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Spring Term Overview: Year 10 

You will be doing exam style questions testing both Literature and Language 

knowledge. 

How can you get prepared for this? 

✓ Turn up to class. Every lesson you miss is the equivalent of throwing away 

learning time. You are responsible for catching up if you miss a lesson. 

✓ Use your exercise book as a revision guide. You will have model answers, step-

by-step guides for certain questions, feedback from your teacher, success 

criteria, marks schemes etc. in your books. They are far better revision guides 

than any that you pay for). 

✓ Ask for help. If you would like extra revision sessions, revision resources, to go 

over a lesson again etc. then we will do our absolute best to help you. Do not 

turn up the morning of an assessment/mock exam and expect that last minute 

effort to translate into real results. 

✓ Pay attention to your targets. The definition of madness is doing the same thing 

over and over again and expecting a different result. Try to fix the things that 

are holding you back from the next grade before your next test. 

✓ DO YOUR HOMEWORK. The best way to improve is to practise. The homework 

packs let you do this. 

 

 

 

Our Spring Term Homework Programme. 

  

Core Knowledge Questions:  Practice makes permanent. Fact. The English 

department have created 30 Core Knowledge Questions for Macbeth and 

A Christmas Carol. These questions have been carefully thought through 

and crafted to cover: key plot moments, character arcs and quotes. Each 

week you will sit a homework quiz that tests you on 10 questions (on a 

rotation cycle). As you return to a question, you will grow in confidence, 

speed and accuracy. By revising the answers to these questions you stand 

the best chance of securing an excellent exam result at the end of the 

term!      

Expected approach:   

Weekly  

Spaced revision of the Core Knowledge Questions (set for that week). 😊  
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Due on Mondays 

Week 1   

Due 13th January  

Look at Week 1 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 2 

Due 20th January 

Look at Week 2 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 3 

Due 27th January 

Look at Week 3 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 4 

Due 3rd February 

Look at Week 4 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 5 

Due 10th February 

Look at Week 5 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 6 

Due 24th February 

Look at Week 6 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 7 

Due 2nd March  

Look at Week 7 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 8 

Due 9th March  

Look at Week 8 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 9 

Due 16th March 

Look at Week 9 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 10 

Due 23rd March  

Look at Week 10 of the homework 

calendar. 

Week 11 

Due 30th March 

Look at Week 11 of the homework 

calendar  
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Homework #1.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 1 

Macbeth  

 

1. Where was the play set?   

Scotland 

 

2. Who was the reigning king at the time the play was written?   

James 1 

 

3. What would the contemporary audience have thought about witches?  

They viewed witches as servants of the devil.  

 

4. Which character (s) open the play?   

The witches 

 

5. What does Macbeth do to be described as 'brave' and 'valiant' at the start of 

the play?   

 

6. He fights courageously and defeats the Norwegian army. 

 

7. What phrase said by the witches suggests that appearances can be 

deceiving?    

"Fair is foul, and foul is fair" 

 

8. What are the three prophecies the witches tell Macbeth and Banquo? 

Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor; Macbeth will be king; Banquo's sons 

will be king.  

 

9. How many men reign as king of Scotland in the play?   

3: Duncan, Macbeth, Malcolm 

 

10. Who is 'my dearest partner of greatness'?   

Lady Macbeth 

 

11.  Why is this quote a turning point?  'Stars hide your fires; let not light see my 

black and deep desires.'  

It illustrates the beginning of Macbeth's downfall 
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Homework #2.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 2 

Macbeth  

 

1. What does the quote 'Art not without ambition but withou the illness should 

attend it' reveal about Lady Macbeth’s thoughts of Macbeth.? 

She thinks he's ambitious but not ruthless enough to achieve anything.  

 

2.  What is Lady Macbeth teaching Maceth in the line 'Look like the innocent 

flower but be the serpent under't?  

To be duplicitous (two faced)  

 

3. What does Lady Macbeth question in order to manipulate Macbeth?  

She questions his masculinity. 

 

4. What vision does Macbeth have before he kills Duncan?   

He sees a floating dagger pointing him to Duncan's chamber.  

 

5. Who does Lady Macbeth frame for the murder of Duncan?  

Duncan's drunken chamberlains (servants). 

 

6. Where is Duncan killed?   

In his bedchamber at Macbeth's castle. 

 

7. Who kills Banquo?  

A group of assassins hired by Macbeth.  

 

8. Who flees Scotland to join Malcolm in England?   

Macduff 

 

9. What does Macbeth see at the banquet that unsettles him?  

He sees Banquo's ghost in his seat. 

