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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I take great delight in welcoming 
you to our end of term newsletter 
and I am particularly delighted 
that we have got to the end of 
what has been a testing term in 
relatively good shape. This is 
testament to the strong sense of 
pride and community we all have 
at Ark Acton.  
 
I hope that in this newsletter you 
will see some of the wonderful 
things our young people have 
been up to and how we have tried 
to maintain some semblance of 
normality during this time we 
find ourselves in. Our latest Drop 
Down Day in particular was a 
chance for us to continue to 
provide a broad range of co-
curricular experiences that help 
prepare our students for the next 
stage of their journey. We have a 
clear vision at Ark Acton that 
through a rigorous academic 
curriculum and a broad range of 
co-curricular experiences we can 
ensure all our students leave us 
with the currency they need to 
live a life of choice and 
opportunity. We have made great 
strides toward making this a 
reality this term and I am 
grateful to both the staff for their 
commitment to the school and to 
you as parents and carers for 
continuing to ensure your child 
comes to school each day. Our 
attendance is well above the 
national average for secondary 
schools and substantially higher 
than the average for Ealing 
secondaries.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Alongside this we have had relatively few positive cases of 
coronavirus and have been praised by Public Health England for 
our approach and planning.  
 
I want to also thank all of the parents and carers who took the time 
to complete our Diversity and Inclusion survey. This provided us 
with very useful feedback and information and this is helping 
inform our long-term planning in this area. We are continuing to 
do some really exciting curriculum work with Dr Robin Whitburn 
around diversity and curriculum narratives. We are confident that 
soon our curriculum will be a beacon of excellence in this area.   
 
Alongside our focus on diversity and inclusion we have also been 
working hard to support the more vulnerable members of our 
community and I hope you are inspired by what you read in this 
newsletter. We want this to be the start of a surge in commitment 
to support the community we serve.  
 
Finally I take great delight in introducing our wonderful student 
leadership team. It was a very tight competition and the selection 
process was not an easy one. A large part of their leadership work 
this year will be co-ordinating fundraising events for school and the 
community.  
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful and relaxing 
holiday and  we look forward to welcoming your children back and 
ready for another term of hard work on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  
 
With best wishes 
 
Mr Knight 
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AAA Community 
Messages from the HoY 

Year 7 – Mr. Belgrave-Spence 
 
It has been great to see so many of our Year 7 students participating fully in our co-curricular 
programme. So many of them are regular members of Debate Mate, Chess Club or Vox Choir 
which has been a huge highlight of the autumn term.  Positive interactions with peers is essential 
to ensuring their school experience is as rich as it can be. This alongside our academic curriculum 
will ensure our Year 7 students are able to have the career and future of their choosing. I  look 
forward to seeing Year 7 back after the break to continue their AAA journey.

 
Year 8 – Ms. Salah 
 
I am so proud of the community we are building in the Year 8 team. It has been great to see so 
many of our students working hard and demonstrating our S.T.A.T.E values. So many of them 
have adapted maturely to the changes and have been a credit to me and Ms. Briggs. We feel 
privileged to be able to work with such talented and diligent young people. To all our Year 8 
students, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year with your loved ones.  

 
 
Year 9 - Ms. Peters 
 
A huge well done to all Year 9 students for the successful completion of the First Give Project! It 
was great to see so many innovative ideas come to life, and to see each tutor group working so 
hard to promote awareness for their chosen charities. A huge shout out to the Y9 students who 
presented in the live final! I want to give a special shout out to Sasha and Alex who really stepped 
out of their comfort zones when presenting in front of a live audience and panel of judges. 
Congratulations to 9 Hill who won and represented Acton Homeless Concern who will now 
receive the £1000 cheque from First Give! We could not be prouder of each and every one of our 
students. Have a well-rested break and we look forward to hitting the ground running on your 
return in January. Stay safe and enjoy. 
   

 
Year 10 – Mr. Birch 
 
Our Year 10 have managed to successfully complete their first term as GCSE students. It has been 
challenging for some but for the majority I have seen great tenacity shown throughout lessons. I 
want Year 10 to reflect on their efforts this term and set some S.M.A.R.T goals for the new year. 
Please remind them that the true test of a person's character is doing the thing when no one is 
watching. Enjoy the holidays and I look forward to seeing all of Year 10 in January. 

 
  

 
Year 11 – Mr. Davis 
 
Year 11 have managed to reach the end of their first term! I know after six months off it has not 
been easy, but so many persevered and pushed through. Our Year 11 had two weeks of exams in 
November which proved just how resilient and focused they all are. So many members of our 
staff community have been full of praise for all the hard work and behavior shown by Year 11 
throughout the mock exam period. So many of our Year 11 students have now applied for 6th 
forms and colleges and are now determined to reach their goals.  
Parents, please continue to talk with your son and/or daughter about the next important steps of 
their future.  
Have a great Christmas. 
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AAA Community  
Photos from Drop Down Day 2 

 

 
 

 

Drop Down Day 2 
 
These are days where the normal timetable is 
suspended, and students spend more time intensively 
studying a curriculum area or developing a particular 

life skill.  Drop Down Day 2 took place on Tuesday 24th 
October 2020.   

             Ms. Briggs 
Assistant Principal 
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Staying Safe Over 
the Holidays  

 

This year more than any other we really want to 
encourage our students to stay safe over the holidays. 

