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The Industrial Revolution affected the whole of Britain. Can you add any other industrial towns to the map? 

To help explain why the Industrial Revolution caused terrible conditions for the poorest people we will use thee 
factors 

• Economic factors (jobs and money) e.g. low pay and dangerous jobs  

• Political factors (laws and leaders) e.g. lack of laws protecting people 

• New technology e.g. machines and factories 

• Movement of people e.g. from rural areas to urban areas 

• Increased population 

• Attitudes of society at the time e.g. how the rich though the poor should be treated 
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Lesson 1 Do now! 

1. The Victorian Period lasted from 1837-1901? Which two centuries was this period in? 

17th and 18th centuries 

 
19th and 20th centuries  20th and 21st centuries 

 

 

2. Write in the correct name of the century next to these years: 

The Battle of Hastings was in 1066  

The Black Death arrived in England in 1348  

The Slave Trade was abolished in 1807  

Queen Victoria died in 1901  

 

3. To work out the century a year is in, you look at the first two digits of the year (if it is a four-digit year) and… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. The Victorian Age is in what period(s) of history? 

Middle Ages 
(Also known as the 
Medieval Period) 

500- 1500 
 

Early Modern Period 
1500-1700 

Industrial Period 
1700-1900 

Modern Period 
1900-present 

 

4. Which definitions of an ‘abyss’ are correct? Two of the definitions are correct. 

A very deep hole A painful, swollen area on the body 
that contains a yellow liquid 

A very bad situation that will not 
improve 

 

5. The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about the life of London’s poorest people. He wrote this 

book after living in the East End, sometimes sleeping on the streets. In his attempt to understand the people of this 

poor area of London Jack stayed with a poor family. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were the same 

as those experienced by an estimated 500,000 of London’s population.  

When Jack London says that the poor people living in London are the ‘people of the abyss’, what does he mean? 

He means that that the poorest people of Victorian 
London live in a very dark, deep hole in the ground  

He means that the poorest people of Victorian London 
life in very bad conditions and that these conditions will 
not improve. 
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Why did the Industrial Revolution turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people?  

What was the Industrial Revolution? What were its causes and consequences? 

What was the Industrial Revolution?  
 
The ‘Industrial Revolution’ was a phrase first used by British writer Arnold Toynbee (1852-1883) to describe the 
huge changes that occurred in the way people lived and worked after 1750.  This was a time when manufacturing of 
all kinds moved out of people’s homes and into new steam powered factories. New machines replaced the work of 
many people. This led to changes in population, transport, towns and cities, medicine, science and technology. Also 
later led to changes in laws and changes in society.  

 
Explain: In other words the Industrial revolution was when…. 

 

 

 

 

Example: Examples of changes caused by the Industrial Revolution were… 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrate: Draw a picture to show the Industrial Revolution. Or think of a metaphor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Causes of the Industrial Revolution 1. Role of Individuals 

 Watch the clip on slide 12. Start the clip at 2.15. The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen carefully. 
The second time you watch the clip. Answer the questions below. 

 

Coalbrookdale is famous for two things. What are they? 

The Industrial Revolution began 
here 

 

It had the best quality coal in Britain Its bridge made out of iron 

What job did Abraham Darby have, which his family had held for generations?  

Coal master; Than owned coal 
mines 

 

Ironmaster; they made iron Bridge master; they built bridges 

What is a blast furnace? 

Where clay objects are fired 
(hardened or baked) to make 

pottery 

Where rubbish is burnt and any 
gases released are collected to 

make energy 

Where iron ore is heated up so that 
the metal runs out of the rock as a 
liquid. The liquid metal is cooled 

into solid iron bars 
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What problem did Abraham Darby solve? 

How to make iron that was hard and 
strong by using coke to heat the 

iron ore 

How to make iron the was hard but 
brittle by using coal to heat the iron 

ore 

 How to make iron the was strong 
but malleable by using coke to heat 
the ore 

What has been removed from coal to make coke? 

Oxygen Sulphur Nitrogen 

Why did Abraham Darby III build a bridge of cast iron in 1781? 

To shorten his commute to work As a advert for his strong iron to 
improve sales 

Coalbrookdale Parish Council paid 
him to build the bridge 

The invention of iron that was harder and stronger than any previous type of metal made other inventions 
possible; List as many as you can that you notice from the clip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Causes of the Industrial Revolution 2. Machines and factories 

 Watch the clip on slide 13. Stop the clip at 4.40. The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen carefully. 
The second time you watch the clip. Answer the questions below. 

 

Quarrybank is a cotton mill. What did it produce? 

Coal and coke Iron and steel Cotton thread and woven cloth 

Quarry bank contained machines that could do the work of hundreds of people. In one day how much thread 
could be spun? 

240 millimetres 240 miles 240 metre 

What new type of building was Quarrybank? A type of building created by the Industrial Revolution 

Furnace Factory  Mine 

Where did textile workers work before factories? 

At home In the Lords house  In the fields 

Why did capitalists (very rich men) put home based textile workers out of business? 

They paid higher wages. They made better quality cloth They had the money to invest in 
building factories and machines 

 

Causes of the Industrial Revolution 3. Natural Resources 
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The graph about coal production suggests that… 

 

 

I know because I can see… 

 

 

The map about iron ore deposits suggest that… 

 

I know because I can see… 

 

 

 Challenge Question: answer in your book 

How did Britain’s natural resources link to Abraham Darby’s production of cast iron?  

