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04/09/20 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 

We are looking forward to opening our doors and welcoming back to school all our 
students next week. As you know, we have put a lot of work into ensuring your child can 
return safely and with confidence. I am pleased to say that we have spent the last 4 days with 
all the staff going through these arrangements and we are all very excited about having the 
students back onsite.  
 
As a reminder, we are expecting all Year 7 and Year 12 students onsite on Tuesday 8th 
September in full school uniform and all students from Wednesday 9th September onwards.  
  
We will, of course, need to remain vigilant and cautious throughout the term, particularly as 
winter approaches. But I believe that our detailed risk assessment and planning means we 
can ensure that our students get the education they deserve whilst minimising the risks to 
them and to others during this pandemic.  
 
Further to my last letter, I wanted to update you all on our response to the latest government 
guidance on the use of face masks. I have added in below the relevant section of our 
behaviour policy addendum that outlines the Academy approach: 
 

Face Coverings/Gloves 
The following rules apply to students around the wearing of masks:  

• All students should wear face coverings when moving around the school, transitioning 
between lessons and during unstructured time whilst inside the school buildings. 

• In order to enable this to happen, Ark Acton will provide each student with a plain 
black face mask which will be considered as an item of uniform. We will also provide 
each student with a bag in which to store this mask.  

• When a student is wearing a face covering within school, as per WHO guidelines, it 
must be different from the one they use when travelling to and from school.  

• Students will be required to provide their own mask for travel to and from school. 

• Masks are not required to be worn in the playground or external spaces. 

• Students who are exempt from wearing face coverings in other settings do not need to 
wear these at any time, but parents and carers should provide evidence as to why they 
are exempt. 

• We would recommend that pupils should not wear face coverings whilst in classrooms 
but if there is a specific health reason or a strong parental preference these may be 
permitted at the Principal’s discretion.   

• Gloves cannot be worn.  Clean hands are better and gloves can harbour germs. 

 
I will keep in touch to ensure you have further information about how we are helping our 
students with additional digital, academic and mental health support as they return to full-
time studies.  
 

Thank you for your co-operation and support at this unique time and please do get in touch if 
you have any concerns you wish to raise regarding the arrangements we have put in place.  
 

With best wishes 
 
 
 
Oli Knight 
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