
Message from Miss Briggs
Dear Students,

Firstly, I hope that you and your families are well. 

In normal circumstances we would be taking you through this difficult topic in 

assemblies and form time. The session is about the tragic death of George Floyd in the 

US, the reactions and the need for change. Hopefully you will take this opportunity to 

reflect on the most appropriate ways to express our emotions and take the time to 

discuss ways to bring about meaningful change. 

What can we do? Within the presentation you will find help and advice to ensure we 

can find answers to this small but hard question at AAA. 

Look at slides 2 -9 for the story so far and George Floyd,  and slides 10-18 for 

international and celebrity reactions. Then turn to slides 19-20 for how to manage your 

emotions, slide 26 for practical help and the final slide gives practical advice. 

If you have additional ideas that you would like to share, please discuss with your tutor 

and I am happy to receive these by email. 

Miss Briggs

nbriggs@arkacton.org

mailto:nbriggs@arkacton.org


Tuesday, 09 June 2020

The Death of George Floyd

Learning outcomes

• To know who George Floyd is and what happened to him.

• To recognise what we can do for our emotions and how to inspire change

BBC/YouTube



The story so far…



Why #BlackLivesMatter?



What were your initial thoughts and feelings 

when you heard about what happened to 

George Floyd?



Some questions to consider…

➢ Why do you think the movement to stop police violence against African American 

people is called Black Lives Matter? 

➢ What kind of change are protestors and activists and others calling for?

➢ Were you surprised to learn that police officers have used force that has killed so 

many people?

➢ What are other ways that racism (or other forms of injustice) show up in our 

institutions (education, government, business, media, etc.) and what can we do 

about that?

➢ Why do people say education is a way to solve inequality? 



George Floyd



What happened to George Floyd?

On the evening of 25 May, police were called to a grocery store where George
Floyd had allegedly paid for cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 note. They found
him in his car outside and tried to put him in a police vehicle, but Mr Floyd
dropped to the ground, telling officers he was claustrophobic.

According to police, he physically resisted and was handcuffed. Video of the
incident does not clearly show what happened at that point.

Bystander footage shows three police officers kneeling on the unarmed Mr
Floyd, with officer Derek Chauvin's knee on his neck. Mr Floyd can be heard
saying "please, I can't breathe" several times and "don't kill me" but Mr
Chauvin does not remove his knee despite pleas from bystanders.

BBC/YouTube



According to a preliminary autopsy, 
the police officer had his knee on Mr 
Floyd's neck for eight minutes and 46 
seconds - almost three minutes of 
which was after Mr Floyd became non-
responsive.

Nearly two minutes before Mr Chauvin 
removed his knee the other officers 
checked Mr Floyd's right wrist for a 
pulse and were unable to find one. He 
was taken to hospital and pronounced 
dead around an hour later.

Mr Chauvin, 44, has been charged with 
murder.

BBC



Global Reactions



Protests spread across the US

There have been clashes between police and protestors after the sixth night of
demonstrations in cities across the US.

Curfews, which are rules that mean people aren't allowed outside after a certain time, have
been put in place in several cities, but have been ignored by lots of the protesters.

The protests began in reaction to the death of a man, named George Floyd, in Minneapolis.
after he was detained by police officers.

The protests have now spread across the country to cities including New York, LA, Chicago
and Philadelphia.

Now the National Guard, which is a reserve army, has been called to help bring order
back to Minneapolis. This is the first time they've had to be involved in the city since World
War Two.

Protest: a statement or action expressing disapproval of 

or objection to something.

BBC



This is not the first time that the police in the US have been accused of being 

racially motivated, or using unnecessary force against black suspects.

The Black Lives Matter movement began back in 2013 after a man called 

George Zimmerman was cleared of murder charges after he shot an African-

American teenager called Trayvon Martin.

Angry protests broke out across the US with many people accusing the police 

of treating black people unfairly compared to how they treat white people.

Those protests have been sparked again after the death of George Floyd.

Would you choose to 

protest? Explain your 

answer.

Why are there peaceful 

and violent protests? 

Explain your answer.

BBC



Barack Obama - How to Make this Moment 

the Turning Point for Real Change

“The overwhelming majority of participants have been peaceful,
courageous, responsible, and inspiring. They deserve our respect and
support, not condemnation,” Obama said. “On the other hand, the small
minority of folks who’ve resorted to violence in various forms, whether
out of genuine anger or mere opportunism, are putting innocent people
at risk.” Obama emphasized that the protests had to translate into
policy that would help to prevent more deaths like Floyd’s.

“I’ve heard some suggest that the recurrent problem of racial bias in
our criminal justice system proves that only protests and direct action
can bring about change, and that voting and participation in electoral
politics is a waste of time,” Obama said. “I couldn’t disagree more.” He
continued, “[E]ventually, aspirations have to be translated into specific
laws and institutional practices — and in a democracy, that only
happens when we elect government officials who are responsive to our
demands.”

