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08/06/2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
The Government confirmed that from June 15th, secondary schools can offer some face-to-face teaching and 

support in school to year 10 and year 12 students.  We are really looking forward to having students from these 

year groups back at school and being able to see them in person.  However, as with all secondary schools, our 

remote learning provision will continue to be the main form of education that students receive.     

If your child is already attending our Community Classrooms for key worker and vulnerable students, they can 

continue to do so regardless of which year group they are in. If your child has specific health vulnerabilities, they 

should not come to school. Further details are available here 

Our plans to begin providing some school-based education for years 10 and year 12 students are as follows; 
 
Dates: 

• June 15 – teacher training day.  

• June 16 – Year 10 Academic Review Day for small school 1 

• June 17 – Year 10 Academic Review Day for small school 2 

• June 18 – Year 10 Academic Review Day for small school 3 

• June 19 –  

• June 22nd onwards – Year 10 and Year 12 small schools as per the separate timetable sent to Y10 and 
Y12 parents and carers.  

 
We have done a great deal of detailed work to put in place the measures needed to make school as safe as it 

can be for our pupils and staff.  In line with government guidance, no more than 25 per cent of the year groups 

who can come to school are permitted to be in at any one time, and they must sit two metres apart from each 

other. Ensuring sufficient distance between pupils is likely to mean classes are no more than half their usual 

size. However, this can vary based on individual school circumstances - for example a larger group could be 

taught in a larger space provided social distancing can be maintained and mixing is minimised.  The time 

students arrive and leave school will be staggered. 

The strict arrangements to ensure everyone stays safe are based on the numbers of students we know are 

planning to come into school.  If you have not already done so, please confirm if you will be sending your child 

back to school by 18/6/20.  
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As outlined above Year 10 students will be provided with face to face support on the 16th, 17th or 18th June.  It 
is our aim to meet with all Year 10 students together with their parent/carer in that week and we will be 
sending you an email and text informing you of your appointment time.  The purpose of this meeting is: 
 

1. To assess the progress made by your son/daughter in the home learning provision during school closure 

2. To assess and support the mental well-being of your child  

3. To provide guidance for yourself and your child in accessing the remote lessons that we will be 

providing this term  

4. To provide your child with a carefully managed process of reintegration to the school environment, 

which is safe and supportive. 

5. To give your child guidance and support in readiness for the final year of their GCSE courses. 

Please note that these Academic Review Day meetings include those students where parents have taken the 

decision to keep their son/daughter at home.  Even if you have decided to keep your son/daughter at home we 

will still meet with you to ensure that your child is fully supported and included in the guidance for next years’ 

readiness for their GCSE courses. 

Keeping school as safe as it can be and ensuring we fully adhere to government guidance means that we need 

to limit the number of people in school for the Academic Review Day meetings.  We must ask therefore that 

only one parent/carer attend the meeting with the Year 10 child.  Also if there are younger siblings these must 

remain at home with suitable child care provision.  Younger siblings cannot be brought in to school.  If arranging 

child care is not possible it will mean that your Academic Review Day appointment will have to take place via a 

remote meeting.  We will arrange a meeting with you using Microsoft Teams and this will require that you have 

access to the internet and a computer, laptop or similar.  Full details of how remote meetings will work will be 

sent to those parents/carers who for child care reasons cannot attend the meeting in person. 

The summary for Year 10 and Year 12 students can be found at the end of this letter. We will be talking Y10 

parents and carers through this during your appointment slot on either the 16th, 17th or 18th June.  

We all have a role to play to stop the spread of infection and we must all continue to follow the NHS guidance. If 
any student has symptoms of Coronavirus, however mild, they must not come to school.  If a student shows any 
symptoms at school, we will contact their parents or carers so we can send them home.  Anyone with symptoms 
must self-isolate and stay at home for at least 7 days from when the symptoms started and they should 
immediately arrange to have a Coronavirus test.  Everyone in the household of someone with symptoms must 
stay at home for 14 days, or until they receive a negative test result - they should not go to work, school or use 
public transport or taxis. Nobody should go out even to buy food or other essentials, and any exercise must be 
taken at home.  

If a student’s test is negative, they can come back to school. If the test is positive, they cannot come back to 
school until they have recovered, the minimum time they must stay at home is 7 days.  If your child has a 
Coronavirus test, you must let us know the result as soon as possible. If the test is positive, we will need to 
advise everyone in their class group to stay home for 14 days.  
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All the information about what to do if you have symptoms is available the Government website here. 

At school, we will make sure that students follow the strict hygiene measures required and that they wash their 
hands often.  Please make sure that your child understands how important it is for everyone to wash their 
hands regularly for 20 seconds using soap and water and that they cough and sneeze safely into a tissue or their 
elbow. 

This has been a very unsettling time for everyone. We know that some of our students may be anxious about 
coming back into school, some may have had relatives who have been ill with the virus, others may have been 
bereaved. We will do our very best to make sure that all students are supported and enjoy returning to doing 
some learning at school. Please do let us know if your child might need some extra help and support.  
 
Our teachers and school staff have worked incredibly hard to put all of the measures needed in place to make 
our school safe, we really appreciate your patience and understanding whilst we made our plans.  If you need 
any further information, please let me know, I look forward to seeing some children back at school very soon.  
In the meantime, please do encourage your child to continue with their home learning.  
 
With best wishes 
 
 
 
Oli Knight 
Principal 
 
 

Year 10 face to face teaching-model overview: 

Week 1: 15/6/20 – 19/6/20 

• The first week will be a series of Academic Review Days to gauge student needs and wellbeing following 

their period of isolation.  It will also include staff safety training, re-acclimatisation and support – both 

remote and onsite.  

• We will determine which students will be using one of the 3 Ark models: Community Classrooms, ABC 

Home Learning, or ‘Face to Face’ in school learning.   

Week 2 – Week 5: 22/6/20 – 17/7/20 

• Weeks two through six inclusive will focus on delivery of English, Maths and Science to Year 10 pupils in 

3 small schools. 

• Each student will be onsite for 1 ½ day per week.  

• The days will end at 12:10.  

• Year 12 will be onsite 1 ½ day per week for pastoral support and trouble-shooting.  
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Student organisation to maintain safety of all: 

• The Year 10 cohort will be divided into 3 small schools of a maximum of 55 students (1/4 of cohort).  

• Each small school will be sub-divided into 4 pods of a maximum of 15.  

• Each pod will have an allocated classroom. 

• Each student will have an allocated desk and chair within their classroom.  

• See the behaviour policy addendum for the detail on routines and rules.  
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