
GCSE Geography

Knowledge tests

Name: ______________________________

Class: ______________________________

Teacher: ____________________________

Paper 1 – Physical

• Question 1 – Natural Hazards
• Question 2 – Living World 
• Question 3 – UK Coastal Landscapes
• Question 4 – UK River Landscapes 
Paper 2 - Human

• Question 1 – Urban Issue and Challenges 
• Question 2 – Changing Economic World 
• Question 3 – UK resource management 
• Question 4 – Food (resource management)

Paper 3 – Fieldwork

• Geographical investigations – Fieldwork



Weather and Climate /15  page 6

1. Define atmospheric circulation

2. Name the three global circulation 
cells

3. What is the Coriolis effect

4.  Briefly explain how ocean currents 
distribute heat 

5. Name the three components of the 
Milankovitch cycle 

6.  Name two other natural causes of 
climate change and briefly explain one

7. What is an interglacial and glacial 
period? 

8.  Define the term climate change 

9. Name three pieces of evidence of 
natural climate change 

10. Name 3 human causes of climate 
change and briefly  explain one 

11. What is the difference between 
mitigation and adaptation against 
climate change?

12. Give an example of adaptation and 
mitigation. 

13.  Explain how a tropical cyclone is 
formed 

14. Outline 2 conditions need to form a 
tropical storm. 

15. Give 2 ways tropical storms lose 
energy. 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Tectonics /15   Page 3 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. Identify the four layers of the earth.  

2. Define tectonic plate  

3. There are 2 types of crust: 

continental and oceanic. Outline the 

key differences between these two 

crusts. 

 

4. What is a convection current?  

5. What is the process of slab pull?  

6. The point at which plates meet is 

known as…… 

 

7. The line between two plates is also 

known as a…… 

 

8. Identify the name of the rising and 

sinking motion in the mantle? 

 

9. In what direction do plates move at a 

constructive plate margin? 

 

10. In what direction do plates move at a 

conservative plate margin? 

 

11. In what direction do plates move at a 

collision or destructive plate margin? 

 

12. Give the name of the boundary where 

new land is formed? 

 

13. What is the theory of continental 

drift? 

 

14. Define natural hazard.  

15. Define tectonic hazard.  

 



Urban Issues /15  Page 23 

1. Define the term urbanisation.

2. Define the term counter-
urbanisation.

3. Define natural increase. 

4. Define rural to urban migration. 

5. Give one push factor and one pull 
factors. 

6. Which types of countries are 
experiencing rapid urbanisation?

7. Define the term megacity 

8. My NEE/ LIC urban case study is…

9. State four factors that explain the 
distribution of the UK’s population 

10. Define the term population density 

11. Briefly explain how relief affects 
the UK’s population distribution 

12. My UK urban area case study is….

13. State the four economic sectors 

14. Briefly describe the main economic 
sector of the UK

15. What is a post-industrial economy?

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Rivers /15 Page 19 

1. What is the difference between the 
river channel and valley?

2. Name three types of weathering and 
briefly explain how one shapes the river 
landscape 

3. State four types of erosion 

4. What is the difference between 
vertical and lateral erosion? 

5. Describe traction

6. Other than a waterfall and a gorge, 
name on other landform formed in the 
upper course

7. Briefly describe how a meander is 
formed

8. What is a levee

9. What happens to the channel (cross-
section of a river) as it goes don stream?

10. State 3 physical causes of flooding

11. Briefly explain how deforestation can 
cause river flooding

12. Define hard and soft engineering 

13. Briefly explain one advantage of 
embankments 

14. Briefly explain one disadvantage of 
flood plain zoning

15. Briefly explain how afforestation can 
reduce flooding 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Coasts /15 Page 15

