
Developing Musical Understanding through Skills and Knowledge 
 

Curriculum Map 
 
 

Curriculum Overview 

 
Autumn 

Informal formative assessment:  
Diagnostic and developmental 

Spring 
Informal formative assessment: Developmental 

Summer 
Formal summative assessment: 

Benchmarking 

Year 7 
 

Year 7 units seek to develop musical understanding at the stage of Patterns 

Unit 1:  
Stomp and Sing 

Unit 2:  
The Power of the Pentatonic 

Unit 3:  
Band Musicianship 1:  

Four Chord Songs  

Patterns in: Structure, texture, rhythm Patterns in: Tonality, melody (folk) Patterns in: Harmony (pop) 

 
Year 8 

Year 8 units seek to develop musical understanding at the stage of Devices 

Unit 4:  
West African Music  

Unit 5:  
Baroque Remix  

Unit 6:  
Band Musicianship 2: The Blues 

Devices in: Structure, texture, rhythm (Guinea) 
Devices in: Melody, harmony and texture 

(classical) 
Devices in: Harmony (traditional Americana) 

 
Year 9 

Year 9 units seek to develop musical understanding at the stage of Processes 

Unit 7:  
EDM  

Unit 8:  
Film Music  

Unit 9:  
Band Musicianship 3: Songs for a Better World  

Processes in: Structure, texture (pop) Processes in: Sonority Processes in: Melody, harmony and tonality (pop) 

 
  



Curriculum Coverage (Musical Skills) 
 

 

  Before/entry Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Beyond 
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Technical 
skills 

Use my voice and play 
an instrument with a 
degree of accuracy, 
fluency and control 

Use my voice in a variety of 
ways 

 
Develop basic instrumental 

playing techniques that support 
the fluent and accurate 

performance of simple pieces of 
music 

Use my voice in a variety of ways 
with increasing confidence and 
control 

 
Develop more advanced 
instrumental playing techniques 
that support the fluent and 
accurate performance of music 
with a degree of challenge/ 
complexity 

Use my voice in a variety of ways with 
confidence and control (supporting 
broader musical learning)

 
Develop advanced vocal/instrumental 
technique that supports the fluent and 
accurate performance of more complex/ 
challenging pieces of music

 
Find my way around a harmonic 
instrument 

Use my voice in a variety of ways 
with musical flair 

 
Sing/play technically demanding 
music with fluency, accuracy and 
control. 

 
Use a harmonic instrument to 
support broader musical learning 

Ensemble 
skills 

Sing/play as part of an 
ensemble with a 

developing awareness of 
pulse and balance 

Sing/play as part of an 
ensemble to a common 

pulse with an awareness of 
other parts and the overall 

balance 

Sing/play as part of an ensemble 
with an understanding of how to 
fit together and balance different 

parts 

Sing/play as part of an ensemble with an 
understanding of the fit and function of 

different parts.   

 
Respond to others to improve ensemble 

balance and cohesion 

Sing/play as part of an ensemble 
with an acute awareness of the fit 

and function of different parts.  

 
Adjust my sound to improve 
ensemble balance, blend and 

cohesion 

Expression 
and 

interpretation 

Take some opportunities 
to give my performances 

a musical shape 

Give my performances with 
a basic musical shape 

Give my performances with a 
convincing musical shape through 
appropriate choices of articulation 

and expression 

Give confident performances that 
demonstrate thoughtful/stylistic choices 

of expression and interpretation 
throughout 

Give performances that exhibit 
musical flair and commitment to 

expressive and interpretive choices 
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Generating 
ideas 

Improvise/create simple 
rhythmic/melodic ideas 

with some success 

Improvise/create simple 
rhythmic, harmonic and 

melodic patterns 

Improvise/create more interesting 
and musically satisfying rhythmic, 

harmonic and melodic ideas 

Improvise/create imaginative rhythmic, 
harmonic and melodic ideas appropriate 

to the desired outcome 

Improvise/create musically 
sophisticated/convincing ideas that 

fulfill a desired outcome 

Developing 
and refining 

ideas 

Make some development 
of musical ideas 

Develop musical ideas with 
some sense of purpose, 

employing some musical 
elements/resources 

appropriately 

Develop and refine musical ideas 
with an intended purpose, 

employing musical 
elements/resources effectively 

Develop, refine and extend musical 
ideas to meet an intended purpose, 

employing musical elements/ resources 
effectively and imaginatively 

Develop, refine and extend musical 
ideas to meet an intended purpose, 

employing musical 
elements/resources effectively and 

creatively 

Musical 
coherence 

Handle/structure simple 
musical ideas with some 

success 

Successfully 
handle/structure simple 

musical ideas 

Stylistically handle/structure ideas 
to achieve musical fluency and 

contrast 

Stylistically handle/structure more 
complex musical ideas to achieve 

musical fluency, balance and contrast 

Stylistically handle/structure 
complex musical ideas and devices 

to achieve musical direction, fluency, 
balance and contrast 
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Analysing 