 

10. What motif explores the theme of guilt?   

The motif of blood. 
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Homework #3.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 3 

Macbeth  

1. What do these quotes show about Lady Macbeth's character: 'A little water 

clears us of this deed.' compared to 'Out damned spot!'  

These quotes illustrate the shift in her conscience. 

 

2. What does Macbeth learn from the second witches visit?   

He learns: 'Beware Macduff'; 'No man of woman borne shall harm Macbeth';  

'Take no care…until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane' 

 

3. How does Macbeth deal with the threat of Macduff?   

He hires assassins to murder his entire family.  

 

4. What happens to Lady Macbeth before she dies?   

She's plagued by fits of sleep walking.  

 

5. How is Lady Macbeth's death shown to the audience?   

It happens off stage - stage direction indicates the audience hear a scream.  

 

6. Why is Macduff able to kill Macbeth despite the witches prophecy?   

He was born by caesarean section.  

 

7. How does Birnham wood come to Dunsinane?   

Malcolm's army hides behind cut off tree branches.  

 

8. What term is used by many to describe Macbeth by the end of the play?  

Tyrant 

 

9. What happens at the end of the play that echoes events from the start? 

It begins and ends with a tyrant's head on a pole. 

 

10. How is Macbeth a usurper?   

He seizes power by killing Duncan. 
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Homework #4.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 4 

A Christmas Carol  

1. Where and when was the novella set? 

Victoria London 

 

2. Why was the New Poor Law viewed as harsh?   

The New Poor Law altered the way the poor were helped: the only help 

available was to go to a workhouse. Workhouses were designed to be awful 

places to be to discourage people to use them. Many, like Dickens, believed 

the law essentially punished those in need instead of helping.  

 

3. What is the narrative perspective of the novella?  

Third Person. Limited Omniscient - as we are only given insight into the 

thoughts of Scrooge.   

 

4. Why does the novella have an unusual layout of staves rather than chapters? 

The five stave reflects the structure of a carol and link the narrative to the joy 

of singing.   

 

5. What does the narrator mean when describing Scrooge as a 'tight-fisted 

hand at the grindstone'?  

The narrator describes Scrooge as 'tight-fisted' which presents him as miserly 

and threatening. Furthermore, the 'grindstone' refers to how hard he makes 

others work. (grinding every he can out of his workers). 

 

6. List 2 similes from the first description of Scrooge that present him as an 

isolated misanthrope. 

‘solitary as an oyster' ; 'hard and sharp as flint' 

 

7. What does the language in the quote, 'Decrease the surplus population' help 

to convey?   

8.  

The line illustrates Scrooge's selfish outlook on those in need. That the poor is a 

burden on society.  

 

9. What does Scrooge say to the gentlemen who come asking him to donate to 

charity?  
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‘Are there no prisons….and the union workhouses?' 

 

10. What word is repeated in Stave 1 to emphasise Scrooge's loneliness?  

Scrooge took his melancholy dinner in his usual melancholy tavern.' 

 

11. What is the function of Marley's ghost in the novella? 

He is a cautionary tale: a visible example to Scrooge of the consequences of 

selfish choices in life. 

 

 

Homework #5.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 5 

A Christmas Carol   

1. The metaphor 'I wear the chains I forged in life.' demonstrates what?  

It demonstrates how Marley is aware the immoral choices he made leads to 

damnation and eternal suffering.   

 

2. ‘A solitary child, neglected by his friends.'  - How does this quote link to the 

start of the novella?   

The repetition of the word 'solitary' illustrates how the state of isolation has 

been a constant throughout his life. (solitary as an oyster) 

 

3. What is Fan's role in the novella?   

Fan, as Scrooge's younger sister, provides a clear example of charitable love. 

 

4. What does the memory with Fezziwig help to teach Scrooge?   

It's an example of charitable love that demonstrates ideally how an employer 

should be. 

 

5. What does the light coming out of the Ghost of Christmas Past's head 

symbolise and what does Scrooge do with it at the end of Stave 2? 

The light is symbolic of knowledge; Scrooge tries to cover it demonstrating 

how he is distraught by the memories and no longer wants to listen. 

 

6. What does the Ghost of Christmas Present embody? 

He embodies the spirit of Christmas: his jovial, benevolent presence 

represents the charity of the season.  
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7. What does Dickens mean when he describes the Cratchits as 'They were not 

a handsome family; they were not well dressed... But, they were happy, 

grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time.'?  

The use of language in this quote stresses the importance of generosity of 

spirit; Dickens shows us that despite not having a lot of material wealth they 

were rich with love.  