 This will include: 
 

• Keeping social distancing with anyone outside of your 
bubble 

• Wearing face masks indoors in shops or other 
communal areas 

• Regular hand washing and sanitising  

However apart from Covid there are other ways to stay 
safe when not in school: 

• Be prepared- plan your route so you know where you 
are going 

• Hide your valuables 

• Be aware- don’t walk with your headphones in 

• Safety in numbers- stick with someone you know 

• Stick to busy and well-lit roads- go into a shop if you 

are worried about anything or anyone 

We know that social isolation can be an issue with 
students not allowed to meet in groups now and that 
this can lead to them spending long periods of time on 
social media or other technology. We would advise this 
to be limited to particular periods of time during the 
day. Instead they could do things such as going for a 
walk, reading a book or playing games (not online!): 
 
To help manage how they are following you can:  

• Sit down and talk with your children and see how they 

are feeling about the current situation 

• Keep mobiles/devices/tablets out of the bedroom to 

encourage a good night’s sleep 

• Use Childline’s ‘Calm Zone’ to help de-stress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
            Key behavior messages 

 
Uniform- We have been consistently 
impressed with the high standard of uniform 
this term, the vast majority of our students are 
always smart and look professional every day.  

• If you need to replace any uniform or school 

shoes, please do so over the holidays so 

students are ready for the first day of term 

• A reminder that no jewellery is allowed apart 
from one pair of stud earrings and any religious 

items 

• No hoodies are allowed at any time, students 

are allowed to wear a plain black sweatshirt for 

PE 

Punctuality 
It is really important that students are on time 
for school every day, if they are late they miss 
valuable learning time. Please encourage your 
child to leave enough time to get to school 
every morning taking into account trains or 
traffic. 
 
Relationships with staff 
We are working hard at AAA to develop all 
relationships between staff and students and 
always have the highest expectations for all. 
Students must always speak to adults in a 
polite and respectful way and staff will model 
this. If students receive a detention and believe 
there has been a mistake, they should use one 
of the following two responses with adults to 
avoid issues escalating: 

1. I’m sorry 

2. Please can we talk about this later 

Using this language models professional and 
mutually respectful relationships.  
 
We have had an excellent first term back this 
year and are looking forward to seeing all of the 
students in January after a restful holiday. 

Ms. Jacobs 
Vice Principal 
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Attendance News 

 

Regular school attendance is an important part of 
giving children the best possible start in life. Students 
who miss school frequently can fall behind with their 
work and do less well in exams. Good attendance also 
shows potential employers that a young person is 
reliable. 
Attendance and punctuality are important for your 
child's positive school experience. The academy is 
interested in being made aware of any issues or 
circumstances that may affect your child's ability to 
attend the academy on a regular basis. Punctuality is 
an important life skill that we need to teach our 
children. 
Students who attend school regularly have been shown 
to achieve at higher levels than students who do not 
have regular attendance. This relationship 
between attendance and achievement may appear 
early in a child's school career. According to the 
research, students who miss 10 percent of instructional 
days are placed at significant risk for academic and 
social challenges. This means, regardless of the reason 
for absence, students who miss 18 days over the year 
will likely be off-track in their learning. 
Although school attendance is mandatory from the 
start of the autumn term, there are some circumstances 
where pupils cannot attend school due to coronavirus 
(COVID-19). To make sure our academy record this 
accurately and consistently, we have followed the 
regulations of the governing school attendance 
registers to add a new category of non-attendance – 
'not attending in circumstances related to 
coronavirus (COVID-19)'.  
 
 
 

 

Tutor groups of the half term: 
 

7 Watkins - 96.65% 
   8 Anderson – 95.62% 

                9 Hill - 95.47% 
         10 Thomas- 96.77% 

(highest in the academy) 
               11Orwell - 95.39% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Successes to celebrate:   
- Well done to Year 7 and Mr Belgrave-Spence 
who still has the highest performing year 
group this half term for attendance.  
- In second place a shout out to Ms Peters and 
the Year 9 team that closely behind with a 
difference of 1.3%. 
- Shout out to Ms Salah and Year 8 who have 
improved Y8 attendance by 1.6% and this 
trend is still continuing.  
- Overall attendance is 91% (above current 
national average), well done for all students 
coming into school, some wo have faced 
challenging circumstances, but are really 
resilient and have shown true commitment by 
coming in every day.  
- Year 13 have exceptional attendance of 
95.11%! Well done to Ms Lok and the 6th form 
team. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Sooknanan 
Assistant Principal 
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SEND & Inclusion 
Department 
 
At Ark Acton Academy we are very proud to have 
a dedicated team of Inclusion staff working to 
support students in a variety of ways. Our team 
offers some in-class support; run targeted, small 
group interventions; work closely with the 
pastoral team; support with co-curricular 
activities; liaise with parents, carers and external 
agencies and also provide 1-to-1 support for our 
students.   
 
The Inclusion team are all very passionate about 
our roles at Ark Acton Academy and would like to 
take this opportunity to tell you all a bit more 
about us.  
 
Ms Dholabhai – Deputy SENDCo 
 
I grew up in Calgary, Canada, and moved to 
London in 2011. I have a BEd in Elementary 
Education and qualifications in supporting 
students with Dyscalculia and Dyslexia. 
 
I chose to become a teacher because it intrigued 
me to learn about how others learn and what 
challenges some students face on a daily basis.  I 
wanted to help those students to overcome and 
understand their difficulties.  
 