 

Causes of the Industrial Revolution 4. The British Empire 
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Study the map: List 5 countries that were part of the British empire in the 19th century 

 

 

Which two parts of the British Empire grew cotton? 

 

Having an Empire allowed Britain to produce products like textiles much more cheaply because of access to cheap 
raw materials, more specifically… 

 

 

 

Having an Empire allowed Britain to sell the products they made really easily, more specifically… 

 

 

 

 

 Challenge! Answer these questions in your books 

What does the map reveal about how the British felt about themselves and their empire?  (Look at the position of 
Britain on the map. Look at how Britannia – the personification of Britain- has been drawn)  

 

 Check your understanding by answering the following questions. 

The ‘Industrial Revolution’ was a phrase first used by British writer Arnold Toynbee (1852-1883) to describe the 
huge changes that occurred in the way people lived and worked after 1750.  In other words the Industrial 
Revolution was… 

 

 

 

 

Match the statements in the first column to the explanations in the second column. 

The role of an individual was 
important for the beginning of the 
Industrial Revolution. For example 
Abraham Darby invented a process of 
making iron that was strong and hard 

 This led to factories being built to house 
the machines and attracted thousands of 
workers. This meant that more products 
were made and production was controlled 
by wealthy men who could afford to build 
factories and buy machines. 

Machines were invented that could 
complete the work of hundreds of 
people. Such as power looms and 
spinning jennies 

This meant that British factory owners 
could make money more quickly. Raw 
materials were cheap and there were 
millions of people who had to buy their 
products 

Britain had lots of natural resources, 
in particular coal and iron ore.  

This meant that metal could be used to 
make bridges, trains, ships and machines. 
This led to increased employment and 
production 

Britain had a large Empire which 
meant they could get cheap raw 
materials and had a large market for 
manufactured products. For example, 
India provided cheap cotton and also 
a large market for cloth. 

This allowed Britain to gain a head start 
over its industrial rivals. By 1830 Britain 
produced 80% of Europe’s coal and 50% of 
Europe’s iron. All the steam engines in the 
entire world were made in England. 
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Why did the Industrial Revolution turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people? 

1. How did jobs turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people?  
 

 
 

 

 

How did cotton mills pollute the air and cause lung diseases in workers? 

Smoke and fog Cotton dust diesel fumes 

What kind of accidents happened in the looms? 

Drowning  Teeth knocked out Arms and fingers chopped off 

How long did shifts last? 

Over 12 hours 6 hours  8 hours 

Why were children employed in factories? 

Their families needed the money Children were small enough to 
reach certain part of the machines 

Education was not compulsory 

 

The problems associated with cotton mills in the north of England were also problems associated with jobs for the poorest 

people in London.  

• Hours were very long 

• Pay was often very low 

• Jobs were very dangerous 

• Work was very hard 

• Working conditions caused horrible diseases. There was no National Health Service 

• Society’s attitude at the time valued hard work. Anyone who was poor was considered lazy. 

• There was little help from the government for the poorest in society 

• Poor people needed to earn money to survive and so took on jobs that we would not consider today 

• By 1851 more people lived in towns and cities than in the countryside 

• People moved from the countryside to towns to find work because machines had replaced many jobs on farms. 

 

Watch the video clip from 4.40 until the end. The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen 
carefully. The second time you watch the clip. Answer the questions below. 
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1. Jobs were hard and horrible 

 

Name of Job? Description Dangerous? Dirty/Smelly? 

 A seller of fish    

 A man or woman who collects rubbish, especially the ashes from fireplaces. This is taken to a tip and 
sifted through for objects that could be sold 

  

 A child who sold watercress on street corners   

 Worked in a factory making matches. The white phosphorus used to make the matches caused necrosis 
of the jaw. Meaning that the bone cells would die and rot away. This was called ‘phossy jaw’ 

  

 A person who works at a port, putting goods onto and taking them off ships. Being crushed by cargo and 
falling down ships holds was a big danger 

  

 A seller of meat   

 Women who delivered milk   

 A person who repaired, made, and adjusted (= make changes to) clothes,   

 Disposal of dead or unwanted horses. The meat was made into dog food and the bones boiled to make 
glue. 

  

 A maid; duties could include cooking, washing clothes , cleaning and looking after children   

 Made beer   

 Emptied holes in the ground called cesspits. This were built under houses and in back gardens. By 1841 
London had a population of 2 million and 200,000 cesspits full to the brim and overflowing. Falling in was 
a hazard. Human excrement was sold a useful fertiliser to farms and gardens outside London 

  

 A person who tans leather. Tanning is the chemical process of turning animal skin into leather. First, the 
skins were soaked in water to clean and soften them. Then the skin would be scraped to remove any 
remaining flesh and fat. Next, the tanner needed to remove the hair from the skin. This was done by 
soaking the skin in urine. After the hairs were loosened, they were scraped them off with a knife. Once 
the hair was removed, the tanners would "bate" (soften) the skin. Bating was a fermentation process 
meaning that the skin as left for a long time in the dung so the enzymes could work. Pidgeon and dog 
dung were commonly used. 

  

 A person who sells all kinds of goods, especially fruit and vegetables, from a handcart in the street.   

 Picked up dog poo from the street and delivered it to tanners   

 A seller of animal hides and skins   

 A seller of offal, especially animal stomachs.   

