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Our vision for our Mastery Curriculum: 

 

Our curriculum design will enable pupils to develop a framework of knowledge and 

understanding in each subject area that provides a solid foundation for further study. 

 

Our curriculum will be planned backwards from university in each subject area, ensuring 

pupils master key learning before moving on. It will be a knowledge rich curriculum where 

what pupils are learning about is as important as the skills they are developing. More time 

for English and maths will ensure that pupils develop literacy and numeracy skills to a very 

high level. Assessments will test mastery of the content by requiring pupils to demonstrate 

their knowledge, understanding and application independently and in unseen contexts. 

Exam weeks will be held three times a year. End of year exams will test mastery of the whole 

year’s learning. Revision will be built into the curriculum because new problems are 

designed to draw upon and utilise prior learning. The focus on developing depth of 

understanding and mastery means that pupils will experience the deep satisfaction derived 

from grappling with and grasping challenging content, which in turn supports the 

development of a growth mindset. It also means that they will be developing a solid 

framework of understanding and set of skills that support all future learning in that subject 

area. The rigour of the curriculum will be reflected in the curriculum planning documents, 

high quality teaching, pupil work and the feedback that pupils receive.  

 

Purpose of our Curriculum Maps: 

Our curriculum maps are the cornerstone of our curriculum at Ark Acton. They show how 

content links across terms, year groups and key stages. They provide a clear, coherent and 

consistent map of content that is taught from Year 13 to Year 7 and they define with clarity 

the reasons for what we teach and why each of our subjects are an important part of our 

subject offer. They are the overview which is built on by our medium-term plans.   
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Ark Acton Art and Photography Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of studying 
Art and Photography at Ark 
Acton?    

 The purpose of studying Art and Photography at Ark Acton is for pupils to discover their unique creative language, and to 
explore ways of communicating this using a range of media and research.  
Students will learn the skills and be given the tools to express their ideas and concepts.   

Where does Art lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 Art can lead to further education through a Foundation Art course, where a variety of approaches in specialist areas can be 
explored.  This would naturally tend to lead to a University degree course in the preferred area of study: courses 
include Fashion, Architecture, Graphic design, Interior design, and Photography.  A future from here may also lead to work 
in a gallery or museum, web design, advertising, game design, marketing, tattoo artistry, film, set design, animation, book 
illustration, make-up artist, window dresser or ceramist.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

There has been a consistently high success story in A Level Photography. Both in this subject and in Fine Art, students are 
encouraged to develop their skills and explore their medium in their personal creative journey.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

In both Fine Art and Photography, students are guided through a two year GCSE study to the point where they can work 
independently and build on both their analytical skills and understanding in developing a project to a final outcome, to 
meet the criteria of the four Assessment objectives. Gallery Trips, walks, visits and photoshoots form part of the KS4 
experience.  
  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

 In Year 7 all students are introduced to the formal elements of line, shape and colour. They look at a range of artists, 
including the work of Kandinsky, Picasso and Turner and those within the context of art movements, such as Cubism. In 
Year 8 we explore landscapes in art using a range of media, including collage and clay.  Students will be developing their 
techniques in perspective and creating depth of space, looking at artists like Arthur Boyd, David Hockney and Henri 
Rousseau. In Year 9 students have the opportunity to build on their drawing skills, and explore and experiment with visual 
communication in the context of a GCSE framework. Students will be looking at the work of artists, including that of 
Michael Craig-Martin and Georgio Morandi.  
  

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 At primary school students should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. 
They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and 
wealth of our nation.  
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Ark Acton Art and Photography Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

How do we explore 
ideas through different 
media techniques 
and processes?  
  
Students will explore 
ideas for their personal 
investigation (Personal 
Study) making 
connections between 
their artist research, 
gallery visits and 
individual inspiration.  

How do we make 
connection between 
visual and other 
elements?  
  
The personal study will 
consist of a critical and 
analytical written piece 
of continuous prose 
making links to the 
students own 
practical investigations 
.  

How do we build on 
previous learning to inspire 
our personal response to 
the external assignment?  
  
Students will develop ideas 
through sustained and 
focussed investigations and 
continue to explore and 
refine ideas to present a 
meaningful response.  

How does our personal 
response realise our 
intentions and make 
connection between 
our artist research, 
gallery visits and 
individual outcome/s.  
  
Students evidence 
refinement of their 
ideas evidenced in 
sketchbooks and final 
outcome.   

Course complete.  Course complete.  
  

Year 
12   

How do we explore 
ideas through different 
media techniques 
and processes?  
  
Students will explore 
ideas and develop 
skills for their 
project making 
connections between 
their artist research, 
gallery visits and 
individual inspiration.  
  

How do we make 
connection between 
visual and other 
elements?  
  
Students 
will be making links an
d connections to 
their own 
practical investigations 
to produce a final 
outcome.  
  

How do we build on 
previous learning to inspire 
our personal response to 
the external assignment?  
  
Students will develop ideas 
through sustained and 
focussed investigations and 
continue to explore and 
refine ideas to present a 
meaningful response  

How does our personal 
response realise our 
intentions and make 
connection between 
our artist research, 
gallery visits and 
individual outcome/s.  
  
Students evidence 
refinement 
of their ideas evidenced 
in sketchbooks and final 
outcome.   

Course complete Course complete 

Year 
11   

How do we explore 
and independently 
select a project, 
building on our prior 
learning (selecting a 
topic from previous 

How do we 
develop our personal 
ideas informed 
by our contextual 
research and 

How do we build on 
previous learning to inspire 
our personal response to 
the external assignment?  
  

How does our personal 
response realise our 
intentions and make 
connection between 
our artist research, 

Course complete 
  

Course complete 
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external assignment  a
s a starting point)?  
  
Complete ownership 
and personalisation of 
project, focussing 
on specific artist 
inspired medium, 
development of ideas 
through research and 
investigation and 
practice.  

exploration of 
medium?  
  
Students will produce a 
sustained and focussed 
personal response and 
outcome to their 
project developed from 
their statement of 
intent.  

Students will develop ideas 
through sustained and 
focussed investigations and 
continue to explore and 
refine ideas to present a 
meaningful response.  

gallery visits and 
individual outcome/s.  
  
Students evidence 
refinement 
of their  ideas evidenced 
in sketchbooks and final 
outcome.  

Year 
10   

How do we build 
capacity in our skill set 
to respond to our 
project theme?  
  
Students practice 
analytical and practical 
skills within the 
context Artist research 
and gallery visits also 
take place. Artists 
selected to make 
connection with 
student theme and 
ideas. Artist 
work developed and ex
plored using a range of 
media:  pencil, water 
colour, and individual 
requirements.  
Drawing and recording 
skills developed in a 
range of media: 

How do we build 
capacity in our skill set 
to respond to our 
project theme?  
  
Students practice 
analytical and practical 
skills building on the 
skills acquired in term 
1/2 – developing 
outcomes in different 
media with a focus on 
print.  
A focus to develop 
drawing and recording 
skills and 
assessments to be 
focussed on recording 
and drawing skills  
  

How do we develop 
personal ideas informed by 
context (through use of 
media)?   
  
Students build confidence 
through a series of small 
practical tasks in 2D and 
3D, focussing on 
discovering their personal 
strengths.  

How could we produce a 
personal response combi
ning different 3D 
techniques informed by 
context?   
  
Students build confidence 
through a series of small 
practical tasks in 2D and 
3D, focussing 
on consolidating their 
learning in preparation 
for the independent mini 
project.  
  

How can applying our 
skills inform our 
outcome?  
  
Student 
outcomes reflect a high 
level of independence 
and relevance to their 
intentions.   

How does 
experimenting with 
different materials 
affect or inspire 
your outcome ?  
  
Student’s outcome to 
their project reflects a 
high level of 
independence and 
individual 
personalisation.  
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including pencil, 
digital, monoprint.  

Year 9  How do we create a 
portfolio which 
demonstrates 
experimental 
recording techniques 
drawing/recording in 
different materials?  
 
Responding to the title 
‘Structures’, students 
will begin to create a 
portfolio which reflects 
the style of a GCSE 
portfolio.   
Students will 
develop ideas through 
various research 
means 
and investigating the 
work of other artists.  
   
  
  

How do 
we refine our work?  
  
Students refine work 
by exploring ideas, 
selecting and 
experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
materials, techniques 
and processes.  
Students will focus on 
their own drawing and 
recording skills,  
 and produce a 
response combining 
different experimental 
techniques informed by 
context. Risk taking 
through 
experimentation with 
unconventional 
materials and 
combining techniques 
effectively.  
  

How has experimenting 
with different materials 
affected or inspired our 
recording?  
  
Students evaluate and 
investigate different aspects 
of mark making and 
material limitations 
Understand how developing 
these skills will inform 
recording skills and 
outcomes.  
They develop the ability to 
examine a range of 
materials and their 
properties to best inform 
artwork and creative 
solutions/outcomes  
Georgio Morandi// 
observation//acrylic//restr
icted palette  
  

How does making 
connections 
with an artist’s 
work inform our own 
ideas and developments 
whilst recognising context
ual influences and 
inspirations?  
   
Students can describe 
processes and concepts 
clearly using the correct 
subject specific key 
words.   
   
Students appreciate that 
all written descriptions 
can be concise and 
contain subject specific 
key words.    
They can respond in a 
personal and meaningful 
way to the line of enquiry 
and/or investigation  
   
  

How do we create a 
refined sustained 
painted response 
creating narrative 
through still life?  
  
Students develop ideas 
through investigations 
demonstrating critical 
understanding of 
sources.      
They can refine work by 
exploring ideas, 
selecting and 
experimenting with 
appropriate media; 
recording ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions as work 
progresses  
   
  

How do we develop a 
final response and 
evaluate our work?  
  
Students present a 
personal and 
meaningful response 
that realises intention
s and, demonstrates 
understanding of 
visual language, and 
are able to evaluate 
this.  
   
  

Year 
8   

How do we evaluate 
and investigate 
different aspects of 
mark making and 
material limitations?  
   

How does 
developing our skills in 
materials 
investigation inform 
recording skills and 
outcomes?  
  

How does experimenting 
with different materials 
affect or inspire our 
recording?  
  
Students evaluate and 
investigate different aspects 

In which ways can we 
explore the work of other 
artists to inspire our own 
work?  
   
Students 
make connections with 

How do we respond to a 
design brief to generate 
a range of viable design 
solutions?  
   
Students will 
explore ways to respond 

How do we explore 
and recognise the best 
arrangement of 
objects /subject in 
creating 
composition?  
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Students develop the 
ability to examine 
materials and their 
properties to best 
inform artwork and 
creative 
solutions/outcomes.  
   
Students can describe 
processes and 
concepts clearly using 
the correct subject 
specific key words.   
  

Students respond to a 
design brief to generate 
a range of techniques 
and design solutions.  
 They can make 
connections with their 
artist’s work to inform 
own ideas and 
developments 
whilst recognising cont
extual influences and 
inspirations.  

of mark making and 
material 
limitations understanding h
ow developing these skills 
will inform recording skills 
and outcomes.  
Students develop the ability 
to examine a range of 
materials and their 
properties to best inform 
artwork and creative 
solutions and outcomes.  
  

artists work to inform 
own ideas and 
developments 
whilst recognising context
ual influences and 
inspirations.  
   
They can describe 
processes and concepts 
clearly using the correct 
subject specific key 
words.   
   

in a personal and 
meaningful way to the 
line of enquiry and/or 
investigation.  
   
Students appreciate that 
all written descriptions 
can be concise and 
contain subject specific 
key words.    
   
   

Students will be 
making connections 
with artists work to 
inform own ideas and 
developments 
whilst recognising   co
ntextual influences 
and inspirations  
   
They can describe 
processes and 
concepts clearly using 
the correct subject 
specific key words.   
   
They can respond in a 
personal and 
meaningful way to the 
line of enquiry and/or 
investigation.  

Year 
7    

How do we evaluate 
and investigate 
different aspects of 
mark making in 
monotone, and          re
cognise its             mate
rial limitations, to 
support our 
observation drawings?  
   
Students will 
understand how 
developing these skills 
will inform recording 
skills and 

How do we develop 
the ability to 
examine colour,        us
ing materials and their 
properties to best 
inform artwork and 
creative 
solutions/outcome? 
  
Students will be able 
to compare and 
understand how 
developing these skills 
will inform recording 
skills and 

How does 
experimenting with 
different materials 
affect or inspire our 
recording?  
  
Students evaluate and 
investigate the work of 
different artists 
and explore material 
limitations. They 
understand how 
developing these skills 
will 
inform their recording 

How do we respond to a 
design brief to generate a 
range of viable design 
solutions? 
  
Students will be able 
to evaluate and 
investigate different 
aspects 
of research, making and 
material limitations, they 
can observe, record and 
evaluate the arrangement 
of the subject/ideas in an 
artwork  

How do we evaluate 
and investigate 
different aspects of 
mark making in 
print?  
  
Understand how 
developing these skills 
will inform recording 
skills and outcomes.  
  
Students can explore a 
range of cultural 
design to inform 

How can we respond 
to a design brief to 
generate a range of 
viable design 
solutions?  
  
Students can make 
connections with 
artists work to 
inform their own ideas 
and developments 
whilst recognising con
textual influences and 
inspirations.  
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outcomes. They 
develop the ability to 
examine  medium and 
its properties to best 
inform artwork and 
creative 
solutions/outcomes   
Students can observe 
and evaluate the 
arrangement of the 
subject/ideas in an 
artwork. They can 
explore 
and recognise the best 
arrangement of objects 
/subject in creating 
composition.  
   
   
   
  
   
  

outcomes. They will be 
able to make 
connections with 
artists work to inform 
own ideas and 
developments 
whilst recognising    co
ntextual influences 
and inspirations. 
Students will describe 
processes and 
concepts clearly using 
the correct subject 
specific key words.     
Students can 
make connections with 
artists work to inform 
own ideas and 
developments 
whilst recognising con
textual influences and 
inspirations. They can 
respond in a personal 
and meaningful way to 
the line of enquiry 
and/or investigation.  
  

skills and 
outcomes. They can 
describe processes and 
concepts clearly using 
correct subject specific 
key words.   
   
They respond in a 
personal and 
meaningful way to the 
line of enquiry and/or 
investigation.  
They can develop the 
ability to examine a 
range of materials and 
their properties to best 
inform artwork and 
creative 
solutions/outcome.  
   
  

   
They can make 
connections with artists 
work to inform own ideas 
and developments 
whilst recognising context
ual influences and 
inspirations.  
  

artwork and creative 
solutions/outcomes.  
They can describe 
processes and 
concepts clearly using 
the correct subject 
specific key words.   
 Students can respond 
in a personal and 
meaningful way to the 
line of enquiry and/or 
investigation.    
Students can 
understand how 
developing these skills 
will inform recording 
skills and outcomes.  
   
  
  

They can explore 
and recognise the  bes
t arrangement of 
objects /subject in 
creating composition.  
    
They can describe 
processes and 
concepts clearly using 
the correct subject 
specific key 
words. Respond in a 
personal and 
meaningful way to the 
line of enquiry and/or 
investigation.  
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Ark Acton Computer Science Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying Computer Science at Ark 
Acton?    

 The purpose of computer science at Ark Acton is to equip our students with a broad knowledge of computer science, which 
will provide students with future understanding for work, careers and for further study in the field of computer science and 
technology such as software engineering, developing programming skills.  
Students at Ark Acton study computer systems, computational thinking, algorithms and programming. Throughout the 
course students at Ark develop their analytical, problem solving skills and knowledge, which will enable them to apply these 
skills in real life situation with confidence to deal with technology.  

Where does Computer Science 
lead after Ark Acton?  

Computer science is of enormous importance to the UK economy and helps teach the skills and knowledge required for the 
21st century jobs market. Student may continue to study computer science at university in taking up a diverse range of 
further study options from ethical hacking to computer games design. Not only does computer science offer specific career 
pathways it also forms a key role in equipping students with the skills to become IT literate and proficient in areas that 
many employers now demand.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

Students studying computer science at advanced level enjoy, equip and get to know a curriculum which promotes and 
develop deeper understanding of technology in real life situations.  Every industry and business use computers so naturally 
computer scientists can work in any of them. Problems in science, engineering, health care and so many other areas can be 
solved by computers. Having studied computer science at A-level our students will be equipped and have a good knowledge 
to figure how to hypothesise solutions to issues in programming. A level computer science split into two sections, 
programming and theory. On the programming side of the course, students learn the python programming language, this 
section covers the fundamentals of programming, data structures, algorithms and object-oriented programme design.  The 
theory of computer science aims to teach about the internal workings of computer, right down to the basics of how all data 
is stored using binary, whether that be numbers, text, pictures or even music.  It goes from there to cover aspects of 
computer architecture, showing the specifics of exactly how data is accessed from main memory using assembly language 
instructions and fetch-execute cycle.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Students studying computer science study a subject which contributes to their ebacc qualification. This exciting GCSE gives 
students many excellent opportunities to investigate how computers work and how they are used, and to develop computer 
programming-computational thinking and problem-solving skills.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

At key stage 3 students are taught information and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this knowledge 
to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped to use information 
technology to create programs, systems and a range of content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate 
– able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology – at a 
level suitable for the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.   
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What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 At stage 2 students comes with different experiences and skill sets. Some learn basic programming concepts such as 
Scratch and basic binary counts, whereas some don’t do any programming at all at stage 2.   

  
Ark Acton Computer Science Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1   Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

What are Fundamentals 
of computer organisation 
and architecture?  
  
Students will be focusing 
how each 
following component are 
applied 
to originations and 
its organisations includin
g the internal hardware of 
a computer, the stored 
program concept and 
processor components, 
the processor instruction 
set and addressing 
modes and external 
hardware devices.  
  
  
What are the 
fundamentals of database
s?  
  
Students study the 
concept of databases, 
which allows them to 
develop understanding 

What are 
the fundamentals of 
communication and 
Networking?  
  
Students learn and 
develop further 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
following: Communicatio
n basics, the internet, 
internet security , 
transmission 
control/Internet protocol 
(TCP/IP), the client –
server model  
  
  
 
 
What and how System life 
cycle is used for Software 
development?  
  
Students develop ideas 
and aspects of 
software Development an

What are the 
fundamentals of 
programming?   
  
In which students learn 
and develop and 
understand basics 
of functional 
programming and 
writing functional 
programs    
  
  
  
What are 
the consequences of 
uses of computing?  
  
Students study different 
issues covering the 
moral, ethical, legal and 
cultural 
issues alongside 
Skeleton programming   

Revision (Exam practise)   
  
During this term students 
will recap topics which 
covered in AS to close the 
gaps and misconceptions.  
  
This will include a focus on 
the fundamentals of 
computer system, data 
structure, algorithm and 
compactional thinking    
  
  
 

 Exam practice Exam practice   
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and acquire knowledge 
of relational databases, 
structured query 
language and big data   
 

d how is used a real 
situation   
  
  
 

Year 
12   

What are the 
Fundamentals of 
programming?   
  
Students will learn and 
understand 
how fundamentals of prog
ramming are used and 
how to apply: 
programming basics, 
programming concepts, 
basics operations 
in programming language
, structure programming, 
subroutines, local and 
global variables 
structured 
programming and object 
–oriented programming 
concepts   

  
What are the 
fundamentals of 
computer systems?   

  
Students study and 
develop understand of  ha
rdware and 
software classification of 

What are the 
fundamentals 
of communication and 
Network?  
  
Students learn and 
develop further 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
following:                        co
mmunication basics, 
networking, the internet, 
internet security, 
transmission 
control/Internet protocol 
(TCP/IP) and the client –
server model  
  
What are the 
fundamentals of data 
structure?  
  
Data structures and 
abstract data types, 
queues and stacks, graphs 
and trees, hash tables and 
dictionaries and vectors.  
  
How to apply and 
use Boolean algebra 

What is the Theory 
of computation and the 
what are 
the fundamentals of 
computational 
thinking?  
  
In this aspect of 
programming part 
students apply and 
develop theory 
of abstraction and 
automation, finite state 
machine, regular and 
context-free languages, 
maths 
for regular expression 
and big 0 notation and 
classification of 
algorithms  
  
  
What are 
the consequences of 
uses of computing?  
  
Students study different 
issues covering moral, 
ethical, legal and 
cultural issues  

What are the Fundamentals 
of algorithm?  
  
Students will study and apply 
Graph and tress traversal, 
Dijkstra’s shortest 
path algorithm, 
search algorithms- binary, 
binary tree and Linear search, 
reverse Polish Notation, 
sorting algorithms – bubble 
and merge   
  
What are the fundamentals of 
data representation?  
  
Number systems, number 
bases, the binary number 
system, coding systems and 
encryption  
  
Skeleton program  

Revision 
  
Exam practise   

Exam revision 
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programming languages 
and translation  

and Logic gates 
to calculate electric circuit
s?  
  

 Boolean algebra  
 Logic gates  

  
  
Skeleton program   

Year 
11   

What are 
the Networks and how 
they are used?  
  
