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Why you should choose 
Ark Acton Academy for your child
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Welcome to Ark Acton Academy. Our ethos as an 
Ark School is clear and we are unwavering in our 
dedication to it. We simply believe that every child, 
regardless of background or prior achievement, can 
be successful if given great teaching and pastoral 
support.

It is my role as Principal to create an environment where it’s safe to be 
yourself and where everyone strives for success. Our mission is to create 
a school of the highest standard that achieves this through recruiting 
and training excellent teachers and support staff, and by developing a 
pastoral system that ensures no child is left behind.

Our mastery curriculum is at the heart of school life and ensures 
that all students get the opportunity to study academic disciplines 
and to wrestle with ways of thinking that take them beyond everyday 
understandings. Alongside this we invest heavily in staff training 
and development to ensure that every student is taught by a subject 
expert who is passionate about their subject and its importance to 
understanding the world around us.

Whilst we want all our students to leave Ark Acton Academy with the 
currency they need to access the next stage of their education and to 
have an unrelenting focus on hard work and discipline, we know that 
getting great exam results is only half of a good education: we are 
determined to deliver as many opportunities as we can for every child to 
flourish outside the classroom. We want our students to be able to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with a child from a private school and compete for 
the same university place or job.

As part of Ark Schools, we have access to world class staff training and 
development, as well as expertise from across the network. Being part 
of a family of schools ensures that we can keep learning and evaluating 
our impact to ensure that every child who comes to Ark Acton leaves 
as a well-rounded and polite individual with the drive and resources to 
lead a happy and successful life.

Mr O Knight Principal

Welcome to our school
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“ Our mission is to create a 
school of the highest standard 
that achieves this through 
recruiting and training 
excellent teachers and support 
staff, and by developing a 
pastoral system that ensures 
no child is left behind.”
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“It takes courage, skill, 
judgement and camaraderie to 
venture into the unknown and 
those are the qualities that 
underpin the capacity to live 
a happy and fulfilling life.” 

Our core model – 
what makes Ark Acton special? 

BEHAVIOURBEHAVIOUR
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1. BEHAVIOUR

We believe that maintaining a 
focus on discipline and manners 
enables us to create a calm and 
safe environment. 

2. CO-CURRICULAR

We invest heavily in both 
sports and oracy to provide every 
student with experiences outside 
the classroom.  

4. OUTSTANDING STAFF

We invest in recruiting and 
training the very best teachers 
and support staff. We give them 
training every Monday afternoon 
to ensure they are always 
developing.

5. HIGH ASPIRATIONS

We enable all students to develop 
their individual interests and 
passions from Year 7 to University 
through our carefully sequenced 
academic and co-curricular 
programmes; ranging from 
MedSoc through to gardening. 

3. CURRICULUM

We focus on academic rigour, 
helping pupils master the 
fundamentals whilst stretching 
and challenging them to achieve 
above their expectations.  
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A rigorous academic curriculum at the heart of school life. 

Academic curriculum - 
What will your child study with us? 

A FOCUS ON KNOWLEDGEA FOCUS ON KNOWLEDGE

As an Ark School we deliver the Ark Mastery Complete Curriculum Programmes 
in English, Maths, Science, Geography and Music. This means that every child 

has access to a world-class curriculum that is delivered in every Ark School. 

MORNING READING PROGRAMMEMORNING READING PROGRAMME

Each day begins with a guided reading session led by a teacher.  Each student 
will read a challenging text for their reading age.  This not only allows us to 
deliver reading interventions daily to students that require it, but provides 

space for students to read and immerse themselves in a good book. We have the 
Acton Canon – that outlines the 50 great books we believe every student should 

have read by the time they leave Ark Acton.

GLOBAL VIEWSGLOBAL VIEWS

We have been working with Dr Robin Whitburn from UCL to ensure our 
curriculum tells a world view and involves narratives and texts that represent 

our global community.
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“ Every child has access to a 
world-class curriculum that is 
delivered in every Ark School.”
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“ We want our students to 
be able to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with a child 
from a private school  
and compete for the same 
university place or job.”
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A great education involves far more than outstanding 
lessons in the classroom. Our Co-curricular activities 
engage and excite pupils about school, teach 
important skills that help them in and beyond the 
classroom, and let them discover new passions. 
They help students become well-rounded individuals 
who can play a valuable role in the community.