I am proud to be part of the Ark Acton Inclusion 
team (and have worked here since I moved to 
England!) because I feel we are a group of 
individuals who genuinely care for the well-being 
and progress of students with SEND and will do 
everything possible to ensure they receive the best 
support. 
 
My top tip for students: Be organised with your 
time and work.  Make a to-do list.  Break each task 
down into small steps, and check them off as you 
complete them.  You will feel a sense of 
accomplishment and success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         Ms Johnson – SEND Administrator  

 
I have worked at the school since September 
2004. I am a music graduate with voluntary 
hospital lay chaplaincy experience. I am 
passionate about ensuring students receive 
the  
support they need to thrive in school and 
work very closely with our external 
professionals (such as counsellors, therapists 
and psychologists) to help students access 
their sessions and get the most out of the 
support available to them. 
 
My top tip for students: Have a go at 
everything - it’s fine to make mistakes – and 
ask for help when unsure – there will be 
other students who aren’t clear what they 
should be doing. 
 
Ms Benawra – Teaching Assistant  
 
I have been working in the school for over 15 
years. I am proud to be part of the Ark Acton 
SEND team because of the valuable support 
we offer our pupils. My favourite lessons to 
support in are Maths and English lessons. I 
am passionate about helping pupils gain the 
basic reading, writing and numeracy skills 
that they will need to progress throughout 
their lives. 
 
My top tip for students: Identify the topic 
or subject you are struggling with and break 
this topic down into small chunks. First, 
focus on the most basic level of difficulty and 
don’t worry about the next chunk until you 
have mastered it. You will gradually progress 
to more advanced topics before you know it.  
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SEND & Inclusion 
Department 

 
 
Ms Awal – Teaching Assistant 
 
I have worked at Acton for 4 years. During this 
time, I have had the opportunity to experience the 
role of a maths TA, an instructor and an Inclusion 
TA.  
 
My favourite lessons to support in are Maths 
lessons as I genuinely believe that studying maths 
can unlock a student’s problem-solving skills and 
develop their logical reasoning. 
  
The Ark Acton Inclusion team are like a family! 
Each member is respected and valued for what 
they bring to the department and I have learnt so 
much from them. I am proud to be part of a team 
that is incredibly driven towards helping our 
students with special educational needs be the best 
that they can be. 
 
My top tip for students: Do not give up! 
Remember that the struggle you may be facing 
today will inevitably develop the strengths you 
need for tomorrow! 
 
Ms Thethi – Teaching Assistant  
 
I joined the Ark Acton Inclusion team just over a 
month ago but prior to joining Ark I have worked 
in variety of roles in Secondary Schools, gaining 18 
years of experience of working with students with 
additional needs. I have a passion for supporting 
students with their social, emotional and mental 
health needs. I joined Ark Acton to use all my 
experience to help students reach their full 
potential.  
 
English is my favourite subject to support in 
because I believe fluency in English language is 
essential foundation for success in all subjects. 
 
My top tip for students: One tip I would give to 
our students struggling with their work is to never 
give up as there is always help available, all they 
need to do is never be afraid to ask for it. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Van Rugge – Teaching Assistant  
 
I have been at Ark Acton Academy for a year. 
Prior to that, I worked as an architectural 
designer both here in London and in 
Australia. I regularly use the knowledge I 
gained from studying a Masters in 
Architecture when supporting students in 
Geography and Maths. I have always enjoyed 
maths so enjoy supporting in these lessons, 
but I also absolutely love learning new things 
during history and geography lessons.  
 
I am passionate about working with people 
and wanted to be a TA as it gives me the 
opportunity to inspire and support young 
people to achieve their goals. 
 
My top tip for students: Doing practice 
questions can help build your confidence and 
skills for exams.  
 
Ms Lucas – SENDCo 
 
I started my teaching career as an RE teacher 
and have since completed the national award 
for Special Needs Coordination and 
undertaken a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Vulnerable Learners and Inclusion.  
 
I am proud to work at Ark Acton Academy as 
we are a truly inclusive, community school 
and are always striving to find new ways to 
support our students. The Inclusion team is 
truly committed to working with teachers to 
ensure all students are able to access the 
curriculum and all other opportunities Ark 
Acton has to offer. 
 
My top tip for students: Celebrate your 
differences! Everyone is unique, individual 
and has their own strengths. Receiving help 
and support is not a sign of weakness but 
simply shows how determined you are to 
make the most of your future. 
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Teaching & Learning 

We have got off to a great start this term and it has 
been so pleasing to see our students back in school 
working hard. This year, all departments are 
focusing on how to develop our students’ literacy. 
Research informs us that students who are able to 
read fluently and write in an academic register 
achieve well in their exams. Teachers have selected 
extended reading texts to include in their lessons 
to give students more practice at reading. 
Alongside our focus on reading, teachers have 
created a list of vocabulary to teach students in 
order to develop an academic voice. One of the 
aspects of writing that students find difficult is 
writing accurate complex sentences, which also 
include the target vocabulary. Teachers have been 
using their visualisers to model for students how 
to do this; it has been a pleasure to look at 
students’ work in department planning time and 
see the quality of students’ writing improve this 
term.  
  