 

8. Name the Cratchits.   

Bob Cratchit, his wife - Mrs Cratchit, and their six children: Martha, Belinda, 

Peter, two smaller Cratchits (an unnamed girl and boy), and Tiny Tim 

 

9. What is Fred implying when he says ' His wealth is of no use to him. He doesn't 

do any good with it.'?  

Fred is illustrating that all the money Scrooge has does not actually make his 

life better because he doesn't do anything of value with it: he does not give 

to charity, friends, family or spend on himself.  

 

10. How does Dickens use an allegory to shock Scrooge?  

Dickens uses the shocking image of the children 'Ignorance' and 'Want' to 

show Scrooge the ugliness of his ignorance and the desperation of the poor. 

 

Homework #6.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 6 

A Christmas Carol 

1. What does the language tell us about the poor in this quote? 'Yellow, 

meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish' 

2.  

The descriptive list conveys the harsh reality of poverty, how it strips you of 

your humanity and dignity.  

 

3. What words are echoed back to Scrooge by the Ghost of Christmas Present 

and what is the significance of this moment?   

Within Stave 3 the spirit echoes Scrooge's words twice. When asked about 

Tiny Tim's future, the ghost replies, 'If he be like to die, he had better do it, and 

decrease the surplus population.' At the end of the Stave, when he asks 

about the children, the ghost says, 'Are there no prisons? Are there no 

workhouses?' 
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4. How does Scrooge's approach to the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come differ 

from his encounter with Marley's Ghost?   

Scrooge greets the final spirit with humility and a desire to learn. He laughed 

off Marley's ghost when he first appeared. This contrast helps to show the 

transformation in Scrooge's outlook. 

 

5. What is the impact of the ghost being silent throughout the stave? 

The silence of the ghost helps to show us how self-aware Scrooge has 

become on his path to redemption: he no longer needs the spirit to explain 

what he is being shown; the silence helps create a haunting atmosphere, 

fitting for the final message.  

 

6. What are the visions of the future shared with Scrooge? 

He is shown the death of an individual and their funeral being discussed 

dismissively, looters talking about a dead man they've robbed, a covered 

corpse, a couple celebrating the death of someone as it allows them relief 

from the debt they owe, and the Cratchit's mourning Tiny Tim. Finally, he is 

shown his own gravestone when he realises the other scenes were linked to 

his death.  

 

7. What is mean by the narrator describing Scrooge's 'own heart laughed: and 

that was quite enough for him'?  

Scrooge becomes generous and embraces the Christmas spirit and is finally 

content with his life.  

 

8. What does Scrooge mean when he says, '"I will honour Christmas in my heart, 

and try to keep it all the year.'? 

Christmas is seen as the season of charity and good will. Scrooge is saying he 

will be charitable and show good will to fellow man all year round.  

 

9. What does the simile 'light as a feather' help to show about Scrooge in Stave 

5?  

That his transformation has saved him from a fate like Marley's, weighted 

down by his wrong choices.  

 

10. How does Scrooge's treatment of Bob Cratchit in Stave 5 differ from his 

treatment in Stave 1? 

In Stave 1, Scrooge is unkind to Bob. He pays him very little and only lets him 

have a tiny fire to stay warm. In Stave 5, he raises Bob's salary and vows to 

help his family. 
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11. What did Dickens hope to achieve with this novella?   

Dickens wanted to draw attention to the poverty in Victorian society and the 

selfishness of many who chose to ignore it. He wanted to encourage charity 

and good will to all for a fairer society. 

 

Homework #7.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 7 

Macbeth 

1. Where was the play set?   

Scotland 

 

2. Who was the reigning king at the time the play was written?   

James 1 

 

3. What would the contemporary audience have thought about witches?  

They viewed witches as servants of the devil.  

 

4. Which character (s) open the play? 

The witches 

 

5. What does Macbeth do to be described as 'brave' and 'valiant' at the start of 

the play?   

 

6. He fights courageously and defeats the Norwegian army. 

A Christmas Carol  

7. Where and when was the novella set? 

Victoria London 

 

8. Why was the New Poor Law viewed as harsh?   

The New Poor Law altered the way the poor were helped: the only help 

available was to go to a workhouse. Workhouses were designed to be awful 

places to be to discourage people to use them. Many, like Dickens, believed 

the law essentially punished those in need instead of helping.  

 

9. What is the narrative perspective of the novella?  

Third Person. Limited Omniscient - as we are only given insight into the 

thoughts of Scrooge.   
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10. Why does the novella have an unusual layout of staves rather than chapters? 

The five stave reflects the structure of a carol and link the narrative to the joy 

of singing.   