 Roamed the sewers looking for valuables or other items to sell that had been flushed by mistake   

 
Night soil man Tanner Fishmonger Butcher Fellmonger Knacker Tripe dresser Brewer tailor 

Dustmen/women Docker costermonger Pure collector Water cress girl Milk women Domestic service Match girl Tosher 
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 Check your understanding of hard and horrible jobs by answering the following questions. 

1. Which job was dangerous and caused the jaw bone to rot away, known as ‘phossy jaw’? 

Tanner Match making Docker 

2. Which job was smelly because it involved working with urine and dog poo 

Tanner Match making Docker 

3.  Which job was dangerous because workers might beak bones through falls from great heights 

Tanner Match making Docker 

4. Which of these jobs was NOT dangerous 

Night soil man 
 

Docker Tosher 

Match girl Domestic service  

5. Which of these jobs is NOT smelly 

tailor butcher Tripe dresser 

fishmonger tanner Pure collector 

6. When Jack London says that the poor people living in London are the ‘people of the abyss’, what does he mean? 

He means that that the poorest people of Victorian 
London live in a very dark, deep hole in the ground  

He means that the poorest people of Victorian London 
life in very bad conditions and that these conditions will 
not improve. 

7. Give examples of ‘jobs of the abyss’ that were very bad because of dangerous conditions 

 

 

 

8. Give examples of ‘jobs of the abyss’ that were very bad because of unhygienic conditions 

 

 

9. What factors (look at page 4) explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the 
poorest people?   

 

 

 

2. Jobs were low paid and casual:  

 

We know this because of the work of some Victorians who wanted to help poor people, understand their problems 

and make their lives better. These Victorians were known as ‘social reformers’. One social reformer was Charles 

Booth. In 1889 Charles Booth published Life and Labour of the People. He had spent years researching why people 

were poor.  Booth created the idea of the poverty line, the minimum amount a family of four needed to live on. He 

set the line at 20 shillings a week. The equivalent of £1 today. Anyone living below the poverty line was considered 

to be poor. Booth found that 30% of London’s population lived in poverty; of whom 10% were very poor. As most of 

these people had jobs, he concluded that the cause of their poverty as low pay. In his book, Booth published a colour 

coded map which illustrated which households lived above and below the poverty line 

 

Mark on the map; 1. Oasis South Bank 2. Imperial War Museum 3. Waterloo station. 4. Lower Marsh 5. Archbishops 

Park 6. Where you live 

Mark on the map; 1. Areas of the map that were ‘semi criminal’ 2. Areas on the map that were ‘very poor’ 3. Areas 

on the map that were ‘poor’. 4. The only ‘wealthy’ building on the map  
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The work of Charles Booth suggests that the Industrial Revolution led to poverty because ….  

 

 

 

More specifically…. 

 

 

 

The factors (look at page 4) that explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people are…   
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A contributing factor to low pay was the attitude of society to the poor. Victorians believed that there were two 

type of poor people the deserving poor and the undeserving poor. The deserving poor were those who deserved 

help because Victorians believed their poverty was not their fault. For example children, the elderly, the sick, and the 

disabled.  

The underserving poor were people who did not deserve help because Victorians believed their poverty was their 

fault. Victorians believed that if you were a healthy adult the only reasons for poverty was laziness or that poor 

people spent their money unwisely on beer and gambling. Therefore low pay was not even recognised as a problem 

or a cause of poverty at the time. This meant nothing was done by the government and no pressure was put on the 

government by society to do anything to help people working in low paid jobs 

Underserving poor were people who did not deserve help because Victorians believed their poverty was their 
fault, in other words… 

 

 

 

Examples of underserving poor were… 

 

 

Factors to explaining why the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’  for the poorest (page 4)…                                                     

 

Because… 

 

Another factor that contributed to poverty was that there was no protection from the government for workers in 

low paid jobs. There was no minimum wage like today. This meant that desperate people would offer to work for 

less than other people. Wealthy people encouraged the poor to be thrifty = spend money carefully. 

Jack London wrote that “encouraging thrift means that one worker undercuts another which drives wages down for 

all. You can’t preach thrift to those who spend ¾ of their wages a week on rent” 

I can infer that poverty was caused by… 

 

 

I know because it says…. 

 

 

London also suggests poverty was caused by … 

 

 

When he writes… 

 

 

 

Some jobs were casual, meaning there was no guarantee of work all year round. For example if no ships had arrived 

in port there was no work for Dockers. In the winter the building trade stopped working and sacked all workers until 

spring. Dockers might only work 2-3 days a week, builders 8-9 months of the year. 

Some jobs were casual, in other words…. 

 

For example… 

 

This suggests poverty was caused by… 
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 Check your understanding of low paid jobs by answering the following questions. 

1. Charles Booth was a ‘social reformer’ in other words… 

He blamed poor people for their 
poverty 

He gave tips to poor people about 
how to improve their lives 

He researched the lives of poor 
people to find out causes of their 

poverty 

2. Charles Booth defined the poverty line as… 

The amount of money a family 
needed to survive. 

The minimum wage paid to dock 
workers 

 

The colours used on his map to 
show the poorest areas 

3.  How much money did a family need to earn each week to be above the poverty line in London? 

10 shillings (50p today) 40 shillings (£2 today) 
 

20 shillings (£1 today) 

4. Booth published a map illustrating wealth and poverty by household. What % of families did he class as living 
below the poverty line 

30% 20% 
 

10% 

5. What % of families did he class as very poor? 

30% 20% 
 

10% 

6. Which is the correct definition of undeserving poor? 

Victorians believed their poverty was not their fault. 
For example children, the elderly, the sick, and the 
disabled. 