Apply a limited 
knowledge of the 

musical features and 
context of the music I 

engage with 

Apply a basic knowledge 
and understanding of the 

musical features and 
context of the music I 

engage with 

Apply a developing knowledge and 
understanding of the musical 

features and contexts of the music 
I engage with 

Apply a secure/broad knowledge and 
understanding of the musical features 

and contexts of the music I engage with 

Apply an extended knowledge and 
understanding of the musical 

features, styles and contexts of the 
music I engage with 

Evaluating 

Make simple 
observations and 

judgements about the 
music I engage with 

(with support) 

Use a basic musical 
vocabulary to make general 
observations and judgments 

about the music I engage 
with (with support) 

Use a developing musical 
vocabulary to make specific 

observations and judgments about 
the music I engage with (with 

guidance) 

Use a broad musical vocabulary to make 
specific and accurate observations and 

judgments about the music I engage 
with (with increasing independence) 

Independently make perceptive and 
accurate observations and 

judgments about the music I engage 
with using sophisticated musical 

vocabulary 

Aural 
Awareness 

Copy and internalise 
simple rhythmic and 

melodic patterns with 
some success 

Copy, internalise, recall and 
notate simple rhythmic, 

melodic and harmonic ideas 

Copy, internalise, recall and notate 
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic 

ideas 

Copy, internalise, recall and notate more 
complex rhythmic, melodic and 

harmonic ideas 

Copy, internalise, recall and notate 
more complex/ substantial 

rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic 
ideas 

 



Curriculum Coverage (Musical Knowledge) 
 

 

Phase Structure 
Organisation of pitch 

Texture 
Tempo, metre and 

rhythm 
Dynamics and 

articulation 
Sonority (performing forces 

and playing techniques) 
Melody Harmony and tonality 

Put 
simply 

Repetition + contrast High + low Pleasant + clashing Full and sparse 
Fast + slow 

Long + short 
Loud + quiet 

Smooth + detached 
Instruments 
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Repetition, riff, ostinato, 
groove, bar, phrase, 
balanced phrase, sections, 
intro, verse, chorus, outro, 
addition, subtraction, song, 
call and response 

Step, leap, balanced 
phrase, question and 
answer, treble clef, scale 
degrees, stave, semitone, 
staff notation, 
improvisation, ostinato 
 
 

Pentatonic, major keys (C, F 
and G), major and minor 
triads, chord relationships, 
tonic, dominant, primary and 
secondary chords, root note, 
3rd, 5th, inversions, chord 
charts, chord symbols 

Solo, unison, two-part, 
layers, full, sparse, 
polyrhythmic, melody and 
accompaniment, harmony, 
call and response 

Pulse, tempo, bar, bar line, 
simple time signatures, 
semibreve, minim, crotchet, 
quaver, semiquaver, rest, 
rhythm, polyrhythms, 
syncopation, sustained, on-
the-beat, off-beat, dotted 
crotchet, tie, count-in, 
upbeat  

Loud (forte), quiet 
(piano), 
mezzo piano, mezzo forte, 
fortissimo, pianissimo, 
crescendo, diminuendo, 
staccato, legato, accent 

Voice (vocalising, singing, 
beatboxing), body percussion, 
gumboot dancing, keyboard, 
ukulele, acoustic guitar, drumkit, 
strumming, stab 
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Ground bass, signal, 
strophic, 12 bar blues, lyric 
structure AAB 
 
 
 

Bass clef, intervals, 
octave, scale, passing 
note, ornament, trill, 
ascending, descending, 
sharps, flats, blue notes 
 
 

Major keys (D), root position, 
key signatures, blues scale, 
seventh chords, blues scale, 
bassline, chord progression 
 

Contrapuntal, canon, entry, 
voice, walking bass, broken 
chords, block chords, 
monophonic, polyphonic 
 
 
 

Triplet, compound time 
signatures, swung quavers, 
shuffle 
 
 

 Basso continuo, harpsichord, 
spread chord, cello, violin, bow, 
bowed, master drummer, djembe, 
strokes, bass, tone, slap, flam, 
tremolo, slide, bottle necking, 
picking, double bass, bass guitar, 
brushes (drum-kit) 
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Head, solos, loops, mix-in, A 
section, breakdown, build, 
drop, pre-chorus, chorus, 
middle eight, instrumental, 
alap, jhalla  
 

Hook, melismatic/ 
syllabic text setting, arch-
shape, 
chromatic passing notes, 
sargam – sa, re, pa, tihai, 
grace notes, upper 
mordents, development 

Extended chords, minor keys 
(D harmonic minor), key 
relationships, sus chords, 
drone, rag, extended chords, 
Aeolian mode on C, chord 
relationships 

Backing vocals, counter 
melody, homophony, 
doubling, mix-in, 
breakdown, drop, chordal, 
arpeggio 

Clave, quantise, 120bpm, 
habanera, repetition, tal – 
sam, theka, free tempo, 
interlocking, moderato, 
allegro 

Fade in, crescendo, fade 
out, diminuendo, balance 

Synthesized sound, reverb, 
panning, filter, FX, automation, 
drum fills, picking 

 

 

Context 
Pupils will learn about the context in which the music they engage with is/was created and performed, including: body percussion inspired by the show ‘Stomp’, pentatonic folk music, pop songs, the Baroque period, 
West African music, the Blues, Fusions, and Electronic Dance Music. 
 