 

11. What does the narrator mean when describing Scrooge as a 'tight-fisted 

hand at the grindstone'?  

The narrator describes Scrooge as 'tight-fisted' which presents him as miserly 

and threatening. Furthermore, the 'grindstone' refers to how hard he makes 

others work. (grinding every he can out of his workers). 

 

Homework #8.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 8 

Macbeth 

1. What phrase said by the witches suggests that appearances can be 

deceiving?    

"Fair is foul, and foul is fair" 

 

2. What are the three prophecies the witches tell Macbeth and Banquo? 

Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor; Macbeth will be king; Banquo's sons 

will be king.  

 

3. How many men reign as king of Scotland in the play?   

3: Duncan, Macbeth, Malcolm 

 

4. Who is 'my dearest partner of greatness'?   

Lady Macbeth 

 

5.  Why is this quote a turning point?  'Stars hide your fires; let not light see my 

black and deep desires.'  

It illustrates the beginning of Maceth's downfall. 

A Christmas Carol  

6. List 2 similes from the first description of Scrooge that present him as an 

isolated misanthrope. 

‘solitary as an oyster' ; 'hard and sharp as flint' 
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7. What does the language in the quote, 'Decrease the surplus population' help 

to convey?   

The line illustrates Scrooge's selfish outlook on those in need. That the poor is a 

burden on society.  

 

8. What does Scrooge say to the gentlemen who come asking him to donate to 

charity?  

‘Are there no prisons….and the union workhouses?' 

 

9. What word is repeated in Stave 1 to emphasise Scrooge's loneliness?  

Scrooge took his melancholy dinner in his usual melancholy tavern.' 

 

10. What is the function of Marley's ghost in the novella? 

He is a cautionary tale: a visible example to Scrooge of the consequences of 

selfish choices in life. 

 

Homework #9.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 9 

Macbeth  

1. What does the quote 'Art not without ambition but without the illness should 

attend it' reveal about Lady Macbeth’s thoughts of Macbeth.? 

She thinks he's ambitious but not ruthless enough to achieve anything.  

 

2.  What is Lady Macbeth teaching Macbeth in the line 'Look like the innocent 

flower but be the serpent under't?  

To be duplicitous (two faced)  

 

3. What does Lady Macbeth question in order to manipulate Macbeth?  

She questions his masculinity. 

 

4. What vision does Macbeth have before he kills Duncan?   

He sees a floating dagger pointing him to Duncan's chamber.  

 

5. Who does Lady Macbeth frame for the murder of Duncan?  

Duncan's drunken chamberlains (servants). 

A Christmas Carol  
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6. The metaphor 'I wear the chains I forged in life.' demonstrates what?  

It demonstrates how Marley is aware the immoral choices he made leads to 

damnation and eternal suffering.   

 

7. ‘A solitary child, neglected by his friends.'  - How does this quote link to the 

start of the novella?   

The repetition of the word 'solitary' illustrates how the state of isolation has 

been a constant throughout his life. (solitary as an oyster) 

 

8. What is Fan's role in the novella?   

Fan, as Scrooge's younger sister, provides a clear example of charitable love. 

 

9. What does the memory with Fezziwig help to teach Scrooge?   

It's an example of charitable love that demonstrates ideally how an employer 

should be. 

 

10. What does the light coming out of the Ghost of Christmas Past's head 

symbolise and what does Scrooge do with it at the end of Stave 2? 

The light is symbolic of knowledge; Scrooge tries to cover it demonstrating 

how he is distraught by the memories and no longer wants to listen. 

 

Homework #10.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 10 

Macbeth 

1. Where is Duncan killed?   

In his bedchamber at Macbeth's castle. 

 

2. Who kills Banquo?  

A group of assassins hired by Macbeth.  

 

3. Who flees Scotland to join Malcolm in England?   

Macduff 

 

4. What does Macbeth see at the banquet that unsettles him?  

He sees Banquo's ghost in his seat. 

 

5. What motif explores the theme of guilt?   

The motif of blood. 
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A Christmas Carol  

6. What does the Ghost of Christmas Present embody? 

He embodies the spirit of Christmas: his jovial, benevolent presence 

represents the charity of the season.  

 

7. What does Dickens mean when he describes the Cratchits as 'They were not 

a handsome family; they were not well dressed... But, they were happy, 

grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time.'?  

The use of language in this quote stresses the importance of generosity of 

spirit; Dickens shows us that despite not having a lot of material wealth they 

were rich with love.  

 

8. Name the Cratchits.   

Bob Cratchit, his wife - Mrs Cratchit, and their six children: Martha, Belinda, 

Peter, two smaller Cratchits (an unnamed girl and boy), and Tiny Tim 

 

9. What is Fred implying when he says ' His wealth is of no use to him. He doesn't 

do any good with it.'?  