Students will look at the 
following to develop 
further understanding of: 
Networks-LAN and 
WANs, network- 
hardware, client server 
and peer-to-peer 
networks, network 
topologies, 
network protocols and 
security. 

 
How to write the 
Algorithm and crack the 
codes?  
 
Writing Algorithms-
Pseudocode, Writing 
Algorithm –Flow 
Diagrams   
  
What the Data 
Representation?  

 Logic  
 Units  

How to write the 
Algorithm and crack the 
codes? Writing 
Algorithms-Pseudocode, 
Writing Algorithm –Flow 
Diagrams, Search 
algorithms, Sort 
Algorithms   
 How to crack 
Algorithm in Python?  
  
Programming using 
constants and 
variables alongside 
program flow, 
Boolean operators, arrays, 
sorting data and 
searching data.  
   
What are the concepts 
of databases?  
 
Understanding of 
a Relational Databases:  

 SQL  
 Table  
 Form  
 Reports   

  

Controlled                   as
sessment   
  
  
Recap session on Issues 
related Computer 
systems  
  
Ethical and Cultural 
issues, 
environmental issues, 
computer legislation   

  
  

Recap and Closing Gap 
on   

  
What are the 
Components of a 
Computer system?  

  
During this we will be 
focusing on 
programming aspects- 
pseudocode   
  

 

Recap and closing Gaps on 
what taught last year on part 
of the Data Representation  
  

 Characters  
 Storing Images  
 Storing Sound  
 Compression  
  

Revision   

Revision   
  
Exam Practise   
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What are the components 
of computer system?  
  
In this they will look at 
one aspect, which 
will consist of:  

 System Software-
The OS  
 System Software-
Utilities  
 Open source and 
Proprietary Software  

  
  
  

Year 
10   

What are the Components 
of a computer system?   
  
Students study system 
software-utilities', System 
software and open source 
proprietary software   

  
How to develop simple 
programs in Python?  
  
Students learn the 
following 
elements:  syntex error,  
logic errors and the 
purpose of different 
commands such as 
print and input. 

How do computer 
scientists use 
programming techniques 
and apply them to 
a program?  
 
Students study 
programming basics – 
data types, constants 
/variables, boolean 
operators, operators,  
conditional statements   
and while and FOR 
Loops   
  
  
What is Data 
representation?  
  
Students consider how 
data is represented 
through logic, binary 

How to apply and use 
different functions in 
python?   
  
The following functions 
are developed in 
students ability to 
programme: 
Arrays, file handling, 
storing data and sub-
programs  

  
What is Data 
Representation?  

 
Characters, storing 
images and 
compression  

   
How Form and Report 
are 

What are the Ethical and 
Cultural Issues in using 
Technology?  
  
Students will consider 
environmental issues   
and the national and 
international legislation that 
governs computer use.  
  
  
More programming and 
Pseudocode   
  
  
  
  
  

How 
to develop program 
using sub-routines 
and functions?  
  
Students will be 
able to create sub-
programs, 
functions, storing 
data and searching 
Data  
  
  
  
Algorithms 
continue  
 
Students will 
develop their coding 
practice through the 
use of search and 
sorting algorithms  

Revisit and reteach 
some of the topics  
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numbers and 
hexadecimal numbers.  

  
What is algorithm and 
how can they 
be convert into a Python 
program?  
Students will develop 
computational thinking th
rough writing algorithms 
and pseudocode and flow 
diagrams.  
   
What are the components 
of a Computer system?  
  
Students focus on 
developing their 
understanding of 
secondary storage.  

structured are used in 
database?  
  
Students will learn the 
forms and 
reports functions in 
using and constructing 
databases.  
  
What is computer 
Networking?   
  
Networks-LAN and 
WANS, network-
hardware, network- 
topologies and 
networks such as the 
internet.  
  

  
  
  

Year 9  Algorithms /Flowchart   What are the more 
advance programming 
functions in Python? 
  
  
Students will be able to 
build code with the 
functions of 
constructs, data types, 
variables and 
conditional statements   

  

Python programming 
continue until Feb half 
term   
  
What 
is Data Representation?
  
  
Students revise their 
understanding of 
binary, hexadecimal  , 
compression, 
characters alongside 
logics/Logic gates  

       What is a network?  
 

Students continue to develop 
their understanding of 
networking though, LANS 
and WANS, Wireless 
Networks, Network 
topologies and Network 
Protocols 

 
What are the components of a 
computer system?  
 
Students will develop their 
understanding of computer 

Networks  
Continue 
with Networking  
  
  

What are the Ethical 
and cultural 
issues in using 
technology?  
 
As our world becomes 
increasingly 
dependent on the use 
of technology, there 
are a range of ethical 
issues such as data use 
and cultural issues 
that our society is 
forced to consider.  
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components through 
consideration of the CPU, 
secondary storage and system 
software.     

Year 8   What is the 
purpose algorithm?  
   
Students learn how to 
construct flowchart using 
correct symbols.  Use 
Flowol to create different 
algorithms i.e traffic 
lights, power house, 
bridge   
  

How to algorithm 
in Scratch?   
  
Students create  
quiz, interface   
Develop different aspects 
of algorithm   
  

What is Data 
Representation?  
 
Building on from Year 7 
study, students develop 
their understanding of 
binary 
conversion/denary, 
hexadecimal and logic 
gates/simple and 
combination   
   

What are the components of 
computer system?  
  
Further development of 
utilities such as hardware and 
software alongside input and 
output devices and open and 
proprietary software  
 
What is a Network?  
Students develop their 
knowledge of LAN and 
WAN along with the internet 
and how this is achieved 
through a combination of Bus 
and Start topography 
  

How 
to develop program
s in Python?  
  
Students are 
introduced to new 
coding function of 
Input/variable/ 
If Statements as 
well as FOR and 
While loops  in their 
Python coding.  

What is Data 
representation?  
  
Students study how 
data is represented in 
characters and 
compression   
  
 

Year 
7    

What is the 
purpose algorithm?  
   
Students learn how 
construct flowchart using 
correct 
symbols. Using Flowol to 
create different 
algorithms i.e. traffic 
lights, power 
house, bridge.    

How to algorithm 
in Scratch?   
  
Students create  
Quiz interface and 
develop different aspects 
of problem-solving 
algorithms.   

Continuation of scratch 
  
What is 
Data Representation?  
Students develop a 
knowledge of how to 
program with simple 
logic gates/ on/and off   

 
What are 
the components of 
computer system?  
 

Continuation of computer 
components  
 
 
What are the Network 
topologies?  
  
Students begin to understand 
the varying types of network 
infrastructure from WLAN to 
Peer to Peer structures.  

How to develop 
programs in 
Python?  
  
Building on the 
programming done 
in Scratch, students 
are now introduced 
to simple 
programming in 
Python with 
emphasis on 
Input/output and 
Data types   

Continue with 
development of 
Python 
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Students are introduced 
to essential computer 
hardware and Software 
along with widely 
used input and output 
devices   
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Ark Acton DT Curriculum Map  

What is the purpose of 
studying Product Design (Design 
Technology) at Ark Acton?  

Product Design is all about creating new three-dimensional products through interlinking processes of idea generation, 
design development, testing and evaluating. Product Designers have an understanding of the relationship between art, 
science and technology, and have the ability to exploit each of these things in different ways to create new products. Good 
design is the backbone of our everyday lives. Product innovations can radically alter the way we are able to carry out simple 
daily tasks. New designs can change the way we interact with the environment, influence our social experiences or even 
save lives.  The courses we study at Ark Acton build on these foundations from designing products in Year 7 to solving real 
life problems in Y13. It is fundamentally about problem solving but in a creative, collaborative and functional way.   

Where does Product Design lead 
after Ark Acton?  

University courses include Packaging Designers, Fashion Designer, Graphic Design, Architecture, Mechanical Engineering, 
Industrial Design and many others. Universities that are renowned for their design courses include Loughborough and 
Bournemouth. A career in Product Design offers you an opportunity to make a real impact, often addressing and working 
towards solving social issues, that benefit people directly. Product Design careers cover an extremely broad spectrum of 
industries. Consequently, the emphasis on technical or aesthetic design expertise can vary from role to role. More technical 
projects will demand a greater understanding of engineering, where function may dictate form. More artistic projects are 
likely to focus on form and usability.  A Product Designer will typically work as part of a team, often comprising of junior, 
middleweight and senior designers.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?  

Our A Level students will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on design and 
technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing prototypes of their choice. They 
will split their focus across three key areas: technical principles; designing and making principles; practical application of 
technical principles and designing and making principles. Students will begin with developing knowledge and 
understanding of how skills and knowledge from other subject areas inform their own decisions in their design ideas and 
the development of future technologies. They must use theory and practical lessons to make clear links between aspects of 
the specification and other subject areas such as Art, Computer Science, Maths, Science and Business. Students will build 
on their GCSE knowledge of materials and processes and look beyond the standard to modern and future. Thinking and 
considering choices for their own project they also understand the properties and working characteristics of 
materials.  Smart materials and enhanced materials are also studied.  Students then move onto looking at CAD (Computer 
Aided Design) and CAM (Manufacture) and how these relate to the trending developments of product design.  Health 
and Safety and British Standards are also key elements of this phase.  They will also be introduced to the industries gradual 
but continuous push into ‘greener design’ and a real time focus on sustainable design.    
  
This knowledge is then applied to the NEA (portfolio of design work) that is produced as an evidence base.  It forms the 
challenging and rigorous design project the students must complete over the two years where they investigate their own 

http://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/job-profile/product-designer.htm
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context, research it, identify the problem and/or need, design and develop solutions and 
then manufacture a working prototype, testing and evaluating it as they move forward.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?  

At GCSE students will work on a series of mini projects that look to sharpen the subject knowledge gained at KS3. The 
initial projects start by acting as independent aspects of the NEA that is expected in the final year of their GCSE. At KS4 
students design and manufacture a product through an iterative process taking into consideration the needs and wants of a 
real end user. In order for students to successfully achieve a thorough outcome, they will split their focus across three key 
areas: core technical principles; specialist technical principles; designing and making principles. For GCSE students to 
make effective design choices they will cover a breadth of core technical knowledge and understanding that will consist of 
new and emerging technologies, mechanical devices and firm knowledge of materials and their working properties. In 
addition to the core technical principles, all students will develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the 
following specialist technical principles forces and stresses, sources and origins and scales of production all of which are 
taught through materials lessons on metal based materials, polymers and electronic and mechanical systems.  
The NEA forms the final part of the two year course where students will demonstrate and apply knowledge and 
understanding of the designing and making principles in relation to the use of primary and secondary data, 
investigating and evaluating the work of others through disassembly and specialist techniques and processes.  
  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?  

KS3 is focuses on refining the fine motor skills started in ‘early years’ (primary), applying spatial awareness and logic in an 
innovative and practical way. Year 7 students are introduced to 20th century design movements such as Pop Art and 
Memphis design which then inspire projects based on mechanisms, geometric shapes and smart materials.  They will learn 
how to use hand tools safely and correctly and learn how to thread and use a sewing machine, this develops their sense of 
precision. Year 8 students further their knowledge of design movements, students explore Art Deco to create a project that 
interlinks multiple materials to realise a whole product. Students explore how materials respond to certain processes, 
enabling students to make informed design decisions. Within the year 8 project students also manufacture their own 
circuits and learn about alternative energy sources. Year 9 students have the opportunity to design pewter cast gifts, such as 
jewellery and key rings. The process of pewter casting provides students with an overview of the metal casting technique 
used in engineering. Students will design their desired shape using computer aided design, which will be further developed 
by embossing or debossing. Students will then go on to create the gift box through a process of bending and shaping 
woods.  

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?  

If primary schools cover DT, it usually runs in years 4 and 5 only, focusing on robotics and mechanism.  
But this does not happen often.  
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Ark Acton DT Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13  

Design methods and 
processes & Design 
theory  
  
What was the 
major social change 
that affected the 
Bauhaus design 
school?  
Why was the Arts 
and Crafts movemen
t concerned about 
the introduction of 
the factory system 
to product manufact
ure?  

Major development in 
technology and cultural 
changes  
  
  
How socio-
economic influence have 
helped to shape product 
design and 
manufacture?   
  

Selecting appropriate too
ls, equipment and 
processes  
  
Discuss the impact of 
batch and mass 
manufacture and the 
effect on manufacture 
process.   
  
Accuracy in design and 
manufacture  
  
How can a datum surface 
help to make 
measurement and 
marking 
more accurate? Why is 
marking out necessary 
when using CNC 
machines?  

Responsible design   
    
How products are 
designed to conserve 
energy, materials and 
components?  
Explain the concept 
of circular economy.  

Revision on technical 
principles and design 
Principles   

Exam  

Year 
12  

Classification of 
materials and their 
application part 1  
  
What are 
the physical 
and mechanical prop
erties for ferrous 
and non-
ferrous metal and 
their characteristics?
  

Classification of 
materials and their 
application part  2  
  
What are the physical 
and mechanical 
properties for wood and 
polymers and 
their characteristics?  

Performance characterist
ics of materials including 
specific names and stock 
forms  
  
Why different types of 
materials are suitable for 
different applications?   

Enhancement of 
materials, forming 
redistribution and 
addition/ fabrication pro
cesses  
  
Name two metal 
redistribution processes 
and explain step by step  

Modern and industrial 
scales of practice  
  
How do manufacturers 
use computers in 
production planning, the 
movement of materials 
and control of 
manufacturing equipmen
t?  

Protecting design 
and intellectual property  
What aspects of a 
company and the 
products they produce 
might need to be 
trademarked? How ‘can 
open design’ benefit 
society?  
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Year 
11  

How do we explore 
and   understand the 
design context?  
  
NEA  
Identify, investigate 
& outline  
design possibilities  
   
Explore the 
situation, Identifying 
& investigating  
design possibilities  
Identifying needs 
and wants of the 
client  
  
  
  

How do we use feedback 
to inform and refine our 
design ideas?  
  
NEA  
Identify, investigate & 
outline  
design possibilities  
   
Producing a design brief 
&  
Specification  
   
NEA  
Design & make 
prototypes that  
are fit for purpose and 
Generating design ideas  
  

In which ways do we 
communicate ideas to 
our client that address 
their needs and wants?  
  
  
NEA  
Design & make 
prototypes that  
are fit for purpose  
   
Generating design ideas  
   
Developing and refining 
design ideas  
  

How do we evaluate 
through testing?  
  
NEA  
Design & make 
prototypes that  
are fit for purpose  
   
Realising design ideas  
Producing a prototype  
   
NEA  
Analyse & evaluate the 
outcome  
  

How do we understand 
the working properties of 
materials?  
  
Revision   
   
Material and properties, 
processes and maths in 
DT  

  
  
Exam  

Year 
10  

How do we 
investigate 
different wood 
based materials and 
understand 
their working proper
ties?  
  
Students work with a 
range of materials 
and experiment with 
different processes to 
further understand 
their working 
properties.  
  

How do we investigate 
different polymers and 
understand their 
working properties?  
  
Students work with a 
range of materials and 
experiment with 
different processes to 
further understand their 
working properties.  
  
Students will also look at 
the following for each 
material:   
Material - raw form   

How do we investigate 
different metal 
based materials and 
understand their 
working properties?  
  
Students work with a 
range of materials and 
experiment with 
different processes to 
further understand their 
working properties.  
  
Students will also look at 
the following for each 
material:   

In which ways do 
designers communicate 
their intentions to clients 
and ends users ensuring 
these stakeholders 
understand the ideas?  
  
  
Technical drawing is 
a fundamental aspect of 
DT. Students 
will firstly learn how to 
produce orthographic dr
awings to better 
understand dimensions 

How is our design 
thinking clarified by 
using our research 
and investigations?  
  
Students will undergo a 
mini version of the NEA 
looking at the design and 
making principles - the 
focus for this term will be 
to Identify, investigate & 
outline  
design possibilities.  
  
  

How is our final 
outcome influenced by 
modelling, testing and 
evaluating?   
  
Students will undergo a 
mini version of the NEA 
looking at the design and 
making 
principles - Design & 
make prototypes that are 
fit for purpose - Analyse 
& evaluate the outcome  
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Students will also 
look at the 
following for each 
material:   
Material - raw form   
Stock form - how it is 
sold   
Finishes - varnish, 
paint   
Cutting - hand tools, 
machines   
Joining - adhesives, 
bolts   
  
  

Stock form - how it is 
sold   
Finishes - varnish, paint   
Cutting - hand tools, 
machines   
Joining - adhesives, 
bolts   
  
  

Material - raw form   
Stock form - how it is 
sold   
Finishes - varnish, paint   
Cutting - hand tools, 
machines   
Joining - adhesives, 
bolts   
  
  

and elevations of a 
product.  
Isometric drawings allow 
students to see all three 
views together allowing 
them to make informed 
design solutions.   
  
  

Year 9  Students develop 
skills needed should 
they decide to choose 
DT GCSE.  
This project is 
broken up to cover 
the whole design 
process, from initial 
design to making the 
product for a real 
client.  
Students will work 
on their drawing 
techniques, learning 
how to add tone to 
make a 2D image 
look realistic. They 
will also be look at 
applying render to 
make an object look 

What does commercial 
practice look like in the 
school workshop?  
  
  
  
Students look at the 
metal casting process 
from forging to low 
temperature casting and 
learn how to design and 
make their own casts to 
produce pewter 
jewellery.  
  

Why is packaging 
important?  
   
Student develop a series 
of packaging solutions, 
learning about the need 
for packaging and how to 
make and use it 
responsibly 
(sustainability). They will 
learn about the printing 
process and work with 
nets.  

How do we bend and 
shape hard materials?  
   
Students will produce a 
gift box for their 
jewellery, through a 
lamination process to 
produce a rounded shape 
out of a sheet material 
(Flexi/Ply).  
  

Rotation  Rotation  
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like a specific 
material.  
  

Year 8  How do we use 
artist/designer 
research to inform 
our own designs?  
   
Students look at and 
use the work from 
20th century design 
movements (Art 
Deco) to inspire new 
designs  
   
Project uses hard 
and soft materials 
such as metal, wood, 
plastic and fabric 
together to produce 
one product.  
  

Why is it important to 
look at existing products 
before we design our 
products?  
   
Students look at existing 
products through 
disassembly to 
understand how 
products are designed 
and made to better 
prepare them for 
designing for their 
intended target market   
  

Why is it important to be 
able to communicate 
visually?  
   
Students are introduced 
to technical drawing 
skills, such as 
orthographic and 
isometric to be able to 
produce an accurate 
specification and 
enabling students to 
communicate 
successfully.  

Why is it important to 
understand the working 
properties of a 
materials?  
   
Students investigate the 
working properties of 
materials such as metal, 
wood, plastic and fabric 
and further develop an 
understanding of a 
material’s raw and stock 
form.  
  

Rotation  Rotation  

Year 7  How do we use 
artist/designer 
research to inform 
our own designs?  
   
Students look at and 
use the work from 
20th century design 
movements (Pop 
Art) to inspire new 
designs  
   

Why is it important to 
look at existing products 
before we design our 
products?  
   
Students look at existing 
products through 
disassembly to 
understand how 
products are designed 
and made to better 
prepare them for 

How do we use 
artist/designer research 
to inform our own 
designs?  
   
Students look at and use 
the work from 
20th century design 
movements (Memphis) 
to inspire new designs  
   
Project uses soft 
materials such as fabric.  

Why is it important to 
look at existing products 
before we design our 
products?  
   
Students look at existing 
products through 
disassembly to 
understand how 
products are designed 
and made to better 
prepare them for 

Rotation  Rotation  
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Project uses hard 
materials such as 
wood and plastic  
  

designing and making 
their own.   

  designing and making 
their own.  

 

  



 
 

25 
 

 

 

 

Ark Acton English Curriculum Map  

What is the purpose of studying 
English at Ark Acton?   

English is a core, compulsory subject which all students study to develop their reading, writing, and speaking & listening 
skills.  At Ark Acton, we teach a curriculum which introduces students to challenging literary texts.  This gives students the 
opportunity to acquire knowledge and a wider vocabulary to access a range of difficult texts and to practise sophisticated 
skills needed to improve their writing.  Students are encouraged to express and develop their opinions in precise spoken 
language and engage in discussion in a purposeful, meaningful manner.  

Where does English lead after Ark 
Acton?    

 A qualification in English supports a student’s choice to access higher qualifications. Colleges and employers see a 
qualification in English as evidence of literacy and communication skills.  Students choosing to study a Humanities subject 
will also find that colleges value the essay writing abilities that English develops.  Beyond university, various professions 
value the ability to order one’s thoughts and opinions clearly and concisely – a strong qualification in English is respected 
as evidence of a person’s ability to communicate effectively both in writing in spoken communication. 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?  