Victorians believed their poverty was their fault. 
Victorians believed that if you were a healthy adult the 
only reasons for poverty was laziness or that poor people 
spent their money unwisely on beer and gambling. 
 

7. When Jack London says that the poor people living in London are the ‘people of the abyss’, what does he mean? 

He means that that the poorest people of Victorian 
London live in a very dark, deep hole in the ground  

He means that the poorest people of Victorian London 
life in very bad conditions and that these conditions will 
not improve. 

8. Explain why the poorest people lived in the ‘abyss’ because of the attitude of Victorian society. 

The attitude of Victorians to undeserving poor was… 

 

 

This meant this group didn’t receive help because… 

 

 

9. The factors (look at page 4) that explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the 
poorest people are…   

 

 

 

 

 

10. Because… 
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Why did the Industrial Revolution turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people? 

2. How did accommodation turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people?  
 

 

 

What was the population of Manchester in 1750? 

17,000 1700 170,000 

By 1850 what was Manchester’s population? 

25,000 250,000 3 million 

What was the ‘march of bricks and mortar’? 

Lots of new buildings meant 
Manchester spread out into the 

countryside 

People left Manchester because it 
was overcrowded 

Lots of people got jobs as 
bricklayers 

The narrator says the story of change in the Industrial revolution is ‘traumatic’, what does he mean? 

The changes happened very quickly The changes made some people 
very rich 

The changes were shocking and 
upsetting 

Why did people move from the countryside to towns? 

To work on farms To work in factories They were forced to by the 
government 

Why did factories move from the countryside to towns? 

Steam engines were used to power 
the machines in the factories 

instead of water 

So that factories were nearer where 
workers lived 

The land was needed for growing 
crops  

People migrated from far away to get a job in factories. What two places were mentioned? 

Spain and Egypt France and Sweden Ireland and Italy 

What negative effect did the coal powered factories have on local people? 

Damaged people’s eyesight Prevented children from going to 
school 

Produced polluting smoke 

What terrible disease arrived with the factories? 

Colds Cholera Chickenpox 

When the causes of the disease where investigated, what living conditions were discovered? 

Terrible overcrowding People sleeping outside Lack of food 

The houses people lived in lacked ‘sanitation’ meaning… 

There were not enough clean 
clothes 

There were not enough beds There was no system for removing 
rubbish and sewerage 

How did overcrowding and lack of sanitation cause cholera to spread? 

Sewerage polluted the drinking 
water and spread the disease 

People caught the disease because 
so many were living in one room  

Factories spread the disease 
because they were noisy 

 

Similar to Manchester the Industrial Revolution caused many problems for the poorest people of London in terms of 

their accommodation and living conditions.  Last lesson we learnt that Charles Booth found that 30% of London lived 

below the poverty line. This meant they did not have enough money to afford the basic things necessary for survival 

in a city; food, rent and clothing/fuel. Because the Industrial Revolution had caused most people to live in cities to be 

near factories and wages were low, many of the poorest lived in overcrowded and poor quality accommodation 

known as slums. In 1801 London had a population of 1 million, by 1851 it was 5.5. million. They had been decent 

homes built by prosperous people in the Restoration period (1660 – 1688) before fashionable London moved west. 

These once posh houses, now abandoned were left to squatters and became slums. No drains, no street lighting, no 

police. 

1. Slum housing was overcrowded 

2. Slum housing was unsanitary (unhygienic)  

3. Slum housing was cruel 

The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen carefully. The second time you watch the clip. 
Answer the questions below. 



17 
 

1. Slum housing was overcrowded 

In Whitechapel, a very poor area of east London an investigation by local teachers in 1883 found that: 

• 800 families in the area lived in one room.  Families at the time could be from 5-9 people. 

• The population density in poor areas was high. In the whole London there was an average of 50 people per 

acre of land (acre = one football pitch). In Whitechapel there were 176 people per acre. 

 

The report that the teachers wrote describes one building they visited. 

 

Every room in the rotten and reeking house is home to a family, often two. In one cellar we found a father, a 

mother, three children and four pigs! In another room a man ill with smallpox, his wife just recovering from her 

eighth childbirth and the children running about half naked and covered in dirt. In what used to be the kitchen, 

seven people were sleeping with a little dead child lying in the same room. In one room, a poor widow, her three 

children and a child who has been dead thirteen days. Her husband, who drove a cab, had recently committed 

suicide. In another room, another widow and her six children, two of whom are ill with scarlet fever. In another, 

nine brothers and sisters from age 29 years downwards to 10 years of age live, eat and sleep together. Where 

there are beds they are simply dirty rags or straw. But most of these miserable beings sleep upon the filthy 

floorboards. 

