
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13
Threshold Concepts:      
1. Place - Where are key 
features located?                          
2. Space - Who lives 
where and why?                      
3. Scale - How are 
people and 
environments affected 
on a macro and micro 
scale?

Overview of main concepts/ topics:                
Topic 1: Fantastic Landscapes                        
Topic 2: Terrifying Tectonics                             
Topic 3: Population Boom!                                
Topic 4: Changing Cities                                   
Topic 5: Investigating Weather                        
Topic 6: Controversial Coasts

Overview of main concepts/ topics:                            
Topic 1: Development Gap            
Topic 2: Tropical Rainforests             
Topic 3: Fieldwork

Overview of main concepts/ topics:
Topic 1: Renewable and Non-
renewable energy
Topic 2: Rivers and Floods
Topic 3: Coasts and Cliamte Change 

Overview of main concepts/ topic:
Unit 1: Living with the physical environment               
Section A: Challenge of living with natural hazards.                                                                                
1. Tectonic Hazards                                                                      
2. Weather Hazards                                                                      
3. Climate Change                                                                    
Unit 1: Living with the physical environment                 
Section C - Physical Landscapes in the UK                             
10. Coastal Landscapes                                                                                                                                                                            
Unit 2: Challenges in the human environment                              
Section A: Urban issues and challenges                                                                                           
13. The Urban World                                                                                                                                                                       
15. Urban Change in the UK                                                          

Overview of main concepts/ topics:                             
Unit 1: Living with the physical environment               
Section B: The Living World                                                                               
5. Ecosystems                                                                     
6. Tropical Rainforests                                                     
7. Hot Deserts                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Unit 2: Challenges in the human environment                              
Section A: The Changing Economic World                                                                                         
16.The Development Gap                                                                                                                                                                 
17. Nigeria: A Newly Emerging Country                   
18 The Changing UK Economy                                          
Unit 2: Challenges in the human environment             
Section C - The challenge of resource management                        
19. Resource Management                                         
22. Energy Management

Overview of main concepts/ topics:
Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Topic 2: Coastal landscapes - Option 2b
Topic 3: Globalisation
Topic 4: Regenerating places - Option 4a

Overview of main concepts/ topics: 
Non-Examined Assessment: Independent Investigation 
Topic 5: The Water cycle and Water Insecurity 
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Topic 7: Superpowers
Topic 8: Health Human Rights and Intervention - Option 8a

Autumn term

Topic:                                                 
Topic 1: Fantastic Landscapes                        
Topic 2: Terrifying Tectonics

Topic:                                                
Topic 1: Development Gap

Topic: 1. Renewble and non-
renewable energy

Challenges of living with natural hazards                        
Topic 1: Tectonic Hazards                                                  
Topic 2: Weather Hazards 

Physical Landscapes in the UK                               
Topic 1: The Development Gap                                 
Topic 2: Nigeria: A Newly Emerging Country         
Topic 3: The Changing UK Economy

1. Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 
2. Topic 4a: Regernating Places 4a

Topic: 
1. Superpowers
2. Non-Examined Assessment: independent Investigation 
3. Topic 5 : The water cycle and water insecurity 

Threshold concept focus:                
Place and Scale

Threshold concept focus:            
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus: 
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                                                 
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                                       
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:
Place, Space and Scale 

Threshold concept focus: 
Place, Space, Scale and Geopolitics 

Fertile Q1: Why can the Earth be 
described as dynamic?                                             
Fertile Q2: How can geophysical 
processes impact populations?

Fertile Q1: Why are some countries 
richer than others?  
Fertile Q2: How can we reduce the 
gap between rich and poor 
countries?                                           

Fertile Q1: Where does our energy 
and electricity come from? 
Fertile Q2: What are the local and 
global impacts of us using energy?

Fertile Q1: Explain why natural hazards can impact 
people, property and the environment?                                                          
Fertile Q2: Assess how levels of development influence 
the severity of damage caused by a hazard?

Fertile Q1:                                                                       
Why does the quality of life vary from country to 
country?                                                                                
Fertile Q2:                                                                       
How has Nigeria's position in the world economy 
changed in recent years?                                         
Fertile Q3:                                                                     
Explain how UK regions have been affected by the 
surge in tertiary and quanternary jobs.

Fertile Q:
FQ1 - How do natural hazards impact humans?
FQ2- How do live with natural hazards?

FQ1 - How and why do places vary? 
FQ2 - Why might regernation be needed? 
FQ3 - How is regeneration managed? 
FQ4 - How successful is regeneration? 

Fertile Q:
Fertile Q1: What are superpowers and how have they changed 
over time? 
Fertile Q2: How do superpowers exert authority over others by 
hard and soft techniques?
Fertile Q2: What are the impacts of superpowers on the global 
economy, political systems and physical environment? 
Fertile Q3: What are the spheres of influences and how does this 
lead to conflict?

Fertile Q1: What factors influence the hydrological system over 
time and on different scales? 
Fertile Q2: How will water insecurity impact humans in the 21st 
century? Substantive concepts:                       

Fantastic Places:                       
Location                                                
Map Reading                                       
Map Skills                                       
Physical and Human Geography         
Human Interactions               
Resources                            
vChallenges                                          
Terrifying Tectonics:                        
Processes                                         
Structure                                              
Causation                                          
Impacts/Effects                                   
Severity                                                                        
Management                                        
Reduction                                          

Substantive concepts:                         
Equality                                                  
Disparity                                                
Poverty                                           
Quality of Life                                      
Standard of Living                              
Gender Inequality                                
Sustainability                                       
Management                                                                       

Substantive concepts:
Energy 
Consumption 
Supply
Deficit and Surplus 
Energy insecurity 
Non-renewable Fossil Fuels 
Renewable Energy 
Fracking 
International Agreement 

Substantive concepts:                                                   
Tectonic Hazards:                                                              
Volcano and earthquake distribution                                  
Plate boundaries                                                                   
Richter Scale                                                                        
Impacts and responses to earthquakes in Chile (LIC) and 
Nepal (HIC)                                                                                
Living in close proximity to hazards                                 
Weather Hazards:                                                                
Global Atmospheric Circulation                                              
High and low pressure                                                      
Tropical storm distribution, formation and structure          
The Saffir Simpson Scale                                                    
Impacts and responses to a tropical storm in an LIC          
Planning and protection for future reduction of damage 
from tropical storms