One way that you could support our students with 
developing their literacy is to build in time at home 
for reading. We know that the more students read, 
the wider their vocabulary, the better grades they 
achieve. Another way of supporting at home is to 
quiz the students on the vocabulary they have been 
learning. Year 11s are used to making flashcards as 
part of their revision strategy but it is never to 
early for students to be making flashcards for their 
different subjects. On one side, put the vocabulary 
choice; on the other side, write a question or a hint 
to act as a memory cue. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Reading at AAA 

One of the things that we pride ourselves on 
at Ark Acton is the time we spend working 
on improving students’ reading ability. If 
our students are to compete with those at 
the best private schools, we need to ensure 
that every student leaves us as a confident 
reader, so that they can join the community 
of educated citizens. This is why we have 
built our morning reading sessions into the 
school day - so that every student has the 
opportunity to practice reading in a safe 
environment. 
 
We have also started running a number of 
reading interventions that are designed to target 
those whose reading age is behind their year 
group. These groups will be working through 
various literacy and phonics programmes that 
will enable them to catch up with their peers, 
meaning that no student is left behind. 
 
 
 

 
It is important, however, that reading is not 
limited to the classroom. There are a number 
of things that you can do to support your child 
in developing their reading ability at home. 
They will make more progress if you: 

 

• Read to/with your child every day for 15 
minutes 

• Visit websites such as booktrust.org to help 
them find appropriate books to read 

• Check that your child has a reading book every 
week 

• Encourage your child to visit the school library 
to take out books 
 
All of these things will help your child to make 
progress and help us ensure that they leave us 
as a confident reader who is able to participate 
fully in society. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Ms. Light 
Vice Principal 
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Remote Learning 

 

Ensuring that all our students can access learning 
online and be part of their lessons through remote 
learning has been a priority for the academy this term.  
In these unprecedented times our students must 
continue to receive high quality teaching to ensure that 
they do not become disadvantaged.    
This term we have ensured that all students have access 
to a device to enable them to learn at home both for 
independent study and also on those occasions when 
they have had to self-isolate.  Students across all year 
groups have been trained in how to log in and use the 
many online platforms that we use to support their 
learning.  Students have logins for Hegarty Maths 
which is an excellent online resource to support 
students with developing their Maths skills.   Science 
teachers have been setting work using Educake and 
there is healthy competition amongst students to 
complete the many activities on this platform.  Seneca 
Learning is also used by the students and offers very 
useful and important quizzing across all subjects. 
To help parents and students we have created a guide 
to remote learning and this can be found on our school 
website.  Included with this there are videos that show 
parents and students how to use these different online 
learning tools.   
 
https://arkacton.org/curriculum/remote-learning-
and-teaching 
 
As well as using the online platforms many students 
have used MS Teams to join their lessons due to the 
need to isolate.  This has allowed students to study the 
same content as their peers and to engage in the lesson 
activities.  The curriculum books that students use in 
class have been uploaded in to Show My Homework so 
that they are available to students for use with their 
remote lessons.  Teachers have used our homework 
platform, Show My Homework, to set and check the 
written work from students attending the lessons 
remotely.  Students studying from home have been able 
to follow their normal timetable of lessons at the 
normal time. 
Show My Homework is a really useful tool for parents 
to support their child with their learning.   Parents can 
set up a parent account in Show My Homework so that 
they can monitor their child’s completion of the work 
set.  Guidance for how to set up a parent account is 
given in the guide to remote learning on the academy 
website.  
                                
 
                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://arkacton.org/curriculum/remote-learning-and-teaching
https://arkacton.org/curriculum/remote-learning-and-teaching
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Academic Curriculum 

Spring 1 Fertile Q’s 

English 

Year 7:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream: What is 
Shakespeare saying about love?  
 
Year 8: The Tempest: How should power be 
handled? 
   
Year 9: Romeo and Juliet: Why do Romeo and Juliet 
die?  
 
Year 10: How can ambition be a tragic flaw? 
 
Year 11:  How can writers use language to convey 
emotion or changes in character? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maths 
 

Year 7: Which triangle or quadrilateral gives the 
maximum area? 
 
Year 8: Are figures always fact? 
 
Year 9: How did an ancient Greek engineer construct 
with precision? 
 
Year 10: Do all equations always have a solution? 
 
Year 11: What rules apply to both number and 
algebra? 
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Science  

 

The fertile questions we are studying in Science 

(Biology, Chemistry and Physics) next term are as 

follows: 

Year 7: How do different organisms on our plant 
affect each other? 
 
Year 8: How does photosynthesis produce sugars 
and how do organisms use this? 
 

Year 9:  
Biology – How can humans ensure a sustainable 
environment? 
 
Chemistry - How do we work out the concentrations 
of an unknown solution? 
 
Physics – How can we meet our energy demands 
without impacting the environment. 
 

Year 10: 
In the Spring term year 10 scientists will explore the 
following questions, in Biology students will be delving 
into how useful microorganisms are to life;  in 
Chemistry how the fundamentals of rates of reactions 
can determine the yield of products produced and in 
Physics how the use of radioactive substances can 
provide a benefit to society but may also pose as a 
danger? 
 
Fertile Q’s 
 

- How are materials recycled through different 
organisms? 

- How can reaction rates be maximised to yield 
useful products? 

- How can radioactivity be both a use and a 
danger? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11:  
In Spring term year 11 will explore the following 
questions, in biology students will look how genetics 
code for characteristics, in chemistry they will study 
about the most crucial element to life and its 
widespread use and in physics how knowledge of 
electricity can be merged with magnetism to 
produce many of the machinery we use today.  