 

 

Every room was ‘rotten and reeking’, which suggests that… 

 

 

Each room is ‘home to one family, often two’. From which I can infer… 

 

 

Another quote that suggests that living conditions were dirty is…  

 

 

Another quote that suggests accommodation was overcrowded is… 

 

 

I can infer diseases were common, for example… 

 

 

I can infer that accommodation was bad for resident’s mental health, for example… 

 

 

The factors (look at page 4) that explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the 
poorest people are…   

 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

Overcrowding affected the dead as well as the living. Friedrich Engels lived in London in the Victorian period.  Wrote 

a book called the ‘Condition of the English Working Classes’. Here he describes the burials of the poorest people in 

an area, called paupers at the time.  
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The pauper burial ground at St Brides is an on a piece of marshland which has been used since the days of Charles 

the II (1660). Every Wednesday the bodies of paupers are thrown into a hole that 14 feet deep. The grave is then 

filled with loose soil. The following Wednesday the ground is reopened and the process repeated. There are bones 

everywhere and the whole neighbourhood is infected with the dreadful stench of the burial ground’ 

 

 

Engels suggests that overcrowding has led to… 

 

 

I know because he says… 

 

 

Engels also suggests that overcrowding has led to… 

 

 

I know because he says… 

 

 

 

Most people had no piped water supply so relied on pumps that brought up water from underground streams or 

wells. In 1876, the water of the Aldgate pump began to taste strange and was found to contain liquid human remains 

which had leaked into the underground stream from cemeteries. The handle of the pump was broken to stop people 

using it and the pump remains unused to this day. 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

2. Slum housing was unsanitary (unhygienic)  

Before 1858 London did not have any sewers. People went to the toilet in chamber pots and threw the contents into 

the street or directly into the river Thames. If houses had a cesspit it was probably full and leaking into the 

surrounding earth. When London’s population was smaller it meant the streets and the river were very smelly but by 

the 1850s they were smelly and deadly. This was because there were millions more people dumping their excretions 

into the streets or the river; the same water used for cooking and drinking. And is wasn’t only poo and wee in the 

water: 

Home Office report in 1840:  

 
‘there is scarcely any drainage and where the drains are all open and are filled a foot deep or more sand, vegetable 
waste, offal and from where arises a terrible stench’ 
 

 

The Builder, a magazine for the building trade in 1853 said:  

 
‘At high tide districts near the river are flooded not with water but with sewerage and filth, dead rats, dead cats, 
dead dogs and sad to say, dead bodies’ 
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This led to many deadly diseases, but the deadliest was cholera. Cholera is a bacteria that infects the stomach and 

causes severe vomiting and diarrhoea. The bacteria lives in water and is spread by sewerage contaminating drinking 

water. In summer 1849 15,000 people died of cholera in South London.  

In 1849 people believed the disease was caused by bad air. It remained a mystery to them that the residents of 

Bethlehem Hospital (known by the locals as Bedlam) in Lambeth did not have any cases of cholera at all amongst 700 

inmates. The hospital had its own deep well, but the rest of the locals got their water from the Thames. 

Proof it was waterborne disease was made by Dr John Snow. He made the connection between water from the 

Broad Street Pump in Soho to deaths from cholera. Mrs Eley moved from Broad Street, Soho to Hampstead but 

missed the taste of water from her local pump. Her loving son saw to it that she had regular supply of her favourite 

water. In 1854 in Broad Street a baby was sick with cholera and its mother was washing the baby’s nappies and 

throwing the water in the cess pit, which led into a drain.  The drain’s brickwork was crumbling and leaked into the 

stream attached to the pump in Broad Street In 1854 Hampstead was clear of cholera apart from one victim, Mrs 

Eley.  

From the story of Mrs Eley I can infer…  

 

 

More specifically…. 

 

 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

In 1858 cholera returned and the Thames smelled so bad that MPs had to evacuate the Houses of Parliament. The 

combination of the sewerage created by millions of people with the heat and drought of that summer, meant that in 

the river it formed a slow-moving brown sludge that gave off a choking stench.  It was called ‘the Great Stink’. To 

solve the problem an engineer called Joseph Bazelgette created sewers to take London’s sewerage away from 

London. He built the Thames embankment so a road could travel over the sewers. He made the embankment deep 

enough to carry other tunnels other than sewers such as the tube, gas, electricity and drinking water. He also 

anticipated that London’s population would continue to grow. He built his sewers bigger than they needed to be at 

the time to cope with extra sewerage in the future. We still use them today in London whenever we flush the toilet.    
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Punch Cartoon from 1858, during the Great Stink in London, depicting the Thames as the River Styx.  

The cartoon suggests that… 

 

 

I know because I can see 

 

 

 

3. Slum housing was cruel 

For the very poorest, those who could not afford to rent a room for the evening, the accommodation was even 

worse. Those who had a few pence could by a bed in a lodging house, called a doss house by users, which gave them 

a place to sleep for the night. There were two options at the doss house: 

• For 4d a night you could hire a bed. These would have been probably been a wooden ‘coffin bed’ with a 

straw mattress crammed into a room with 80-100 other people.  

• For 2d a night you could sleep on bench, held in place with a rope across your chest.  

Lack of sanitation and overcrowded meant vermin, especially lice and rats, infested Lodging Houses. Edwin 

Chadwick, social reformer visited a doss house and in one room he could hear ‘tap, tap, tap’ as insects dropped onto 

his top hat from the ceiling.   

Many of the poorest lived in a ‘doss house’, in other words… 

 

 

Conditions were terrible. For example… 

 

 

More specifically…. 

 

 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

Those who were most desperate and had no money for a doss house could go to the place of last resort; the 

workhouse. The workhouse was not somewhere you went to find a job. The workhouse was where you could get a 

hot meal and a bed in return for performing very boring and difficult work. From 1834 workhouses rules were made 

stricter as politicians did not want poor people to be given soft treatment. They wanted the workhouse to be 

horrible, to encourage people to work hard and get a job so they did not have to go there. When a family arrived at 

the workhouse this is what wold happen: 

• their clothes were put into storage, and they would be issued with a uniform, given a bath and a medical 

examination 

• Men and women were separated, as were the able-bodied and sick.  