At Ark Acton Academy we believe that in order for our students to lead 
a happy and successful life they not only need strong academic results 
but also to have developed key ‘life skills’ that will help them get on in 
the workplace. 

We define ‘life skills’ as confidence, articulacy, social skills and team 
work. The experiences that enable young people to develop these skills 
are the bread and butter of the private school system but are sorely 
lacking from many state schools. In order to address this imbalance 
and to ensure that our students can stand shoulder to shoulder with a 
student from a private school and compete on an equal footing we have 
designed our co-curricular programme to offer a diverse range 
of experiences. 

Co-Curricular programmes 
and experiences

THE ARK ACTON THE ARK ACTON 
EXTENDED DAYEXTENDED DAY

This is an after-school programme 
that provides space for additional 
sporting experiences alongside 50 
other clubs and activities.

DROP DOWN  DROP DOWN  
DAYSDAYS

These are days where the 
normal timetable is suspended 
and students spend more time 
intensively studying a curriculum 
area or developing a particular 
life skill. This includes visits to 
museums, art galleries, theatres 
and universities. 

DEBATING & DEBATING & 
PUBLIC SPEAKINGPUBLIC SPEAKING

This is a co-ordinated programme 
of debating and public-speaking 
for all year groups. We believe 
that developing strong oracy skills 
are central to helping our students 
go on and live a life 
of choice and opportunity.

Our co-curricular programme consists of 3 strands. These strands are:
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In order to achieve our mission that any student at Ark Acton can stand 
shoulder to shoulder with their privately educated peers and compete for the 
same jobs and university places we need to have an atmosphere that is calm, 
scholarly and supportive. In order to establish this, we tell our students that:

“Our job is help all of you get ready to cope with whatever life 
may throw at you. Modern life is demanding and uncertain and 
we are sure that, to thrive, you will need to be ready to 
enjoy challenging situations, and able to meet them calmly, 
confidently and from a position of knowledge. We know that 
there are many young people who aren’t like this, and who 
are struggling to cope. We really don’t what that to happen 
to any of you. If you turn up, join in and give 100%, we will 
do everything in our power to give you that confidence and 
capability.”

Pastoral care, guidance and support 

We recognise that adolescence 
is a time of immense change 
and uncertainty and we place 
utter importance on offering 
expert care and support for our 
young people. We offer onsite 
provision in:

• Counselling• Counselling

• Adolescent psychotherapy• Adolescent psychotherapy

• CBT• CBT

• Clinical psychology• Clinical psychology

• Mental Health First Aid• Mental Health First Aid

• Art therapy• Art therapy

• Family therapy• Family therapy

• Every year group has a • Every year group has a 
non-teaching Head of Year non-teaching Head of Year 
who is focussed on their care who is focussed on their care 
and guidance. and guidance. 
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Our Sixth Form has already established a strong 
reputation for helping its students make significant progress 
and secure places on the most competitive courses at the 
highest-rated universities. 

In the past two years, alumni have gone on to 
study at leading institutions including:

Bath
Bristol
Brunel
Cardiff
Durham
East Anglia
Exeter
Harvey Mudd (USA)
Imperial College London
Kent
King’s College London
Leeds
LSE (London School of Economics)
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Nottingham
Reading
Royal Holloway
SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies)
Southampton
St. Andrews
Surrey
QMUL (Queen Mary)
UCL (University College London) 
Warwick

Progress to university and beyond

Our Sixth Form is a place where we help students to fulfil their potential and reach their 
personal targets. 

They are reading a broad array of 
subjects including:

Anthropology
Architecture
Business Management
Chemistry
Chinese
Computer Science
Dentistry
Digital Film Production
Economics
Engineering
History
Journalism
Law
International Relations
Mathematics
Medicine
Photography
Politics
Psychology
Spanish.

“ The test of a successful 
education is not just the 
amount of knowledge that 
pupils take away from school, 
but their appetite to know 
and their capacity to learn.”
Richard Livingstone 
Vice Chancellor of Oxford University
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Ark Acton Academy 
Gunnersbury Lane, London W3 8EY 

+44 (0)203 110 2400

info@arkacton.org   •   www.arkacton.org 
      @ArkActonAcademy