 

     Fertile Q’s 

- How do organisms reproduce? 
- Why is carbon such as important element to 

life? 
- How can electricity be used to strengthen a 

magnet?  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

  

         



Ark Acton Academy Newsletter Autumn 2020 

12 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The science department is using a new online 
homework platform called Educake. This tool 
uses quizzing to assess students’ current and 
prior learning of content and helps reinforce 
their science knowledge base. Students get 
instant feedback after completion of the quizzes 
and we as teachers get useful data to support 
students in class.  
The quizzes are set weekly and must be 
completed before the due date.  
Please support us by ensuring your children are 
completing the quizzes and going through extra 
questions to aid their revision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our top Educake users for this half term are: 

Year Name of 
student 

Number of 
questions 
answered 

7 Abdullah Ali 882 
8 Tasneem Sharaf 705 
9 Adrina Tahsin 

Zadeh 
506 

10 Stefaniya 
Vasilevska 

1145 

11 Ajan Raki 679 

 

Our top Educake users since the start of the 

academic year are: 

Year Name of 
student 

Number of 
questions 
answered 

Number of 
extra 

questions 
they set 

themselves 
7 Amanuel 

Degu  
2290 1662 

8 Laya Harb 2525  
9 Ashvinder 

Kaur 
1197 228 

10 Maslinia 
Salahuddin 

3287 1860 

11 Mohamed 
Kamel 

3745 2735 

 
Year group performance (number of questions 
answered since September 2020) 

 
Year Number of questions 

answered in total 
7 38,069 
8 38,851 
9 62,272 

10 68,377 
11 130,686 
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Social Science, Business & 

Economics 

Sociology  

Year 10: Does the nuclear family benefit everyone 

equally?  

Year 11: Is Britain meritocratic?  

Year 12: How do sociologists study society?  

Year 13: Does society exist in conflict or consensus?  

 

Psychology 

Year 12: Can psychology explain the Holocaust?   

Year13: How do psychologists explain criminality 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

Year 7: How far did Normans bring a 'truckload of 
trouble' to England after 1066? 
 
Year 8: How 'dark' was the story of Africa before 
slavery? 
Year 9: Were the alliances systems responsible for the 
outbreak for the First World War? 
 Year 10: How far did ideas about medicine change in 
the years 1250-1700? 
 Year 11: How have historians interpreted life in Nazi 
Germany? 
  
Year 12: China: How and why did Mao launch the 
Cultural Revolution? 
Russia: To what extent was the Communist 
government in total control of people between 
1917-85? 
reforms? 
                                 
 
 
 
                                                                 

Business studies 

Year 10: What sources of finance are available 

to businesses?  

Year 11:  How do businesses develop and promote 

their brand?  

Year 12: What is marketing?  

Year 13: What is the impact of globalisation on 
businesses?  
 
Economics:  

Year 12: How do national and international 
economies interact?  
Year 13:  What impacts upon the demand and 
supply of labour? What are the influencing factors of 
costs to a firm?  

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoversociology.co.uk%2Ftheory%2Fis-sociology-a-science&psig=AOvVaw0bC89Rk16Zw1mtHWp8uoJB&ust=1603141448840000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDposOFv-wCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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 Geography 

 
Year 7: Why does the population of countries change 
over time?                       
 
Year 8: How and why are Tropical Rainforests so 
diverse?                                        
 
Year 9:  How has Russia changed over time both 
physically and socially? 
 
Year 10:  Why are biomes important for sustaining 
global and local processes? 
 
Year 11: How have erosion processes shaped our 
coastline? 

Art 
In the Spring Term our students are studying:  
 
Year 7 
How can music and colour shape artwork? 
Year 8 
How do the formal elements of art shape our drawing 
skills? 
Year 9:  
How does the use of different medium affect my 
observation work? 
Year 10:  
How does analysis of an artist’s work teach us to 
respond? 
Year 11:  
How does an artist’s work inspire an artist?  
 
 

RE 
 
Year 7: What does Buddhism teach us about 
believing, thinking and living? 

Year 8: What does Judaism teach us about believing, 
thinking and living? 
Year 9: What does Islam teach us about believing, 
thinking and living? 

Year 10: What are Christian beliefs and the tensions 
that undermine them? 
Year 11: What are beliefs and practices that underpin 

Christianity?  
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Co-Curriculum News 
 
 
Year 11- Drop Down Day – Ebacc subjects 
 
Year 11 Drop Down Day saw our students focusing on 
the EBacc subjects.  At Ark Acton we strive to ensure 
students gain strong grades in the EBacc suite of 
subjects.   Having spent Drop Down Day 1 working on 
knowledge and skills in English and Maths, the second 
day was dedicated to strengthening knowledge in 
History and Geography.   
 
In Geography students participated in a skills 
workshop to develop their fieldwork techniques. Due to 
changes in the exam structure for 2021 there is now 
emphasis on unseen fieldwork. To prepare for this, 
students studied different types of fieldwork and the 
validity of findings from these.  Students also carried 
out sophisticated data presentation methods such as 
radar graphs and dual bar graphs.  Their analytical 
skills were developed through in depth analysis of the 
data gathered.  These analytical skills will carry 
students through into further education and 
employment where data forms a significant part of the 
modern world. 
 
