
Biometrics Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What is “biometrics”? 
 
Biometrics is a method of recognizing an individual based on measurable biological 
characteristics such as the fingerprint. Fingerprints remain constant over a person’s 
lifespan. Surface wear, minimal temporary or permanent scarring and aging may 
affect but does not alter beyond recognition, the original fingerprint pattern. 
 
2. How is a biometric collected? 
 
Sensors are used to scan the finger and convert the information to a secure digital 
format to which it is later compared. Technically, biometric capture devices create 
electronic digital “pictures” that are encrypted and stored and then compared to "live" 
pictures in order to confirm the identity of a person. 
 
3. Is biometric technology safe to use? 
 
Any health concerns are actually similar to those encountered in everyday life 
(touching a fingerprint sensor is equivalent to touching a doorknob). Biometric 
systems use ordinary computing and video technology that a person typically 
encounters in their day to day activities. Biometrics requires only the placement of a 
finger. 
 
4. If I provide my biometric (fingerprint), who has access to it and the information 
associated with it? 
 
The fingerprint scan is stored in a database on one computer at the school in a 
proprietary format (an actual copy of the fingerprint image itself is NOT stored). Only 
the fingerprint reader can recognize this format. Fingerprints are not transferred to 
any other systems. 
 
5. Can my biometric image be used anywhere other than the School? 
 
No. A fingerprint registered on one system will not be valid for another unique 
system. Only information stored on the database linked to the biometric scanner 
used is available when a fingerprint is scanned. 
 
6. What if the biometric scanner is stolen? 
 
Data is not stored on the scanner itself. The scanner is a device used to confirm the 
authenticity of the fingerprint. 
 
7. Can someone steal my biometric (fingerprint)? 
 
A fingerprint is unique. No two people have identical fingerprints. It would be next to 
impossible for someone to steal someone else’s biometric (fingerprint). 
 


