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Our Spring Term Homework Programme 

 

 Due Date: Homework Task Duration 

Week  

# 2 

Monday, January 13 Vocabulary list 1 

 ongoing book review 

 

 

Aim for 15 

minutes a day 

reviewing 

vocabulary 

and a 

minimum of 20 

minutes a day 

reading. 

 

When your 

book is finished 

then use that 

reading time 

for writing your 

report. 

Week 

# 3 

Monday, January 20 Vocabulary list 2 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 4 

Monday, January 27 Vocabulary list 3 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 5 

Monday, February 3 Vocabulary list 4 

 and ongoing book review 

Week  

# 6 

Monday, February 10 

 

Vocabulary list 5 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 7 

Monday, February 24 

(This is the first Monday 

after half term) 

Vocabulary list 6 

 ongoing book review 

Week 

# 8 

Monday, March 2 Vocabulary list 7 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 9 

Monday, March 9 Vocabulary list 8 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 10 

Monday, March 16 Vocabulary list 9 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 11 

Monday, March 23 Vocabulary list 10 

 ongoing book review 

Week  

# 12 

Monday, March 30 Vocabulary list 11 

BOOK REPORT DUE 



 

 

You will be tested on the week’s vocabulary list every Monday.  

There are 24 words we would like you to master this term. At first, you will just 

need to know what they mean and how to use them in a sentence. From 

week four, you will also be tested on the spellings. Once you’ve been quizzed 

on all the meanings and spellings, you’ll start to practise changing the word 

class of some words (from week seven). By the final week, you will be 

expected to know all 24 words and to use them in your own writing. 

 

Each week there is some space for you to practise. You do not need to show 

this work to your teacher; it’s just to help you prepare. 

 

 

For the book review you will select a book. (It cannot be one you read in 

English or with your reading group at the start of the day. It must be suitable 

for your age. Ask your teacher if you are unsure.) 

Over the term you will read the book and write a detailed book review. See 

the end of the pack for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework #1: Due Monday, January 13     

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. Jacobean (adj) – belonging to the period from 1603 to 1625 when James I 

was king of England 

‘The Tempest’ is a Jacobean play because it was first performed in 1611. 

2. tragicomedy (n) – a play that has some features of a comedy and some 

features of a tragedy 

‘The Tempest’ is a tragicomedy. 

3. to enslave (v) – to make someone a slave 

After they were captured, the prisoners were enslaved. 

4. to usurp (v) – to take control of someone else’s power when you do not have 

the right to 

Richard usurped the throne. 

5. tempest (n) – violent storm 

A tempest wrecked the ship. 

6. treason (n) – a crime that harms your country or government 

They were convicted of treason for plotting to kill the governor. 

7. to nurture (v) – to encourage or support the development of someone or 

something 

A teacher can often nurture a love of learning. 

8. callous (adj) – insensitive or heartless 

The prison guard was callous. 

 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 



Homework #2: Due Monday, January 20     

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. colonialism (n) – when one country establishes itself in another country 

Because of colonialism, India, the US, and Canada all used to be ruled by 

England. 

2. pathos (n) – something that makes us feel sympathy or sorrow 

The pathos of the scene almost made me cry. 

3. dual nature (n) – having two sides 

A dual nature can be exposed under pressure. 

4. grotesque (adj) – hideous or very ugly 

The mask he wore for Halloween was grotesque. 

5. to curse (v) – to say magic words that are intended to bring bad luck to 

someone 

The wizard cursed his enemy. 

6. to fathom (v) – to understand after much thought 

I could not fathom why they disliked him so much. 

7. conniving (adj) – planning something immoral, illegal, or harmful 

She was a heartless and conniving woman. 

8. uncivilised (adj) – wild, uneducated, or impolite 

The natives of colonised countries were often seen as uncivilised. 

 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Homework #3: Due Monday, January 27    

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words 

1. symbol (n) – something concrete that stands for an idea 

The dove is a symbol of peace. 

2. to torture (v) – to cause pain as a punishment 

Most of the victims had been brutally tortured. 

3. persuasive (adj) – convincing or influencing someone to believe in something 

He gave an informative and persuasive speech. 

4. inherent (adj) – belonging to something permanently and by nature 

Travelling late at night has inherent dangers. 

5. virtuous (adj) – morally good 

She considered herself very virtuous because she helped the homeless. 

6. vengeful (adj) – unforgiving or seeking revenge 

A vengeful ex-prisoner began looking for his next victim. 

7. remorseless (adj) – not feeling sorry for bad actions 

The remorseless king killed anyone who dared criticise him. 

8. to debase (v) – to insult someone, making them seem less valuable 

Prospero debases Caliban with his language. 

Write your own sentence using each one to help you prepare for the quiz: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Homework #4: Due Monday, February 3    

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week, you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. Jacobean (adj) – belonging to the period from 1603 to 1625 when James I 

was king of England 

‘The Tempest’ is a Jacobean play because it was first performed in 1611. 