 
 
Year 10 – Drop Down Day -  Careers  
 
Year 10 have gained a wealth of experience in writing 
their CVs during DDD2 by following a vigorous lecture 
series from Eton College Learning platform, Eton X. 
The purpose is to prepare our students to look for work 
experience in the Summer 2021. Students learned 
about how to write a strong CV and form their own 
narrative and market themselves in the most 
competitive manner. In addition, it was great to see 
them begin to develop their interview skills during role 
play activity. Overall DDD2 have been a great success 
to all our students. 
 
Resources for virtual work experience 

Virtual-Work-Experience-leaflet-1.pdf 

Virtual-work-experience-links-1 (1).pdf 
For help finding high-quality work placements, visit 
the Mayor’s Fund for London’s Access 
Aspiration website: http://access-
workplacements.org/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://arkacton.org/sites/default/files/Virtual-Work-Experience-leaflet-1_0.pdf
https://arkacton.org/sites/default/files/Virtual-work-experience-links-1%20%281%29_0.pdf
http://access-workplacements.org/
http://access-workplacements.org/


Ark Acton Academy Newsletter Autumn 2020 

16 

 

 

 

 
Year 9 – Drop Down Day - First Give 
 
The second Drop Down Day for Year 9 was part 2  of 
First Give. Students were able to work in groups to put 
together inspirational presentations which included 
the social action they carried out and details of why 
their chosen charity was most deserving of the £1000 
cheque. Our students presented to a panel of judges 
and live in front of their year group. Students 
represented the following charities: 
 
9 Hill –Acton Homeless Concern 
9 Horowitz– CAPE – Mental Health Charity 
9 Ibbotson – Southall Black Sisters 
9 Ness – Victim Support 
9 Yoon – MIND 
 
The winning charity this year was Acton Homeless 
Concern who will receive the £1000 cheque from First 
Give as a result of the work of 9Hill.  
 
 
 
Year 8 – Drop Down Day - A Different 
Conversations 2  
 
It was inspiring and moving to hear the personal 
reflections of our year 8 students and their amazing 
tutors during our final day of A Different Conversation. 
On our first Drop Down Day we talked about Can we 
be comfortable being uncomfortable? and Should 
privilege have a colour? The programme is designed to 
help students to navigate the difficult topic of racism 
and teach them ways to become anti-racist by asking 
on day two How can I be an Ally? and  Are we Stronger 
Together?   
Since 2017, all schools have had a duty to ‘actively 
promote’ and embed British values. One of the four 
British values is ‘Respect and Tolerance’ and explicit 
within this is a requirement to ensure students are 
taught to appreciate Britain’s diverse religious, cultural 
and racial differences. The killing of George Floyd 
brought to the forefront yet again the disparity in 
access to justice for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) groups, but specifically in this recent context, 
for Black people. We have invested in the resource ‘A 
Different Conversation’ to help us at Ark Acton 
Academy facilitate and navigate a potentially sensitive 
issue with our students about racism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ms Briggs and Ms Warwick-Ittu wanted to 
provide a response to these issues that are 
meaningful and positively bring together our 
school and community. As you may remember 
we provided resources for our students and 
parents during lockdown to help everyone 
navigate their response to the killing of George 
Floyd and subsequent Black Lives Matter 
protests and we think it is important that our 
students know we were not reacting but in fact 
opening up a dialogue that will improve 
individual lives as well as the life of our school 
and our community.  
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Year 7 – Drop Down Day - PE & Wellbeing  
 

On Tuesday the 24th November the year 7 
students had a fun packed day of sport and 
physical activity where they participated in a 
variety of activities including Yoga, trampolining 
and softball. The aim was to introduce the 
students to activities they may not have 
experienced before and activities that are available 
to them for their wellbeing and fitness from home.  
 
The day was a huge success with students working 
well together, challenging themselves to overcome 
unknown tasks and activities- and for some the 
fear of the trampoline. The coaches and teachers 
spoke really highly of the level of engagement from 
the students and we are looking to introduce some 
clubs in these activities, when we feel we can safely 
do so.  
 
Well done to all of the year 7 students and form 
tutors who took part during the day. We cant wait 
to organise and run another day of new events- 
watch this space. 
 
See the poster on page 18 for the London 
Trampoline Academy who are based at Ark Acton 
in the evenings. They would love to see new 
individuals coming along, so why not give it a go! 
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Debate Mate 
 
This term over 60 students from year 
groups 7-10 have been engaging in 
weekly debate training with the 
outstanding Debate Mate 
organisation. Although this year’s 
Debate Mate is a little unusual due to having to go to 
virtual sessions, the students have shown the same 
dedication and open-mindedness which has resulted in 
clear progression being made in terms of their 
confidence, presenting skills, critical thinking and 
ability to persuade. I would like to especially shout-out 
our Debate Mate Graduate School students for the 
exceptional work they are doing independently on 
Saturdays. They are students who excelled in Debate 
Mate last year, and are now operating and debating at 
a much higher level than before. Moreover, they have 
recently engaged with the ‘UBS – Classroom to 
Boardroom Programme’, which saw them work 
closely with members of staff with UBS on tackling 
social issues at a community level. All students who 
work with Debate Mate are learning the art of 
presenting themselves in a positive light, while working 
toward becoming social leaders of the future. This is a 
high-impact club where students develop skills that 
they will find useful throughout their lives, while also 
giving students a chance to develop an edge over their 
counterparts in an ever increasingly competitive job 
market.   
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Student Leadership News 

 
Student Council 
 
The Student Council is up and running and in full 
swing. This term students were nominated by their 
form to represent them, to voice their ideas in shaping 
the future of the school. Twice every term student 
council reps meet with their head of year to relay their 
ideas to the Senior Leadership Team. So far the 
students have come up with some really innovative and 
exciting ideas that we hope to implement next term. 
Some of the issues raised evolve around littering, ideas 
for new clubs, being more ecofriendly and being more 
inclusive.  
We are looking forward to continuing this next term 
and are excited to hear of the new ideas students have 
through year 7 to 13. 
 
