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Dear Parents and carers, 
 
Welcome to our Spring 2 newsletter. It has been wonderful to have been able to have all our 
students back onsite for the past few weeks and to be able to teach in our classrooms once 
more.  
 
I want to thank and congratulate you all for all of the hard work and support you have 
provided during the school closures. Our students have hit the ground running and the 
school has felt very calm and positive. This is due to all of the work you supported them with 
during the closure. I hope that you are equally pleased to have them back in school now.  
 
The current big issue facing all schools is the awarding of GCSE, BTEC and A-Level grades 
this summer. Needless to say we have a very clear plan and timeline in place that we have 
shared with the relevant students and parents and carers.  
 
I do hope that you enjoy reading this newsletter and seeing all of the great things our young 
people have been up to.  
 
With best wishes for a happy and safe holiday. 
 
Mr Knight 
 
      

March  2021 

Newsletter Edition 4~ 31-3-2021 

Mr Knight 
                         Principal 
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AAA Community 
Messages from the HoY 

Year 7 – Mr Belgrave-Spence 
 
Year 7 welcomed the start of the new term in unusual fashion yet adapted remarkably well. A 
major part of this success was down to you. Your patience and communication played a 
pivotal role in enabling students to access their online learning. Thank you for your support 
during the third lockdown. The summer term will consist of multiple extra-curricular clubs.  
Each club will provide endless opportunities for students to learn new skills and ignite new 
passions.  Please urge your child to get involved and embark on something new.  I can assure 
you; participation will enhance their educational journey.  
 
Year 8 – Ms. Salah 
 
It has been so wonderful having our Year 8 students back in the building. The positive attitude 
they have shown to learning has been commendable post -lockdown. Students have shown a level 
of maturity which is needed to ensure they embody our school values. I look forward to the 
summer term where they can continue to grow and have experiences which shape their futures 
here at Ark Acton. 

 

 

Year 9 – Ms. Peters 
 

Year 9 have continued to be a success at the school. We have the highest attendance and our 
students have made the most out of being back at school. It has been great to see them showing 
tenacity during lessons and being polite and respectful students around the school. Thanks for 
your continued support and I look forward to working with you and year 9 in the summer term.   
 
 

 

Year 10 – Mr. Birch 
 
As Head of Year 10, I have been so proud of the way in which your children have confidently 
returned to school after another lengthy lockdown. Teachers and senior leaders have fed back 
that they have been calm around the school and engaging well in learning. I have reminded Year 
10 that soon they will be moving into their final GCSE year and this is a crucial period in their 
learning. I have also asked that they begin to think about their future studies and begin a dialogue 
with staff, parents and carers about what they would like to go on to do in further education or 
training. Please can I ask that you use this Easter break to start these conversations with your 
child. Have a great break and I look forward to welcoming year 10 back for the summer term 

 

      Year 11 – Mr. Davis 
 

I am so proud of year 11 this term, they have been outstanding in the way they conducted 
themselves throughout lockdown and the return back to school. I would describe them as 
resilient, tenacious and ambitious which has been displayed in their conduct. As well as working 
extremely hard this term the year group have also found time in their busy timetable to apply 
for 6th forms and colleges.  
 
I would also like to thank you for continuous support and encouragement you have given your 
child as they go through this life changing time. 
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AAA Community 
Photos from Spring 2 – Y10 Duke of Edinburgh 
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Behaviour  

Expectations  
  

 
Dear families, 
 
It has been such a pleasure to have all of our students 
back in school, we missed them! We have been so 
impressed by the behavior and attitude of the majority 
of our students, they have come back ready to learn and 
with a really positive attitude.  
 
Some key messages for all students:  
 

• To learn properly in class you need to track the 
teacher, not be fiddling with pens or other 
things, sit up straight and ask/answer 
questions. This is what your teacher means 
when they say STAR! We can’t learn properly if 
we are turning round, writing when the teacher 
is talking or looking through our bag. 

• If teachers give an instruction, it is really 
important you follow it the first time. They 
shouldn’t have to repeat themselves. If there is 
ever a problem, discuss this with the 
teacher/your tutor/your Head of Year after the 
lesson 

• If you are given a sanction, you have two 
options two respond 1- I am sorry. 2- Please can 
we talk about this later. This stops any issues 
from escalating but also gives you an 
opportunity if you want to discuss the incident.  

• Masks need to be worn over the mouth and 
nose at all times inside the building. Students 
must not pull this down over their chin. If 
government guidance on masks changes, we 
will update you.  

• Hoods should never be worn unless it is raining, 
hats must be taken off when the second whistle 
goes. 