Substantive concepts:                                                 
The Development Gap                                            
Quality of Life                                                              
Standard of Living                                                       
Development Indicators                                                        
Population Pyramids                                                   
Demographic Transition Model                                   
Global Trade                                                                
Imbalance of Rich and Poor                                     
Migration (Inc. Economic Migration)                           
Intermediate and Appropriate Technology                  
Foreign Investment and Debit Relief                          
Debt Relief                                                               
Sustainability                                                            
Nigeria: A Newly Emerging Country                        
Newly Emerging Economies                                       
Political, Social, Economic and Environmental 
changes due to developing economies                       

Substantive concepts:
earthquakes 
volcanoes 
Plate tectonic theory 

Economy classification 
Place variation 
Charactesitics of place 
Connections of past and present place 
inequalities of place 
Place perception 
Regeneration 
conflict 
management 
evaluation 
physical tectonic processes and landforms 
natural hazards 
risk 

Substantive concepts:
Superpowers:
Geopolitical power stems 
Superpower characteristics 
Patterns of power 
Global influence 
International decision making 
Disproportionate influence 
Spheres of influence and conflict
Developing nations and relationships 
Economic restructuring

Global hydrological cycle: 
Drainage basin 
Water budgets 
Local river systems 
Deficits 
Surpluses Content:                            

Half Term 1:                                     
 Location of continents and oceans 
using geographical language. Map 
reading using a variety of styles 
including political, physical and 
climatic maps to locate and describe 
locations and features. Being able to 
distinguish human and physical 
features and explain how these can 
affect how people live, e.g. people 
in the UK. Look at climatic variations 
between locations and how this can 
affect types of animals located there 
and their specific adaptations for 
that area, and also how remote 
populations are able to survive in 
these areas. In addition, how can 
these areas including the Grand 
Canyon be important for tourism 
and educating people about 
geography in active life.                                                      
Half Term 2:                                          
The structure of the Earth - 4 layers 
and their makeup (material, temp 
etc). How convection currents move 
the Earth's plates to form different 
layouts over time. Distribution of 

Content:                                                
Half Term 1:                                          
The relationship between health 
and wealth - why the richest tend to 
have the best health compared to 
the poorest. Apart from wealth, you 
can also measure development by 
birth and death rates as well as rural 
to urban populations. Poverty and 
inequality, particularly gender play a 
big role in development and the lack 
of progress in some countries. 
Gender inequality has been closely 
linked to lack of development in 
some countries. Projects such as 
Fairtrade and NGOs are being used 
to ensure fairness and equality for 
farmers and workers in the global 
market as manufacturing and 
exporting increases.

Content:                            
1/2 term 1:  
Global differences and varitations of 
energy - Where production and sof 
energy is the highest and explaining 
these patterns. 
Explaining how energy is produced - 
how energy production began and 
how oil, coal and gas is formed and 
extracted. 
Explanation of why we use fossil 
fuels, assessing the advantages and 
disadvantages explaining why fossil 
fuels are controversial. 
Exploring nuclear energy, what it is 
and conflict of using nuclear, 
assessing the advantages and 
disadvantages. 
Exploring fracking, what fracking is 
and the conflict caused assessing the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
using shale gas and fracking. 
1/2 term 2: Where globally do we 
find energy surplus and deficit, what 
energy insecurity is and how deficit 
leads to insecuirty, how it is 
developed and outlining the social, 
economic, social and environmental 

Content:       
Half term 1:                        
Natural hazards are events which are caused by internal 
and external earth processes which have the potential to 
cause death or injury to people and damage to 
properties. Natural hazards can be separated into two 
categories:  geophysical and hydro-meteological hazards 
based on their processes. Tectonic hazards mainly occur 
along plate boundaries, where plates meet, move away 
or slide past each other. There are 4 plate boundaries: 
destructive (come together), constructive (move away), 
conservative (slide past) and collision (come together). 
Volcanoes occur at destructive and constructive which 
earthquakes happen at all plate boundaries. Earthquakes 
are measured on the Richter scale by magnitude. 
Earthquakes with magnitude 7 or higher cause significant 
damage - impacts of earthquakes can include: death, 
collapsing buildings, landslides, electrical outages and 
widespread diseases and starvation. Responses to 
earthquakes can be immediate and long term - 
immediate is search and rescue, shelters, food and 
medicine flown into the country. Long term responses 
can be earthquake proof buildings, education of the 
public to include evacuation locations and pre-planned 
hospital sites - both effects and responses vary 
depending on the levels of development within the 
country and their capacity to cope.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Half term 2:                                                                            
The global atmospheric circulation refers to the 

Content:                                                                      
Half Term 1:                                                                
Development globally is uneven with birth and 
death rates showing standard of living within a 
country. Develop indicators use a wide range of 
factors to measure wealth and development within 
a country but do have limitations. The 
Demographic Transition Model shows change over 
time and link between BR and DRs on total 
population. It also shows improvements in health 
care and sanitation's impact on quality of life. 
Population pyramids show the structure of a 
country's population and can indicate potential 
issues with young or aging populations and the 
impact on the economy and services. Global trade 
is uneven and often poorer countries supply to 
wealthier countries for reduced prices compared 
to trade between richer countries thus keeping 
them poor. As a result, disparities between rich 
and poor continue to grow with the richest 20% 
holding most of the world's wealth. People move 
within and between countries for economic 
purposes and often send money back to their 
source country. Debt and money relief from 
wealthy countries can be a life line but also come 
with strings attached meaning countries can never 
truly develop. While debt relief is important, 
appropriate technology to the individual country, 