 
 
 
Announcement of Senior Student Leadership 

Team 
 
It has been a tough selection process for our senior 
student leadership this term. I am delighted to 
announce Rafi El-Dabl has been appointed as Head 
Student, Hassana Elbably has been appointed for 
Deputy Head Student; Siidcali Yusuf as Head Prefect, 
Emily Page as Deputy Head Prefect; Masarah 
Mohamaad and Ruquaya Mustaf Ibrow as Joint Head 
of Oxbridge and Russell Group Committee; Zefa 
Ibrahim and Kayniyan Trotman as joint Director of 
Fundraising and Finance. Muna – Head of Primary 
school committee, Oki Salami & Conrad Mullins as 
Joint Head of Diversity Committee 
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I want to use this opportunity to share with you 
Siidcali’s winning proposal as Head Prefect. Read 
below.  
 
My fundraising idea is titled ‘Hire a sixth former’ and 
involves an inexpensive tutoring scheme. This will 
provide the opportunity for year 10s and 11s to clear 
any doubts on core subjects whilst improving their 
grades in preparation for upcoming exams. 
Consequently, sixth formers will gain tutoring 
experience which will be useful in the strengthening of 
their university application as well as CVS . To abide 
with social distancing regulations this scheme will be 
held online.  
  
Participants will be able to access the scheme through 
an online application process which will be found on 
the school website. The application process will involve 
an online transaction. After completing the 
application, a link will be sent to their personal email 
through which they can access the meeting. To provide 
a better incentive for attending the fundraiser links can 
be shared with friends and classmates.  
  
Junior and senior perfects will be split into two teams. 
One team will be responsible for overlooking the chat 
and deleting irrelevant messages whilst another team 
will be responsible for relaying questions that 
participants may have throughout the demos.  
This fundraiser can be utilised as a marketing 
opportunity for the school by making applications 
accessible to other schools. Ark schools will be 
informed about the scheme via emails that will be sent 
through miss Lok in order to use her connections to our 
advantage. This will offer their students the chance to 
participate whilst promoting and advertising our 
school. Students from our school will be told about the 
scheme through assembly and word of mouth as 
opposed to poster and flyers for an eco-friendlier 
approach to advertising.  
To increase the school’s social media presence local 
newspapers can be informed about the scheme to 
spread awareness about the actions are school are 
taking to ensure that the impact covid-19 has on 
student can be reduced as much as possible. This would 
publicise our efforts allowing us to amass a potential 
following on platforms such as Twitter.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             Promoting British values:  

• Allow student to have a say when the student 
council makes major changes so as to give them 
a sense of control over the future of the school.  

• Start a debating club so that students learn how 
to argue and defend their views preparing them 
for the real world.  

• Holding “traditional days” where students will 
be able to represent their culture and beliefs 
through either a presentation or by bringing in 
cultural snacks. This will teach them to respect 
and enjoy the diversity of the school they 
attend   

• The execution of the behaviour system should 
be kept constant throughout the schools so as 
not to confuse students whilst preparing them 
for the real-world justice system.  

• have a code of conduct for students to follow to 
outline the boundaries set down by the school  

• teaching students about their human rights to 
make them aware of their worth   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Lok 
Assistant Principal 
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Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
This term has seen the enrolment of 28 year 10 
students on this prestigious course. Already they have 
planned a day walk in Richmond park which we are 
hoping to complete next month, Covid restrictions 
permitting. The group have also been learning basic 
first aid which has included how to put on a sling, treat 
burns, scalds and bleeding, and how to give emergency 
resuscitation as we are lucky enough to have four 
practice dolls at school. Next term, we will be planning 
further walks as well as learning campcrafts such as 
how to cook outdoors, and put up tents. A big thank you 
to Mr Casey who has joined our sessions  to help the 
group and hopefully continues next term to enjoy the 
culinary delights of year 10 cooking skills! 
Ms. Ryan 
Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 

The Community and Us 

 
We know it’s a very difficult time for many of us at the 
moment and we believe community has never been 
more important than it is right now. Moving into the 
new term and new year we want to look at ways to 
support our community and for those who can to 
support Ark Acton and our amazing students. We are 
already working behind the scenes working on what’s 
possible in the current climate. We can’t currently run 
our amazing summer and winter show cases or put on 
our fun filled winter fair (all of which we hope will 
return next year) but we do want to look at what we can 
do now and what will be possible in the future.  
If you are interested in joining Ark Acton’s Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) or have ideas for events or 
fundraisers, please do get in touch at 
info@arkacton.org  If you would like to make a 
donation or discuss how we can support the 
community please do contact us.  
 