• Those who were able to work did so for their bed and food. Women took on domestic chores such as 

cooking, laundry and sewing, while men performed physical labour, usually stone breaking, oakum picking or 

bone crushing.  

• Conditions were basic: parents and children were permitted to meet briefly on a daily basis, or on Sundays. 

• Inmates ate simple food – usually a very thin soup called gruel made by boiling flour in water- in a large 

communal dining hall.  

• All work time and meal time was in silence 
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• People were usually admitted to the workhouse for 3 days at a time. They were not allowed to leave the 

workhouse until the 3 days were up 

 

One of the most famous description of a workhouse in is Charles Dicken’s novel “Oliver Twist” published in 1839. 

 
The room in which the boys were fed, was a large stone hall, with a copper (large stone pot) at one end: out of 

which the master, dressed in an apron for the purpose, and assisted by one or two women, ladled the gruel at 

mealtimes. Of this festive composition each boy had one porringer (a small bowl), and no more--except on 

occasions of great public rejoicing, when he had two ounces and a quarter of bread besides. 

 

The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till they shone again; and when they 

had performed this operation (which never took very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they 

would sit staring at the copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured the very bricks of which it was 

composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching 

up any stray splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon. Boys have generally excellent appetites. Oliver 

Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of slow starvation for three months: at last they got so voracious 

and wild with hunger, that one boy, who was tall for his age, and hadn't been used to that sort of thing (for his 

father had kept a small cook-shop), hinted darkly to his companions, that unless he had another basin of gruel per 

diem, he was afraid he might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next him, who happened to be a weakly 

youth of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye; and they implicitly believed him. A council was held; lots were cast 

who should walk up to the master after supper that evening, and ask for more; and it fell to Oliver Twist. 

 

The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook's uniform, stationed himself at the copper; 
his pauper assistants ranged themselves behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over the 
short commons. The gruel disappeared; the boys whispered each other, and winked at Oliver; while his next 
neighbours nudged him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from 
the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said: somewhat alarmed at his own temerity: 
 
'Please, sir, I want some more.' 
 
'What!' said the master at length, in a faint voice. 
 
'Please, sir,' replied Oliver, 'I want some more.' 
 
The master aimed a blow at Oliver's head with the ladle; pinioned him in his arm; and shrieked aloud. 
  

 

Dickens suggests that the boys in the workhouse are starving when he writes… 

 

 

 

 

 

When Dicken’s writes that Oliver Twist was ‘desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery’ he means that 
Oliver was… 
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The reaction of the master can be describe as…. Tick as many as you think are correct 

Angry Sad Shocked understanding 

Pleased Disappointed violent Unhappy 

I know this because… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

Check your understanding of accommodation by answering the following questions. 

1. How many families in Whitechapel lived in one room? 

8 80 800 

2. How many people lived per acre (football pitch) of land in Whitechapel? 

50 176 2000 

3. Which of these terrible discoveries did teachers make when visiting a slum house in Whitechapel? 

A family living with four pigs Feather beds Children ill with scarlet fever 

Hot running water A man ill with small pox No roof on the house 

Dead children 9 brothers and sisters sharing one 
room 

Terrible smells 

4. Why did water from the Aldgate Pump taste strange? 

Liquid remains from a nearby burial 
ground had leaked into the water 

Sewage from nearby houses had 
leaked into the water 

Chemicals from a nearby match 
factory had leaked into the water. 

5. Slum housing was unsanitary in other words… 

The houses were badly maintained 
and falling down 

Slum housing was very cheap to 
rent 

There was no system for sewage to 
be transported away from houses 

6. What did Londoners do with their bodily waste before 1858? 

Threw it out the window into the 
street 

Flushed it into a sewerage system Threw it in the  river  

7. What waterborne (carried by water) disease became a problem because so much sewage leaked into drinking 
water? 

Lice; insects that live in body hair 
and feed on human blood 

Cholera: bacteria that lives in your 
stomach and causes death by 
vomiting and diarrhoea 
 

Phossy jaw; caused by phosphorous 
in matches 

8. How many people died of cholera in south London in 1849? 

150 15 15,000 

9. Why did no residents of Bethlehem Hospital (Bedlam) die? 

The hospital drew clean water from 
its own well, not the river Thames 

 

The hospital had medicines that 
treated the disease  

The hospital did not give inmates 
water to drink, only beer. 

10. Which doctor discovered cholera was caused by sewage leaking into the water supply? 

Dr Samuel Johnson 
 

Dr John Snow Dr Henry Gaulton 
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11. Describe how the discovery was made by summarising the case of Mrs Eley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. In 1858 a combination of sewerage, drought and a hot summer caused the Thames to become ‘slow moving 
brown sludge’ What was this called? 

The Great Plague The Great Smell The Great Stink 

13. What was the name of the engineer who solved the problem by building an embankment on the Thames 
containing sewers?   

Joseph Bazalgette Isambard Kingdom Brunel John Snow 

What was the slang term for a lodging house? 