• The school gate closes at 8.33, after this 
students are late. Please encourage them to 
leave earlier to ensure they don’t miss any 
learning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• If students have outgrown any shoes or uniform 
over the Spring term, please do use the Easter 
holidays to purchase any items needed so students 
are in full uniform on the first day back. If you 
have any issues with this, please email the Head of 
Year who can support and advise.  

 

Thank you for all of your support, we look forward 
to seeing all students in the summer term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Ms. Jacobs 

Vice Principal 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Farkacton.org%2Fwelcome%2Fprincipal-welcome&psig=AOvVaw1haj2DEE4xfpeUnYEeCzYA&ust=1617222342233000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDdn_ns2O8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Ark Acton Academy Newsletter Spring 2021 

5 

 

 

Attendance News 

 
Poor attendance and the devastating 

impact on GCSE grades 

 

Recent studies have revealed the huge impact poor 
attendance can have on a child’s GCSE grades.  The 
accumulative effect of poor attendance can be felt 
from low attendance even in year 7.  At Ark Acton we 
measure attendance as a percentage and expect all 
students to be 96% or higher.  If a student’s 
attendance drops below 94% it will be the equivalent 
of missing two weeks of school.  This will have a 
significant impact on their GCSE results: 

• Pupils with no absence are over twice as likely 
to achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grades 5-9 
including English and Mathematics. 

• Students with a rate of attendance lower than 95%, 
have a 50% lower chance of gaining 5 or more 
GCSEs at grade 5-9 including Maths and English.  

• Only 35% of pupils whose attendance is lower than 
90% gain 5 or more GCSEs including England and 
Maths. 

  
Please contact your child’s Head of Year if you would 
like any support with attendance. We want all 
children at Ark Acton to succeed and this can 
only happen if they are in school! 
 
Further information and practical tips for improving 
attendance can be found on the Parentkind website: 
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Parents/School-
attendance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What does good attendance? 
Good attendance is considered above 96%, or 
approximately no more than one day of absence 
each half term. as authorised when a child has 
been away from school for a legitimate reason. 
 
What is a persistent absence?  
This equates to a loss of 13 days across the year 
for a secondary school student. In many cases 
there will be legitimate reasons for not being 
in school. However, students who have 
unauthorised attendance are regarded as a red 
flag for achievement, routine and self-esteem.  
 
The consequence of a low percentage is serious 
and can result in parents receiving a penalty 
notice/fine. 
 
What have been our successes this term?  
Following lockdown 3 attendance has been 
steadily improving.  We still need it to improve 
further, but the rate is increasing.  Well done to 
the following tutor groups with the highest 
attendance rates: 
 

Year 
Group Form 

% 
Attendance 

7 Kelly 94.8 

8 Anderson 95.32 

9 Hill 93.83 

10 Thomas 97.29 

11 Salinger 94.89 

12 Aphrodite 95.49 

13 Helios 95.78 

 

 
                   Mr Phillips and Ms Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Parents/School-attendance
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Parents/School-attendance
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SEND & Inclusion 

Department 

It has been another successful term for the SEND 
and Inclusion department at Ark Acton Academy. 
Some of the highlights include: 

• Over 40 students have accessed some sort 
of counselling or therapeutic intervention 
though school 

• Our counsellors, Speech and Language 
therapists and Educational Psychologist 
are all back working onsite following the 
lockdown  

• Each of our Teaching Assistants have 
launched new interventions since we 
returned to school (ranging from touch 
typing to targeted numeracy to zones of 
regulation.) 

 
I also thought it would be useful to use this 
newsletter entry to share information and 
resources that could be helpful if your child has a 
mental health concern, special educational need 
and/or disability.  
 
Ealing Local Offer: The SEND Local Offer 
describes what is available locally for children, 
young people and families with special 
educational needs, and/or a disability. This 
includes services and provision offered through 
Ealing Council as well as other groups and 
organisations in the borough. 
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/
ealing/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchanne
lnew=0 
 
Ealing I SAID: Ealing I SAID! offers free, 
confidential, accurate and impartial advice 
and support to families living in Ealing with 
a child up to the age of 25 who has special 
educational needs or a disability (SEND). 
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-
we-do/children-families/send/isaid/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Looking after a child or young person’s 
mental health: Please book a GP 
appointment or seek advice from NHS 111 if 
you have concerns over your child’s mental 
health or wellbeing. If it is an emergency, 
please seek medical advice immediately. We 
have a range of therapeutic support on offer at 
Ark Acton Academy so please inform your 
child’s Head of Year if you have concerns 
about your child’s mental health. There is also 
a wealth of resources and information 
available online, this NHS website is a good 
place to start: 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-
mind-matters/childrens-mental-health/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Lucas 