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. Define mass movement

2. Define the term traction. 

3. Describe freeze thaw weathering 

4. Describe the swash and backwash of 
a destructive and constructive wave 

5. Give two ways the height and energy 
of a wave is determined. 

6. Describe the difference between 
discordant and concordant coastlines.

7. What are the four types of coastal 
erosion?

8. Briefly describe the formation of a 
headland and bay

9. What is a wave cut platform?

10. Briefly explain how a stack is 
formed

11. What is longshore drift?

12. Explain how a spit is formed 

13. What is the difference between a 
tombolo and a bar?

14. Outline 2 factors that increase 
coastal erosion. 

15. What is the difference between 
deposition and transportation?



Coastal management /15 Page 17

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. Define soft engineering 

2. Define hard engineering

3. Give two examples of soft coastal 
engineering. 

4. Explain how one stops coastal 
erosion. 

5. Give two examples of hard 
engineering.

6. Explain how one stops coastal 
erosion. 

7. Describe a ‘hold the line’ policy

8. Describe managed retreat. 

9. Describe sand dune regeneration

10. Explain one advantage of beach 
nourishment 

11. Explain one advantage of a groyne

12. Describe rip rap 

13. Explain one advantage of a sea wall 

14. Explain one disadvantage of rip rap 

15. Is hard or soft engineering more 
sustainable and why?



Economic Development /15 Page 29
1. Economic development is…

2. The development gap is…

3. Define HDI.

4.  Name a social development indicator.

5. State three cause of global inequality 
and briefly explain one

6.  State one limitation of using only one 
development indicator. 

7. State four impacts of uneven 
development globally 

8. Explain how we can reduce the 
development gap.

9. Describe foreign direct investment 

10. Intergovernmental agreements come 
in he form of aid and debt relief. Explain 
how debt relief reduces uneven 
development 

11. Briefly explain the importance of 
remittances in reducing uneven 
development

12. Briefly explain how named T-D 
strategy reduces uneven development 

13. Briefly explain how named B-U 
strategy reduces uneven development 

14. Explain how ‘microcredit’ battles 
poverty

15. Describe multilateral aid

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Tropical storms Page 5 /16 
1. Outline what the ‘track’ of a tropical 

storm is.

2. What category was Typhoon Haiyan?

3. Briefly explain one environmental 
impact of Typhoon Haiyan.

4.  Explain how government agencies 
used satellite imagery to plan a 
response to TH.

5. Typhoon Haiyan formed on what day 
and in what body of water?

6. State how many people died as a 
result of TH

7. Briefly explain one economic impact 
of TH

8. Briefly explain why the relief effort 
after TH was slowed

9. Outline two immediate responses to 
TH. 

10. Outline one long-term response to 
TH.

11. Give one reason why the impacts of 
Typhoon so great?

12. What are the 3 Ps?

13.  Outline one example for each P of 
the 3Ps.

14. Give one example of how people 
mitigate against climate change. 

15. Give one example of how people 
adapt against climate change.

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Economic development – Nigeria    /15 Page 30

1. Describe the location of Nigeria

2. Describe the importance of Nigeria. 

3. State the political context of Nigeria.  

4.  Briefly explain how one economic 
sector has changed in Nigeria. 

5. How does manufacturing industry 
benefit Nigeria?

6.  Using a named TNC, explain one 
positive impact of its investment 

7. Using a named TNC, explain one 
negative impact of its investment.

8. How does privatisation lead to more 
FDI?

9. Why have mortality rates fallen in 
Nigeria?

10. What are Nigeria’s global links?

11. State two unsustainable pressures on 
the natural environment as a result of 
rapid development 

12. Explain one named pressure from q11

13. What are the 4 economic sectors?

14. Which is growing fastest in Nigeria?

15. What sector are most people still 
employed however? 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Ecosystems /15 Page 9 and 10  

1. Name seven biomes

2. State what local factors affect the 
distribution of a biome 

3. The biosphere provides a range of 
resources for people, state four  

4.  Describe the nutrient cycle 

5. Define abiotic and biotic

6.  Define the term interdependent 

7. Name four ecosystems in the UK and 
describe one 

8. Briefly explain how eutrophication can 
damage marine ecosystems                       

9. Name the layers of the rainforest 

10. Briefly explain why a rainforest is so 
biodiverse 

11. Briefly explain one way in which 
animals have adapted to living in the TRF

12. Describe one key characteristic of a 
deciduous woodland 

13. Briefly explain why a TDW has a large 
biomass

14. Briefly explain why soil formation in 
the TDW is slower than that of the TRF

15. Briefly explain one way in which 
animals have adapted to living in the TDW  

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Resource management /15 Page 35
1. Using a named example, briefly 