 Students studying Literature at Advanced level enjoy a curriculum which promotes and develops a deeper understanding 
of literary texts.  Students will study modern and classical plays – focussing carefully on structure and contextual meaning.  
The study of one poet’s work in depth encourages students to develop greater understanding of a poet’s evolving style and 
the focus on a particular theme. Students wishing to study Literature at university are well-prepared through a coursework 
unit involving literary theory and its application to a literary text. 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?  

Students study both English Language and English Literature at GCSE – English Language aims to develop students’ 
written and oral skills as well as a test of reading comprehension and use of language.  English Literature involves four 
areas of study: Shakespeare (Macbeth); 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol); Modern text (An Inspector Calls9; and a 
poetry anthology. 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?  

The aim in KS3 is for students to develop depth before breadth.  Challenging texts are taught with the intention of 
developing reading skills through introduction to a wider vocabulary and range of sentence structures.  The ability to make 
inferences and reflect on a writer’s purpose are also taught – essential preparation for study at KS4 and KS5.  Students will 
also practice writing in a range of different styles and for different purposes – skills that will be further developed and 
tested in KS4. 

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?  

Students will have studied a curriculum quite different to the secondary diet.  Competent literacy is the main purpose of 
teaching English at Primary school with specific attention to how sentences are constructed to create meaning.  The basic 
rules of grammar and the ability to write clear, precise sentences and paragraph is also carefully taught.  Students are also 
encouraged to read for pleasure and often arrive at secondary school with a knowledge of popular teenage fiction. 
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Ark Acton English Curriculum Map 
 Autumn Unit 1 Autumn Unit 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year 13  What is the 

significance of the 
crime elements found 
in the extracts 
studied?   

 

Crime writing 
incorporates a range 
of different styles, 
narratives and 
tropes: and several 
key conventions can 
be traced; their 
meaning revealing 
the writer’s purpose 
and how it is 
influenced by period 
and context.  

To what extent 
should we consider 
Briony a criminal in 
Atonement and how 
is the broader theme 
of deception 
explored?  

McEwan’s 
postmodern novel 
explores the theme of 
atonement through 
the actions of a young 
girl that leads to the 
destruction of the 
lives of two lovers. 

How does Greene 
explore the nature of 
evil and morality in 
Brighton Rock? 

 

A thriller 
surrounding a series 
of gang murders and 
the clash between 
two characters 
equally obsessed with 
the relationship 
between good and 
evil.  

Revision for final 
exams (This will 
include previously 
studied material 
from the first year) 

Revision for final exams. Revision for final 

exams. 

Year 12  How is a powerful 
man like Othello 
destroyed by rumour 
and a vulnerability to 
jealous passion? 
 
An evil sergeant 
poisons his general’s 
ear with rumours of 
his wife’s infidelity – 
jealousy, madness 
and murder follow. 

To what extent does 
Miller present the 
mere salesman Willy 
Loman as a tragic 
hero? 
 
 
A salesman believes 
that he is worth more 
dead than alive to his 
family; the reasons 
behind his 
inexplicably 

How does Thomas 
Hardy explore the 
sensitive emotion of 
loss through his 
poems? 
 
 
In sixteen poems, 
Hardy explores 
through lyrical and 
narrative forms the 
trials of human 
tragedy and the 

How does Hardy 
present the downfall 
of a working-class 
heroine who suffers 
at the hands of men?  
 
Hardy presents a  
grim depiction of 
social injustice 
through the tragic 
figure of Tess 
Durbeyfield, who is 
taken advantage of by 

Revision for final 
Summer Assessments. 

Revision for Summer 
assessments 
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problematic  
relationship with his 
wife and son unfold.  

emotions experienced 
through loss, death, 
thwarted ambition, 
missed opportunities 
and feelings left 
unsaid. 

one man and then 
abandoned by  
another, lacking any 
sympathy for her 
terrible ordeal. 

Year 11  How has life’s 
experience of power 
and conflict been 
explored by poets? 
 
War, personal 
identity, past & 
present events – all 
aspects of the drama 
of what it means to 
be human and 
weather the ‘slings 
and arrows of 
outrageous fortune’ - 
are presented in 
poetry through 
classic rhyme to 
modern verse. 

How does Priestley 
use the characters in 
‘An Inspector Calls’ 
to explore his views 
on social 
responsibility? 
 
A play designed to 
highlight the 
importance of social 
responsibility 
through an 
Inspector’s 
unravelling of a 
series of events that 
led to the suicide of a 
young, working class 
woman.  

How is the theme of 
ambition explored 
through Macbeth’s 
tragic tale?  
 
A warning tale of a 
tragic hero who is 
swept up by ambition 
and hubris.  
 

How does Dickens 
use ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ to comment on 
the poverty and 
hardship felt by the 
working class in 
Victorian England?  
 
The selfish, tight 
fisted central 
character, Scrooge, 
seeks redemption 
and change after 
being visited by 
ghosts who show him 
the truth about 
himself and society. 

Final revision for exams 
in GCSE Literature and 
GCSE English Language. 

Exam season. 

Year 10  How has 
Shakespeare 
explored the 
consequences of 
over-weening 
ambition in 
‘Macbeth’? 
 
Witches and an evil 
wife set the show 
going by persuading 

How do writers use 
language and 
structure to convey 
ideas and impact the 
reader?  
 
 
Different extracts 
from 20th century 
texts are analysed 
and discussed in 

What are the various 
types of power and 
conflict explored in 
the poetry cluster? 
 
War, grief, mental 
illness, crisis of 
identity – power and 
conflict defines many 
human relationships 
and causes for action: 

How does Dickens 
show that Ebenezer 
Scrooge, who 
represents all that is 
greedy, spiteful and 
mean in Victorian 
society, is capable of 
change? 
 
Scrooge embodies 
the narrow-minded 

How is Inspector Goole a 
device for Priestley to 
share his political views 
on social responsibility?  
 
The inspector is 
Priestley’s spirit of 
conscience – created to 
expose the hypocrisy and 
selfishness of the rich 
and privileged – when 

How do writers craft 
work to create 
reactions from 
readers and how does 
one successfully 
demonstrate this in 
one’s own writing?  
 
Various extracts from 
19th and 20th century 
sources will be 
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a brave, loyal soldier 
that he will be king; 
murder, guilt, 
visions, self-loathing 
and a pessimistic 
outlook on life all end 
in tragedy.  
 

relation to two exam 
style question 
approaches: 
How has language 
been used for effect? 
How has the text 
been structured to 
interest the reader?  

here, fifteen poets 
explore the impact of 
power and conflict 
through careful 
choice of form and 
structure. 

thoughtless opinions 
of a wealthy class 
making sweeping 
judgements on a very 
poor majority – 
Dickens story is as 
relevant today as it 
was in Victorian 
Britain –however, 
Dickens gives us a 
story of personal 
salvation and hope 
for even the meanest 
of us.  

exposed as a ‘fake’ , the 
audience is left with the 
idea that he will keep 
returning until the 
Birlings understand.  

dissected and 
discussed to develop 
a strong 
understanding of 
how language and 
structure are tools to 
be used by writers to 
persuade, excite, 
intrigue or shock a 
reader; this 
knowledge will be 
used to reflect upon 
and improve their 
own writing.  

Year 9 Of Mice and Men  
 
How does Steinbeck 
present the lives of 
itinerant workers 
during the 
Depression of 1930s 
America? 
 
George looks after his 
mentally disabled 
friend Lennie as they 
begin work on a 
Californian ranch to 
save money for some 
land of their own – 
but Lennie doesn’t 
know his own 
strength: when the 
only woman on the 
ranch tries to 

Of Mice and Men 
 
Is the American 
Dream still as 
relevant today as it 
was in 1930s 
America? 
 
 
A variety of sources 
used to help fuel an 
exploration of the 
modern-day 
American Dream 
alongside a study of 
persuasive writing 
and how best to craft 
a successful 
argument.  
 

Romeo and Juliet  
 
How does 
Shakespeare present 
the themes of love 
and conflict? 
 
 
Explore carefully 
selected extracts from 
the play script 
considering both 
modern and 
Elizabethan 
interpretations of 
plot and 
characterisation.  
 
Consider the various 
representations of 
conflict in the text – 

Romeo and Juliet  
 
How does 
Shakespeare presents 
Juliet as a tragic 
character? 
 
Preparation for end 
of unit examination. 
 
 Revising Elizabethan 
era knowledge from 
previous units whilst 
considering the key 
traits of a tragedy. 
Evaluating the 
importance of the 
Prologue and how it 
tells the audience the 
story of the play and 
shows some tragic 

Poetry Anthology  
 
How do poets use 
imagery to take the 
reader on a journey? 
 
Introduce students to the 
poetry unit on the topic 
of journeys. Explain that 
journeys are crucial to 
civilisations and there 
are many examples in 
literature.  
 
Introduce students to the 
idea of imagery. They 
have encountered this 
before in their study of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’. A 
passage is provided to 
jog students'’ memories. 

Poetry Anthology 
 
In what ways is 
‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot’ a spiritual 
poem?  
 
Use their own 
knowledge of the 
historical period to 
add to the 
exploration of the 
poem where relevant.  
 
Simon Armitage - 
Students read the 
poem and consider 
the type of journey 
presented. This poem 
is about growing up. 
Some people see this 
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befriend him, it 
doesn’t end well. 
 
 

rivalries, civil war, 
friendship, family 
and generational 
gaps are all 
considered and 
discussed. 
Shakespeare draws 
upon both elements 
of tragedy and 
romanticism to 
explore how love 
does not always 
conquer all.    
 
 
 
 

 

conventions. The 
Prologue will also be 
explored as a sonnet.  
 
‘Whoosh’ – used to 
revise the whole plot 
of the play and how 
Romeo and Juliet 
have a tragic fate. 
Making explicit links 
between tragic 
structure and the 
audience’s purge of 
emotions at the 
finale.   
 

Look again at the 
religious imagery that 
was used in this shared 
sonnet between the 
lovers.  
 
There is an explanation 
of what comparison is 
and why we do it as 
literary students.  
 
Establish why context is 
crucial to our 
understanding of a text 
and how it has informed 
our reading of texts 
previously, such as, ‘The 
Tempest’ and ‘Jane 
Eyre’.  
 

as a metaphorical 
journey in life.  
 
Share the rationale of 
Modernist poetry. 
Encourage students 
to consider how the 
paintings are rule 
breaking. 
 
 
 

Year 8  Animal Farm  
 
How does Orwell 
explore the 
corrupting effects of 
power in Animal 
Farm? 
 
The animals of 
Manor Farm try and 
go it alone with the 
pigs as leaders; but 
living conditions 
soon get worse for 
the workers – food 

Animal Farm  
 
How does Orwell 
explore the 
corrupting effects of 
power in Animal 
Farm? 
 
End of unit 
examination. 
Students will either 
make a series of 
inferences based on 
extract – or be able to 
comment on the 

The Tempest 
 
What are the 
differences between a 
Shakespearean 
comedy and tragedy?  
 
Consider how the 
change in monarchy 
from Queen Elizabeth 
I to James I impacted 
on characterisation 
and audience 
engagement. Explore 
the differences 

The Tempest 
 
How is Caliban 
presented in this 
extract and the play 
as a whole?  
 
Preparation for end 
of unit examination. 
Closer analysis of 
how Shakespeare 
drives themes 
through 
plot/character 
analysis. Caliban is 

Sherlock Holmes  
 
How does Arthur Conan 
Doyle use form 
(periodical) to create 
suspense? 
 
Students must make 
connections between the 
crime and poverty that 
troubled Victorian 
England and the setting 
of the text.  
 
 

Sherlock Holmes 
 
What kind of 
character is Sherlock 
Holmes? 
 
Students to discuss 
why they think that 
Holmes and Watson 
are prepared to break 
the law – having 
previously 
established the 
Victorian need for 
law and order. 
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scarcity and an 
abundance of 
propaganda soon 
make everyone’s life 
miserable –and, by 
the way,  the whole 
story is an allegory 
for Stalin’s Russia. 

narrative as an 
Allegory. 
 
Structure – At the 
start of the novel 
Corruption is 
exclusive to 
humanity, however, 
by the end of the 
novel this is a trait 
shown in the pigs.  
Evaluate how Orwell 
uses animal farm as 
an allegory for 
human corruption 
and avarice. 

between a 
Shakespeare Tragedy 
and a Comedy (Using 
extracts).  Use 
dramatic readings to 
move through key 
aspects of plot which 
elicits a range of 
responses from the 
audience. Within the 
context of the play. 
Colonialism is 
settling on land and 
taking it away from 
the native people; 
this historically led to 
exploitation. The 
introduction of 
magical powers 
provides an 
allegorical thread of 
analysis. 

Prospero’s slave; 
Caliban is insulted 
and treated like a 
slave; Prospero and 
Caliban use insulting 
language towards 
each other; exploring 
the link between 
Caliban and bigger 
picture concept of 
colonialism.  

Analyse Doyle’s use of 
metaphor when 
establishing character.   
 
Explore the theme of 
appearance vs reality – 
In regard to 
Setting/Characterisation.  
 
 
 

 
Read the opening of 
the story, focussing 
on similarities with 
other texts of the 
time period.  
 
Be able to timeline 
the key events and 
facts that shape the 
narrative   
 
Evaluate the major 
events of the 
Victorian era that 
would have 
influenced Conan 
Doyle as he wrote 
Holmes stories.  
 
 
 
 

Year 7   Oliver Twist  
 
How does Dickens 
present and explore 
the perils of Victorian 
poverty in Oliver 
Twist? 
 
Dickens gives us 
Orphan Oliver who 
takes a tour of 
Victorian London’s 

Oliver Twist 
 
What type of 
character is Bill 
Sykes?  
 
Preparation for AP1. 
Consolidate 
knowledge from 
previous lessons 
. Consider how the 
context of Victorian 

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream  
 
How does 
Shakespeare present 
the themes of love 
and disobedience? 
 
Look at key facts 
about Shakespeare’s 
childhood and 
upbringing and how 

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream  
 
Is the love potion 
good or bad? 
 
Through Egeus’ 
complaint we begin 
to unearth the 
patrilineal skew of 
culture.  Evaluate 
Hermia’s 

Poetry Anthology  
 
 
How do poets use 
symbolic imagery to 
explore key themes and 
ideas?  
 
Students consider 
famous idioms and are 
introduced to figurative 
terms. 

Poetry Anthology 
 
 
How do poets use 
symbolic imagery to 
explore key themes 
and ideas?  
 
Recap definitions of 
tenor and vehicle. 
Students need to 
identify the vehicle 
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criminal underworld 
before finding out he 
was rich all along - 
appropriate 
punishment is meted 
out to the ne’er-do-
wells. 

London inspired 
Dickens to write a 
story of how poverty 
can affect your life 
chances. 
 
Combine 
understanding of 
vulnerability and 
corruption as wider 
themes within the 
text to explore an 
extract.  
 
 
 
 

these impact on the 
themes and motifs 
within the play.  
 
Consider how life as a 
groundling in 
Elizabethan London 
was a struggle – this 
struggle will help us 
understand how 
poverty can affect 
your scope. Establish 
the difference 
between a novel and 
a play – and how this 
affects overall 
meaning. 
 
Shakespeare uses 
Theseus and King 
Oberon to explore 
leaders of Athens. 
Starting with ‘Egeus’s 
complaint The scope 
will enlarge to look at 
free will and choice as 
a bigger picture.  

disobedience, as 
Shakespeare’s 
rejection of cultural 
norms or questioning 
gender politics.  
 
The forest is a place 
of magic and chaos – 
this provides 
Shakespeare with an 
ambient setting to 
subvert gender and 
class roles. Power 
and autonomy twist 
and turn into a 
maelstrom of 
hyperbole. The love 
potion is key, in 
regard, to plot and as 
a symbol for freedom 
and agency.  
 
Consider whether 
Athens should be 
celebrated for its 
artistry or 
condemned for its 
hypocrisies.  

Use these idioms as a 
counter example of the 
definition of ‘literal’.  
 
Metaphor: Students need 
to identify what is being 
described and what it is 
being compared to. They 
also need to work out 
whether the thing being 
described comes before 
or after the thing it is 
being compared to. 
Emphasise that it is a 
comparison between two 
things. It shows how 
they are similar in 
interesting ways.  
 
 
 
 
 

for each of the 
comparisons in the 
poem. This is 
essentially a finer-
tuned version of the 
previous activity, 
ensuring students are 
growing more 
accustomed to the 
terminology of ‘tenor’ 
and ‘vehicle.’ 
 
Outline the different 
tenors the poet 
describes throughout 
the poem and point 
them out on the 
image of a pigeon. 
The numbers list the 
order in which they 
occur in the poem. 
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Ark Acton Economics Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying Economics at Ark 
Acton?    

 Our approach to economics is to apply economic theory to support analysis of current economic problems and issues and 
encourage students to appreciate the interrelationships between microeconomics and macroeconomics.   Students develop 
the knowledge and skills needed to understand and analyse data, think critically about issues and make informed decisions. 
They also build upon their quantitative skills and appreciate that, when evaluating arguments, both qualitative and 
quantitative evidence are important.  

Where does Economics lead after 
Ark Acton?     

 Qualifications in economics are amongst the most sought after, they open up opportunities in banking, consultancy, 
charities and third sector employers, local, regional and national government, finance and accounting 
and research.  Students from Acton regularly progress onto studying economics at world class institutions such as LSE. The 
A level is also useful for students who wish to study business, accounting, history, social policy 
and politics. Qualifications in economics indicate to employers that someone has an excellent grasp of mathematics and the 
ability to observe and analyse patterns of behaviour.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Economics at Ark Acton recognises that the UK is currently facing interesting changes in the economy. Students develop 
the skills necessary to inform their understanding of key issues emerging in the news. Economics builds on students 
understanding of business studies and economics. It develops an understanding of core economic concepts and theories 
through the study of current economic issues, problems and institutions.  A-Level Economics builds the knowledge and 
skills needed to understand and analyse data, think critically about issues and make informed decisions.Students are 
exposed to a broad and balanced view of the macro and micro economy. In year one students will examine issues like 
competitive markets and uncover the reasons why some markets fail. The will also discover the macroeconomic tools used 
by governments to stabilise the economy.  In year two they will expand on their existing knowledge, with further use of 
complex micro and macroeconomic models.  
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Ark Acton Economics Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

How does 
behavioural 
economics fit into 
traditional economic 
theory?  
  
Behavioural 
economics adds 
elements of 
psychology to 
traditional models in 
an attempt to better 
understand the 
decision-making 
processes of 
economic agents.    
  
What are the 
influencing factors of 
costs to a firm?  
  
The law of 
diminishing returns i
dentifies the benefits 
of growth and the 
barriers faced by 
firms. This topic 
explores the 
influencing factors of 
costs to a firm.   

How are resources 
allocated in 
different market structur
es?   
  
From monopolistic to 
perfectly 
competitive markets, all 
market structures are 
motivated to allocate 
resources differently. 
This topic explores 
which market structures 
allocate resources most 
efficiently.   
  
  

How are wages 
determined in the labour 
market?   
  
Many industries suffer 
from labour shortages as 
a result of low wages. 
This topic explores what 
influences the price of 
labour.     

How do governments 
alleviate poverty and 
influence the 
distribution of income 
and wealth?    
  
It is fair to say that in an 
ideal world some people 
will have more wealth 
than others, however the 
distribution of wealth 
still seems unfair. This 
topic explores 
how governments attem
pt to reduce the 
inequality gap.   
  
Should markets be 
deregulated?  
  
At the height of 
privatisation, the UK saw 
a huge shift the running 
of the economy, today 
most utilities are run 
privately but remain 
highly regulated. This 
topic explores whether 
there is still a need 
for regulation.   
  

How do governments 
interact with financial 
markets?   
  
Governments will guide 
economies through the 
use of policies in 
attempts smooth 
economic cycles.  This 
topic explores how 
policies influence the 
behaviour of economic 
agents.   

How does globalisation 
influence the domestic 
economy?   
  
Following the decision to 
leave the EU, the debate 
around globalisation 
versus protection is a 
core topic. This topic 
explores how we can 
benefit from 
international trade?  
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Year 
12   

What is the economic 
problem?  
  
Resources are scarce 
and wants are 
infinite. This topic 
explores ways in 
which an economy 
can allocate these 
scarce resources.    
  
How are prices 
determined in a 
competitive market?  
  
This topic explores 
how the interaction of 
demand and supply 
within an industry 
determines the price 
of goods and service.   

What are the influencing 
factors of costs to a 
firm?  
  
Henry Ford brought 
much practical 
advancement to the 
economic theory 
regarding specialisation 
of labour. This topic 
explores the benefits and 
limitations of 
specialisation.  

How do market 
structures impact the 
objectives and 
behaviours of firms?  
  
From monopolistic to 
perfectly competitive 
markets, the behaviour 
of a firm varies. 
This topic explores 
which structures exploit 
or benefit consumers.   

Why do markets fail?  
  
Consumers are 
irrational, they often 
have imperfect 
information and can 
make poor decisions. 
This topic explores how 
governments can 
intervene to correct 
market failures.   

