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Homework 1 
 

Source A is from Richard Spilsury, Slavery and the Slave Trade (2010): 

Work on slave plantations varied according to the crops grown. For sugar cane, the 

strongest gangs cut the tough canes, while other gangs stacked and loaded, crushed, 

boiled and refined (purified) the sugar ready for sale. Slaves usually worked from dawn until 

dusk – and even longer during busy harvest times. [Elsewhere in the Caribbean slaves 

cultivated other crops, such as coffee and indigo.] 

Q1. Describe what you can learn from this source 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Q2. How useful is Source A for looking into the work of slaves in the Caribbean? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Homework 2 
 

Q1. What was the Middle Passage and how was this used during the Slave Trade? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Q2. Explain the reasons why the Middle Passage was a traumatic experience. [6 MARKS] 

Resource to help you: http://discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/routes/from-africa-to-

america/atlantic-crossing/middle-passage/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

http://discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/routes/from-africa-to-america/atlantic-crossing/middle-passage/
http://discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/routes/from-africa-to-america/atlantic-crossing/middle-passage/
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Homework 3 

 

Source B is from James Walvin, Black Ivory: A History of British Slavery (1992): 

Some African rulers, such as King Gezo of Dahomey, became exceptionally rich selling 

slaves to the British, or by selling on British goods. African slaver nations were enormously 

strengthened by the firearms they received in exchange for slaves. They used these to 

wage wars to capture more slaves. The slave trade had uneven effects throughout Africa, 

devastating some areas and enriching others.  While in many parts of the interior farmland 

now went uncultivated for wont of labour, along the Atlantic coast more efficient and 

profitable farms grew up to service the thriving slaver kingdoms and the slave ships. 

Ultimately of course, the slave trade would have terrible consequences for all Africans. 

 

Q1. Describe what you can learn from this source 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Q2. How useful is Source B for looking at reasons why people became involved in the Slave 

Trade? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Homework 4 
 

Sources C and D explore the impact of the Slave Trade on Africa: 

SOURCE C 

Some African rulers, such as King Gezo of Dahomey, became exceptionally rich selling 

slaves to the British, or by selling on British goods. African slaver nations were enormously 

strengthened by the firearms they received in exchange for slaves. They used these to 

wage wars to capture more slaves. The slave trade had uneven effects throughout Africa, 

devastating some areas and enriching others.  While in many parts of the interior farmland 

now went uncultivated for wont of labour, along the Atlantic coast more efficient and 

profitable farms grew up to service the thriving slaver kingdoms and the slave ships. 

Ultimately of course, the slave trade would have terrible consequences for all Africans. 

SOURCE D 

The slave trade was a calamity which devastated the peoples of Africa. Wars waged due 

to greed to capture slaves were raged across the continent.  In the short term some 

nations greatly benefited from the slave trade, with rulers like King Gezo becoming 

extremely rich and powerful off the profits of the trade.  On the west coast farming 

became more efficient and more profitable than ever before in order to furnish European 
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slave ships with food. Yet, in the long-term, even the winners lost. When the Slave trade was 

abolished, all their power and wealth crumbled with it. 

 

Q6. Compare the views of Sources C and D about how the slave trade affected Africa. [4 

MARKS] 

Source C views: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Source D views: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Main difference: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Homework 5 

 

Source E is from an article dated 30 April 1860 in the Harper’s Weekly newspaper titled ‘The 

Slave Deck of the Bark1 “WILDFIRE” Brought into Key West’:  

Soon after the bark was anchored we repaired on board… and saw… about four hundred 

and fifty Africans in a state of entire nudity, in a sitting or squatting posture…. They had not 

been so much crowded together on board as is common in slave voyages, and had been 

better fed than usual… Ninety and upward had died on the voyage. But this is considered 

as comparatively a small loss, showing that they had been better cared for than unusual. 

Ten more had died since their arrival and there were about forty more sick… We saw on 

board about six or seven boys greatly emaciated2, and about a hundred that showed 

signs of suffering from [malnourishment], exhaustion, and disease. Dysentery 3  was the 

principal disease.  

 

Source F is also about the Middle Passage.  

                                                 
1 Bark = another word for a ship.  
2 Emaciated = dreadfully thin, gaunt, and starved. 
3 Dysentery = constant diarrhoea. 
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The death rate during the Middle Passage was shockingly high due to the dreadful 

prevalence of disease. Mortality rates of a third of the slaves accepted as fairly normal, but 

with even half the slave cargo remaining sometimes enabling slavers to make a profit. 

Epidemic diseases like smallpox and measles were common in the cramped and crowded 

conditions. Sexually transmitted illnesses such as Syphilis were inflicted on many a slave by 

rapist sailors; but the worst killer of all was dysentery. Many slaves were unable to remain 

hydrated or nourished because they were too sick to keep food down; others despaired of 

life and tried to refuse food, arriving skeletally thin. Spare a thought for those poor slaves 

who travelled and arrived naked and wretched, so often raked by illness, and often so 

packed together that movement was greatly restricted.  

 

Q8. Q1. Compare the information of Sources E and F: do they agree about the conditions 

on slave ships? 

Source E: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Source F: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Q2. Which source do you believe gives a greater overall reflection on the conditions of the 

slave ships and why? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Homework 6 

 

Source M: There were many reasons why the British parliament held out against increasing 

pressure to abolish the slave trade. The most obvious is that parliament itself was crammed 

with members who themselves had a personal stake or in the slave trade or plantations. 

Even if an MP had no personal interest, the fact was that many slave-owners and slave-

traders had become so rich and powerful that they could bribe or threaten politicians. Of 

course, this was always dressed up in patriotic language: it was always argued that the 

slave trade was vital to Britain’s economy, and that the country just could not do without it. 

 

Q1. Explain the different reasons why the British Parliament delayed abolishing slavery?  
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Source N is from in is from an Abolitionist speech made by William Wilberforce to the House 

of Commons on the 12 May 1789: 

Let anyone imagine himself 600 of these unfortunates chained two and two, the right ankle 

of one is connected with the left ankle of another by a small iron fetter.4  The slaves are so 

miserable at leaving their country that they sail at night, unaware of their departure. For 

exercise these miserable people, loaded down with chains and suffering from disease, are 

forced to dance by terror of the whip. 

 

Q2. What arguments to abolish slavery does William Wilberforce make?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

                                                 
4 Fetter: chains or handcuff.  