explain how exploitation is changing 
the environment   

2.  Define the term  water stress  and 
state where in the UK suffers from 
sever water stress

3.  State the difference between arable 
and pasture farming 

4.  The distribution of energy is 
influenced by key factors, name two

5. Define the term water deficit

6.  What is geothermal energy and state 
a region that uses it. 

7.  Describe one  disadvantage of burning 
coal 

8. Define the term energy mix 

9.  State three factors that influence a 
countries energy mix

10. How will wind farms have a positive 
impact on peoples lives?

11. Explain how the production of solar 
panels can be harmful to the 
environment 

12. Explain how the extraction of oil from 
tar sands can be harmful to people

13. Explain one positive impact of nuclear 
energy

14. Describe fracking 

15. Explain one reason why environmental. 
Agencies in the UK are against fracking

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



TRF / Hot Desert case studies  /16 Page 10 - 13
1. Briefly explain how climate change 

impacts the structure

2.  State two reasons for deforestation 
of the TRF (Tropical Rainforest) provides 

3.  Briefly explain the impact 
deforestation would have on the TRF 
function

4.  As conditions become drier and 
warmer in the TRF, what does that mean 
for biodiversity? 

5.  Define deforestation 

6.  Deforestation occurs in the Amazon 
at a rate pf 1400 hectares per year. 
State three reasons why. 

7. Name the association that sustainably 
manages the rainforest in  the Amazon 

8. Briefly explain how sustainable 
agriculture  can protect the 
rainforest of the Amazon

9. State two economic uses o the hot 
desert

10. Animals are adapted to live in the HD 
name two main adaptions

11. Threats to HD come from three main 
factors, name them

12. Desertification is…

13. Briefly explain one cause the 
desertification. 

14. What is the location of HD?

15. Briefly explain how we can reduce 
desertification.

16 Briefly explain one method that 
sustainably uses the hot desert. 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Fieldwork enquiry process /15

1. Define the term enquiry process

2. Name the six steps

3. Define the term quantitative

4. Define the term qualitative

5. What is primary data and give an 
example?

6.  What is secondary data and give an 
example?

7. Describe random sampling

8. Describe systematic sampling

9. Describe stratified sampling

10. Why is a risk assessment conducted?

11. What is the purpose of a method?

12. Define the term reliability 

13. What is the difference between data 
collection and data presentation?

14. Define the term accuracy 

15. What is the purpose of an analysis 
and a conclusion? 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Human fieldwork /15

1. State the location of your human 
fieldwork investigation

2.  State your enquiry question 

3. State three reasons why Eastbourne is 
a good study site

4.  Define the term sample and briefly 
explain why we sample

5. Describe random sampling

6.  Describe one advantage of using 
primary data 

7. Describe one disadvantage of using 
qualitative data

8. What is a risk assessment and why is it 
used when conducting fieldwork?

9. Describe one risk and how you reduced 
this risk when conducting your human 
fieldwork 

10. What is data presentation? 

11. Why did we do an Environmental 
Quality survey?

12. Explain one reason why you conducted 
a questionnaire.

13. Briefly summarise your analysis of 
your questionnaire

14. How successful and useful were your 
methods of sampling and collecting data?

15. Did missing or inaccurate data make 
the study unreliable or affect your 
conclusion? 

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Physical  fieldwork /15

What must I revise 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. State the location of your physical 
fieldwork investigation 

2.  State your enquiry question 

3. State three reasons your location is a 
good study site

4.  Define the term sample and briefly 
explain why we sample

5. Describe systematic sampling

6.  Describe one advantage of using 
secondary data 

7. Describe one disadvantage of using 
quantitative data

8. What is a risk assessment and why is it 
used when conducting fieldwork?

9. Describe one risk and how you reduced 
this risk when conducting your human 
fieldwork 

10. How is data collection different from 
data presentation?

11. State two data collection methods. 

12. State two data presentation methods.

13.  Justify why you chose one of your 
data presentation methods. 

14. How successful and useful were your 
methods of sampling and collecting data?

15. Did missing or inaccurate data make 
the study unreliable or affect your 
conclusion? 