Doss house Flop house Chop house 

14. What did you get for 4d a night?  

A bed in a room with 80-100 people A seat on a bench held in place by a 
rope 

Your own room with a bed and 
breakfast 

15. What did you get for 2d a night?  

A bed in a room with 80-100 people A seat on a bench held in place by a 
rope 

Your own room with a bed and 
breakfast 

16. Why did people go to the workhouse 

To get a job, when they couldn’t 
find work anywhere else 

To get food and a bed when they 
couldn’t afford one anywhere else 

To get clean clothes when they 
couldn’t wash their own.  

Give three examples of rules in the workhouse that were cruel 

 

 

 

17. When Jack London says that the poor people living in London are the ‘people of the abyss’, what does he 
mean? 

He means that that the poorest people of Victorian 
London live in a very dark, deep hole in the ground  

He means that the poorest people of Victorian London 
life in very bad conditions and that these conditions will 
not improve. 

18. The factors (look at page 4) that explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the 
poorest people are…   

 

 

 

 

 

19.. Because… 
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Why did the Industrial Revolution turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest people? 

4. How did eating drinking and entertainment turn London into an ‘abyss’ for the poorest 

people?  

 
1. Eating  

The Industrial Revolution lead to an increased population in cities and overcrowding and so most poor families lived 

in one room. This meant most poor families did not have any access to a cooker. This meant the majority of the 

poorest people bought food cooked from street vendors e.g. pies, baked potatoes, oysters and eels. A backed potato 

could be bought half a penny. If a family had some food and a pie dish they put everything in the pie dish and took it 

to the bakers. Local people cooked pies in the baker’s oven using heat left over from baking the morning’s bread.  

I can infer… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

 

Charles Booth found that many poor families bought stuff literally as they needed it: 

 
‘They go to the shop as an ordinary person to their jars and cupboards; twice a day to buy tea, or three times if 

they make it often. In 35 days they made 72 purchases of tea amounting to 5s. The ‘pinch of tea’ costs 3/4d.’ 

 

 

Booth suggests that…  

 

 

I know because he writes.…. 

 

 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Drinking 

The image on the next page is by the artist William Hogarth. It is called ‘Gin Lane’ and was made in 1751. Even 

though the picture was made before the Victorian period, society’s concerns about the effects of alcohol were still 

the same in 1850. Find the following in the picture: 

1. The house collapsing  2. Workers pawning 
their tools for money 
to spend on alcohol  

3. Woman so drunk she 
has dropped her baby 

4. A fight outside a gin 
distillery 

5. A drunk fighting a dog 
for a bone 

6. The man who has 
hanged himself 

7. A drunk man who has 
starved to death 

8. A dead person being 
put into a coffin 
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Gin lane suggest that London was an abyss for the poorest because… 

 

 

 

In Victorian London there were many pubs and drunkenness was common. Alcohol was very cheap and the vast 

majority of people drank alcohol. For many going to the pub was a social activity that did not cause any problems. 

For some, drinking too much of cheap alcohol caused many problems and the pub was also the venue for forms of 

entertainment we would not find acceptable today. 

Saturday night scenes in Mile End from an eyewitness 

 
A young girl, who certainly had not reached to her eighteenth year, was carrying a sickly infant in her arms. A 

finely built young fellow, who was considerably the worse for liquor, and who was apparently the husband of the 

girl, was asked by the her to come home. Muttering some inaudible sentence, this fine young fellow, without the 

slightest provocation, struck his wife a cowardly blow, and then offered to fight any one of the bystanders. This 

was more than mortal man could bear, and one burly-looking individual, roughly seized him by the neck and 

proceeded to march him in the direction of home. 
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Mayhew suggests that alcohol…  

 

 

I know because he writes.…. 

 

 

Factors that explain ‘abyss’: 

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Entertainment 

Blood sports (games where animals were killed) had been banned since 1835, but in the poorer parts of London 

there were still pubs where you could watch rat baiting and dog fighting. One pub owner in Enfield, north London, 

bought 25,000 live rats a year for rat baiting.  

This suggests that entertainment was… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

 

In many pubs local theatre groups would perform. The entrance fee was very cheap, only 1d, and the shows were 

known as ‘penny gaffs’. Up to 200 people a night aged between 8-20 years old would watch penny gaffs in the back 

room of a pub. 

Henry Mayhew wrote ‘London Labour and the London Poor’ in the 1840s. This is what he saw when he watched a 

penny gaff. 

 
‘The penny gaffe is a place where juvenile (youth) poverty meats juvenile crime…the foulest, dingiest place of 

public entertainment I can conceive. The odour is indescribable… demands for gin were shouted at us from all 

sides. Gory stories of violent crime were most popular.‘ 

 

 

I can infer that entertainment was…… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

 

By 1860s penny gaffes gave way to music hall and theatre. Royal Victoria Theatre (now the Old Vic) had seating for 

1200, entrance cost 4d for a play with a ‘good murder in it’. Crowds queued long before opening time. Music hall; 

the chairman introduced acts and made topical jokes and encouraged the audience to drink up. The songs sung were 

songs of the poor, written in a flash in cockney dialect and quickly forgotten, songs of love and longing e.g. ‘My 

Shadow is My Only Pal’ and ‘Why can’t we have the sea in London’ 
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This suggests that entertainment was… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

Some exciting entertainments were available to some poor people in London Astley’s Amphitheatre 6-67 