Content:                            
1/2 term 1: 
Tectonic hazards – earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and 
secondary hazards such as tsunamis
– represent a significant risk in some parts of the world. 
This is especially the case where
active tectonic plate boundaries interact with areas of high 
population density and low levels
of development. Resilience in these places can be low, and 
the interaction of physical
systems with vulnerable populations can result in major 
disasters. An in-depth understanding
of the causes of tectonic hazards is key to both increasing 
the degree to which they can be
managed, and putting in place successful responses that 
can mitigate social and economic
impacts and allow humans to adapt to hazard occurrence.  
1.1 The global distribution of tectonic hazards can be 
explained by plate boundary and other tectonic 
processes.
1.2 There are theoretical frameworks that attempt to 
explain plate movements.
1.3 Physical processes explain the causes of tectonic 
hazards.
1.4 Disaster occurrence can be explained by the 
relationship between hazards, vulnerability, resilience 
and disaster.
1.5 Tectonic hazard profiles are important to an 

Content:                            
Superpowers can be developed by a number of characteristics. 
The pattern of dominance has changed over time. Superpowers 
and emerging superpowers have a very significant impact on the 
global economy, global politics and the environment. The 
spheres of influence between these powers are frequently 
contested, resulting in geopolitical implications. 
Half Term 1:
7.1 Geopolitical power stems from a range of human and physical 
characteristics of superpowers.
7.2 Patterns of power change over time and can be uni-, bi- or 
multi-polar.
7.3 Emerging powers vary in their influence on people and the 
physical environment, which can change rapidly over time.
7.4 Superpowers have a significant influence over the global 
economic system.
7.5 Superpowers and emerging nations play a key role in 
international decision making concerning people and the physical 
environment.
Half Term 2:
7.6 Global concerns about the physical environment are 
disproportionately influenced by superpower actions.
7.7 Global influence is contested in a number of different 
economic, environmental and political spheres.
7.8 Developing nations have changing relationships with 
superpowers with consequences for people and the physical 
environment.
7.9 Existing superpowers face ongoing economic restructuring, 

A1 Performance:                       
Explain the opportunities and 
challenges associated with living in 
remote areas such as Greenland.          

A1 Performance:                              
With reference to a named location, 
evaluate the reasons why people 
live in poverty.
Teacher Notes:
Need to think about the social, 
economic and environmental 
reasons why people live in poverty. 
Consider lack of education and 
therefore low skilled workforce. 
Prevalence of diseases, weather 
hazards, landlocked countries etc. 
Haiti used to be colonised by France 
but after independence France, 
Spain and USA agreed a Trade 
embargo meaning they couldn’t 
trade with 3 of the biggest 
economies of the world.
Consider a paragraph for each 
category to allow for focus.

A1 Performance:
Explain why nuclear energy can be 
seen as controversial in the eyes of 
some people.

Teacher Notes:
Students should be able to explain 
how nuclear energy is created and 
where is it currently being used. 
Need to mention negatives; 
considered Chernobyl (man-made) 
and Fukushima, Japan (physical) 
disasters and also the disposal of the 
radioactive material in local areas. 
However, students should also 
consider that for others nuclear 
energy is positive as it can reduce 
reliance on fossil fuels and reduce 
the impacts of climate change.

A1 Performance:                                                               
Choose either an earthquake or a volcanic eruption. 
Assess the extent to which primary effects are more 
significant than secondary effects. Use Figure 5a or 5b 
and an example you have studied (Specimen Sample 
Paper)

Teacher Notes:
The command phrase is ‘to what extent’, so the focus of 
the question is an evaluation of the relative importance 
of primary and secondary effects. There should be a 
discursive element which addresses whether, and to 
what extent, primary effects are more significant than 
secondary effects.

A1 Performance:
Evaluate how far economic development can be 
linked to the DTM (Demographic Transition Model)     

Teacher Notes:
Students need to be able to discuss what happens 
at each stage – stages 2 and 3 can be linked 
together. Stage 5 needs to be discussed where 
population is now decreasing. Links to 
development like improvement in healthcare and 
opportunities needs to be addressed and how that 
may affect the population of a country at different 
stages.           

A2 Performance:                           
Tectonics:
Evaluate the theories of plate tectonic theory, including 
palaeomagnetism (12 marks)

Teacher Notes:
Alfred Wegner proposed in 1912 that the plates had once 
fitted together like a jigsaw puzzle. Students need to 
consider the theories including slab pull, convection 
currents, fossil/rock locations etc. Between 3/4 needs to be 
discussed with palaeomagnetism being one of them. 
Throughout, students will need to evaluate reliability of this 
theory to proving plates have moved.

Regeneration:
Assess the reasons why rural areas are in need of 
regeneration (12 marks)

Teacher Notes:
Rural areas (countryside) are in need of regeneration 
because of factors such as; lack of services, reduced 
infrastructure, brain drain etc. Students need to explain 
how each one will affect the rural area and the impact this 
will have on other factors, e.g. lack of services reducing 

A1 Performance:
Superpowers
Explain how theories, such as Dependency Theory and World 
Systems Theory, can contribute to an understanding of changing 
patterns of global power (12 marks)

Teacher Notes:
Students will be expected to discuss the positives and negatives 
of the theories; dependency theory is still evident today where 
some countries still use LEDCs for low value commodity exports 
like tea, flowers etc. But you could say it is too simplistic as it 
does not factor in countries like China who were considered 
developing when the model was made, and so World Systems 
theory considers the core (MEDCs) semi-periphery (NIC) and 
periphery (LEDCs) but shows now the change in power for some 
known as the BRICS who hold power for manufacturing etc. 

Water Insecurity 
Explain how the global hydrological cycle operates as a closed 
system (6 marks)

Teacher Notes:
Students need to discuss the process of the water cycle but make 
reference that all water is either recycled or stored within the 

December assessments

Performance:
Why is it difficult to reduce total 
damage from earthquakes?

Teacher Notes:
Students must explain that 
earthquakes cannot be prevented as 
they are natural so there will always 
be damage even environmental 
damage. Link to magnitude – some 
earthquakes are so strong that even 
protection and planning cannot 
avoid damage. Development means 
some country’s buildings are not 
well designed to withstand the 
shaking and therefore people more 
likely to die in some places. Also, 
damage can be monetary, and 
insurance based. Consider damage 
to power lines and water pipes. 