What are the objectives 
of government economic 
policy?  
  
The economic policy of 
governments covers the 
systems of setting levels 
of taxation, government 
budgets, the money 
supply and interest rates. 
This topic explores the 
tools available to the 
government to help 
achieve economic 
objectives.   

How can we use 
macroeconomic policy to 
influence economic 
performance?  
  
Governments attempt to 
smooth economic cycles. 
This topic looks at 
the policies used 
by governments to 
influence 
economic activity 
and break the fall of 
economic downturns.   
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Ark Acton Business Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying business studies at Ark 
Acton?    

 Studying business at Acton involves not only studying individuals, communities, and organizations, it involves assessing 
their needs and problems, as well as generating solutions. Students unlock their 
inner- entrepreneur, developing their creativity, innovation and strategic thinking. Students at Acton benefit from gaining a 
truly global perspective and in turn becoming more culturally diverse. Students demonstrate the interrelated nature of 
business using business models, theories and techniques to support analysis of contemporary business issues and 
situations.   

Where does business studies lead 
after Ark Acton?     

 Studying a business-related subject strikes a balance between theoretical and practical work. Many business schools in the 
UK enjoy good relations with local and global businesses alike meaning students benefit from cutting edge business 
techniques as well as high calibre work placements during their time at university.  After graduating students can expect to 
enjoy a wide range of well-paid careers such as accounting, marketing, social policy, local and central government and 
teaching and an increasing number of business graduates now have their own businesses. Whether someone works in the 
music industry or in the military, a qualification in business will strengthen their project management capabilities and 
business graduates are viewed by many employers as having high potential for leadership. Business graduates are essential 
for a strong economy and a functioning society because only through successful businesses can we ensure employment 
opportunities for others.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 There are significant links between KS4 and KS5 business studies, allowing students to enhance their enthusiasm for the 
subject. Students will be given the tools to critically evaluate the content attained at KS4, they will develop a depth of 
knowledge covering a broad range of topics including business structures, factors impacting decision making and 
theoretical concepts of management. Students will gain a critical understanding of organisations, awareness of business 
behaviour and develop a range of skills, including decision and problem solving. Business studies at Ark Acton gives 
students the ability to acquire a range of important and transferable skills including data skills, presenting arguments, 
making judgments and conducting research.  
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Ark Acton Business Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 13   How do mission 

statements and 
corporate objective's wo
rk together to deliver 
successful result?  
  
The mission statement 
of a business is used to 
motivate employees and 
allow stakeholders to 
get a feel for the 
business. This topic 
identifies how a 
business’s mission 
statement and 
objectives allow for 
delivery 
of successful results.   
  
How can internal 
positions influence the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of a 
business?  
  
Both, qualitative 
and quantitative data 
can be used to assess 
the internal position of 
a business. This topic 
studies strategies that 
can been used to 

How can external 
environmental factors 
influence opportunities 
and threats for a 
business?    
 
Political, economic, 
social, technological, 
legal and environmental 
factors all pose 
opportunities and 
threats to a business. 
This topic studies how 
businesses can exploit 
the opportunities 
available to them and 
reduce the impact of 
risk on a business.   

How do businesses 
strategically choose 
what markets to 
compete in and what 
products to offer?   
  
Different markets pose 
various opportunities 
for new entrants. This 
topic studies the tools to 
identify opportunities 
for 
new business entrants 
to exploit.   

How to pursue business 
Strategies?   
    
Once a business has 
explored opportunities 
for new business 
ventures, strategies 
must be put into place 
to achieve successful 
outcomes. This topic 
explores strategies that 
business must take to 
enable smooth running 
of business activities.   

How do businesses 
manage strategic 
change?  
  
Businesses will be 
affected by internal and 
external changes. This 
topic explores the tools 
required to exploit 
external opportunities 
and reduce impact of 
negative change.   
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identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of a 
business.    

Year 12   How do businesses 
operate within an 
external environment?  
  
Businesses can often 
suffer as a result of 
failing to account for 
external influences. This 
topic explores external 
factors influencing the 
operation of a 
business.   
  
What are the processes 
taken by management 
when making decisions?
  
  
Managers are a 
dominating influence on 
the running of a 
business, however other 
stakeholders contribute 
the success of a 
business. This topic 
explores how decisions 
are made to achieve the 
businesses objectives.    

How do businesses 
monitor and set targets 
to improve marketing 
performance?  
  
Poor marketing 
strategies have seen the 
fall of many businesses, 
it is vital that a business 
is able to set 
appropriate marketing s
trategies. This topic 
provides students with 
the tools to assess 
marketing strategies.    

How do businesses 
make operational 
decisions to improve 
performance?  
  
It is vital that businesses 
continue to observe the 
operational 
performance to ensure 
consumers are provided 
with the best goods 
and services. This topic 
explores ways to assess 
the performance of 
different operational 
areas.    

What tools can be used 
to assess financial 
positions of a business?  
  
The most trustworthy 
measure of performance 
is finance. This topic 
identifies financial 
measures of success.   

How can human 
resourcing contribute to 
the performance of a 
business?  
  
Motivated staff can be 
the driving force behind 
a successful 
business. This topic 
explores how we can 
ensure staff are catered 
for in order to 
achieve the 
best outcomes.   
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Ark Acton Geography Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of studying 
Geography at Ark Acton?    

'Geography inspires pupils to become global citizens by exploring their own place in the world, their 
values and responsibilities to other people, to the environment and to the sustainability of the planet.'  
  
Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view 
them from different perspectives. It develops knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an 
understanding of maps, and a range of investigative and problem solving skills both inside and outside the classroom. As 
such, it prepares pupils for adult life and employment. Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding and 
resolving issues about the environment and sustainable development. It is also an important link between the natural and 
social sciences. As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and cultures. This helps them realize how 
nations rely on each other. It can inspire them to think about their own place in the world, their values, and their rights and 
responsibilities to other people and the environment. Geography develops skills that are transferrable for 
students. According to a 2010 investigation by The Guardian - Studying geography arms graduates with a mix of skills 
employers want to see, and that students who arm themselves with a geography qualification are less likely to be 
unemployed or out of work.   

Where does Geography lead after 
Ark Acton?     

It’s often said that there is no such thing as a geography job; rather there are multiple jobs that geographers do. The skills of 
critical thinking, analysing, assessing and creating developed within geography are incredibly important, but many 
students don't realise that geography also equips them with a broad range of personal learning and thinking skills (PLTs) 
such as teamwork, independent enquiry and creative thinking - all highly valued by employers and also extra-curricular 
groups that students participate in. Due to the variety of skills developed within the subject, students can go onto jobs 
within the fields of accounting and finance, business and management, law – including fast track within the police, 
teaching, council planning and development. Many geographers now go onto study international development which opens 
doors for jobs within charities and governments. Non-examined assessment will allow students to develop their 
investigative skills and collect data to generate analysis and discussions based on a chosen topic.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

Geography is engaging and relevant to today’s learners – a qualification that enables your students to engage critically with 
real world issues and places, apply their own geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to make sense of the world 
around them, and to help prepare them to succeed in their chosen pathway. Within A Level geography, students are 
exploring contemporary issues currently affecting the world today – they are researching the most up to date issues 
including natural hazards, water security (Cape Town considered nearly water dry) and climate change (current global 
warming is exponential and rapid). Key stage 5 geography develops a student’s holistic approach to the subject by not just 
seeing each topic in a singular manner but more like a jigsaw piece that can form part of a bigger picture where there are 
interlocking causes and problems. This can be seen when studying tectonic hazards and seeing that development of a 
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country can determine the level of damage and recovery you are likely to expect – Japan 2011 and Indian Ocean Tsunami 
2004.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom (UK), higher income 
countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate 
change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are 
also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes. Geography 
expects students to seek out problems, explain the causes for these and create appropriate solutions to either reduce or 
eliminate the problem. To engage the student’s ability, assessment of severity will be expected to be considered to show 
wider thinking and how different problems and solutions will not work for all but might have to be adapted.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

Pupils are expected to consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major countries and their physical and human 
features. Students will learn how geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and physical landscapes that 
change over time, e.g. coastal regions experiencing erosion or rural areas developing into urban areas. In doing so, they 
will become aware of increasingly complex geographical systems in the world around them and understand that processes 
are not simply random or out of place but more part of a wider system where there is interlocking fragile system. Students 
will begin to develop their map skills whereby not being able to just label countries, but to use a variety of maps including 
resource, choropleth and climate to retrieve and describe information. Students will develop their knowledge on location 
and place by looking a direct case studies.  

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

Geography students will begin to develop background knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both 
terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical 
context for understanding the actions of processes. Students will be expected to begin to understand the processes that give 
rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are co-dependent and how they bring about 
spatial differences and change over time.  
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Ark Acton Geography Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 13   Physical Systems 

and Sustainability  
Topic 5 - The Water 
Cycle and Water 
Insecurity:  
 
Enquiry Question 
1: What are the 
processes operating 
within the 
hydrological cycle 
from global to local 
scale?  
  
Enquiry question 
2: What factors 
influence the 
hydrological system 
over short- and long-
term timescales?  
  
Topic 6 – The 
Carbon Cycle and 
Energy Security:  
 
Enquiry Question 
1: How does the 
carbon cycle operate 
to maintain planetary 
health?  

 Physical Systems 
and Sustainability  
Topic 5 - The Water 
Cycle and Water 
Insecurity:  
 
Enquiry Question 
3: How does water 
insecurity occur and 
why is it becoming 
such a global issue for 
the 21st century?   
  
Topic 6 – The 
Carbon Cycle and 
Energy Security:  
 
Enquiry Question 3: 
How are the carbon 
and water cycles 
linked to the global 
climate system?  

Human Systems 
and Geopolitics  
  
Topic 7 – 
Superpowers:  
 
Enquiry Question 
1: What are 
superpowers and how 
have they changed over 
time?  
  
2: What are the 
impacts of 
superpowers on the 
global economy, 
political systems and 
the physical 
environment?  
  
  
  
Global 
Development and 
Connections  
  
Option Topic 8A – 
Health, Human 
Rights and 
Intervention:  

Human Systems and 
Geopolitics  
  
Topic 7 – 
Superpowers:  
Enquiry Question 3: What 
spheres of influence are 
contested by superpowers 
and what are the 
implications of this?  
  
  
Global Development 
and Connections  
  
Option Topic 8A – 
Health, Human Rights 
and Intervention:  
Enquiry Question 3: How 
are human rights used as 
arguments for political and 
military intervention?  
  
Enquiry Question 4: What 
are the outcomes of 
geopolitical interventions 
in terms of human 
development and human 
rights?  
  

Final Review 
NEA:  

 Last minutes 
changes or 
updates  
 Completion 
of forms   
 Marked and 
moderated.  

  
Revision Based 
Learning:  

 Exam 
Practice 
Questions  
 Walking 
Talking Mocks  
 Timed 
Condition Essays  
 Intervention 
Driven Lessons  

  

Revision Based 
Learning:  

 Exam Practice 
Questions  
 Walking Talking 
Mocks  
 Timed Condition 
Essays  
 Intervention 
Driven Lessons  
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Enquiry Question 
2: What are the 
consequences for 
people and the 
environment of our 
increasing demand for 
energy?  

Enquiry Question 1: 
What is human 
development and why 
do levels vary from 
place to place?  
  
Enquiry Question 
2: Why do human 
rights vary from place 
to place?  

Year 12   Topic 1: Dynamic 
Landscapes  
Tectonics 
Processes and 
Hazards:  
 
Enquiry Question 1: 
Why are some 
locations more at risk 
from tectonic 
hazards?  
  
Enquiry Question 2: 
Why do some tectonic 
hazards develop into 
disasters?  
 
Topic 2: Landscape 
Systems, Processes 
and Change  
Option 2A: 
Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
Change  
 

Topic 1: Dynamic 
Landscapes  
Tectonics Processes 
and Hazards:  
 
Enquiry Question 
3: How successful is 
the management of 
tectonic hazards and 
disasters?  
  
Topic 2: Landscape 
Systems, Processes 
and Change  
Option 2A: 
Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
Change  
 
Enquiry Question 3: 
How do glacial 
processes contribute to 
the formation of 
glacial landforms and 
landscapes?  

Topic 3: Dynamic 
Landscapes  
  
Globalisation:  
 
Enquiry Question 1: 
What are the causes of 
globalisation and why 
has it accelerated in 
recent decades?   
  
Enquiry Question 2: 
What are the impacts 
of globalisation for 
countries, different 
groups of people and 
cultures and the 
physical environment?  
  
Topic 4: Shaping 
Places  
  
Regeneration:  
Enquiry Question 1: 
How and why do 

Topic 3: Dynamic 
Landscapes  
  
Globalisation:  
 
Enquiry Question 2: What 
are the impacts of 
globalisation for countries, 
different groups of people 
and cultures and the 
physical environment?  
  
Enquiry Question 3: What 
are the consequences of 
globalisation for global 
development and the 
physical environment and 
how should different 
players respond to its 
challenges?  
  
Topic 4: Shaping 
Places  
  
Regeneration:  

Topic 4: Shaping 
Places  
  
Regeneration:  
Enquiry Question 4: 
How successful is 
regeneration?  
  
Non-Examination 
Assessment 
(NEA): Independent 
Investigation  
The purpose of this 
non-examination 
assessment is to test 
students’ skills in 
independent 
investigation. 
Students are 
required to 
undertake an 
independent 
investigation that 
involves (but which 
need not be 

Two days of human 
fieldwork:  
London based -   

 Regeneration of 
Canary Wharf from the 
London Docklands.  
 Areas currently 
undergoing 
regeneration, e.g. 
Brixton  
 Areas which have 
seen no regeneration, 
e.g. Canning Town or 
Stratford New Town.  

  
Write up of 
coursework:  

 Intro – 
Purpose/Aims  
 Methodology and 
Risk Assessment  
 Collection of 
Secondary Data and 
Presentation  
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Enquiry Question 1: 
How has climate 
change influenced the 
formation of glaciated 
landscapes over time?  
Enquiry Question 
2: What processes 
operate within glacier 
systems?  

places vary? An in-
depth study of the local 
place in which you live 
or study and one 
contrasting place.  
  
Enquiry Question 
2: Why might 
regeneration be 
needed?  

Enquiry Question 2: Why 
might regeneration be 
needed?  
  
Enquiry Question 3: How 
is regeneration managed?   

restricted to) 
fieldwork. The focus 
of the investigation 
must be derived from 
the specification the 
student is studying. 
The guidance for 
word length is 3000-
4000 words.  
  
Two days of 
physical fieldwork 
– either:  

 Glaciated 
Landscapes  
 Coasts  

(Depending on topic 
2 A or B – optional 
topic and so could be 
changed depending 
on teachers)   
  

 Data Presentation 
of Primary Data  
 Data Analysis   
 Conclusion  
 Evaluation  

  
All apart from data 
collection and 
methodology have to be 
completed independently.   

Year 11   The Changing Economic World  
 
Why is there an ever growing wealth gap 
between the rich and poor?  
 
Students will be investigating how 
development can be measured through 
indicators and assess the pros and cons of 
using singular measurements and the 
importance of using multiple – HDI. As 
students become aware of what rich and poor 
means, and how countries are in these 
positions – strategies to reduce the gap will be 

Revision  Issue Evaluation  Issue Evaluation 
and General 

Revision  

Exam Season  
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investigated. The needs of countries will be 
considered to find appropriate strategies to 
reduce global inequality.   

Year 10   The Living World  
 
How and why does the biosphere of the Earth 
vary depending on location?  
 
Students will be able to investigate how 
physical factors contribute to the conditions 
experienced in different biomes. The biomes 
will be explored in depth to look at the 
relationships between soils, water, plants and 
animals and how these help to support 
interconnected food chains. Students will be 
able to explain how humans and animals have 
adapted to these areas and assess the 
challenges they face as a result of events such 
as global warming and deforestation.    

The Challenge of 
Resource 
Management  
 
How does an ever 
changing environment 
both physically and 
human based cause an 
alteration in the 
amount of resources?  
 
As population grows 
and demand increases, 
the supply of key 
resources continues to 
reduce. Despite 
increasing technology, 
water and food 
supplies in some parts 
of the world do not 
meet the needs or 
requirements of the 
population. Students 
will use theories by 
Malthus and Boserup 
to assess how future 
demand and supply 
patterns might 
change.   

Physical Landscapes in the UK  
 
How have physical processes shaped the Earth’s 
surface to create dynamic landscapes?  
 
Landscapes along the coasts and rivers will be 
investigated as well areas shaped by glacial 
processes. Students will be able to explain how 
erosional processes such as attrition, abrasion 
and hydraulic action can shape the coastline and 
river landscapes whilst transportation and 
deposition create alternative features. Students 
will study the land formations and apply their 
knowledge to real life case studies in the UK. 
Students will also be able to see how humans 
interact with the environment and what 
potential risks they face. Study Areas include 
Coastal Landscapes, River Landscapes and 
Glacial Processes and Landforms.  

Fieldwork  

Year 9  The Challenges of 
Natural Hazards – 
Tectonic Hazards  

The Challenges of 
Natural Hazards – 
Weather Hazards  

The Challenges of 
Natural Hazards – 
Climate Change  

Urban Issues and 
Challenges – Global 
Urban Change  

Urban Issues and 
Challenges – UK 
Urban Change  

DME Linking Natural 
Hazards and Urban 
Issues  



 
 

44 
 

Why do the impacts 
and responses 
to tectonic hazards 
vary from place to 
place?  
  
During this unit 
students will be 
expected to explain 
how convection 
currents causes the 
movement of the 
tectonic plates and 
this movement can 
create a variety of 
hazards. Depending 
which plate boundary 
a country lies on will 
influence the type of 
hazard experienced 
and impacts 
generated. Students 
will then begin to 
make links between 
wealth and damage 
experienced. A HIC 
and LIC case study 
will be completed to 
make comparisons 
between impacts and 
responses.  
  

How can different 
weather types bring 
about hazards?  
  
  
Students here will 
learnt about where 
tropical storms are 
located and explain 
reasons for their 
formation. The 
different hazards of 
tropical storms will be 
considered. A HIC and 
LIC case study will be 
completed and 
compared to show how 
LIC are affected more 
tropical storms due to 
lack of protection and 
planning for the 
hazards. The UK’s 
extreme weather will 
be explained and the 
Somerset Level’s 
floods in 2014 will be 
investigated.   

Why is current global 
warming considered 
anthropogenic and 
past climate change 
natural?  
 
Students will be able to 
describe the differences 
between weather and 
climate. Weather 
measurements and 
collection will be 
investigated and 
reasons why weather 
research is important 
will be considered. The 
different types of 
rainfall and their 
conditions will be 
explored with reasons 
for their presence. 
Finally students will 
get to explore why 
different areas of the 
world experience 
different climates 
based on distance from 
the equator and 
influence of air 
pressures.   
  

How has an area become 
more urbanised and what 
impact does this have on 
people, business and 
the environment on a 
global scale?  
 
Students will describe the 
global change in rural to 
urban settlements and 
what factors affect 
urbanisation, including 
employment structure, 
education success and type 
of population. The city of 
Rio in a NEE will be 
investigated as to how it 
has changed over time and 
what the projections for 
the future are.  

Why has land use 
changed in the UK, 
less rural and more 
urban areas?  
  
Linking to the 
previous unit, 
students will now 
look at how a city in 
the UK has changed 
over time – London 
moving from 
industrial to tertiary 
based. As areas in 
the UK have declined 
due to de-
industrialisation, 
regeneration projects 
will be looked at to 
see how they are 
trying to improve 
areas. Also 
sustainability of 
living in cities will be 
considered to see 
how resources and 
space can be 
maximised and 
preserved.   

  
For this unit, students will 
be given a set of resources 
which will be explored in 
each lesson. The resource 
will be dissected section by 
section and annotated to 
explore the meanings and 
concepts. Students will 
then answer a decision 
based question whereby 
they have to use the 
information from the 
resource to come to a well 
informed and justified 
conclusion.   
  
Examination based skills 
which are essential for 
achieving the higher levels 
in geography.   

Year 8   River Processes  
How and why do 
rivers shape and alter 

The UK Economy  
How has the economy 
of the UK become 

Coastal Processes  
How is the coast being 
eroded in Happisburgh 

Economic 
Development  

Energy   
How can the world 
reduce its 

GIS and Fieldwork  
How can techniques of 
data collection be used to 
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the landscape of the 
UK?  
  
Students will explore 
how a river 
changes from its 
upper, middle and 
lower course including 
the features found at 
each stage. The 
different erosion types 
such as attrition and 
abrasion will be 
explored. They will be 
able to explain why a 
river meanders and 
creates ox-bow lakes 
which can scar the 
land.   

tertiary and 
quaternary 
dominated?  
 