2. tragicomedy (n) – a play that has some features of a comedy and some 

features of a tragedy 

‘The Tempest’ is a tragicomedy. 

3. to enslave (v) – to make someone a slave 

After they were captured, the prisoners were enslaved. 

4. to usurp (v) – to take control of someone else’s power when you do not have 

the right to 

Richard usurped the throne. 

5. tempest (n) – violent storm 

A tempest wrecked the ship. 

6. treason (n) – a crime that harms your country or government 

They were convicted of treason for plotting to kill the governor. 

7. to nurture (v) – to encourage or support the development of someone or 

something 

A teacher can often nurture a love of learning. 

8. callous (adj) – insensitive or heartless 

The prison guard was callous. 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



Homework #5: Due Monday, February 10    

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. colonialism (n) – when one country establishes itself in another country 

Because of colonialism, India, the US, and Canada all used to be ruled by 

England. 

2. pathos (n) – something that makes us feel sympathy or sorrow 

The pathos of the scene almost made me cry. 

3. dual nature (n) – having two sides 

A dual nature can be exposed under pressure. 

4. grotesque (adj) – hideous or very ugly 

The mask he wore for Halloween was grotesque. 

5. to curse (v) – to say magic words that are intended to bring bad luck to 

someone 

The wizard cursed his enemy. 

6. to fathom (v) – to understand after much thought 

I could not fathom why they disliked him so much. 

7. conniving (adj) – planning something immoral, illegal, or harmful 

She was a heartless and conniving woman. 

8. uncivilised (adj) – wild, uneducated, or impolite 

The natives of colonised countries were often seen as uncivilised. 

 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



Homework #6: Due Monday, February 24 (after half term)   

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Learn the meanings of these words. This week you will also be tested on the spelling. 

1. symbol (n) – something concrete that stands for an idea 

The dove is a symbol of peace. 

2. to torture (v) – to cause pain as a punishment 

Most of the victims had been brutally tortured. 

3. persuasive (adj) – convincing or influencing someone to believe in something 

He gave an informative and persuasive speech. 

4. inherent (adj) – belonging to something permanently and by nature 

Travelling late at night has inherent dangers. 

5. virtuous (adj) – morally good 

She considered herself very virtuous because she helped the homeless. 

6. vengeful (adj) – unforgiving or seeking revenge 

A vengeful ex-prisoner began looking for his next victim. 

7. remorseless (adj) – not feeling sorry for bad actions 

The remorseless king killed anyone who dared criticise him. 

8. to debase (v) – to insult someone, making them seem less valuable 

Prospero debases Caliban with his language. 

Look, cover, write, check to make sure you know how to spell these words: 

Copy the word 

here first 

first practice second practice third practice 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 



Homework #7: Due Monday, March 2     

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week!  

1. Jacobean (adj) – belonging to the period from 1603 to 1625 when James I 

was king of England 

‘The Tempest’ is a Jacobean play because it was first performed in 1611. 

2. tragicomedy (n) – a play that has some features of a comedy and some 

features of a tragedy 

‘The Tempest’ is a tragicomedy. 

3. enslaved (adj) – made a slave 

The enslaved prisoners were forced to build towers. 

4. usurper (n) – a person who takes control of someone else’s power when (s)he 

does not have the right to 

The usurper was the king’s brother. 

5. tempestuous (n) – violently stormy 

The ship was wrecked on a tempestuous night. 

6. traitor (n) – a person who commits treason.  

The traitors were convicted for plotting to kill the governor. 

7. nurturing (adj) –  encouraging or supporting the development of someone or 

something 

Parents are usually loving and nurturing. 

8. callousness (n) – insensitivity or heartlessness 

I was shocked by her callousness. 

 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 



Homework #8: Due Monday, March 9     

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week! 

1. to colonise (v) – to establish a government in a different country 

England colonised New Zealand and Australia. 

2. pathos (n) – something that makes us feel sympathy or sorrow 

The pathos of the scene almost made me cry. 

3. dual nature (n) – having two sides 

A dual nature can be exposed under pressure. 

4. grotesque (adj) – hideous or very ugly 

The mask he wore for Halloween was grotesque. 

5. curse (n) – magic words that are intended to bring bad luck to someone 

The wizard’s curse paralysed him. 

6. unfathomable (adj) – impossible to understand, shocking 

His cruelty was unfathomable. 

7. conniving (adj) – planning something immoral, illegal, or harmful 

She was a heartless and conniving woman. 

8. civilised (adj) – educated, polite, and advanced 

Europeans often saw themselves as more civilised than the people they 

colonised. 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Homework #9: Due Monday, March 16  

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

Careful—some of the words have changed form this week! 

1. symbolic (adj) – representing an idea 

The gift was symbolic; it showed that he had forgiven her. 