A2 Extended Quiz 

A2 Performance:                              
“Some people are poor and some 
people are rich - some things will 
never change.” To what extent do 
you agree with this statement? 
(Reach Academy Created)

A2 Performance: 
'The use of fossil fuels must be 
prohibites and people must only use 
renewable energy if we are to 
protect people and the planet' To 
what extent do you agree? (Reach 
Academy Created)

A2 Performance:
Evaluate the impact of the immediate and long term 
responses to a tropical storm.

Teacher Notes:
Students will be expected to discuss between 2-3 
immediate and long term responses for tropical storms. 
They will then be expected to explain how it will impact 
upon the people, property and environment in a positive 
way and to what extent the impact is positive. There 
should be some reference to a case study and some 
conclusion as to whether immediate or long term are 
more effective.

A2 Performance:
To what extent has deindustrialisation impacted 
the UK?

Teacher Notes:
Students will need to first discuss what 
deindustrialisation is and why it occurred. The 
question is quite ambiguous in terms it does not 
asked positives or negatives – therefore it would 
be expected that both sides are discussed to show 
a balanced argument. Negatives include: 
unemployment, derelict buildings or anti-social 
behaviour. There are also positives; cheaper 
materials due to cheaper labour, more focus on 
tertiary and quaternary sectors which can mean 
higher wages.

A2 Performance:                           
Tectonics:
Explain why the human and economic costs of global 
hazards have increased rapidly over time (6 marks)
Assess the physical and human factors which cause some 
tectonic hazards to have a more disastrous impact than 
others (10 marks)

Regeneration:
Explain using examples why different people have different 
views on how an area should be regenerated (6 marks)
Evaluate the role of the following in helping to regenerate 
areas: Infrastructure, housing, fracking and deregulation (20 
marks)

A2 Performance:
Superpowers:
Explain two ways in which nations have maintained power and 
influence over other countries (4 marks)
Explain the rise in inequality in emerging superpowers (4 marks)
Assess whether emerging superpowers are having a more 
positive effect on the environment than current superpowers (12 
marks)

Water Insecurity:
Explain why river regimes are likely to vary between drainage 
basins (8 marks)
Explain the geographical distribution of drought caused by El 
Nino and La Nina (6 marks)
Explain why there is increasing global demand for water (8 marks)
Evaluate the extent to which water insecurity is the result of 
physical and human causes (20 marks)

Spring term

Topic:                                                 
Topic 3: Population Boom!                                
Topic 4: Changing Cities 

Topic:                                                      
Tropical Rainforests

Topic: 
Rivers and floods

Urban Issues and Challenges                                             
Topic 1: The Urban World                                                              
Topic 2: Urban Change in the UK

Topic: 
Topic 1: Ecosystems                                                        
Topic 2: Tropical Rainforests                                                
Topic 3: Hot Deserts 

Topic:
Topic 2 option 2b - Coastal Landscapes
Topic 3 - Globalisation 

Topic: 
1. Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and energy security
2. Topic 8: Health Human Rights and Intervention - Option 8a
3. Paper 3 Pre-release 

Threshold concept focus:                
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                    
Place and Scale

Threshold concept focus: 
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                                                       
Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                                       
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:
Place, Space and Scale 

Threshold concept focus:
Place, Space, Scale and Geopolitics

Fertile Q1: Why does the population 
of countries change over time?                      
Fertile Q2: Does the growth of a city 
always brings positive results?

Fertile Q1:          
How and why are Tropical 
Rainforests so diverse?                                        
Fertile Q2:
Why is it important to protect our 
tropical rainforests?

Fertile Q1 : What are rivers and how 
are they created?
Fertile Q2: How do rivers have an 
impact on humans?

Fertile Q1:                                                                                   
How is the growth of cities world wide impacting on the 
social, economic and environmental quality for residents?                                                                          
Fertile Q2:                                                                                 
What impact can regeneration have on an area?                       

Fertile Q1: Why are the world's biomes seen as 
fragile?

Fertile Q:
Fertile Q1: What are the causes of globalisation and why is 
it so unequal? 
Fertile Q2: To what extent do TNCs impact upon the 
location of manufacturing and what impact does this have?
Fertile Q3: What are the consequences of globalisation for 

Fertile Q:
Fertile Q1: How does the carbon cycle maintain planetary health?
Fertile Q2: What are the consequences of our increasing demand 
for energy? 

Fertile Q:
Substantive concepts:                    
Population Boom!                
Population Growth                              
Exponential Growth                         
Demographics                                    
Population Pyramids                             
Change                                                 
Density                                                
Quality of Life                                     
Standard of Life                                   
Migration                                              
Equality                                             
Crazy Cities:                                     
Urban and Rural                                  
Inward and Outward Migration             
Expansion of cities                     
Quality of Life                                     
Standard of Life                        
Challenges of growing cities                
Pollution                                         

Substantive concepts:                          
Climatic Conditions and Causes                                                                       
Vegetation Structure                                                    
Adaptations of Plants and Animals  
Urban Growth                                       
Significance                                           
Risk and Challenge                               
Protection                                             
Sustainability                                  

Substantive concepts:
Water Cycle 
Long and cross profile of a river
River characterisitcs 
River Landforms
Rivers and Humans
Flooding
Flood management 

Substantive concepts:                                                            
Half term 1:                                                                             
Urban and rural population change                                    
Urbanisation and migration changes over time                   
Rural to urban migration                                                     
Natural increase                                                                        
Push and pull factors for migration                                     
Megacities growth and locations                                             
Rio de Janeiro - an indepth case study on growth, 
challeneges (social, economic and environmental)           
Squatter settlement growth management and challenges    
Half Term 2:                                                                        
Population in the UK - distribution and change                  
Regeneration                                                                     
Greenfield and Brownfield sites                                                         
Bristol - urban changes in an area create both 
opportunities and challenges for local and wider 
population.                                                                         
Regeneration and changes can create social inequaity for 
people in places like Bristol.                                             
Housing development opportunities                                                                                                           