Obama concluded by saying these protests could mark the beginning
of a new chapter for the country. “If, going forward, we can channel our
justifiable anger into peaceful, sustained, and effective action, then this
moment can be a real turning point in our nation’s long journey to live
up to our highest ideals,” he wrote.



'Unity is strength': Liverpool 's first

training session back at Anfield is

halted as EVERY player stops to take a

knee and show solidarity with the Black

Lives Matter movement after George

Floyd's death

Liverpool players all took a knee around

the centre circle of the pitch at Anfield .

They showed solidarity with the Black

Lives Matter movement during training.

A point was made of the stars wearing

different versions of the club kits with

some decked out in red, others in the

away black shirt and a handful wearing

training gear.

What do you think 

about this and is it a 

protest? Explain your 

answer.

Daily Telegraph

Liverpool FC



David Lammy MP

@DavidLammy

·
31 May

The systematic injustices experienced by 

black men are relentless, but we should 

not despair.

History teaches us that solidarity, peaceful 

protest and organising work. 

The whole world should use George 

Floyd’s death as a catalyst for a fairer 

future.



Marcus Rashford



“We need justice for George Floyd. We all witnessed his murder in broad

daylight,”

“We’re broken and we’re disgusted. We cannot normalise this pain. I’m not

only speaking to people of colour. If you’re white, black, brown or anything in

between, I’m sure you feel hopeless by the racism going on in America right

now.

“No more senseless killings of human beings. No more seeing people of color

as less than human. We can no longer look away. George is all of our family

and humanity. He is our family because he is a fellow American. There have

been too many times that we’ve seen these violent killings and no

consequences. Yes, someone’s been charged, but justice is far from being

achieved.”
Beyonce Knowles



Meghan, Duchess of 

Sussex

Meghan addressed racism to American students at her old high school



Ways we can express our emotions



Ways to handle the emotion

❑ Write a journal – there is no need to censor yourself  as it is 100% private and it 

is scientifically proven to help with keeping mentally healthy 

https://positivepsychology.com/benefits-of-journaling/#research-journaling

❑ Create an artistic response – this can be a poster, poem, lyrics, composing, 

coding or any other creative endeavour. This helps you by focusing your 

attention and helps the people who you share your creation with. You will see 

examples in this presentation https://www.rtor.org/2018/07/10/benefits-of-art-

therapy/

❑ Write a speech – There is a history of wise words spoken against injustice, use 

these as a model to write your own 

https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/us/politics/obama-speech-town-hall.html

https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780191843730.001.0001

/q-oro-ed5-00007046

❑ Talk to others – talk to your form tutor, your friends and family 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-

health/talk-about-your-feelings

https://positivepsychology.com/benefits-of-journaling/#research-journaling
https://www.rtor.org/2018/07/10/benefits-of-art-therapy/
https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/us/politics/obama-speech-town-hall.html
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780191843730.001.0001/q-oro-ed5-00007046
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-health/talk-about-your-feelings


Here are some examples…



Credit: Courtesy 

Shirien Damra





Ways to make a difference



There are a wide range of

methods citizens can use to

engage with the political process,

to bring their views to others’

attention or to influence those in

power. These can be used by

individual citizens or by

campaign groups, such as

pressure groups.



Ways to make a change

❑ Petitions – collections of signatures supporting an issue https://petition.parliament.uk/

❑ Lobbying – making your views known to those whose opinions you wish to influence 

https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/lobbying-parliament/

❑ Demonstrations – this can be small or large scale marches 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demonstration_(political)

❑ Writing letters to your MP – Your MP represents your interest in parliament so you can write 

to them to tell them about your concerns https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-

your-mp/

❑ Become a policy maker – once you have a degree, get a job working in areas of government 

that you feel passionate about. Government policy is designed by a person and you can be that 

person! https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/civil-service-policy-profession/about

❑ Vote – Encourage your parents, siblings, family and friends to exercise their right to vote and 

vote when you are old enough to ensure your views are taken into consideration 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_apathy

https://petition.parliament.uk/
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/lobbying-parliament/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demonstration_(political)
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-your-mp/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/civil-service-policy-profession/about
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_apathy


If you are experiencing racism or know that someone else 

is…

Childline: Call 0800 11 11 or chat with a counsellor online – For

anonymous support and advice on dealing with issues –

www.childline.org.uk

Bullying UK: This website has lots of information for young people

about their wellbeing and mental health

Contact the police if there is a threat to your personal safety.

Tell a trusted adult this can be your form tutor or any teacher you

trust they will get you the support you need including contacting

designated Safeguarding Officer.