We are working with families who may be finding this 
time of year difficult with school closing for 2 weeks 
and businesses closing again, we would love to help 
more families but to do this we do need your help so as 
we have said above if you have any time, ideas, 
donations please do get in touch with Ms. Moran or Ms. 
Briggs to discuss this further and we will be in contact 
in the new year.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our community! 
Thank you to an anonymous donor who has 

very kindly donated £500 
Thank you to the parent (and family) who 
own a local business and want to discuss 

making a donation in the new year 
We will keep you updated on how these 

donations are used to support our students 
 

We hope you have a restful break and happy 
new year 

Ms. Moran & Ms. Briggs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fharriswhitesellconsulting.com%2Fhow-the-words-thank-you-help-build-a-positive-work-culture%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Y7bSDYO8VAazPOGG3URL4&ust=1608249118103000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDk5P7Y0-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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What's on?

Who is it 

for?

Where? Teacher in charge

Library Year 7 Library Ms Stocks

Art Club Year 7 Art 1 Ms Willey

Drama club Year 7 Drama 1 Ms Tate

Chess Year 10 Lab 11 Mr Mvubu

Science Homework Year 7 Bus. Studies Ms Mohamed

Inclusion club Year 7 Bus. Studies Ms Benawra/Ms Thethi

Library Year 8 Library Ms Stocks

EAL Homework Year 8 Graphics Mr Mouri

Chess Year 7 Maths 8 Mr Mvubu

Debate mate Year 10 Lab 7 Mr Francis

Debate mate Year 9 IT5 Ms Cartwright

Debate mate Year 8 Lang 1 Mr Casey

Debate mate Year 7 Eng 6 Ms Stocks

Science Homework Year 8 Bus. Studies Ms Mohamed

Inclusion club Year 8 Bus. Studies Ms Benawra/Ms Thethi

Library Year 9 Library Ms Stocks

EAL Homework Year9 Bus. Studies Mr Mouru

EAL Homework Year 7 ICT1 Ms Evans

Chess Year 8 Humanities 1 Mr Mvubu

VOX choir Year 7 Music 2 Caitlin Murphy

Art Club Year 10 Art 1 Ms Willey

Science homework Year 9 Bus. Studies Ms Mohamed

Inclusion club Year 9 Bus Studies Ms Benawra/Ms Thethi

Vocalise Year 7 Eng 5 Mr Bengco/Ms El Fassi

Library Year 10 Library Ms Stocks

EAL Homework Year 10 Bus.studies Ms Evans

Chess Year 9 DT3 Mr Mvubu

After school Duke of Edinburgh Year 10 lab 7 Ms Ryan

Science homework Year 10 Bus. Studies Ms Mohamed

Inclusion club Yar 10 Lab 11 Ms Benawra/Ms Thethi

Creative Media Year 11 ICT3 Ms Khalique

EAL Homework Year 11 ICT2 Ms Evans

Art Club Year 11 Art 1 Ms Willey

Science homework Year 11 Bus. Studies Ms Mohamed

Wednesday 

Lunchtime

Ark Acton Academy Spring term clubs 2021

Monday                     

Lunchtime

After school

Tuesday 

lunchtime

After school

After School

Thursday 

Lunchtime

Friday 

Lunchtime

After school

 After school clubs finish between 4:30 and 4:45 pm
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BHM Art Competition  
 
Students at KS3 created some inspirational work in 
response to the Art Department’s BHM competition. 
Their work was inspired by the artworks of Chris Ofili 
and Kehinde Wiley and produced to reflect aspects of 
BHM and BLM. 
Ms. Briggs was the final judge and we were 
delighted with the results! 
 
 
The top 3 pieces of work in each Year Group were: 
 

Year 7 
 

Burtu Khurelbaatar Y7 
Faisal Al Attas 
Layla Alrayes 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 8 

 
Daisy Pullen-Milne Y8 

Hristian Enev Y8 
Roxanne Ahmad Y8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 9 
 

Alena Amaoudoua  Y9 
Yasminah Lakay  Y9 

Badriyya Abdul Samad  Y9 
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Sixth Form News 

 
As the Head of Sixth Form, I am privileged to oversee 
the final chapter of our students' 7-year journey with 
us, the culmination of all our efforts. Here at Ark Acton, 
we have much to celebrate as students in both year 12 
and year 13 have achieved great things. Many students 
have taken part in first and second stage interviews for 
universities such as Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial 
College London. This is testament to the excellent 
super-curricular opportunities we provide.  Ruquaya in 
Year 12 has been awarded a place on the Kings Plus 
programme, a scheme that receives 25 applications for 
every single place available. Masarah is soon to begin 
the Imperial College STEM Potential programme and 
Rafi is excited to embark on UCL's Target Medicine 
mentoring scheme. In addition, fifteen Year 12 
students will begin their Reading scholar programme 
in January with University of Reading. Sam in Year 13 
is waiting to hear final decision from Georgia Institute 
of Technology in the US and also successfully been 
shortlisted for Cambridge University and Imperial 
College for studying Natural Science. 
The Professional Pathways students have completed 
their autumn subject conferences. All students engaged 
fully with both days and adapted well to the 'new way 
of working'. They showed professionalism and civility 
when conversing with business leaders and 
apprenticeship providers via Microsoft Teams.  
Although I am of course biased, I feel strongly that they 
outshone students from other schools and will have left 
a very positive impression.  The institutions and 
achievements mentioned above should fill us all with 
pride and remind us why Ark Acton Sixth Form is our 
students' natural first choice for post-16 study. Please 
discuss our successes with each other. Year 11 should 
also be aware that the application process has now 
begun. Application link here: 
https://arkacton.applicaa.com/2?skip_modal=true 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Lok 
Assistant Principal 

 

https://arkacton.applicaa.com/2?skip_modal=true