Substantive concepts:                                            
Ecosystems                                                                
Biodiversity                                                                  
Global Biomes                                                               
Local Ecosystems                                                                      
Food Chains and Food Webs                                                                    
Flora and Fauna                                                          
Tropical Rainforests                                               
Location Distribution                                                 
Climatic Conditions and Causes                                                                       
Vegetation Structure                                                    
Adaptations of Plants and Animals                              
Nutrient Cycling                                                          
Deforestation Causes and Impacts                             
Management of Rainforests                                         
Eco Tourism                                                               
Sustainability                                                                    
Hot Deserts                                                               
Location Distribution                                                    
Climatic Conditions and Reasons                               
Plants and Animals Adaptations                

Substantive concepts:
Globalisation:
Processes 
Political decision making 
Acceleration 
Inequality 
Global organisations 
Place and space impacts of globalisation
Socio-economic and environmental losers of globalisation 
Interconnectivity 
Migration 
Global culture emergence 
Development gap
Ethical issues 

Coastal Landscapes:
Coastal zones 
Geological structures and scales 
lithology coastal recession 
Marine erosion 
Sediment transport and deposition 

Substantive concepts:
Energy
Global carbon stores 
Geological cycle
Biological processes sequester carbon on land and ocean, 
differing scales 
Balanced carbon cycles 
Energy security 
Fossil fuels conflict
Renewables 
Threats to human activity 
Human wellbeing 
Large scale carbon storages release from different players and 
scales 

Health Human Rights and Intervention
Pandemic
Epidemic
Health Disparity
Infant Mortality 
Maternal Mortality



Content:                            
Half Term 1:                                         
Explain why the population has 
grown so rapidly recently by looking 
at graphs and using events in history 
to plot along the changes. 
Choropleth maps are used to plot 
population differences within a local 
or national area using colour 
shading. To compare population 
characteristics to show differences 
populations between Japan, The 
Gambia and the UK - give reasons 
for the differences, including 
poverty, healthcare and migration. 
Census data also used to look at 
monitoring population changes in 
the UK every 10 years but also 
acknowledging the difficulties with 
this. Population can be represented 
on pyramids which can be used to 
directly compare the structure of a 
population between countries - can 
indicate birth and death rates in 
males and females. Challenges and 
opportunities of a growing 
population in areas.                                                
Half Term 2:                                        

Content:                            
Half Term:                                              
Biome locations and the influence of 
the global atmospheric circulation 
(movement of air) on the climatic 
conditions of biomes. Importance 
and function of ecosystems. 
Location of rainforests influenced by 
latitude and location between the 
Tropics - and this in turn controls 
climate conditions experienced - hot 
and humid. Cities around rainforests 
are growing rapidly impacting on the 
size and quality, in addition to 
affecting those who already live in 
the rainforests and rely on the land - 
study of how people live and rely on 
the rainforest. The impact of 
damage to the rainforest on a social, 
economic and environmental level. 
The management of the rainforests 
on a global and local level including 
zoning and major charities like 
Greenpeace.                     

Content: 
Half term 1
Watercycle, features and elements. 
How the long profile and cross 
profile of a river changes from 
source to mouth.
Types of erosion and how its effects 
on a river and the formation of 
interlocking spurs and waterfalls in 
the upper course. 
Types of transportation, desposition 
and how and why rivers meander 
and migrate. 
How humans interact with rivers 
through micro hydro-power and the 
advantages to humans. 
Half Term 2 
Human and physical casues of 
flooding. 
Understanding drainage basins and 
hydrographs, and factors affecting 
the lag time.
Using York as case study, what is the 
location of York, impacts of river 
flooding and immediate/ long term 
responses to the threats. 
Using Kerala as a case study, what is 
the location of Kerala, impacts of 

Content:                            
Half Term 1:                                                                       
The world's population has growth exponentially since 
1800 with more of the world's population living in urban 
areas compared to rural. However, within LICs a large 
proportion of people still live in rural areas but are 
migrating to the cities. Cities grow because of people 
moving from rural to urban areas and also when the birth 
rate is higher than the death rate (natural increase). Push 
factors including; poor quality land, drought, famine and 
war cause people to move away whereas pull factors 
bring people to an area because of good health care and 
education, equal rights, better paid jobs and a higher 
standard of living. Megacities are cities with a population 
of over 10 million people and mainly located on the 
continent of Asia. Rio de Janeiro has grown rapidly both 
in land size and population. The creation of favela towns 
shows the inequality between people in Rio. There are 
varying challenges in healthcare, education, water supply 
and energy provision. Rio is formed of two employment 
types - formal and informal (cash in hand and lack of tax 
payment). There is a variety of employment within the 
city but also there are high levels of unemployment. 
Within the favela towns there are high crime levels with 
drug gangs claiming ownership of the favelas and makes 
it difficult for police to infiltrate. There has been some 
improvement attempts with varying success in traffic 
congestion, water pollution and waste pollution - but 

Content:                            
Half Term 1:                                                               
Ecosystems are the interactions of living (biotic) 
and non-living (Abiotic) organisms within an area. 
Whereas biomes are large scale, continent based 
ecosystems, e.g. deserts and tropical rainforests. 
These are influenced by temperature from latitude 
(distance from the equator). Food webs and chains 
are where there is a fragile balance of dependance 
upon organisms (living and non-living) to provide 
food ranging from the producers up to the 
consumers.    Tropical rainforests are located 
between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and 
found in Brazil, DRC and Indonesia. The climate is 
warm and humid - around 270C all year round with 
heavy rainfall in parts of the day. There are 4 
structures to the rainforests; emergents, canopy, 
under canopy and shrub layer. Sunlight reduces 
the further down the structure you go and so 
plants and trees are searching for sunlight. 
Adaptations of plants and animals allow them to 
survive in the fragile environment. Deforestation is 
caused by logging, mineral extraction, population 
growth and farming. The impacts are this cause 
problems for biodiversity, climate and resources. In 
addition soil erosion causes the area to become 
infertile.Rainforests can be protected by 
ecotourism, conservation and selective logging and 