Westminster bridge Road put on spectacular equestrian shows  (horse shows) in a large round circus ring. The 

cheapest seats cost 1d. one of London’s best zoos in the Victorian period was  in Pasley Park, Walworth. For 1s you 

could view the animals. It was worth timing your arrival for the feeding of the carnivores at 5 pm. The zoo had lions, 

tigers, reindeer, elephants and llamas. Children could take a ride on the bulbous back of a giant Galapagos tortoises, 

and the zoo featured Britain’s first ever giraffe enclosure – with  a small family of five giraffes 

This suggests that entertainment was… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

 

In 1851 London hosted the Great Exhibition. This was where countries from around the world had stands where they 

could show off the products they made and inventions people from those countries had made. The exhibition was 

held in a giant galas building with three floors. Thomas Cook organised trips for 150,000 people at a cost of 5s. 3000 

Sunday school children visited for outings. Workers from factories arrived in a convoy of coaches. An 84 year old 

fisher women walked from Penzance. It took her 5 weeks. Upon hearing the news the Lord Mayor of London gave 

her money for the return journey. On some days entrance was 1s. By the end of the exhibition it had received 6 

million visitors. When the exhibition finished the structure moved to Sydenham Park. The building became known as 

the ‘Crystal Palace’ eventually giving its name to the local area 

.  

This suggests that entertainment was… 

 

 

More specifically… 

 

 

 

Check your understanding of accommodation by answering the following questions. 

1. Why did London’s poor eat takeaways? 

Takeaway food was cheaper Mist families could not cook meals 
at home 

Takeaway food was healthier 

2. Which of these was NOT a street food eaten by Victorian poor? 

Eels Oysters Pies 

Fish and chips Baked potato Burger  

3. Which of these was NOT a problem were caused by alcohol in poor communities?  

Lack of food Poverty  unemployment 

Death  violence pollution 

4. Which cruel blood sport contained in London pubs, despite being banned in 1835? 

Rat baiting Fox hunting Boxing 
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5. What was a penny gaff? 

Local theatre in a pub A blood sport A song 

6. Why would penny gaffs be banned today? Which of these reasons is INCORRECT 

Young children drank alcohol while 
they watched them  

Thefts happened in the crowd The plays were very violent  

7. What was the main form of entertainment in a music hall theatre like the Old Vic? 

Songs about everyday life Songs about kings and queens Songs about famous battles 

8. Astley’s Amphitheatre provided entertainment to all people including the poor. What kind of entertainment? 

Theatre  Magicians  Circus shows with horses 

9. The zoo in Pasley park was the first zoo in Britain to have what type of animal? 

Panda Giraffe  Lion 

10. How many British people visited the Great Exhibition? 

six million six thousand six hundred 

18. The factors (look at page 4) that explain how the Industrial Revolution caused London to be an ‘abyss’ for the 
poorest people are…   

 

 

19. Because… 
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Learning Ladder 

I can…. Prove it! 

Identify reasons why London was an abyss for the 
poorest 
 

1. List 2 jobs that were dangerous 
2. List 4 jobs that were smelly 
3. List reasons why jobs were low paid   
4. List 4 reasons why accommodation was terrible for the 
poorest 
5. List 4 reasons why eating,  drinking and entertainment 
made conditions bad 
 

Describe reasons why London was an abyss for the 
poorest 

Jobs were dangerous. For example, dock work. More 
specifically, Dockers had to load and unload goods 
from ships in port. This meant the job was dangerous 
because falls into the holds of ships and crushing 
injuries from cargo were common 

1.. Describe a dangerous job 
2. Describe a job that was smelly   
3. Describe what Booth’s map tells us about poverty 
4. Describe why accommodation was terrible 
5. Describe why eating, drinking and entertainment for 
the poorest was bad 
 
 

Explain the factor that caused conditions to be bad  

The factor that explains this change is economic, 
because people were desperate for money they were 
willing to work in dangerous conditions 

For each of the questions 1-7 above, identify and explain 
the factor that explains how the Industrial Revolution 
caused this change. 

Evaluate an historian’s interpretation of the Industrial 
Revolution 
 

 
 
 
 

Overall, how far do you agree that overcrowding was the 
main cause of London being an abyss for the poorest? 
 
Overall I agree with that overcrowding was the main 
cause of London being an abyss for the poorest to a 
large/certain/small extent. 
The factors that caused jobs to make London an abyss 
were… 
That factors that caused accommodation to be an abyss 
were… 
The factors that caused eating drinking and 
entertainment to be an abyss were… 
Therefore I agree to a large/certain/small extent that 
overcrowding was the main cause of London being an 
abyss for the poorest because… 

Say a lot about a little, try and include at least 

three details.  

• For example…More specifically…. This meant… 

Use the factors on page 4. 

• That factor that explains how the Industrial 

Revolution caused this is … because… 

 

1. Summarise you overall opinion about how far 

overcrowding was the main cause of London 

being an abyss for the poorest 

2. Summarise the evidence about jobs 

3. Summarise the evidence about 

accommodation 

4. Summarise the evidence about eating, 

drinking and entertainment 

5. Explain your overall opinion about the causes 

of London being an abyss for the poorest 
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Glossary of Academic Vocabulary 

Word Definition Because But So 

abyss A very bad situation that will not improve 
A very deep hole 

Because conditions for the poorest were 
so bad it was as if they lived in an abyss 

A poor person in London might have a job, but 
feel like they lived in an abyss because of low 
pay 

Victorian society thought people were poor 
because they were lazy and stupid, so did nothing 
to help them out of the abyss in which most lived. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Continue in the back of your exercise book 