The economy of the 
UK has moved 
from primary based in 
the 1600s, to 
secondary between 
1700-1950 and finally 
developed into a 
successful service from 
1950s onwards. The 
economy has changed 
to due de-
industrialisation and 
impacts on areas will 
be assessed.   

and what can be done 
to protect it?  
 
Students will learn how 
different waves 
shape the coastline and 
how longshore drift 
helps to move material. 
Erosion happens in 
many areas and 
students will look at 
different ways to 
reduce erosion by 
using cost benefit 
analysis to decide 
which the most 
appropriate defence in 
an area is.   

Why is the wealth gap 
between 
countries growing and 
what impact does this 
have?  
 
Students will describe how 
development can be 
measured and explain why 
some countries are still 
considered poor and 
others rich. Theories will 
be used to support current 
trends of HIC/MIC/LICs – 
and apply these to two 
case studies; Singapore 
and Malawi.  

consumption of fossil 
fuels to protect the 
environment?  
 
Students will be able 
to describe 
renewable and non-
renewable energy 
sources and where 
they come from. 
Reliance on fossil 
fuels will be 
explained and the 
impacts of their use 
analysed. Students 
will also consider the 
problems associated 
with supply and 
demand. They will 
explore how 
alternative energy 
sources can create 
security,.  

prove or disprove a 
hypothesis?  
 
Students will take part in 
various fieldwork tasks, 
including; field sketches, 
pedestrian counts, traffic 
counts, EQS and crime 
surveys. Students will 
learn how to carry these 
out and their purpose 
(why they do this). 
Presentation methods will 
be considered – you have 
to consider which are most 
appropriate.   

Year 7    Passport to 
Geography  
What geography skills 
can we use to retrieve 
information from a 
variety of maps?  
  
Students will learn a 
variety of skills when 
it comes to map 
reading, they include; 
map symbols, 4 and 6 

Plate Tectonics  
What processes inside 
the Earth’s crust cause 
volcanic eruptions and 
earthquakes?  
  
During this unit, 
students will be able to 
describe the features 
of the Earth’s inner 
structure (4 layers). 
They will be able to 

Weather and 
Climate  
Why do different 
countries experience 
different types of 
weather conditions and 
climate?  
 
Students will be able to 
describe the differences 
between weather and 
climate. Weather 

Climate and Change  
How does the current 
global warming cause 
differ from past climate 
change causes?  
  
Here students will describe 
how the Earth’s climate 
has changed over time, 
moving from glacial 
periods to interglacial 
periods. To support these 

Population and Urbanisation  
How and why has population structure changed 
over time?  
 
How does a growing population influence the 
change and structure of an urban area?  
  
Students will study how birth and death rates 
change over time and between countries. This 
will then be applied to the current, past and 
future population change. The UK’s population 
structure will be looked at to see how it has 
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figure grid references, 
distance and height. 
Students be able to 
explain the 
importance of each 
skill and use them on a 
variety of maps.  

explain how 
convection currents 
have allowed 
continental drift, 
where the tectonic 
plates are moving 
between 2-5cm each 
year. Depending which 
plate boundary a 
country lies on 
will influence the type 
of hazard experienced 
and impacts 
generated. Students 
will then begin to 
make links between 
wealth and damage 
experienced.   

measurements and 
collection will be 
investigated and 
reasons why weather 
research is important 
will be considered. The 
different types of 
rainfall and their 
conditions will be 
explored with 
reasons for their 
presence. Finally 
students will get to 
explore why different 
areas of the world 
experience different 
climates based on 
distance from the 
equator and influence 
of air pressures.   
  

descriptions, evidence for 
climate change will be 
analysed and reliability 
will be discussed when it 
comes to the most 
appropriate evidence type. 
Natural causes like 
sunspots, volcanic 
eruptions and orbital 
cycles will be explained 
and evidenced. Human 
activities since the 
Industrial Revolution will 
be explored, and will be 
used to explain the reasons 
for rapid temperature 
increases – linking 1970 
and onwards to direct 
human activity.   
  

changed over time. Population pyramids will 
show us whether areas have a low or high birth 
rate, and whether there is an aging population. 
We can then begin to explain the implications or 
positives for certain population characteristics.   
  
Students will look at how settlements have 
grown over time from small rural hamlets to 
bustling metropolitan areas. We will look at 
reasons why people move to and from an area – 
and how reduction or growth in a population 
can impact the city.   
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Ark Acton History Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying history at Ark Acton?    

 Historians are often asked: what is the use or relevance of studying History? Why on earth does it matter what happened 
long ago? The answer is that History is inexorable. It studies the past and the legacies of the past in the present. It would be 
unwise to deem History as a 'dead' subject, it connects things through time and inspires students to take a long view of such 
connections. Studying History provides a student with transferable skills which are not confined to the study of the past. 
Skills of analysis are invaluable in many jobs, and the ability to analyse and then prioritise information is vital to decision 
making. This not only provides a skill set for a student but it also keeps career options open.  Moreover, History is not just 
based entirely in the distant past. History at Ark Acton will allow pupils to understand current affairs, culture and societies 
from around the world. In addition, pupils will also understand the moral purpose of history in that history developed 
citizenship, helps provide identity and providing an understanding of how current life came to be. In this way, the study of 
History is explicitly relevant to all of us.    

Where does History lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 Those who study a history should be practised in applying lessons of the past to help resolve problems of the present, and 
have the ability to apply an analytical mind set to all kinds of situations and challenges. These problem-solving and 
analytical skills are relevant in just about any industry which has a focus on current societies and future developments, 
particularly in the fields of business, politics and academia. Typical careers with a history degree include careers in teaching 
and research, archiving and heritage, politics, media, business and law.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 There are significant and profound links between KS4 and KS5 so that pupils are able to enhance enthusiasm for history 
and begin to showcase an understanding of its intrinsic value and significance. Students further acquire an understanding 
of different identities within society and an appreciation of aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. 
They build on their understanding of the past through experiencing a broad and balanced course of study. Moreover; 
students develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills; make links and draw comparisons 
within and/or across different periods and aspects of the past; and organise and communicate their historical knowledge 
and understanding in different ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements. A Level History at Ark Acton, 
requires students to study the following; a Breadth study with interpretations [Russia 1917-91] ; a depth study [Mao’s 
China] and a breadth study with aspects in depth [Industrial and Social change in Britain] as well be expected to complete 
Coursework.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

At KS4 students who study History immerse themselves in the study of 4 key areas: thematic; period; British depth and 
modern depth. In thematic studies students will come to understand change and continuity across a long sweep of 
history centred on Crime and Punishment through time. Students are taught the most significant characteristics of 
different ages from the medieval to modern periods.  This may include turning points (significance), extent of, and causes 
or consequences of change. The depth studies will enable students to focus on a substantial and coherent short time span 
requiring students to understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects 
within it. These include social, economic, political, religious and military aspects. They will also develop other second order 
concepts (change, continuity, consequence, similarity, difference, significance). The period study will enable students to 
focus on a substantial and coherent medium time span of at least 50 years and requires students to understand the 
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unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with the period. These run in chronological sequence 
but should not be taken in isolation from each other – students should appreciate the narrative connections that run across 
the key topics; Reigns of King Richard and King John and Superpower Relations. The modern depth study will enable 
students to focus on a substantial and coherent short time span and require students to understand the complexity of a 
society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects within it. Depending on the depth study chosen, these 
may include social, economic, political, cultural and military aspects. For the depth study, Russia and the Soviet Union, 
there is some chronological overlap between key topics – this structure helps highlight the complexity and interplay of 
different aspects within society.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

 At KS3, pupils should extend and deepen their chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and 
world history, so that it provides a well-informed context for wider learning. Pupils should identify significant events, make 
connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends within periods and over long arcs of time. They should use historical terms 
and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways. They should pursue historically valid enquiries including some they have 
framed themselves, and create relevant, structured and evidentially supported accounts in response. They should 
understand how different types of historical sources are used rigorously to make historical claims and discern how and why 
contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. Examples of key content which is taught at a 
deeper level include the Roman invasion of Britain and the Norman Conquest during Year 7; the impact of the Industrial 
Revolution on Britain in Year 8 and women’s suffrage movement and the impact World War One and Two on Britain in 
Year 9.   

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

  At KS1 pupils should have developed an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify 
similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. In KS2, students should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly 
address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. Examples of key content 
which is taught during this stage include; the Roman Empire; Anglo-Saxons and Vikings; Britain during the Blitz; the 
development of technology and the roles significant individuals such as Elizabeth I; Emily Davison and Mary Seacole 
played.  
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Ark Acton History Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

What is your view of 
the extent of how 
effective MLK was as 
a Civil Rights 
Leader?     
   
                                       
                                     S
tudents will be 
preparing and 
drafting their 
coursework using 3 
approved chosen 
works on the impact 
of Martin Luther 
King as a Civil Rights 
leader.  
  
  
How significant were 
the designs of 
Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel in the rail and 
ship industry in the 
years 1833-59?  
  
Focus will be the 
great Western 
Railway improved 
existing rail 
networks; how his 
design and 
engineering skills 

What is your view of the 
extent of how effective 
MLK was as a Civil 
Rights Leader?    
  
                                              
                                
Students will be 
preparing and drafting 
their coursework using 3 
approved chosen works 
on the impact of Martin 
Luther King as a Civil 
Rights leader.  
  
  
  
  
What was the 
significance of John 
Kemp Starley’s cycle 
clubs and 
emancipation in 
the years 1885-1901?  
  
  
  
Focus will be on 
significance of the Rover 
Safety bicycle with 
regards to leisure 
pursuits as well as the 

To what extent did 
Herbert Austin skills as 
an industrialist lead to 
the success of market 
forces in the years 1905-
28?   
  
Focus will be on the 
success of 
the Longbridge works; 
the development of the 
Austin Seven and the 
methods the growth in 
Austin Seven ownership 
had on British society.  
  
Revision Russia  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on each of the key 
themes; communist 
government; industrial 
and social change; 
control of the people and 
social developments.  
  
  
  
  
  

Revision China   
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on each of the key 
themes; establishing 
communist rule; 
agriculture and industry; 
the cultural revolution 
and the social and 
cultural changes.  
  
Revision Industrial and 
Social Change  
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focussed 
on changing work 
conditions; childhood; 
impact on 
key individuals on the 
social and industrial 
changes in Britain.  
  
  
  
  

Revision Russia  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on each of the key 
themes; communist 
government; industrial 
and social change; 
control of the people and 
social developments.  
Revision China   
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on each of the key 
themes; establishing 
communist rule; 
agriculture and industry; 
the cultural revolution 
and the social and 
cultural changes.  
  

Revision Industrial and 
Social Change  
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focussed 
on changing work 
conditions; childhood; 
impact on key 
individuals on the social 
and industrial changes in 
Britain.  
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solved the 
engineering 
problems at the time 
as well as the impact 
of his work for 
passenger travel and 
goods transport.  
  

significance had for 
women.   
  

Year 
12   

What was the nature 
of Communist 
government in the 
years USSR, 1917-
85?  
  
Focus will on be 
establishing 
Communist control; 
Stalin in Power and 
reform; stability and 
stagnation of 
Communist politics.   
  
How was Communist 
rule established in 
the years 1948-57?  
  
  
Focus will be on what 
China was like in 
1949; the new power 
structure; defeating 
the CCP’s opponents 
and the impact of the 
Korean War.  

How did industry and 
agriculture change in the 
USSR in the years 1917-
85?    
  
  
Focus will be on the 
command economy; 
industry and agricultural 
change and the changing 
economic policies.  
  
 
How did industry and 
agriculture change in the 
years 1949-65?  
  
  
Focus will be on early 
changes in agriculture; 
the communes; the first 
Five-Year Plans and the 
Second Five Year Plan.   

How did the Soviet 
government control the 
people in the years 1917-
85?    
  
  
Focus will be on the 
media, propaganda and 
religious control; the 
introduction of a robust 
secret police and the 
state and cultural 
change.  
  
What were the motives 
behind the Cultural 
Revolution in China in 
the years 1966-76?  
  
Focus will be on Mao’s 
reasons for launching the 
Cultural Revolution; the 
Red Guards and Red 
Terror. As well as attacks 
on Mao’s political and 
class enemies and the 

What were the social 
developments in the 
Soviet Union in the years 
1917-85?    
  
  
Focus will be on social 
security; the role of 
women and the family as 
well as the changes in 
education and the impact 
on young people.   
 
  
What methods did Mao 
use to change the 
Chinese society and 
culture in the years 1949-
76?  
  
Focus will be on the 
changing status of 
women; education and 
health provision as well 
as the cultural and 
religious changes.  

 What drove the changes 
to working patterns and 
conditions in the years 
1759-1928?  
  
Focus will be on the 
changing patterns of 
adult work and working 
conditions with a 
particular look at the 
impact workers unions 
had.  
  
  
What were the reasons 
for the changes to 
children’s lives in the 
years 1759-1928?  
  
Focus will be on world of 
childhood and how 
attitudes towards 
children transformed.  
  
  
  

 What impact did 
Wedgwood’s innovations 
in production have on 
industrialisation in the 
years 1759-1787?  
  
Focus will be on the how 
his innovation 
influenced style and taste 
as well how his canals, 
impacted on trade with 
China as well as the 
abolishment of the slave 
trade.  
  
What influence did 
Samuel Gregg have on 
the cotton industry in the 
years 1784-1816?  
  
Focus will be on the 
growth of the Quarry 
Bank Mill; how Gregg 
handled the labour 
problem as well as the 
significance of the 
Quarry Bank Mill in the 
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winding down of the 
Cultural Revolution.   

development of the 
cotton industry.  
  

Year 
11   

How did Stalin 
emerge as the leader 
of the Soviet Union 
in the years 1924-
28?  
  
Focus will be on the 
struggle for power; 
the use of terror in 
the 1930s; how 
propaganda and 
censorship were used 
and the cult of 
Stalin.  
  
 
What were the 
economic changes in 
the Soviet Union 
between the years 
1928-41?  
  
Focus will be on 
changes in 
agriculture; the 
introduction of 
collectivisation; 
industrialisation and 
the Five-Year Plans.  
  
   

What were the social 
changes in the Soviet 
Union between the years 
1928-41?  
  
  
Focus will be on living 
and working conditions 
in the Soviet Union; the 
differing experiences of 
social groups; changing 
roles of women in society 
and the reasons for and 
features of persecution of 
ethnic minorities.  
  
  
What were the origins of 
the Cold War in the years 
1941-58?   
  
Focus will be on the 
breakdown of the Grand 
Alliance; the 
economic/political/milit
ary divisions of the world 
into communist and 
non-communist factions; 
the Berlin blockade and 
airlift and the Hungarian 
Crisis.  
  

How did the Cold War 
Crises intensify US-
Soviet relations?  
  
  
  
Focus will be on 
the increased tensions 
between East and West 
in relation to the Berlin, 
Cuban Missile and Czech 
Crisis and the reactions 
to each crisis.   
  
 
How and why did the 
Cold War end?  
  
  
Focus will be on the 
attempts to reduce 
tension between East 
and West during the 
period of détente; 
flashpoint events such as 
the invasion of 
Afghanistan and 
Reagan’s ‘star wars’ and 
the collapse of Soviet 
control in Eastern 
Europe.  

Revision Reigns of King 
Richard and John  
  
  
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on life and government 
in England, 
involvements overseas 
and King John’s 
downfall.  
  
Revision Warfare 
Through Time   
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on warfare and English 
society in each of the 
time periods as well as 
London and the Second 
World War.  
  

Revision Russia and the 
Soviet Union  
  
  
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on the revolutions of 
1917, the Bolshevik 
consolidation of power, 
Stalin’s rise to power and 
dictatorship and the 
economic and social 
changes.  
  
 
Revision Cold War and 
Superpower Relations   
  
  
Students will have 
revision lessons focused 
on the origins of the Cold 
War, the main crises, 
détente, the Second Cold 
War and the end of the 
Cold War.  
  

N/A  
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Year 
10   

What was life and 
government like in 
England between the 
years 1189-1216?  
  
 Focus will be on the 
nature of the feudal 
system; role and 
influence of the 
Church; kingship and 
succession; royal 
finances and English 
society.  
  
  
Why did England 
become involved in 
the Third Crusade?  
  
  
Focus will be on the 
nature of crusading; 
what Richard was 
like as a crusader 
king; the failure to 
recapture Jerusalem 
and the aftermath of 
the Crusade.  

What were the 
competing aims of 
Richard; Philip and John 
in Normandy?    
  
Focus will be on 
leadership and military 
skills of Richard; the 
significance of Chateau 
Gaillard in enabling 
Richard to regain control 
Normandy and John’s 
loss of Normandy after 
Richard’s death.  
  
 What events led to the 
downfall of King John 
between the years 1205-
1216?  
  
  
Focus will be on John’s 
dispute with the Papacy; 
his worsening relations 
with barons; the Magna 
Carta and the First 
Barons War and the 
problems 
with succession after 
John’s death.  

What was Crime and 
Punishment like in 
Medieval England in the 
years 1000-1500?  
  
Focus will be on the 
nature and changing 
definitions of criminal 
activity; the nature of law 
and punishment; the 
emphasis on deterrence 
and retribution and the 
influence of the Church 
on crime and 
punishment.  
  
 What was Crime and 
Punishment like in early 
modern England in the 
years 1500-1700?  
  
  
Focus will be on the 
nature and changing 
definitions of criminal 
activity; the nature of law 
and punishment; the 
Gunpowder Plot and 
Matthew Hopkins and 
the witch-hunts of 1645-
47.  

What was Crime and 
Punishment like in 
eighteenth century and 
nineteenth century 
England?  
  
 Focus will be on the 
nature and changing 
definitions of criminal 
activity; the nature of law 
and punishment; 
significance of 
Pentonville Prison and 
Robert Peel’s 
contribution to penal 
reform and the 
development of the 
Metropolitan Police 
Force.  
  
What was Crime and 
Punishment like in 
modern Britain?  
 
Focus will be on the 
nature and changing 
definitions of criminal 
activity; the nature of law 
and punishment; the 
treatment 
of conscientious 
objectors in the First and 
Second World Wars and 
the significance of the 

What was crime and law 
enforcement like in 
Whitechapel between the 
years 1870-1900?  
  
  
Focus will be on the 
social issues effecting 
Whitechapel; tensions 
caused by population 
increase; the 
organisation of policing; 
investigative policing 
and the Jack the Ripper 
murders.  
  
  
How can we select and 
use relevant sources for 
historical enquiries?  
  
 Focus will be on 
knowledge of local and 
national sources relevant 
to the period and issue; 
the recognition of the 
strengths 
and weaknesses of 
different types of source 
for specific enquiries and 
how to select appropriate 
sources for specific 
investigations.  

What were the features 
of the revolutions in 
Russia in 1917?  
  
  
  
  
Focus will be on Russia 
in early 1917; the 
February Revolution; the 
Provisional government 
and October Revolution.  
  
 How did the Bolsheviks 
consolidate their power 
between the years 1917-
1924?  
  
  
Focus will be on how the 
Bolsheviks secured their 
position of power; the 
Civil War; moves 
towards a totalitarian 
state and the 
economic and social 
changes which took 
place.  



 
 

53 
 

Derek Bentley case for 
the abolition of the death 
penalty.  

Year 9  Why did woman get 
the vote?  
  
Pupils will learn 
about attitudes 
towards women, 
compare and 
contrast Suffragettes 
and Suffragists and 
why women got the 
vote in 1918  
  

Why was WW1 unlike 
any other war before it?  
  
Pupils will learn about 
the causes of WWI, 
developments of 
weapons, trench warfare 
and how it was fought on 
land and sea.  

How did Hitler become 
Fuhrer?  
  
A study on the impact of 
the Treaty of Versailles 
on Germany and the rise 
of Hitler as a 
consequence.  
  

What was life like in 
Hitler's Germany?  
  
An in depth look at life in 
Nazi Germany and how 
and why the Holocaust 
happened.   
  

Why did Russia succumb 
to Communism?   
  
Pupil will study life in 
Russia and how and why 
the Tsar lost power, the 
emergence of 
communism and the 
Bolshevik Revolution 
and Stalin's dictatorial 
rule.   
  

What were the origins of 
the Cold War?  
  
A study on the causes of 
the Cold War and the 
impact crises such as 
Berlin and Cuba had on 
Us-Soviet relations.  

Year 
8   

Why was the life of a 
plantation slave so 
challenging?  
  
  
Pupils will learn 
about the reasons for 
the slave trade and 
why it was 
abolished.  
  

What was life like as a 
factory slave?   
  
  
  
Pupils will study what 
life was like for factory 
slaves in Britain and how 
the government passed 
laws to improve their 
lives.   
  

How did the lives of 
Black people in America 
change?  
  
  
Pupils will study the 
impact of segregation 
and Jim Crow Laws and 
the influence of Martin 
Luther King and the Civil 
Rights Movement.  
  
  

How did the Industrial 
Revolution transform 
Britain?  
  