Content:                                                        
Coastal Landscapes and Change Coastal landscapes develop 
due to the interaction of winds, waves and currents, as well 
as through the contribution of both terrestrial and offshore 
sources of sediment. These flows of energy and variations 
in sediment budgets interact with the prevailing geological 
and lithological characteristics of the coast to operate as 
coastal systems and produce distinctive coastal landscapes, 
including those in rocky, sandy and estuarine coastlines. 
These landscapes are increasingly threatened from physical 
processes and human activities, and there is a need for 
holistic and sustainable management of these areas in all 
the world’s coasts. Study must include examples of 
landscapes from inside and outside the UK.
Half term 1 
2B.1 The coast, and wider littoral zone, has distinctive 
features and landscapes. 
2B.2 Geological structure influences the development of 
coastal landscapes at a variety of scales.
2B.3 Rates of coastal recession and stability depend on 
lithology and other factors
2B.4 Marine erosion creates distinctive coastal landforms 
and contributes to coastal landscapes.
2B.5 Sediment transport and deposition create distinctive 
landforms and contribute to coastal landscapes.
2B.6 Subaerial processes of mass movement and 
weathering influence coastal landforms and contribute to 
coastal landscapes.

Content:                            
1/2 term 1:  
A balanced carbon cycle is important in maintaining planetary 
health. The carbon cycle operates at a range of spatial scales and 
timescales, from seconds to millions of years. Physical processes 
control the movement of carbon between stores on land, the 
oceans and
the atmosphere. Changes to the most important stores of carbon 
and carbon fluxes are a result of physical and human processes. 
Reliance on fossil fuels has caused significant changes to carbon 
stores and contributed to climate change resulting from 
anthropogenic carbon emissions. The water and carbon cycles 
and the role of feedbacks in and between the two cycles, provide 
a context for developing an understanding of climate change.
Anthropogenic climate change poses a serious threat to the 
health of the planet. There is a range of adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that could be used, but for them to be 
successful they require global agreements as well as national 
actions.
6.1 Most global carbon is locked in terrestrial stores as part of the 
long-term geological cycle.
6.2 Biological processes sequester carbon on land and in the 
oceans on shorter timescales.
6.3 A balanced carbon cycle is important in sustaining other earth 
systems but is increasingly altered by human activities.
6.4 Energy security is a key goal for countries, with most relying 
on
fossil fuels.

SP1 Performance:                                   
Explain the challenges associated 
with an aging population.                         

SP1 Performance:                                    
“The only way to protect the 
tropical rainforest is to ban all 
activities within it.”  Discuss this 
statement. (Reach Academy 
Created)

SP1 Performance:
Discuss how rivers shape both 
physical and human environments. 
(Reach Academy Created)

SP1 Performance:  To what extent can population 
increase for a city can bring negatives and positives. Make 
reference to named examples. 

SP1 Performance: The economic gains of 
deforestation outweigh the damage caused 
environmentally. How far do you agree with this 
statement?

SP1 Performance:
Coastal Processes
Explain the formation of the cliff profile shown in 
photograph 3A (6 marks)
Explain how sediment cell concept contributes to the 
understanding of coastal systems (8 marks)
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%2
0Level/Geography/2016/teaching-and-learning-
materials/A-level-Geography-Paper-1-Examiner-Marked-
Student-Responses.pdf

SP1 Performance:
Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Assess the likely impacts of climate warming on the components 
of the carbon cycle shown (picture stimulus to support) (10 
marks)

Explain how plants help to maintain a balance in the carbon cycle 
(6 marks)

SP2 Performance:
Assess the reasons why people 
move to cities such as Delhi.

Teacher Notes:
Students will need to discuss the 
pull factors of the city and the push 
factors of the countryside and 
explain why it would cause people 
to move from their source location 
specific to India. Overall, for the 
conclusion students will be expected 
to say for India’s situation, which 
reasons are considered most likely. 

SP2 Performance:
To what extent does deforestation 
impact on the levels of biodiversity 
within the tropical rainforests?

Teacher Notes:
Students should talk about how 
adaptations are fragile and therefore 
animals may lose habitats, food and 
protective shelter. Also soil erosion 
causes the nutrients to wash away 
meaning vegetation loses moisture. 
Animals begin to die, and the food 
webs are disturbed causing further 

SP2 Performance:
Evaluate why LICs are more likely to 
be affected by flooding compared to 
HICs

Teacher Notes:
Reference to; development, 
education, coastal management, 
exposure to weather types, 
vulnerable location of people, 
presence of rivers, economics etc. 
Students should discuss how these 
may either increase of decrease risk 
of flooding and overall which 2 

SP2 Performance: 
To what extent can population increase for a city can 
bring negatives and positives. Make reference to named 
examples.

Teacher Notes:
Students must talk about the increase in work force with 
variety of skills to fill gaps, culture being introduced 
including food and dance, reducing of racial bias due to 
ethnicities working and living together and increased 
spending within an area can improve services making 
standard of living better. However, more people can 
bring traffic congestion and pollution, increased waste, 
tough competition for jobs due to higher applicants, 

SP2 Performance:                                                         
Evaluate the fragility of adaptations for animals 
and plants in the hot deserts     

Teacher notes:
Students need to explain how plants and animals 
are adapted to live in hot deserts but also discuss 
how reducing rainfall, desertification, increased 
grazing and rising temperatures can affect the 
reliability of these adaptations. Which will impact 
adaptations the most?       