2. torturous (adj) – causing terrible pain 

The exam was torturous because she hadn’t prepared. 

3. persuasion (adj) – the act of convincing or influencing someone to believe in 

something 

He used persuasion instead of violence to settle the quarrel peacefully. 

4. inherently (adv) – permanently and by nature 

Some people believe that all children are inherently good. 

5. virtue (n) – a morally good quality 

She worked hard to develop her virtues and become a better person. 

6. vengefulness (n) – desire to seek revenge 

I told her to give up her vengefulness, and forgive those who had 

wronged her. 

7. remorseful (adj) – feeling sorry for bad actions 

As soon as he had done it, he was remorseful, and begged to be 

forgiven. 

8. debasing (adj) – insulting 

Prospero uses debasing language when speaking about Caliban. 

 

Make sure you can use each word in its new form in a sentence correctly: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Homework #10: Due Monday, March 23   

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

This week you could be tested on any of the words on this list. Quiz yourself to make 

sure you remember what they mean and how to spell them! 

Word Practice spelling What does it mean? 

tragicomedy   

Jacobean   

to enslave   

to usurp   

tempest   

treason   

callous   

uncivilised   

colonialism   

pathos   

dual nature   

nurture   

 

Write your own sentences for the most difficult ones here: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Homework #11: Due Monday, March 30   

Year 8 ‘The Tempest’ Vocab List  

This week you could be tested on any of the words on this list. Quiz yourself to make 

sure you remember what they mean and how to spell them! 

Word Practice spelling What does it mean? 

grotesque   

to curse   

to fathom   

conniving   

to torture   

persuasive   

inherent   

virtuous   

vengeful   

to debase   

remorseless   

symbol   

 

Write your own sentences for the most difficult ones here: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Writing a Book Review 

This is your chance to pick a book about anything you like. 

Your book review will be read by your English teacher and the best ones will 

be nominated for a prize. 

Happy reading! 

Things you could include in your book review: 

The Setting and themes 

• Compare the setting of the book to the world that you know. Is it set in the past, 

future or another world etc.  

• Can you picture the book’s setting when you close your eyes? Try to pass on to your 

reader a sense of setting.  

• What are the major themes which run through the book, are they relevant to plot 

and genre? 

The Characters 

• Does the writer make you believe in them as real people?  

• Do you like or dislike the characters?  

• Write about the characters using examples of what they have said and done to give 

a sense of their personalities.  

The Plot 

• Give your reader a taste of the plot but don’t give the surprises away.  

• Summarise the plot in a way that will answer some questions about the book, but 

leave other questions in the reader’s mind.  

Overall Thoughts 

• Give your opinion on what type of person would enjoy reading the book.  

• Give the book a mark out of ten and explain why you awarded this mark.  

• Give your thoughts and explain any changes to the book you would make.  

 

 

 

 

 



What a book review might look like: 

‘Stone Cold’ by Robert Swindells 

Winner of The Carnegie Medal in 1993, Robert Swindells’ Stone Cold paints a grim 

picture of what it is like to sleep rough in London in the nineties. Swindells spent 3 

days living rough on the streets to research the novel and this adds credibility to the 

story.  

The novel has two narrators. Link a sixteen-year-old who is forced out of his mother’s 

home by his brutish step dad Vince and Shelter a forty something psychopathic 

former army officer who targets homeless kids. Link and Shelter take their turns to tell 

their stories until they inevitably meet up in the exciting climax. 

Mainly written in the first-person diary genre, it also contains elements of mystery, 

adventure and a little romance. Mystery because the reader is left wondering if 

Shelter’s despicable crimes will ever be found out. Adventure because Link 

experiences many ups and downs as he learns how to live in a strange and 

dangerous city. Finally, there is almost a romance when Link meets Gail, who turns 

out not to be the girl he thought she was. 

At the beginning, the readers’ attention is captured immediately through Link’s 

powerful description of the horrendous treatment he receives at the hands of Vince. 

However, his bad experiences as a homeless person, still doesn’t compare with the 

way Vince treats him. 

The story goes on to describe how Link learns the hard way about how to live in 

London.  This is interrupted by Shelter’s voice as he slowly starts picking up vulnerable 

homeless people one by one and burying them under his floorboards. 

I particularly liked Link’s use of colloquialism, which makes his character much more 

relatable to the reader. The book is successful in creating a believable teenage 

voice by the author capturing the slang and speech of a 16 year old boy. 

However, the book does have one major fault. Namely, that Link’s voice is far more 

interesting than Shelter’s story. Many students in my class said they skipped reading 

some of Shelter’s descriptions because they found it hard to follow. It seems to take 

too long before we understand why Shelter is in the book. 

I would recommend this book to anyone who thinks that they have a difficult home 

life, further to reading this book, it will make you see how lucky you are. I would not 

recommend this book to anyone under the age of 12 because there are some 

swear words and some of the language and the issues are hard to grasp. 

 