Pupils will learn about 
the changes in industry 
and agriculture 
which occurred between 
1750 and 1900 and 
evaluate the impact of 
these changes.  
  

How has Crime and 
Punishment changed 
through time?  
  
The focus will be on how 
the law was enforced and 
the impact crime 
and punishment had on 
society with a case study 
on the Jack the Ripper 
murders. Focus on 
thematic approach. 
Reasons why people 
commit crime and 
how its changed. How 
enforcement has 
changed. How 
punishment had 
changed.   
  

Why did the British 
Empire rise and fall?  
  
  
Pupils will learn about 
the reasons why Britain 
had an empire and 
will evaluate its impact 
as well as look at the 
decline of empire.   
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Year 
7    

How has London 
changed through 
time?  
  
A study of the various 
ways London has 
changed from the 
Middle Ages through 
to the 21st century 
with a specific case 
study look at Acton.  

What did the Romans 
ever do for us?  
  
  
The focus will be on 
Britain prior to the 
Roman invasion and the 
positives and negatives 
in Britain of Roman 
rule.  
  

Who should be King?  
  
  
  
A look at the Norman 
conquest and why 
William of Normandy 
won the Battle of 
Hastings and the 
subsequent reign of 
William the Conqueror 
and how he changed 
England.   
  

What was Medieval 
kingship like in 
England?  
  
Pupils will study the 
reasons why Richard I 
went on crusade and how 
King John faced a 
baron’s rebellion.   
  

Why did Henry VIII 
break from Rome?  
  
A look at the reign of 
King Henry VIII and how 
his desperate search for a 
Male heir led to the 
English Reformation.  

Why did the Civil War 
break out?  
  
  
Pupils will learn about 
the causes and events of 
the English Civil War 
and its aftermath.   
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Ark Acton Maths Curriculum Map  

What is the purpose of studying 
Maths at Ark Acton?   

Learning to think in mathematical terms, i.e. logically and rationally, is an essential part of becoming a liberally-educated 

person. Maths enhances our problem solving capacity and capability, and improves our mental calculations and reasoning 

skills - all processes, which can eventually lead to lifelong success. The overall purpose is to set the foundation for other 

subjects and areas that are crucial in life. 

 
Where does Maths lead after Ark 
Acton?    

Thanks to the growing importance placed on technology, big data and economic efficiency by all kinds of organizations, 

expert number crunchers are increasingly in demand.  According to the US Bureau of Labour Statistics, between 2012 and 

2022, the job market for mathematicians is expected to grow by a whopping 23%, with a predicted median salary of 

US$110,000 (£87,660). Those who study maths are keen problem solvers, eager to make sense of even the most 

advanced equations. Academic research is a common career path, but so too are careers in business, economics and 

banking. This wide range of opportunities comes from the universal need for graduates with strong analytical and problem-

solving skills – which math graduates should have by the bucket load. 

 
What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?  

A level mathematics provides a framework within which a large number of young people continue the subject beyond GCSE 
level. It supports their mathematical needs across a broad range of other subjects at this level and provides a basis for 
subsequent quantitative work (Statistical analysis) in a very wide range of higher education courses and in employment. It 
also supports the study of AS and A level further mathematics. A level mathematics builds from GCSE level mathematics 
and introduces calculus, mechanics and its applications. It emphasises how mathematical ideas are interconnected and how 
mathematics can be applied to modelled situations using algebra, statistics representations, to help make sense of data, to 
understand the physical world through mechanics and hence to solve problems in a variety of contexts, including social 
sciences and business. It prepares students for further study and employment in a wide range of disciplines involving the 
use of mathematics. This stage consolidates and develops GCSE level mathematics and supports transition to higher 
education or employment in any of the many disciplines that make use of quantitative analysis, including those involving 
calculus. 
 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?  

At this stage, pupils should become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent 

practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that they develop conceptual understanding and the ability to 

recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. They should reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, 

conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification their answers or being able to 
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provide a mathematical proof using mathematical language and reasoning. Furthermore, they should solve problems by 

applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including 

breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?  

Key stage 3 maths is about learning to interconnect mathematical concepts that pupils can move between with ease and 

fluency. Being able to identify patterns and overlapping concepts in maths topics is key to KS3 progression. Although the 

maths topics in this stage appear to be distinct from one another on the school syllabus, however students should be able 

to make connections across the topics and build upon prior key stage 2 knowledge to develop confidence and 

fluency in maths study. KS3 maths will also help pupils develop their mathematical reasoning and maths 

problem solving to a higher, more sophisticated level. Students will find that KS3 maths will enter into other subjects, 

applicable to science, ICT and geography, for example. Some of the topics that will be covered here are: Algebra, Shape, 

Space and measures, Numbers, Addition and Subtraction, Handling Data and Statistics, Functional maths and Geometry. 

However, pupils will start seeing more difficult maths and mathematical theory. Subtopics they most likely not be familiar 

with such as trigonometry, Pythagoras, equations, probability, coordinates, powers and roots, and angles. 

 
What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?  

The principal focus of mathematics teaching in key stage 1 is to ensure that pupils develop confidence and mental fluency 
with whole numbers, counting and place value. This should involve working with numerals, words and the four operations, 
including with practical resources [for example, concrete objects and measuring tools]. At this stage, pupils should develop 
their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare and sort different shapes and use the related vocabulary. Teaching 
should also involve using a range of measures to describe and compare different quantities such as length, mass, 
capacity/volume, time and money. 
Pupils should read and spell mathematical vocabulary, at a level consistent with their increasing word reading and spelling 

knowledge at key stage 1. They also do some algebra. 
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Ark Acton Maths Curriculum Map 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year 
13  

What are the different types 

of algebraic methods? 

Algebraic Methods, 

Functions and Graphs, 

Sequences and Series, 

Binomial Expansion 

Radians 

Trigonometric Functions 

Why should you use the 

regression line to make 

predictions for values of the 

dependent variable? 

Regression, Correlation and 

Hypothesis Testing 

Conditional Probability 

How Trigonometric 

ratios are used to 

model real life 

problems? 

Trigonometric 

Modelling  

Parametric 

Equations, 

Differentiations 

 

Numerical Methods 

The Normal 

Distribution 

Moments 

Forces and Friction 

 

 Why does the rate of 

change and area under 

graph link? 

Integration 

Vectors 

Decision 1 / Decision 2 

How can parabola be used 

to define a pathway for 

the travelling ball thrown 

vertically? 

Projectiles 

Applications of Forces 

Further Kinematics 

 

Decision 2 

Revision 

Exams 

 

Revision 

Exams 

Core 3 & 4 

Calculus. 

Exams 

Year 
12  

What does algebraic 
methods help us with for 
understanding a number? 
 
 

Why is it important 

to be able to 

abstract data and 

represent it in 

different formats? 

Is probability the final 
science of determining 
ones quality of life? 
 

 
 
Differentiation, 
Integration 
 

Exponentials and 
Logarithms 
 
Forces and Motion 

Exam Style 
practice 
For both Pure and 
Applied books 



 
 

58 
 

 
 
Algebraic expressions, 
Quadratics, Equations and 
Inequalities, Graphs and 
Transformations 

 

Straight line 

Graphs, Circles, 

Algebraic Methods, 

the Binomial 

Expansion 

Data Collection 

Measures of 

Location and 

Spread 

Representation of 

Data 

Correlation 

Trigonometric Ratios, 
Trigonometric Identities 
and Equations, Vectors 
 
Probability 
Statistical Distributions 

Hypothesis testing 
Modelling in 
Mechanics 
Constant 
Acceleration 

Variable 
Acceleration 

Year 11  How can a cost of a taxi ride 
be modelled using linear 
sequences? 

How are quadratic 
sequences 
generated? 
 
Formulae, Algebraic 
Fractions, Surds, 
Functions, Proof, 
and Vectors. 

Proportion and Graphs 
and start of revision. 

Are the different 
formats of writing a 
number helpful? 
 
Fractions, Indices, 
Standard Form, 
congruence, 
Similarity and 
Vectors. 

Review and 
Revision 

Review and 
Revision 

Year 
10  

Graphs, Area and Volume. 
Averages, Range, Perimeter 
and Volume. 

Transformations, 
Constructions and 
Probability. 

Multiplicative Reasoning. 
Transformations. 
What are 
advantages/disadvantages 
of knowing/lack of skills 
on using%? 

Ratio and 
Proportion. 
Similarity and 
Congruence 
 
 

How can an 
engineer use 
Trigonometric 
Graphs, Cosine rule, 
Sine rule, Areas 
using trigonometry 
and 3D 
Trigonometry. 
 

Cumulative 
Frequency, 
Sampling, Box 
Plots and 
Histograms, 
probability and 
Multiplicative 
Reasoning. 

Year 9 How do we use coordinates 
to help us in 
communication/navigation? 

How are graphs 
drawn using 
equations? 

How does it help in 
construction industry 

Can you construct 
an accurate shape 
when given its 

Equations and 
Inequalities – 
Quadratics, 

Angles, Pythagoras' 
Theorem and 
Trigonometry. 
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Number – Powers, Factors, 
Multiples and Standard 
Form. 

 
Why is important to 
understand 
algebraic 
manipulation before 
plotting lines? 

knowledge’s of 
Pythagoras Theorem? 
 
Statistics – Diagrams, 
Time Series, Averages, 
Range and Scatter Graphs 

properties 
(angle/side 
lengths)? 

Completing the 
Square, 
Simultaneous 
Equations, 
Inequalities. 

Year 8  Prime Numbers, Angles, 
Shapes and Scale Drawing. 

Sequences 
expressions and 
equations. Powers 
and Roots 

Geometry: areas of  
triangles, angle on 
parallel lines. Equations 
and Formulae. 

Percentage change, 
Ratio and rate. 
Statistics.  

Quadratics, 
Simultaneous 
Equations, 
Trigonometry & 
Transformations. 

Statistics: data 
processing and 
investigations. 
Proof. 

Year 7   How does competency in 
the application of number 
help in everyday life? 
 

 Place Value 

 Addition 

 Subtraction 

Multiplying and 
dividing integers, 
decimals and 
application to area. 

How do we apply measure 
daily: units of measuring, 
angles, triangles, quads, 
tessellation. 
Geometry - Angles, 
Triangles & 
Quadrilaterals and 
Symmetry & Tessellation 

Manipulating 
Fractions: +,-,x, / 

Application of 
Bidmas, and 
introduction to 
Algebra. 

Percentages and 
Data collection, 
analysis, evaluation 
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Ark Acton MFL Curriculum Map  

What is the purpose of 
studying MFL at Ark Acton?    

A fundamental purpose of MFL is to encourage a genuine appreciation for language learning for pupils.  It seeks to build 
pupils’ understanding of language through concepts such as grammar, syntax and culture etc. Pupils will develop their 
reading, speaking, listening and writing skills through a variety of topics including technology, home and town, 
environment and careers.   

Where does MFL lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 MFL opens up a variety of doors for pupils and can lead to careers across all sectors. There are work opportunities within 
the government, entertainment industry, sport and engineering, to name but a few. Pupils would be interested to learn of 
the exciting prospect of working for the MI6, UN or even as an interpreter for sportsmen. Pupils would also be interested to 
know that historically, most universities prefer a GCSE in languages for most courses.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Pupils are expected to rely on their knowledge of KS4 in terms of grammar and vocabulary. There is also a significant focus 
on culture and lifestyle in the countries where French and Spanish are spoken. In addition to this, pupils are encouraged to 
draw on their own experiences and make comparisons between them. There is also the expectation for more spontaneous 
and fluent speech. Pupils will also study TL literature and cinema as part of the course. So here, the focus will be not 
only France and Spain but other countries where these languages are spoken. There is a lot of cross curricular material that 
requires prior research for both pupils and teachers, e.g. the first topic of AS links well with History and Sociology.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Pupils are expected to rely on and know KS3 knowledge of conjugation and tenses, as these two concepts lend themselves to 
all topics covered in KS4. They will be assessed on their ability to manipulate the target language (TL) in order to discuss 
other people's perspectives and opinions. Aside from this, pupils will also be assessed on their accuracy, content, flow and 
grammar. Over the course of study, the topics will be separated into different topics and sub-themes.  
  
Theme 1: Identity and culture  

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends   
o Relationships with family and friends  
o Marriage/partnership  

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life   
o Social media  
o Mobile technology  

Topic 3: Free-time activities   
o Music  
o Cinema and TV  
o Food and eating out  
o Sport  
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Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries/communities   
  
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region   
Topic 2: Social issues   

o Charity/voluntary work  
o Healthy/unhealthy living  

Topic 3: Global issues   
o The environment  
o Poverty/homelessness  

Topic 4: Travel and tourism   
  
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  

o Topic 1: My studies   
o Topic 2: Life at school/college   
o Topic 3: Education post-16   
o Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

We assume that pupils have no prior learning from KS2, as this is the case a lot of the time. We begin with basics such as 
greetings, numbers and colours. We then move on to description and then grammar. Throughout the course there is 
varying degree of focus on conjugations and tenses, depending on the set. We teach KS3 with KS4 in mind and as a result 
our topics for KS3 fit in with what’s taught at KS4.   
Theme 1: Identity and Culture  
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest  
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 Currently students have little or no prior learning of MFL at KS2. This could be for a few reasons, but mainly because KS2 
teachers may not be subject specialists. Where there is prior learning, often it is from another language, although this is still 
helpful. In many cases language learning has taken place at home, i.e. such as with native speakers.   
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Ark Acton MFL Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

Teacher A -   
Spanish - 
¿Cuáles son 
los beneficios y 
los aspectos negativo
s de la inmigración?  
  
A discussion on 
immigration in 
Spain and Spanish 
speaking world. The 
positives and 
negatives aspects of 
immigration.  
  
French 
– quels sont les 
aspects positifs d’un
e société diverse?  
  
A discussion on 
diversity and 
tolerance in society. 
The positive aspects 
of multiculturism.    
  
 
Teacher B -   
Spanish - ¿cómo es 
la actitud de 
los jóvenes hacia la p
olítica?   

Teacher A -   
Part 1  
Spanish -   
¿Cómo son 
las actitudes de 
los españoles sobre el raci
smo?  
  
A discussion of racism 
and xenophobia in Spain. 
Ways to fight racism and 
look at anti-racism 
legislations.   
  
Part 2  
¿de qué trata el libro?  
  
Introduction to the study 
of the book.   
Esquivel 
– como agua para 
chocolate. The meaning 
of the title and the 
background to the book.  
  
French - Quelle vie pour 
les marginalisés ?   
  
A discussion 
about marginalisation in 
France – the homeless, 
the poor, etc...   

Teacher A -   
Part 1   
Spanish - ¿Cuáles son 
los aspectos positivos de 
la convivencia de culturas
?  
  
A discussion on diversity 
and tolerance in society. 
The positive aspects of 
multiculturism.  
  
Part 2   
¿Quiénes son 
los protagonistas del libr
o?  
  
A look at the different 
characters of the book, 
mainly Tita.   
  
French – 
comment traite-t-on 
les criminels?  
  
A look at criminality and 
people’s 
attitude towards it. The 
success or failure of 
prisons.   
  
Part 2 -   

A continuation from 
spring 1 till topic is 
completed.   
  
Teacher B -   
What aspect of 
France/Spain or French/ 
Spanish culture, art or 
politics would you 
choose to research and 
talk about as part of your 
independent research?  
  
Support students in 
independent research, 
give them ideas and 
examples.   

Teacher A:   
Revision of the novel and 
the film (from year 12).  
Intensive practice of 
essay-writing skills.  
  
  
  
  
Teacher B:  
Intensive practice of 
skills for exam and 
assessment: speaking 
with stimulus card and 
independent research 
outcomes.  
  
  

Teacher A:   
Revision of the novel and 
the film (from year 12).  
Intensive practice of 
essay-writing skills.  
  
  
  
  
Teacher B:  
Intensive practice of 
skills for exam and 
assessment: speaking 
with stimulus card and 
independent research 
outcomes.  
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French – 
comment est l’attitu
de des ados envers la 
politique?   
  
The youth of today 
and their opinions 
about politics -
activism or apathy. 
Discussion of an 
ideal society.   
  

Discuss the attitudes 
towards them.    
  
Part 2  
De quoi parle le livre?  
  
Introduction to the study 
of the book.   
Molière - le Tartuffe  
The meaning of the title 
and the background to 
the book.  
   
Teacher B -   
Spanish - 
¿cómo ha cambiado Espa
ña a lo largo de los años?  
  
The political changes in 
Spain over the years. A 
look at Franco’s 
dictatorship, the 
monarchy and Latin-
American dictatorships.   
  
French -

Manifestations, grèves 
– à qui le pouvoir ?  
A discussion on strikes 
and power of 
unions. Also, a look at the 
effectiveness of strikes.   

Qui sont les charactères p
rincipaux du livre?  
  
A look at the different 
characters of the book.   
  
Teacher B -   
Spanish -   
Habla de 
la efectividad los movimi
entos populares.  
  
A discussion on strikes 
and power of unions. 
Also, a look at the 
effectiveness of strikes.  
  
French – quels sont les 
aspects positifs et négatif
s de l’immigration?   
  
A discussion on 
immigration in Spain and 
Spanish speaking world. 
The positives and 
negatives aspects of 
immigration.  
  

Year 
12   

Teacher A -   Teacher A -   
Grammar –  

Teacher A -   
Grammar -   

Continue with topics 
from spring 1 for 2 more 
weeks.   

Continue work on the 
film.   
  

Re-teach of the grammar 
from the whole year.   
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Grammar – 
perfect/preterit and 
imperfect tenses  
  
Spanish - 
¿cómo ha cambiado l
a familia en España?
  
  
Description of the 
various types of 21st-
century Spanish 
family and how 
these differ from 
family model of the 
past. Discuss the 
change in the 
woman’s role in 
society, views on 
marriage and 
divorce, influence of 
the catholic church 
in family life, etc...  
  
French – comment 
la 
structure familiale a-
t-elle changé au fil 
des années?  
  
A 
description and disc
ussion on trends in 
marriage and other 
forms of partnership 

Spanish: present and 
present continuous, the 
future 
and conditional tenses  
French: use of infinitive 
constructions, object pro
nouns and present 
tense.   
  
Spanish 
- ¿Qué influencias tiene l
a tecnologia en nuestras v
idas?  
  
Discuss the positive 
and/or negative influence 
of the internet, of 
smartphones and social 
networks on society. 
Look at dangers of social 
media like 
cyberbullying.   
  
French – comment 
la technologie a-t-
elle changé la vie 
du Français moyen?  
  
Describe and discuss how 
technology has 
transformed everyday 
life. We need to consider 
the dangers of digital 
technology 
(smartphones, social 

Spanish: indefinite 
adjectives, perfect tense, 
pluperfect tense, future 
perfect and conditional 
perfect.   
French: use connectives, 
conditional tense 
and si sentences and 
future tense.  
  
Spanish - 
¿crees que existe igualida
d entre los sexos?  
  
Discuss women in the 
world of work. Discuss 
male chauvinism and 
look at the role of 
feminism. Understand 
and talk about changes to 
LGBT rights. Finally, 
discuss gay marriage in 
Spain and the Hispanic 
world.   
  
French – 
le bénévolat, qu’est-
ce que c’est? 
Et ça vous intéresse?  
  
Examine the voluntary 
sector in France and the 
range of work volunteers 
provide. Discuss the 
benefits of voluntary 

  
Teacher A and Teacher B 
start with the film.   
  
Spanish -   
¿De qué trata la película? 
  
  
A discussion of the 
themes and background 
of the film (Labirinto 
del Fauno)  
  
French -   
De quoi parle le film?  
  
A discussion of the 
themes and background 
of the film (Entre 
les murs)  
  

Spanish -   
¿Quienes son 
los protagonistas de 
la película?   
  
French -   
Qui sont les personnages 
principaux du film?  
  
Look at the various 
characters in the film, 
consider their 
importance in the story 
and how they have 
evolved over the length of 
the film. Also, discuss the 
message behind the 
film.   
The film will be analysed 
scene by scene.   

Teacher A -   
Focus on film and essay-
writing skills and 
translations.   
  
Teacher B -   
Focus on speaking with 
stimulus card as well as 
focus on reading and 
listening skills.   
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(e.g. le pacs). Look at 
the merits and 
problems of 
different family 
structures (single 
parenthood, 
reconstituted family, 
etc...)  
  
Teacher B -   
Grammar -   
Spanish : direct 
and indirect object 
pronoun and passive 
voice.  
French : adjective 
agreements, 
comparatives and 
superlatives, use 
the subjuntive.   
  
Spanish - ¿crees que 
los ídolos tienen de
masiada influencia a
ctualmente?   
  
Discuss positive 
and/or negative 
influence celebrities 
(singers, actors, 
models, etc..) have 
on people and 
society.   
  

networks). Finally look at 
the different users of 
digital technology and 
discuss possible future 
developments.   
  