Revision in preparation for examinations

SP2 Performance:
Globalisation:
Using examples, explain China’s approaches to globalisation 
and global flows (6 marks)
Using examples, the social, economic and environmental 
factors associated with rapid megacity growth (9 mark) 
Image to be included as stimulus

Coasts:
Explain the relationship between geology and coastal form 
along one named stretch of coastline (4 marks)
Explain the impacts of storm surges on lowland coastal 
areas (6 marks)
Explain why the UK government coastal management 

SP2 Performance:
Carbon Cycle and Energy
Explain why a balanced carbon cycle is important for sustaining 
other Earth systems (6 marks)
Explain the impact of the changing global consumption of fossil 
fuels on the carbon cycle (6 marks)
Assess why energy pathways are prone to disruption (8 marks)

Health Human Rights and Intervention:
How can development be measured? (4 marks)
Explain the advantages and disadvantages of contrasting 
measures of development (6 marks)
Explain why high levels of corruption could threaten human 
rights (8 marks)

Summer term

Topic:                                                 
Topic 5: Investigating Weather                        
Topic 6: Controversial Coasts

Topic 2:                                                       
Fieldwork

Topic: 
Coastline and Climate Change 

Unit 1: Section C Physical Landscapes of the UK      
Topic 1: Coastal Landscapes                                                   
Topic 2: Climate Change

Topic: 
Revision for AS Exams
Non-Examined Assessment: independent Investigation 

Threshold concept focus:               
Place, Space and Scale

Threshold concept focus:                    
Enquiry and investigation

Threshold concept focus:
Place, Scale, Space, Physical 

Threshold concept focus:                                                  
Place, Scale, Space, Dynamic Locations, Sustainability, 

Threshold concept focus:
Place, Space and Scale 

Fertile Q1:                                         
Why does the UK experience 
different weather conditions?          
Fertile Q2:                                          
Why do our coastlines need to be 
protected?

Fertile Q1: How can I use 
invesitgations to further my 
geographical knowledge? 
Fertile Q2: Why is it important to 
invesitgate and enquire in 
geography?

Fertile Q1: What is the coast and 
how does it change?
Fertile Q2: How does Climate change 
create risk to the coast and humans 
that live there?

Fertile Q1: Why are our coastlines dynamic?                                       
Fertile Q2:  Why do natural and human activities can 
affect the climate of the Earth over time?                                                   

Fertile Q:
Fertile Q 1 - Why are coastal landscapes different and what 
processes caused these differences? 
Fertile Q 2 - How do coastal erosion and sea level change 
alter coast lines? 
Fertile Q 3 - How can coastlines be managed to avoid 
confict?Substantive concepts:                     

Investigating Weather:          
Weather Forecasting                           
Investigation                                        
Data Collection                                      
Measurement of Weather                  
Climatic Variations                               
Climatic Conditions                           
Controversial Coasts:                      
Processes                                         
Causation                                           
Erosion                                            
Features                                             
Management                                        
Engineering

Substantive concepts:    
Enquiry
Data Collection
Data collection methods       
Primary Data 
Secondary Data 
Hypothesis   
Reseach Questions                                            
Qualitative                                              
Quantitative   
Data presentation 
Data analysis 
Conclusions
Evaluation                                                                            

Substantive concepts:
Coastal Processes 
Coastal Landforms 
The Uk' Changing Coastline 
Climate Change 
Coastal Management 
Impacts of Coastal Change 

Substantive concepts:                                                      
Constuctive and Destructive Waves                                     
Swash and Backwash                                                              
Fetch                                                                                      
Weathering                                                                               
Mass Movement                                                                    
Erosion Processes                                                                    
Erosional Landforms                                                          
Despositional Landforms                                                    
Coastal Management - hard and soft engineering 
including managed retreat                                                                    
Coastal landforms in a named location                                  
Half Term 2:                                                                                            
Glacial and Interglacial Periods                                              
Quaternary Period                                                                          
Ice Ages                                                                                
Fluctuations                                                                            
Natural Climate Change                                                             
Long and Short Term                                              
Anthroprogenic Climate Change                                           
Greenhouse Gases                                                                
Climate Management                      

Substantive concepts:

NEA:
Systematic and Random Sampling 
Data Collection
Qualitative
Quantitative 
Data Analysis
Data Presentation 
Limitations 
Validity 
Reliability 

Content:                            
Half Term 1:                                       
Weather forecasting using sight and 
temperatures using symbols to show 
conditions. Measurement of 
weather including wind and rain 
using a anemometer and rain gauge. 
How do local environments 
including trees and ground surface 
can affect microclimates? Weather 
investigation with thermometers, 
rain gauges and anemometer to 
measure conditions. Hypothesis' to 
be used to compared to results. 
United Kingdom's weather is mild 
with rainfall and sunshine due to its 
physical location globally. Water 
cycle used to explain why it rains 
and floods in some areas. Rainfall in 
the UK can either be described as 
frontal or relief rainfall. As global 
warming increases - more extreme 
weather such as flash floods are now 
occurring more frequently in the UK.                                                   
Half Term 2:                                      
Coastline is made up of different 
features such a beaches and caves 
which are caused by erosion and 

Content:                            
Fieldwork importance on why it is 
used within geography. Data 
collection methods such as 
qualitative (opinion based) and 
quantitative (numerical based) 
identified along with advantages and 
disadvantages of each. Different 
fieldworks will require different data 
collection methods. Some will be 
primary data (collected by 
themselves) and secondary data 
(collected by someone else). 
Presentation of data can be done in 
a variety of ways; tables, annotated 
photos, graphs and map 
annotations. Data presentation can 
be simple and sophisticated 
depending on the layering of data - 
known as GIS. Analysing data is then 
concluded and linked back to the 
hypothesis to see whether it has 
been proven or disproven. 
Fieldwork must be evaluated in 
success - what went well and what 
could be changed to improve the 
validity of the data collected.

Content:                            
1/2 term 1: 
What is the coast, why they are 
valuable and how their 
characteristics vary. 
What weathering and mass 
transportation are, the process of 
erosion and transportation, what 
deposition is and where it occurs. 
Explaining why high energy coasts 
develop particualr landforms, how 
headlands and bays are created, and 
how a stump develops from a cave. 
Explaining why low energry coasts 
develop particular landforms. 
How sand dunes are formed, why 
spits, bars and tomobolos have in 
common. 
Explaining and understanding areas 
of the UK coastline that are 
experiencing the most rapid erosion. 
Using the Yorkshire coastline as an 
example how that is changing and 
how people are being affected. 
1/2 term 2:
Cliamte changes impacts on the 
coast, how cliamte affects sea levels, 
which areas are most at risj, how 