Fred is illustrating that all the money Scrooge has does not actually make his 

life better because he doesn't do anything of value with it: he does not give 

to charity, friends, family or spend on himself.  

 

10. How does Dickens use an allegory to shock Scrooge?  

Dickens uses the shocking image of the children 'Ignorance' and 'Want' to 

show Scrooge the ugliness of his ignorance and the desperation of the poor. 

 

 

 

Homework #11.         

Year 10 Core Knowledge Questions Week 11 

Macbeth 

1. What do these quotes show about Lady Macbeth's character: 'A little water 

clears us of this deed.' compared to 'Out damned spot!'  

These quotes illustrate the shift in her conscience. 

 

2. What does Macbeth learn from the second witches visit?   
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He learns: 'Beware Macduff'; 'No man of woman borne shall harm Macbeth'; 

'Take no care…until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane' 

 

3. How does Macbeth deal with the threat of Macduff?   

He hires assassins to murder his entire family.  

 

4. What happens to Lady Macbeth before she dies?   

She's plagued by fits of sleep walking.  

 

5. How is Lady Macbeth's death shown to the audience?   

It happens off stage - stage direction indicates the audience hear a scream.  

 

6. Why is Macduff able to kill Macbeth despite the witches prophecy?   

He was born by caesarean section.  

 

7. How does Birnham wood come to Dunsinane?   

Malcolm's army hides behind cut off tree branches.  

 

8. What term is used by many to describe Macbeth by the end of the play?  

Tyrant 

 

9. What happens at the end of the play that echoes events from the start? 

It begins and ends with a tyrant's head on a pole. 

 

10. How is Macbeth a usurper?   

He seizes power by killing Duncan. 

A Christmas Carol  

11. What does the language tell us about the poor in this quote? 'Yellow, 

meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish' 

The descriptive list conveys the harsh reality of poverty, how it strips you of 

your humanity and dignity.  

 

12. What words are echoed back to Scrooge by the Ghost of Christmas Present 

and what is the significance of this moment?   

Within Stave 3 the spirit echoes Scrooge's words twice. When asked about 

Tiny Tim's future, the ghost replies, 'If he be like to die, he had better do it, and 

decrease the surplus population.' At the end of the Stave, when he asks 

about the children, the ghost says, 'Are there no prisons? Are there no 

workhouses?' 
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13. How does Scrooge's approach to the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come differ 

from his encounter with Marley's Ghost?   

 

Scrooge greets the final spirit with humility and a desire to learn. He laughed 

off Marley's ghost when he first appeared. This contrast helps to show the 

transformation in Scrooge's outlook. 

 

14. What is the impact of the ghost being silent throughout the stave? 

The silence of the ghost helps to show us how self-aware Scrooge has 

become on his path to redemption: he no longer needs the spirit to explain 

what he is being shown; the silence helps create a haunting atmosphere, 

fitting for the final message.  

 

15. What are the visions of the future shared with Scrooge? 

He is shown the death of an individual and their funeral being discussed 

dismissively, looters talking about a dead man they've robbed, a covered 

corpse, a couple celebrating the death of someone as it allows them relief 

from the debt they owe, and the Cratchit's mourning Tiny Tim. Finally, he is 

shown his own gravestone when he realises the other scenes were linked to 

his death.  

 

16. What is mean by the narrator describing Scrooge's 'own heart laughed: and 

that was quite enough for him'?  

Scrooge becomes generous and embraces the Christmas spirit and is finally 

content with his life.  

 

17. What does Scrooge mean when he says, '"I will honour Christmas in my heart, 

and try to keep it all the year.'? 

Christmas is seen as the season of charity and good will. Scrooge is saying he 

will be charitable and show good will to fellow man all year round.  

 

18. What does the simile 'light as a feather' help to show about Scrooge in Stave 

5?  

That his transformation has saved him from a fate like Marley's, weighted 

down by his wrong choices.  

 

19. How does Scrooge's treatment of Bob Cratchit in Stave 5 differ from his 

treatment in Stave 1? 

In Stave 1, Scrooge is unkind to Bob. He pays him very little and only lets him 

have a tiny fire to stay warm. In Stave 5, he raises Bob's salary and vows to 

help his family. 
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20. What did Dickens hope to achieve with this novella?   

Dickens wanted to draw attention to the poverty in Victorian society and the 

selfishness of many who chose to ignore it. He wanted to encourage charity 

and good will to all for a fairer society. 

 

 