Teacher B -   
Grammar -   
Spanish 
: present subjunctive of 
regular verbs and perfect 
tense in the subjunctive.   
French : use question 
forms and command 
forms, use the 
subjunctive and 
conditional tense.  
  
Spanish - España, 
¿es realmente diferente?  
  
Describe and discuss 
Spanish customs and 
traditions. Discuss 
similarities and 
differences in the 
gastronomy in Spain. 
Finally, consider the 
languages that are 
spoken in Spain and the 
issues surrounding 
them.   
  
French – on dit que la 
musique 

work for those that are 
helped and how 
beneficiaries request 
help. Finally, look at the 
benefits of voluntary 
work for those that do it 
and for society as a 
whole.   
  
Teacher B -   
Grammar -   
Spanish : demonstrative 
and possessive adjectives. 
Use imperatives.   
French : use infinitive 
constructions, 
use si sentences with 
pluperfect and use 
connectives followed by 
the subjunctive.  
  
Spanish 
- ¿Merece la pena cuidar 
del patrimonio cultural?  
  
Understand civilisations 
that contributed to the 
cultural heritage of 
Spain, discuss the pre-
Columbian heritage of 
Latin America. Discuss 
Spanish and Latin 
American artists and the 
role of architecture in 
Spain. Finally, look at the 
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French 
– il n’y a rien de plus 
important 
que notre patrimoin
e. Qu'en pensez-
vous?  
  
Understand the 
notion of heritage 
and heritage 
preservation, 
consider ways 
in which some of the 
country’s most 
famous heritage 
sites market 
themselves, look at 
UNESCO world 
heritage sites and 
discuss how they 
were chosen and the 
process to follow.   
  

francophone est en déclin
. Que pensez-
vous de cette opinion?  
  
Consider the popularity 
of contemporary 
francophone music and 
its diversity of genre and 
style. Also, consider who 
listens to the music and 
discuss the threats to 
contemporary 
francophone music and 
how it might be 
safeguarded.   

diversity of Hispanic 
music and dance.   
  
French 
– pourquoi le septième ar
t?  
  
Consider a variety of 
aspects of French 
cinema, look at the major 
developments in the 
evolution of French 
cinema from 
its beginnings until the 
present day. Finally, 
consider the continuing 
popularity of French 
cinema and film 
festivals.   
  

Year 
11   

Re-teach of 
past topics. (2 
weeks)  
  
Theme 1: Topic 2 
-  
Technology   
Spanish -   
¿Qué piensas de 
la tecnología?  
  
French -   

Theme 2: Topic 7 – 
Global Issues  
Spanish -   
¿Es importante cuidar al 
mundo?  
  
French -   
Est-il important de 
prendre soin du monde?  
  
Grammar:   

Theme 2: Topic 6 – 
Social Issues   
Spanish -   
¿Eres una 
persona benévola?  
  
French -   
Êtes-
vous une personne bienv
eillante?  
  
Grammar:  

Revision and 
reteach with a focus on 
closing gaps.  

Revision and 
reteach with a focus on 
closing gaps.  
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Qu'est-
ce que tu penses de 
la technologie?  
  
Grammar:   
Past tense (regular 
and irregular), 
formulating 
questions, future 
tense.   
  
Discuss different 
social medias and 
give opinions about 
them. Talk about 
mobile technology 
use and overuse.   
  

The pluperfect 
and preterite tense, the 
subjunctive, negative 
expressions 
and if clauses.  
  
Describing environmenta
l problems and 
solutions. Talking about i
nequality and poverty aro
und the world.  

The conditional, 
imperfect tenses and 
also present subjunctive. 
Negative structures.  
  
Talking about charity and 
voluntary work. 
Discussing personal well-
being (health and 
lifestyle).  
  
  

Year 
10   

Theme 2: Topic 2 
– Home & Town  
Spanish -   
¿Cómo es tu barrio?  
  
French -   
Comment est ton 
quartier?  
  
Grammar:  
Prepositions, 
quantifiers rules of 
agreement and 
pronouns. Also, the 
preterite tense and 
conditional 
of irregular verbs.    

Theme 1: Topic 4 – 
Customs & Festivals  
  
Spanish -   
¿Fuiste a una fiesta 
el año pasado?  
  
Grammar:  
The preterite and 
imperfect past tenses, 
Conjugating irregular 
verbs in the past.  
  
French -   
Êtes-
vous allé à une fête l'anné
e dernière?  

Theme 1: Topic 3 - 
Free-time activities  
  
Spanish -   
¿Que haces en tu tiempo l
ibre?  
  
French - Qu'est-ce que tu 
aimes faire pendant ton 
temps libre?  
  
Grammar: Perfect tense a
nd 
future tenses. Regular an
d irregular verb changes. 
Time indicators    
  

Theme 2: Topic 8 - 
Travel & Tourism  
  
Spanish -   
¿Te gusta viajar?  
  
French – Où passes-
tu normalement les vacan
ces ?  
  
Grammar: Expressions 
of sequence, Revision of 
the preterite and 
imperfect. 
Using different tenses to 
show three different time 
frames.  

Theme 3: 
Topic 11 – Current & 
future study and 
employment   
  
Spanish - ¿Vale 
la pena ir a 
la universidad?  
  
French 
– université ou apprentis
sage?  
  
Grammar: Learning com
mon suffixes, if clauses 
with different tenses and 

Revision and 
reteach with a focus on 
closing gaps.  
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Describing your 
home, area 
and region. Compari
ng and describing 
pros and  where you 
live. Discussing your 
ideal home.  
  
  
  

  
Grammar:  
Reflexive verbs in the 
perfect tense plus using 
the infinitve. Imperfect 
tense of common verbs.   
Using the perfect and 
imperfect together   
  
Talking about the culture 
and customs of regional 
festivals across the 
French and Spanish 
speaking world.   
  

Talking about free 
time activities in three te
nses. Justifying opinions 
on music, sport, TV and 
film. Also describing goo
d and bad eating habits 
and how to keep fit.   

  
Talking about holiday 
preferences. 
Describing where you 
have travelled before and 
where you’d like to go in 
the future. Also 
discussing 
ideal holidays.   

the passive voice in the 
present tense.  
  
Talking about current 
and future education 
plans. Discussing careers 
and ideal jobs.   

Year 
9  

My Family  
  

Spnish: Cómo es t
u familia?  
Te llevas bien 
con tu familia?  
French: 
comment est ta fa
mille?  
Tu t’entends bien 
avec ta famille?  
  
Grammar: Present 
tense and reflexive 
verbs. Adjectival 
agreement and 
making 
comparisons.   
  

My Family  
  
Spanish: qué haces co
n tu familia o amigo 
el fin de semana?   
French: Que fais-
tu avec 
ta famille ou copain le 
week-end?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
past tense and near 
future.   
  
Continue with topic of 
family and explore 
activities done with the 
family or friends on the 
weekend.   
  

Free time  
  
Spanish: qué te gusta 
hacer en tu tiempo lib
re?  
French: qu’est-
ce que tu aimes faire 
pendant ton temps 
libre?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, use of since, 
direct object pronouns, 
imperfect tense.  
  
Discuss free time 
activities – sport, surfing 
the internet and opinion 
about the internet, 

Food and clothes   
  
Spanish: te gusta ir de
 compras y  ir a restau
rante? French: tu aim
es faire du shopping 
et aller aux 
restaurants?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, reflexive verbs, 
daily routines, 
verbs pouvoir/poder and 
devoir/ deber   
  
Discuss food and 
shopping. Talk about 
daily routines 
and healthy living.   
  

Continue with topic of 
“food and clothes” for 
two more weeks.   
  
Festivals and 
traditions  
  
Spanish: qué haces pa
ra celebrar las 
fiestas?  
French: Que fais-
tu pour celebrer les 
fetes?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
past tense and near 
future.   
  
Discuss festivals and 
traditions in our towns as 

Festivals and 
traditions  
  
Spanish: qué haces pa
ra celebrar las 
fiestas?  
French: Que fais-
tu pour celebrer les 
fetes?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
past tense and near 
future.   
  
Continue with topic 
of festivals and traditions 
in our towns as well as in 
French/Spanish speaking 
countries. Look at food 



 
 

69 
 

Discussing 
relationships with 
family and friends. 
Giving physical 
description of self 
and others  
  

 watching TV and film 
reviews.  

well as in 
French/Spanish speaking 
countries. Look at food 
and routines for the 
festival.   
  

and routines for the 
festival.   
  
 

Year 
8   

Teen life  
  
Spanish: qué te g
usta ver o leer?  
French: Qu’est-
ce que tu aimes re
garder ou lire?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, opinion and 
adjectival 
agreement  
  
Discuss TV 
programmes, film 
genres, books and 
activities that can be 
done on the 
internet.  
  

Food and drink   
  
Spanish: qué comes 
para el desayuno o 
para la cena?  
French: Qu’est-
ce que tu manges pou
r le petit 
dejeuner ou le diner?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
opinion and adjectival 
agreement.  
  
Discuss food and drink, 
talk about meal times, 
ordering at the 
restaurant.   
  
  

Spend two more weeks 
on the topic of food and 
drink.   
  
Tourism  
  
Spanish: qué hiciste d
urante las vacaciones 
el ano pasado?  
French: Qu’est-
ce que tu as fait 
pendant 
les vacances l’annee d
erniere?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, past tense, near 
future, opinion and 
adjectival agreement  
  
Discuss holiday 
destinations, types of 
holidays we prefer, 
transport, weather, 
activities on holiday in 
different tenses.  
  

Tourism  
  
Spanish: qué hiciste d
urante las vacaciones 
el ano pasado?  
French: Qu’est-
ce que tu as fait 
pendant 
les vacances l’annee d
erniere?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, past tense, near 
future, opinion and 
adjectival agreement  
  
Discuss holiday 
destinations, types of 
holidays we prefer, 
transport, weather, 
activities on holiday in 
different tenses.  

Spend two more weeks 
on the topic of tourism.  
  
My house  
  
Spanish: como es tu c
asa?  
French: comment est 
ta maison?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, past tense, near 
future, opinion and 
adjectival agreement  
  
Discuss different areas 
and house types, describe 
houses, rooms in a house 
and items in a bedroom.   

My house  
  
Spanish: como es tu c
asa?  
French: comment est 
ta maison?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, past tense, near 
future, opinion and 
adjectival agreement  
  
Discuss different areas 
and house types, describe 
houses, rooms in a house 
and items in a bedroom.   
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Year 
7    

My family and I  
  
Spanish: como er
es?  
French: tu es 
comment?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, gender, 
adjectival 
agreement.  
  
Introduction to the 
language, alphabet, 
numbers, name, age, 
birthday. Physical 
description, pets, 
colours, 
personality.   

My family and I  
  
Spanish: como eres?  
French: tu es 
comment?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, gender, adjectival 
agreement.  
  
Introduction to the 
language, alphabet, 
numbers, name, age, 
birthday. Physical 
description, pets, colours, 
personality.   
  
  
  

At school  
  
Spanish: como es tu e
scuela?  
French: comment est 
ton ecole?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
gender, adjectival 
agreement, opinions, 
telling the time.  
  
Discuss school subjects, 
timetable, teachers, 
school building. Tell the 
time. Opinion on subjects 
and school.   

Free time and 
hobbies  
  
Spanish: que haces en
 tu tiempo libre?  
French: 
que fais tu pendant 
ton temps libre?  
  
Grammar: present 
tense, new verb (t play 
and to do), time 
expressions.  
  
Discuss sports and free 
time activities. Talk 
about hobbies as well as 
technology. How they use 
their phone.   

Spend one more week on 
free time and hobbies.   
  
My town  
  
Spanish: como es tu ci
udad?  
French: comment est 
ta ville?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
gender, adjectival 
agreement, expressions 
like (there is, one can …), 
opinions and 
comparative.  
  
Discuss compass points, 
places in town, 
description of the town. 
Give directions and what 
can be done in the 
town.    

My town  
  
Spanish: como es tu ci
udad?  
French: comment est 
ta ville?  
  
Grammar: present tense, 
gender, adjectival 
agreement, expressions 
like (there is, one can …), 
opinions and 
comparative.  
  
Discuss compass points, 
places in town, 
description of the town. 
Give directions and what 
can be done in the 
town.    
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Ark Acton Music Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of studying 
Music at Ark Acton?  

Learning music is a meaningful and gratifying experience for students (as well as for people of all ages). The mixture of 
creativity, discipline, and communication that music study demands of our students helps them succeed in school, in 
society, and in life.  Music Education enhances learning skills, communication skills, creativity, teamwork, discipline, 
cultural awareness, respect for others, and self-esteem through personal accomplishment.   

Where does Music lead after Ark 
Acton?  

Students can follow many pathways, such as Music at A level, work in the Music Industry following an apprenticeship route 
or using the skills learnt to follow whatever career they wish to adopt.  You can go on to do A Level Music, a 
BTEC Performing Arts course at College or a Music Technology course / A Level.  
A career in music   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?  

A passion for music is essential grounds for studying it at any level, so naturally, to take A Level Music requires skill, 
determination and dedication. It is expected that students understand the concept of staff notation and have covered the 
theory concepts within the grade 5 Associated Board of the Royal School of Music syllabus.   
Students also need to be aware that the minimum performance requirement for Year 12 is Grade 6 and the minimum 
performance requirement for Year 13 is Grade 7. The exam board demands that students studying the course have this level 
of proficiency on their voice or instrument, so each piece performed is to a high standard.  The course is made up of 
listening, performance and compositional units.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?  

The school offers GCSE Music and BTEC Music First Diploma, Level 1 and 2.  
It is vital that GCSE students realise the importance of either 1. playing an instrument or 2. singing on a regular basis 
throughout their GCSE years. The performance component counts for 30% of their final mark, so singing or playing is 
something that should be occurring at home, if not in public, on a regular basis. Many students who begin playing an 
instrument at the beginning of Year 9 successfully complete the course with performances of a high standard. Students who 
already play an instrument, are at an advantage as it will count towards a third of their GCSE grade. Students also study 
how to compose music from various genres linked to the 4 areas of study learnt under the Listening and Appraising 
Component.  They compose two pieces under the guidance of the specialist Music teacher which comprises of 30% of the 
full mark.  The third component for GCSE Music is the Listening and Appraising which includes 8 music set works in four 
Areas of Study. This final component is worth 40% .  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

The KS3 curriculum is written with the explicit purpose of allowing all students equal access to study a GCSE Music at 
KS4. At KS3 we operate a 'have a go' policy. All students are expected to try all performance, composition, listening and 
written tasks that are set, regardless of their level of musical experience. They can expect tasks to be differentiated to cater 
for the most able performers (we often have grade 4 and 5 players in Year 7 and 8) to those who have had little musical 
experience.  
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What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?  

The Ealing Music Hub provides some provision for instrumental lessons and music workshops and opportunities for 
singing.  There is a greater emphasis on singing in the new programmes of study, linking to the National Plan’s aspiration 
for regular singing in all schools and at all key stages. This will also help with the development of ‘internalising skills’ which 
are specifically mentioned.  The need for pupils to access live and recorded music is also explicitly mentioned.  
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Ark Acton Music Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 11   Component 1:   

Listening and 
Appraising  
Area of Study:  
 
Instrumental Music- 
Bach: ‘Brandenburg 
Concerto Mvt 3’ & 
Beethoven: ‘Piano 
Sonata in c 
minor - ‘Pathetique’   
  
Area of 
Study 2:  Vocal Music: 
Purcell : Music for a 
While & Queen : 
‘Killer Queen’  
  
How do I manipulate 
my knowledge of the 
elements of music to 
analyse the set works 
with a focus on Area 
of Study 1 and 2?  
  
Students analyse each 
set work with a focus on 
the elements of music 
such as structure, 
timbre, dynamics, 
tempo, texture and 
playing techniques of 

Component 1:   
Listening and 
Appraising  
Area of Study 3  
  
Music for stage 
and screen:  Swartz: 
’Defying Gravity’, 
Williams ‘Star Wars’   
   
Area of 
Study 4:  Fusion  
Afro Celt 
Sound System:’Release’ 
& Spalding: ‘Samba em 
Preludio’  
  
How do I manipulate 
my knowledge of the 
elements of music to 
analyse the set works 
with a focus on Area of 
Study 3 and 4?  
  
Students analyse each 
set work with a focus on 
the elements of music 
such as structure, 
timbre, dynamics, 
tempo, texture and 
playing techniques of 
the featured 

Component 1:   
Listening and 
Appraising  
Revision of all 8 
set works  
 
How do I answer the 
long essay question and 
the ‘dictation 
question for 
all 8 set works?  
  
Students analyse each 
set work with a focus on 
the elements of music 
such as structure, 
timbre, dynamics, 
tempo, texture and 
playing techniques of 
the featured 
instruments in each set 
work.  
  
Component 
2: Performance  
How do I make 
necessary changes to my 
solo and ensemble 
performance pieces to 
improve my marks?  
  

Component 1:   
Listening and 
Appraising  
REVISION of all 8 
set works  
 
What revision 
techniques can I use 
for all eight 
music set works?  
   
Students analyse each 
set work with a focus on 
the elements of music 
such as structure, 
timbre, dynamics, 
tempo, texture and 
playing techniques of 
the featured 
instruments in each set 
work.  
  
Component 3:            
Composition 1:   
How do I make critical 
changes to Composition 
1 and 2 to gain more 
marks?  
  
Based on a chosen 
brief, students compose 
a piece of music with a 
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the featured 
instruments in each set 
work.  
  
Component 
2: Performance   
Solo & Ensemble  
How do I choose and 
appropriate /suitable 
Solo and Ensemble 
Piece?  
  
Students work on their 
chosen instrument 
focussing on performing 
their Solo and Ensemble 
pieces accurately, 
fluently and with 
expression.  
  
Component 3 
: Composition 2 
Compose to a 
given Brief  
What are the building 
blocks towards creating 
a successful 
composition?  
  
Based on a chosen 
brief, students compose 
a piece of music with a 
focus 
on structure, timbre, 
tonality, harmony, 

instruments in each set 
work.  
  
   
Component 
2: Performance  
Solo & Ensemble  
Which performance 
techniques should I 
focus on to improve my 
level?  
  
Students work on their 
chosen instrument 
focussing on performing 
their Solo and Ensemble 
pieces accurately, 
fluently and with 
expression.  
  
Component 3 
: Composition 1 : 
Free Composition  
Composition 2 
: Compose to a given 
Brief  
What are the building 
blocks towards creating 
a successful 
composition?  
  
Based on 
a chosen brief, students 
compose a piece of 
music with a focus on 

Students work on their 
chosen instrument 
focussing on performing 
their Solo and Ensemble 
pieces accurately, 
fluently and with 
expression.  
  
Component 3: 
Composition 1 : Free 
composition  
 
(Making necessary 
revisions)  
 
Composition 2 
Compose to a given 
brief Brief  
  
How do I make critical 
changes to Composition 
1 and 2 to gain more 
marks?  
  
Based on a chosen 
brief, students compose 
a piece of music with a 
focus on structure, 
timbre, tonality, 
harmony, texture, 
tempo, dynamics and 
meeting the 
requirements of their 
chosen brief.  

focus on structure, 
timbre, tonality, 
harmony, texture, 
tempo, dynamics and 
meeting the 
requirements of their 
chosen brief.  
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texture, tempo, 
dynamics and meeting 
the requirements of 
their chosen brief.  

structure, timbre, 
tonality, harmony, 
texture, tempo, 
dynamics and meeting 
the requirements of 
their chosen brief.  

Year 10   Unit 1: The Music 
Industry: What are the 
different organisations 
found within the music 
industry?  
  
Students study the 
organisations such as 
record companies, roles 
such as a music 
producer, Health & 
Safety in the Music 
Industry and Musicians 
Rights.  
   
Unit 4: Music 
Composition  
What are the building 
blocks towards creating 
a successful 
composition 
through  the use of 
music technology 
software?  
  
Students manipulate the 
Logic Pro X software to 
create a 

Unit 1: The Music 
Industry : What are 
the different 
organisations found 
within the music 
industry?  
  
Students study the 
organisations such as 
record companies, roles 
such as a music 
producer, Health & 
Safety in the Music 
Industry and Musicians 
Rights.  
   
Unit 4: Music 
Composition  
What compositional 
techniques do I include 
to meet the set brief?  
  
Students manipulate the 
Logic Pro X software to 
create a composition 
according to a set brief.  

Unit 2: Planning a 
Music Product  
How do we create a 
music product to be 
launched at ARK Acton 
Academy?  
  
Students follow a brief 
to produce a CD 
of popular music 
recorded by them.  

Unit 2: Planning a 
Music Product  
How do we create a 
music product to be 
launched at ARK Acton 
Academy?  
  
Students follow a brief 
to produce a CD of 
music recorded by 
them.  
  
  

Unit  
Recording  
What recording skills 
and techniques do I 
need in order 
to fulfil the role of a 
Sound Engineer?  
  
Students will follow a 
set brief to record a 
specific set of pieces.  