Content:                            
Half Term 1:                                                                                 
The distance that wave travels over is known as the fetch 
and the bigger the fetch the bigger the wave. Waves are 
either constructive which have stronger swash whereas 
destructive have a stronger backwash - depending on the 
waves will depend on the size of the beach. Weathering 
such as chemical, physical and biological can cause mass 
movements - altering the shape of the coastline and cliff 
faces. Coastal processes like hydraulic action, abrasion, 
attrition and solution cause rock to be eroded forming 
features known as erosional features. Longshore drift is 
the movement of material from one end the beach to the 
other. Depositional features are caused by material being 
brought onto the beach - e.g. beaches, sand dunes and 
spits. Engineering techniques are being used to protect 
the coastline from erosion - some are intensive (hard) 
and some more natural (soft). Not all areas receive equal 
funding.                                                                            
Half Term 2:                                                                                 
The Earth's temperature has fluctuated between warm 
and cold over millions of years which has allowed for 
glacial and interglacial periods. The last ice age occurred 
2.6 million years ago and ended around 11,000 years ago - 
known as the Quaternary Period. Currently the Earth's 
temperature continued to rise, mainly since the mid-
1970s. Evidence of CC includes shrinking glaciers, rising 
sea levels, seasonal changes and ice cores. The GHG effect 

Content: 

Half term 2
NEA 
The independent investigation relates to human or physical 
geography or it may integrate them. The independent 
investigation:
Based on a question or issue defined and developed by the 
student individually to address aims, questions and/or 
hypotheses relating to any of the compulsory or optional 
content 
Incorporate field data and/or evidence from field 
investigations, collected individually or in groups 
Draw on the student's own research, including their own 
field data and, if relevant, secondary data sourced by the 
student 
Require the student independently to contextualise, 
analyse and summarise findings and data 
Involve the individual drawing of conclusions and their 
communication by means of extended writing and the 
presentation of relevant data.

Outling the steps to a successful invesitgation, outlining 
different types of investigation and research questions. The 
first half term will focus on firstly outling a topic, and 
collecting the appropriate secondary data and reading 
collecting the literature. 
The term will be focused on having the literature review 

Assessment question:
Why will global warming have a 
negative impact on weather for 
places like the UK?

Teacher Notes:
Students must not only talk about 
the different weather types that will 
increase but must also discuss the 
impacts of these weather changes. 
Students would also be expected to 
explore how some areas of the UK 
would be affected more then 
others; low lying land, lack of 
infiltration, foot of a valley etc. 
Higher end students may counter 
act and discuss what some of the 
positives may be.

Assessment question: 
TBC when the fieldwork has been 
decided based on availibility of 
resources and locations (Reach 
Academy Resourced)

Extended Quiz and SU2 
Performance:
Discuss the formation of a cave, 
arch, stack and stump formation. 

Teacher Notes:
This question must not only just say 
about water getting into cracks, 
students must use and explain 
terminology such as hydraulic 
action, attrition and abrasion. They 
must also make reference to rock 
type and length of time this will 
take. The more able students will be 
able to discuss the type of coastline 
these features are located. 

Extended Quiz and SU2 Performance:
"Hard engineering is better than soft engineering". 
Discuss this statement with reference to examples.

Teacher Notes:
Students will have to discuss 2/3 methods of each 
engineering technique including purpose, cost and levels 
of successes short and long term. Conclusions need to be 
drawn about which side overall has the most economic 
success as well the social and environmental benefits. 
More able students will be able to link the cost benefit 
analysis discussed on why certain engineering methods 
are used compared to others. 

Content: 

First week will be a filler to close any gaps on the fieldwork 
of regeneration and coastal processes. Application of 
information to questions as practice.

Revision of content for AS examinations in the May/June. 
Revision worksheets for independent revision, modelling of 
exam questions and ‘how to’ approach, essay planning 
worksheets and model answers of exam questions to mark 
and discuss leading up to the exams. 

Half term 2
NEA 
The independent investigation relates to human or physical 
geography or it may integrate them. The independent 
investigation:
Based on a question or issue defined and developed by the 

July assessments

Extended Quiz and SU2 
Performance:
Discuss the various reasons why 
people use the coastline and the 
impact erosion may have on these 
activities.

Teacher Notes:
Students to explain why the 
coastline is used; trade, tourism, 
education, residential and fishing. 
They could even make reference to 
certain locations in the UK, e.g. 
Liverpool or Brighton. Erosion may 
impact these activities because of 
damage – houses falling into the sea, 
damage from storms destroying 
business – it actually may encourage 
people to move away and the area 
falls into decline. S2 

Extended Quiz and SU2 
Performance:
Explain the processes which shape 
out coastline.

Teacher Notes:
Students will be expected to explain 
weathering processes 
(physical/freeze thaw, chemical and 
biological), erosional and 
depositional processes. Students will 
need to be able to identify the 
coastal landforms these processes 
create or modify. 

Extended Quiz and SU2 
Performance:
 “Climate Change will involve a rise 
in sea level, but coastal engineering 
will be able to control the impacts”
To what extent is this statement 
true? Discuss with reference to 
coastal zones.

Teacher Notes:
Students to discuss about melting 
polar ice caps and thermal 
expansion as ways sea levels will rise 
and how this will impact low lying 
coastlines and also coastlines made 
of soft rock. Minimum of 4 
management methods to be 
discussed with their positives 
(supporting the Q) and negatives 
(arguing against the Q). Students will 
be expected to explore how 
development of countries and even 
within countries may affect how 
successful management can be at 
managing the impacts.

Extended Quiz and SU2 Performance: 
Anthropogenic activities are the main cause of current 
global warming. How far do you agree?

Teacher Notes:
Students must provide arguments for and against by 
referring to the natural causes of CC as alternatives to 
show change over time. But should relate to the graph 
we have looked at which shows since the 1970s there is a 
rapid increase and does correlate to the time lengths of 
the natural causes. At the end, students must conclude 
what their final thoughts are towards the statement. 

SU2 Performance:
Students would have completed the AS exams in the 
May/June and all content for AS would have been 
completed. Students this side of the half term will be 
examined on their literature review (1500 words) and 
proposal (sheet from Edexcel) for their fieldwork to show 
independent enquiry and extended reading skills. These 
skills are important for the NEA as area of study will need to 
be analysed and discussed for appropriateness.

External exams External exams