Inclusion Manager & 
SENDco 

 

https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/send/isaid/
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/send/isaid/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/childrens-mental-health/
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Year 11 preparations for GCSE 

 

As you will be aware from the government 
announcement in February, this year’s GCSE 
results will be determined by teacher assessment 
rather than by the usual examinations.  Teachers 
across the Ark Network have been discussing the 
rigorous and robust process that will be gone 
through to ensure all students receive a grade that 
is a fair judgment of ability in each subject.  No 
student will be disadvantaged by the process of 
awarding teacher assessed grades. 

Teachers will only assess students on work that it 
is fair and reasonable to assess and will be content 
that teachers agree students have been taught to a 
level where they have the necessary knowledge 
and understanding.  A booklet detailing each 
subjects assessment timeline will be made 
available to parents via the academy website.  This 
booklet contains the key information needed to 
understand the content, timeline and process that 
will be followed to provide students’ GCSE grades. 

 

 

 

Students have been provided with revision 
materials and a revision timetable for the two 
weeks of the Easter break and they should use 
this time to prepare for their assessments.  
Although students will not sit the full range of 
exam papers for their GCSE grades they will 
still be assessed formally using exam style 
assessments and these will be taken under 
silent and formal conditions.  A series of 
assessments will take place over the period of 
a fortnight during May and these form a 
central part of the teachers’ judgment of 
grades.  Students should revise and prepare 
for these assessments the same way they 
would have done if sitting normal GCSE 
exams.   

Since school re-opened year 11 students have 
been working hard in class and have remained 
focused and committed to doing well in their 
assessments.  There is a calm air of 
scholarship as students prepare for the 
evidence assessments and a clear focus on 
what is needed to secure their sixth form and 
college placements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Stewart  

Vice Principal 
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Teaching & 
Learning 

 
  

Since coming back, we’ve been focused on 
ensuring all students rebuild the good learning 
habits that will underpin their eventual success 
at Ark Acton. We know that it is often these small 
habits that lay the foundations for productive 
work in the classroom, and ultimately lead to our 
students becoming the best possible version of 
themselves. 
Over the past three weeks we have focused on 
‘STAR’ – Sit up, Track the speaker, Ask and 
answer questions like a scholar, and Respect 
each other. Staff across the school have been 
insisting that students sit up to show their 
readiness to learn, and this has enabled us to get 
back to our normal, focused classroom 
environments very quickly! 
We’ll continue to work on these small routines 
over the next term, to ensure that all of our 
classrooms provide students with a calm, focused 
and productive learning environment. This will 
give our students all the chance to make up any 
ground lost over the last few months, so that they 
can still reach their full potential. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Burnage 
Assistant Principal 
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Co-Curriculum 
News 

 
Debate Mate 
 
We are delighted to announce that Debate Mate 
Programme will be going back to face-to-face sessions 
after Easter. As much as students have made fantastic 
progress in the remote sessions, it is impossible to not 
believe that with finally experience the full Debate 
Mate Programme in person, students will make even 
greater progress. These sessions will involve high-
achieving university students coming in and delivering 
sessions where students will master the art of Debate 
through small games and tasks all revolving around the 
ability to persuade, encourage, and inspire. Make note, 
Debate Mate will soon be just one of a number of things 
we offer to our students with regards to developing 
character. 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Mikhail in 10 Thomas who 
represented Ark Acton Academy at the digital 
regional finals which took place on 16th March. 
Mikhail presented in front of the following:  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Ms. Briggs 
Assistant Principal 
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Key information for parents 
 
 
Cashless Catering  
As per the information in last months newsletter the 
canteen has moved to a cashless system. If you have 
not yet registered for your iPay account, please 
contact info@arkacton.org for assistance. More 
information can be found on our Parent information 
page https://arkacton.org/key-
information/information-parents  
 
Chromebooks  
If your child needs a device to support with homework 
please contact us at info@arkacton.org  
 
My Child at School (MCAS)  
MCAS enables you to view your child's academic 
performance.  This portal allows exclusive access to 
your child's attendance, behaviour, reports and 
contact information, the following link will take you to 
the MCAS guide on our website 
https://arkacton.org/key-information/information-
parents  
If you need any assistance logging in or you need to 
request your login details, please contact 
info@arkacton.org  
 
