due Monday, March 30   

Year 9 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ Vocab List  

This week you could be tested on any of the words on this list. Quiz yourself to make 

sure you remember what they mean and how to spell them! 

Word Practice spelling What does it mean? 

impulsive   

infatuated   

dutiful   

self-assured   

devoted   

destructive   

self-absorbed   

distraught   

incensed   

well-intentioned   

to reconcile   

futile   

 

Write your own sentences for the most difficult ones here: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Writing a Book Review 

This is your chance to pick a book about anything you like. 

Your book review will be read by your English teacher and the best ones will 

be nominated for a prize. 

Happy reading! 

Things you could include in your book review: 

The Setting and themes 

• Compare the setting of the book to the world that you know. Is it set in the past, 

future or another world etc.  

• Can you picture the book’s setting when you close your eyes? Try to pass on to your 

reader a sense of setting.  

• What are the major themes which run through the book, are they relevant to plot 

and genre? 

The Characters 

• Does the writer make you believe in them as real people?  

• Do you like or dislike the characters?  

• Write about the characters using examples of what they have said and done to give 

a sense of their personalities.  

The Plot 

• Give your reader a taste of the plot but don’t give the surprises away.  

• Summarise the plot in a way that will answer some questions about the book, but 

leave other questions in the reader’s mind.  

Overall Thoughts 

• Give your opinion on what type of person would enjoy reading the book.  

• Give the book a mark out of ten and explain why you awarded this mark.  

• Give your thoughts and explain any changes to the book you would make.  

 

 

 

 

 



What a book review might look like: 

‘Stone Cold’ by Robert Swindells 

Winner of The Carnegie Medal in 1993, Robert Swindells’ Stone Cold paints a grim 

picture of what it is like to sleep rough in London in the nineties. Swindells spent 3 

days living rough on the streets to research the novel and this adds credibility to the 

story.  

The novel has two narrators. Link a sixteen-year-old who is forced out of his mother’s 

home by his brutish step dad Vince and Shelter a forty something psychopathic 

former army officer who targets homeless kids. Link and Shelter take their turns to tell 

their stories until they inevitably meet up in the exciting climax. 

Mainly written in the first-person diary genre, it also contains elements of mystery, 

adventure and a little romance. Mystery because the reader is left wondering if 

Shelter’s despicable crimes will ever be found out. Adventure because Link 

experiences many ups and downs as he learns how to live in a strange and 

dangerous city. Finally, there is almost a romance when Link meets Gail, who turns 

out not to be the girl he thought she was. 

At the beginning, the readers’ attention is captured immediately through Link’s 

powerful description of the horrendous treatment he receives at the hands of Vince. 

However, his bad experiences as a homeless person, still doesn’t compare with the 

way Vince treats him. 

The story goes on to describe how Link learns the hard way about how to live in 

London.  This is interrupted by Shelter’s voice as he slowly starts picking up vulnerable 

homeless people one by one and burying them under his floorboards. 

I particularly liked Link’s use of colloquialism, which makes his character much more 

relatable to the reader. The book is successful in creating a believable teenage 

voice by the author capturing the slang and speech of a 16 year old boy. 

However, the book does have one major fault. Namely, that Link’s voice is far more 

interesting than Shelter’s story. Many students in my class said they skipped reading 

some of Shelter’s descriptions because they found it hard to follow. It seems to take 

too long before we understand why Shelter is in the book. 

I would recommend this book to anyone who thinks that they have a difficult home 

life, further to reading this book, it will make you see how lucky you are. I would not 

recommend this book to anyone under the age of 12 because there are some 

swear words and some of the language and the issues are hard to grasp. 

 


