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Dear parents and carers 
 
I appreciate that at the moment you are receiving a lot of communication from us. I wanted to write 
to you all again for two reasons.  
 
Firstly to inform you all that on Monday 2/11/20 I will be closing the academy at 12:10 and sending 
all students home. This is so that I can have the afternoon with staff for additional training. I 
appreciate that this is not in the academy calendar but I believe it will be of great benefit to the 
community over the course of the next half-term.  
 
Secondly, I wanted to write with a summary of how this half-term has gone. You will all be receiving 
the newsletter this Friday which will detail all of the great things your children have been doing. 
However, we have been doing this against the backdrop of a global pandemic and so we have 
necessarily had to make some difficult decisions and have been liaising very closely with Ark and 
Public Health England over these.  
 
The first 4-5 weeks of this half-term went very well and, unlike many other secondary schools, we 
had a very limited exposure to the impact of the Coronavirus on the education of our young people. 
Although school felt very different with frequent hand sanitisation, set classrooms for year groups 
and masks in communal indoor spaces, our students adapted extremely well, and lessons continued 
with purpose. This changed slightly in the past two weeks and we had a small number of positive 
tests confirmed and took the required action. This is in-line with the current national picture with 
400,000 students currently self-isolating. 50% of all secondary schools have pupils at-home this 
week.  
 
We have put in place strong control measures to both help reduce the risk of infection and ensure 
that, should a student or group of students be sent home to self-isolate, they can continue their 
education uninterrupted through our on-line provision and virtual lessons. This can all be found on 
our website homepage. Whilst this is not the same as them being in school, it is the next best thing 
and our staff have worked tirelessly to ensure all student work is on Show My Homework for each 
half-term. We have also started a compulsory Y11 homework club which provides this year group 
with an additional 5 hours of study each week to help them be fully prepared for their exams this 
summer.  
 
So thank you for your continued support during this ongoing global pandemic and I hope that you 
feel reassured both that we have strong systems in place to keep our children safe and that, should 
they need to self-isolate at home, their education can continue through our virtual classrooms.  
 
With best wishes for a restful half-term. 
 

 
Oliver Knight 
Principal 
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