Free School Meals  
If you would like to check eligibility and apply for 
FSMs, please click on the link and complete the form 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools. If 
you need any assistance with the form, please contact 
the office info@arkacton.org  
Winter Grant Scheme for Free School Meals – April 
2021 Please use the following link to access the letter 
from Ealing Council dated 22/03/21 
https://arkacton.org/news/letters-parentscarers  
 
Parent Comms  
School comms can be found under the News tab on 
our website https://arkacton.org/news/letters-
parentscarers  
 
COVID-19  
Please refer to the COVID page on our website for all 
COVID related comms and guidance 
https://arkacton.org/key-information/coronavirus-
updates  
info@arkacton.org will be monitored for the first 6 
days of the Easter break for all reports of positive 
cases so we can track and inform close contacts.  
Please ensure if you have collected a home testing kit 
you complete the tests as per the instructions over the 
Easter break and on the night before or the morning 
of your return to school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Testing of family members: Adults without 
symptoms who want to access rapid Covid-19 testing at 
home who are in a household with school-age children 
(including childcare and support bubbles) can collect 
test kits from their local authority AST or can order them 
online. 
 
Parent Data  
If you have changed address, updated your phone 
number or email please ensure you contact 
info@arkacton.org or log in to MCAS to inform us of 
the changes.  
 
Site Information   
Reception opening times: Monday – Friday 08:00 – 
17:00 
The school office is closed during the holidays  
Please do not attend site unless you have booked an 
appointment, or it is an emergency 
Masks must be worn when entering reception unless 
medically exempt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@arkacton.org
https://arkacton.org/key-information/information-parents
https://arkacton.org/key-information/information-parents
mailto:info@arkacton.org
https://arkacton.org/key-information/information-parents
https://arkacton.org/key-information/information-parents
mailto:info@arkacton.org
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/arkschools
mailto:info@arkacton.org
https://arkacton.org/news/letters-parentscarers
https://arkacton.org/news/letters-parentscarers
https://arkacton.org/news/letters-parentscarers
https://arkacton.org/key-information/coronavirus-updates
https://arkacton.org/key-information/coronavirus-updates
mailto:info@arkacton.org
https://arkonline.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef7afe149a0bca9ba00918fe6&id=8393ec98f1&e=3d1f5bbfdb
https://arkonline.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef7afe149a0bca9ba00918fe6&id=fa5c7479d7&e=3d1f5bbfdb
https://arkonline.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef7afe149a0bca9ba00918fe6&id=fa5c7479d7&e=3d1f5bbfdb
mailto:info@arkacton.org
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Online Safety at home  
 
Technology is hugely valuable for education, as well as 
a way to keep in touch with friends and family. 
However it’s important we all consider how we can help 
keep young people safer online during this lockdown, 
and always. Here’s some information about what your 
child may enjoy online and what you can do to help 
keep them safer: 
 

 
 
Young people often share images or ‘selfies’ and 
there is potential for some of those to be nude or 
nearly nude images. Young people share ‘nudes’ 
for a number of different reasons, and some 
situations are more risky than others.  
For information about the contexts in which 
images are shared and how best to respond, take a 
look at nude selfies: a parents guide. 

 
 Online gaming 

Online games are social 
activities, and most have features 
that allow young people to chat 
with others whilst they play.  
For information about the 
positives of gaming, the risks of 
‘in-game chat’ and measures you 
can take to help protect your 
child, watch this short video: 
 
In-game chat: a guide for parents 
and carers. 
 
 
 

Sharing images and 
videos 

More 
information?  

Thinkuknow is the 
education programme 
from the National Crime 

Agency’s Child Protection 
Command CEOP (NCA-
CEOP).  Their aim is to 
protect children and 
young people from sexual 
abuse online.  
For more information, 
advice and guidance, visit 
their parents website and 
download their home 
activity worksheets for 
fun, online safety 
activities to do with your 

family.  

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer online 

Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about the apps, games and sites they like to use, 
and what they like and don’t like and any concerns about being online. Discuss with them when to 
unfollow, block or report. For help starting this conversation, read having a conversation with your 
child.  

Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind your child they can always speak to 
you or an adult they trust if anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset. 
Remind them that they wont be in trouble at that you are there to help. For a breakdown of report 
services, visit: 
Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content online. 
 
Make sure they know about NCA CEOP: Young people can report a concern about grooming 
or sexual abuse to NCA CEOP at  https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get support from 
a specialist Child Protection Advisor. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5-ij1jm9K8&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5-ij1jm9K8&feature=emb_title
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
https://parentinfo.org/article/supporting-your-child-with-reporting-unwanted-content-online
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