Unit  
Recording  
What recording skills 
and techniques do I 
need in order to fulfil 
the role of a Sound 
Engineer?  
  
Students will follow a 
set brief to record a 
specific set of pieces.  
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composition according  
to a set brief.  

Year 9  Which technical 
skills are needed on 
your ‘specialist’ 
instrument, to engage 
with more complex 
melodic, harmonic and 
rhythmic content for an 
ensemble performance?  
  
Through the medium 
of Brazilian and jazz 
music We will be 
studying Melody, 
harmony and rhythm to 
focus on ensemble skills 
which entails awareness 
of balance between the 
parts, timing and 
accurate performance.   
  
  

Term 1 unit continued  How do we apply our 
knowledge of the 
concepts of melody, 
rhythm and harmony to 
the world of electronic 
dance music, and how 
do we manipulate 
texture and exploit 
technology within a 
stylistic creative 
project?  
  
This unit 
covers the composing co
mponent of the course 
where students will be 
guided towards 
composing an  
Electronic Dance Music 
piece using 
Garageband/Logic Pro 
X.  
  
  

Term 2 unit continued  How do we draw on our 
knowledge of musical 
elements, instrumental 
skills and creativity to 
compose and perform 
an original song?  
  
This unit will involve 
learning 
how to compose a song 
by studying   
Song writing techniques 
such as Melody, 
Harmony and Rhythm.  
  
  

Term 3 continued  
  

Year 8   How do we explore 
repetition and 
development through 
an ensemble 
performance project 
that requires increasing 
part independence?  
  
  

How do we develop our 
vocal technique, aural 
skills and confidence 
when creating and 
performing a cappella 
mash-ups of well-
known pop songs in 
small groups?   
  

How do we unpack the 
secrets of scales (major 
and pentatonic) and 
catchy melody writing 
whilst introducing the 
essentials of a good and 
sustainable keyboard 
technique?  
  

How do we read 
western music notation 
and what technological 
opportunities are there 
in the composition 
process?  
  
This unit will consist of 
composing a piece on 

How do we choose an 
instrumental 
‘specialism’ and 
improve our technical 
and ensemble skills 
when playing within a 
band and how do we 
improve our musical 
literacy to be able to 

Term 3 continued.  
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We will be analysing 
and performing the 
Melody of 
Pachelbel's Canon from 
the Baroque Period.  
  
  

We will be analysing 
and performing the 
Melody of 
Pachelbel's Canon from 
the Baroque Period.  
  
  

  
We will be learning 
keyboard technique and 
how 
to play Pentatonic piece
s on the keyboard.  

the keyboard, using the 
Pentatonic scale.  

work from notation, 
chord charts and tab?  
  
This unit will consist of 
a group performance of 
set pieces based on 
ability.  

Year 7    What are the building-
blocks of rhythm and 
how do we compose 
rhythmic patterns and 
varying textures within 
a given structure?   
  
This unit 
will show how to 
read, notate and 
perform rhythmical 
patterns within simple 
time-signatures.    
  

How do we develop 
technique and 
confidence in vocal 
work through 
performing and creating 
music with simple 
musical textures?  
  
This unit will 
be comprised of 
a performance and 
working with 
texture whilst learning 
how to manipulate our 
voices.  
  
   
  

How does one embrace 
the ability to improvise 
rhythms, and to create 
new music that 
embraces the traditions 
of West African 
drumming?  
  
This unit comprise 
of various rhythmic 
performance techniques
 and group 
performances using the 
Djembe.   
  

How do we choose an 
instrumental 
‘specialism’ and 
improve our technical 
and ensemble skills 
when playing within a 
band?   
  
This unit will comprise 
of performing within a 
band and composing for 
the 
band using specific har
monic techniques.  
  
   
  

How do we grasp the 
concepts of harmony, 
chords and chord 
relationships whilst 
developing keyboard 
and guitar/ukulele skills 
as part of an ensemble?  
  
This unit will comprise 
of performing and 
learning about how 
chords are constructed 
in music.  
   
  

Term 3 continued  
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Ark Acton Drama Curriculum Map  

What is the purpose of studying 
Drama at Ark Acton?  

Drama enables pupils to explore, develop and express ideas and concepts which will help them make sense of reality.  In 
essence it is a life skill and a creative art form. It helps pupils develop their ability to use voice, movement, gesture and 
facial expression, in acting, mime, dance drama and improvisation. They can express and manage their thoughts and 
feelings – shared and experienced – while working in a safe and controlled environment. The development of these skills 
encourages self-confidence and self-awareness. It promotes the development of the individual in a group context: roles and 
ideas are negotiated, problems are solved and decisions made together. Drama often leads to performance for a wider 
audience to enjoy.   

Where does Drama lead after Ark 
Acton?  

Students can progress to work in theatres and study Drama at university.  They can also use the skills learnt to work in 
other fields such as law, managerial roles and many other careers which require collaboration and good communication 
skills. London is peppered with a range of fantastic colleges and drama schools that offer Acting or Musical Theatre 
degrees.  These are high respected and over-subscribed and popular places to learn your craft.  To apply you would need to 
prepare several pieces of acting/musical theatre and be accomplished and polished in the performances.  Some of the more 
well-known local schools include The Arts Ed School of Acting in Chiswick, RADA in Holborn, LAMDA in Earls Court, 
Guildhall in Barbican, farer afield there are also these renowned drama schools Bristol Old Vic in Bristol and The Royal 
Central School of Speech and Drama in Swiss Cottage.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?  

A Level Drama and Theatre Studies include units of study on the following areas: Exploration of drama and theatre; theatre 
text in performance; exploration of dramatic performance and theatre text in context.  
  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?  

Drama is part of the ‘Arts’ curriculum provision – an entitlement for all students to be able to access if they wish to but are 
not compulsory national curriculum subjects after the age of 14. Y10 and Y11 Drama builds on the basic level 
of character development and performance.   

What is the narrative of study 
at KS3?  

Building from the basics in primary school, Drama has a more consistent presence in our timetable at secondary 
school.  All students, as per the National Curriculum, have at least one lesson of Drama every cycle.  These lessons are 
evenly split between technical knowledge and theory or playwrights, and a development of acting skills.  Students learn 
about techniques to practice but also read plays, acting parts out, to understand about a wider array of characters, 
situations and morals.  There are clear links between PSHCE, Character Development, Music and Art here. Aspects that are 
taught include: acting, character exploration including Shakespeare; acting using masks; characterisation; dance drama; 
improvisation (gestures, movement, facial, structure); mime; scriptwriting; tableau.   
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What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?  

Drama in Key Stage 1 and 2 is all about confidence building, working with others, listening to others and starting to 
understand what collaboration and team work mean.  It resembles PE because of these attributes that it teaches students at 
this early stage in their education.  It enables students to express their initial thoughts, ideas and feelings in a safe and non-
judgemental environment. As they progress through the Key Stages, they explore voice, movement, gesture and facial 
expression. They become more self-confident and begin to develop a self-awareness. At the same time, they develop their 
understanding about the world around, learning to interact with others in creative ways.  Foundation activities for Drama 
include: dance movement; emotions and feelings; improvisation; mime; movement and gesture; role play and acting.   
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Ark Acton Drama Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
11   

To be completed after 
further consultation 
with the ARK Drama 
subject advisor.  

          

Year 
10   

What are the skills and 
techniques do I need to 
know to be able to 
perform component 1?  
   
Students explore 
different dramatic 
devices to create their 
own performance 
inspired from the text 
‘The Tell-Tale 
Heart’ by Edgar Allen 
Poe. This topic teaches 
students the different 
dramatic devices used 
in the performing arts. 
Students perform their 
devised pieces to peers 
and their teachers. 
This is followed by an 
evaluation exam 
looking at thier 
individual 
performance.   
  

What skills and 
knowledge do I need to 
know to be able to 
complete component 1 to 
the best of my ability?  
   
Students explore 
different stimuli and 
devise a mock 
component 1 
performance. Students 
focus on applying 
methods from a chosen 
practitioner to the 
devised pieces.     
  

How can I write 
effectively so I can 
evaluate and explain the 
process of devising live 
theatre?  
   
Students learn how to 
evaluate a theatre 
performance through 
their mock portfolio 
work and evaluation 
lesson.   
   
   
  

What skills do I need to 
apply when devising a 
theatre performance 
based on a stimulus?  
  
   
Students 
will complete Componen
t 1 of the GCSE Drama 
exam.  
Student devise a theatre 
performance based on a 
stimulus. Students 
submit a portfolio and 
have an evaluation 
lesson.   
  

What are the skills and 
techniques I need to 
know to be able to 
perform component 2?  
   
Students engage in a play 
study. Students are 
exposed to different 
playwrights and 
performances each week. 
Students start to 
consider scripts they can 
use for the Component 2: 
‘scripted performance’.   
  

Term 3 continued.   
  

Year 
9  

How can I apply the 
performance 
techniques of 

 What are the skills and 
techniques I need to 
know to be able 

What are the skills and 
techniques I need to 

Continuation of Spring 1 
   

Students engage in a 
play study. Students are 
exposed to different 

Term 3 continued.  
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the practitioner ‘Brech
t’ to a scripted 
performance?  

  
Students practically 
explore the 
theatre practitioner Br
echt. Students apply 
the techniques of 
Brecht to a scripted 
performance of 
‘Teechers’ by John 
Godber.    

to fulfil the role of 
director or actor in the 
play ‘Blood Brothers’ by 
Willy Russell?  
  
Students are introduced 
to the writing skills 
needed to complete 
component 3 of the GCSE 
(written exam). Students 
explore the play ‘Blood 
Brothers’ practically, 
followed by a written 
exam about their work in 
either the role of actor or 
director.   

  
  
  

know to be able to 
perform component 1?  
   
Students explore 
different dramatic 
devices to create their 
own performance 
inspired from the text 
‘The Tell-Tale Heart’ by 
Edgar Allen Poe. This 
topic teaches students 
the different dramatic 
devices used in the 
performing arts. 
Students perform their 
devised pieces to peers 
and their teachers. This 
is followed by an 
evaluation exam looking 
at thier individual 
performance.   
 

playwrights and 
performances 
each week. Students 
develop their knowledge 
of different plays. 
Students decide on a 
final duologue or group 
script to develop with 
other students and 
perform to a live 
audience.    

Year 
8   

How can I apply the 
performance 
techniques of the 
practitioner 
‘Stanislavski’ to a 
scripted performance?  
  
This unit involves 
the practical 
exploration of the 
theatre practitioner 
‘Stanislavski’. Students 
apply the techniques of 

How can I apply the 
performance techniques 
of the practitioner ‘Le 
Coq’ to the genre 
of Physical Theatre and 
Mime?  

  
 This unit involves 
the practical exploration 
of the theatre 
practitioner ‘Le Coq’ and 
the devising and 
development of mime pe

What are 
the performance skills 
and techniques; staging 
skills and character 
development 
skills needed to devise 
and create a piece of 
theatre?  
  
This unit comprises the 
study of excerpts from 
Shakespeare’s 
‘Tempest’” with a focus 

What are the 
performance skills and 
techniques; staging skills 
and character 
development skills 
needed to devise and 
create a piece of theatre?  
  
Students will develop 
further skills in devising 
and developing ideas 
into performance pieces.  

What are the skills 
and techniques needed 
to 
perform physical theatre
?  
   
   
This unit comprises the 
study of the DNA play 
and how to interpret 
a scripted performance.  
  

What are the skills 
and techniques needed 
to perform from 
a scripted play?  
   
This unit comprises the 
study of the DNA play 
and how to interpret a 
scripted performance.  
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Stanislavski to a 
contextless script and 
perform it, whilst 
developing the 5W’s of 
performance.     

rformance influenced by 
a given stimulus.   

   
  

on developing character, 
performance skills and 
staging skills.  
  

Year 
7    

Intro to Theatre and 
Key Drama Skills  
What vocal and 
physical theatre skills 
will I develop in 
Drama this term?  
  
Students will work on 
a ‘devised piece’ of 
theatre.  

Term 1 continued  How do I manipulate 
the volume, pace, tone 
and accent of my voice in 
a radio play?   
  
Student will work on a 
devised piece and 
portfolio of a ‘Radio 
Play’.  

How do I use body 
language and gestures to 
communicate 
effectively?  
  
Students will work on a 
‘scripted extract’ perform
ance of the  
‘Brussel Sprouts 
scene’ by Mark Wheeler.  

How can I use 
the vocal skills and 
characterization 
techniques that I have 
learnt this year to 
perform an extract from 
Grimm Tales?  

  
Students will work on a 
scripted piece 
from Grimm Tales.  

Term 3 continued.  

 
  



 
 

83 
 

 

Ark Acton Science Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of studying 
science at Ark Acton?    

The purpose of studying science at Ark Acton is to help the students understand the world around them and to develop 
them for their future progression and studies at degree level. It helps to develop students’ practical and investigative 
skills. Science is taught at Ark Acton through practicals where students are able to propose hypotheses and then test these 
in the laboratory as a scientist in university or industry would do. Throughout the science curriculum, students are 
challenged to think about how they can test the science theory they have learnt and they develop their abilities to not only 
conduct investigative work but in a fair, repeatable and reproducible manner as any modern day professional scientist 
would do. The science curriculum promotes the development of key mathematical skills. The science curriculum 
comprises of 20% mathematics in biology, 30% in chemistry and 40% in physics and so a large part of our curriculum 
involves the development of numeracy skills and we work alongside mathematics to make sure we teach these skills 
across both subjects 

Where does science lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 A qualification in science supports a student’s choice to access higher qualifications particularly science-based degrees 
including engineering, medicine, nursing, midwifery, forensics, mathematics and the sciences. Universities and 
employers see a qualification in science positively and as evidence of communications, numeracy and 
practical skills.  Students choosing to study a science subject will also find that employers' value the skills obtained 
through studying science and that very commonly scientists also land roles in banking institutions due to the nature of the 
skills obtained.  A strong qualification in the sciences is well respected in employment, industry and society with science-
based graduates commanding some of the most highly paid professions.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Students studying the sciences at Advance level enjoy a curriculum that enables them to understand the world around 
them and deepen their understanding of the sciences studied previously. Often building on basic models of understanding 
from KS4 students enjoy the further depth of understanding and knowledge they acquire. The study of the sciences also 
leads to development of their practical skills and abilities. The ability to propose a hypothesis and then test using their 
scientific skills and understanding helps to prove hypothesis correct or disprove and helps develop skills which are 
essential for the study of sciences at undergraduate and subsequently postgraduate level at university. A large proportion 
of our A Level students go on to postgraduate study at university. Our courses in A Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
provide the stepping stone to undergraduate study and help to give the students the skills necessary to study these and 
succeed.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Students study one of two pathways in science; either Triple or Combined. Triple leads to the award of three distinct 
GCSEs in the respective disciplines whereas Combined provides and overall grade of all three. Both courses provide 
students with the necessary skills and subject knowledge necessary to facilitate their studying of either A Levels in the 
sciences or the professional pathway offered by BTEC. In all cases the students build on the key skills and knowledge they 
have acquired through their studies of KS3 science. All students are taught by subject specialists at this level. They study 
topics in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and there are large components of mathematical skills which complement and 
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also support their studying from mathematics.  They become effective practical scientists and develop skills to take to A 
Level or BTEC which will build on their independence in practical work.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

 The aim of KS3 for science is to develop their depth of scientific knowledge and their practical skills. The curriculum 
provides a basis for study of science at GCSE and is constructed accordingly. The students will study topics in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics and will develop their practical skills. The focus is the teaching of science through practical skills 
which is an important aspect of science at this stage. The ability to plan scientific investigations, test hypothesis and prove 
or disprove a theory helps students to think and act like scientists and forms a firm foundation for the development of 
further science study.   

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 The aim of primary science is to help them understand their surroundings. This does sometimes involve practical based 
work but for many the first set of practical work they come across is at secondary school and this is what students look 
forward to and are excited about in secondary school. They develop a basic knowledge of the world around them, but it is 
our aim and focus to develop this as they move through the different stages of science.    

 

  



 
 

85 
 

 

Ark Acton Science Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Year 
13 Chemistry 

Chemistry: Optical 
isomerism, carboxylic 
acids and Kp 

How can the structure 
of an organic 
compound be related 
to their function? 

 

Different functional 
groups result in 
different properties in 
molecules. Substances 
such as thalidomide 
which caused many 
birth defects were only 
understood once our 
understanding of the 
structure of organic 
molecules developed. 

  

 

 

Chemistry: Acids and 
bases, aromatic 
chemistry, amines and 
polymers  

 

How can amino acids 
build into polymers 
and shape different 
molecules in the 
human body? 

 

Amino acids link 
together to form 
peptides and these are 
coded for by DNA. The 
structure of the 
proteins which form 
are dependent on the 
linkages and folding of 
the amino acids in the 
sequence. These give 
rise to characteristic 
proteins. 

 

Chemistry: Electrode 
potentials, transition 
metals, properties of 
period 3 elements  

 

How do the transition 
elements react? 

 

Transition elements 
are those which form a 
stable ion with a 
partially filled d 
orbital. This means 
both zinc and 
scandium whilst d 
block elements are not 
infact transition 
elements. The 
transition metals are 
unreactive but do form 
characteristic coloured 
compounds use in 
everyday industry. 

 

Chemistry: NMR, 
chromatography  

 

How are spectroscopic 
techniques used to 
identify unknown 
compounds? 

 

Mass spectroscopy can 
be used to propose the 
molecular ion 
peak/RFM of a 
compound. IR can 
identify key functional 
groups such as O-H, 
C=O and distinguish 
between carboxylic 
acids and alcohols. 13C 
and 1H NMR can be 
used to identify key 
functional groups and 
enable a scientist to 
propose a structure 
based on this evidence. 
These techniques 
enable scientists to 
identify if chemical 

Revision for exams  N/A  
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reactions have gone to 
completion and if 
products are pure and 
thus potentially safe 
for human 
consumption. 

 

Year 
13 Biology 

Biology: 
Photosynthesis and 
respiration, 
inheritance  

How does your body 
obtain energy? 

Humans need to 
consume food to give 
them energy. The 
process of digestion 
breaks down food 
particles until they are 
small enough to be 
absorbed into the 
bloodstream. These 
are then carried to 
cells where the glucose 
from food is used as an 
energy source.  

The metabolic 
pathways of 
respiration which 
include glycolysis, the 
Kreb’s cycle and the 

Biology: Nutrient 
cycles, nervous 
communication, 
inheritance, evolution 

How do nerves carry 
messages through 
them? 

Nerves pass electrical 
impulses along their 
length. They stimulate 
their target cells by 
secreting chemicals 
known as 
neurotransmitters, 
directly on to them. 
This results in rapid 
communication 
between specific parts 
of an organism. This 
entire process is 
controlled by the 
movement of sodium 
and potassium ions 
through the cell 
membrane. 

Biology: Nervous 
communication, 
populations, gene 
expressions  

How can our 
understanding of gene 
expression be used in 
medicine? 

We are increasingly 
able to control the 
expression of genes by 
altering the 
epigenome. This 
allows us to alter an 
organisms genomes 
and the proteins they 
produce. Along with 
our ability to 
manipulate the 
transcription and 
translation of genes, 
this has opened up 
many medical and 
technological 
applications. This 

Biology: Nervous 
communication and 
skeletal system, gene 
expression and gene 
technologies  

What are mutations? 

Mutations result from 
errors during DNA 
replication or other 
types of damage to 
DNA, such as may be 
caused by exposure to 
radiation 
or carcinogens. If a 
mutation changes 
a protein produced by 
a gene, the result is 
likely to be harmful. 
Diseases caused by 
mutation include 
colour blindness, 
sickle cell anaemia and 
cystic fibrosis. This can 
then be passed on to 
future offspring. 

Revision for exams  N/A  
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electron transport 
chain, take the glucose 
molecules and break 
them down in a series 
of chemical reactions 
to produce ATP. An 
energy source for all 
cells. 

 

provides scientists 
with hope of finding a 
cure for genetic 
conditions such as 
diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis, haemophilia 
and cancer. 

Year 
13 Physics 

Physics: Forced 
vibrations and 
resonance, magnetic 
flux density, electric 
fields and capacitance 

 

How can we explain 
the behaviour of 
systems that undergo 
forced vibrations? 

 

When you apply a 
force to make a system 
oscillate then the 
acceleration and 
displacement are in 
opposite directions. 
When oscillating the 
energy is continuously 
changing from kinetic 
to a potential energy. 

Physics: Magnetic flux 
and electromagnetic 
induction, energy 
stored by a capacitor  

 

How does magnetic 
flux cause magnetic 
induction? 

 

Electric fields and 
magnetic fields are 
linked when one 
changes the other 
changes. When a 
magnetic field 
experienced by a 
conductor changes 
then an EMF is 
induced in the 
conductor. The size of 
the induced EMF 

Physics: Nuclear 
physics, thermal 
energy transfer, 
molecular kinetic 
theory  

 

How is the nucleus 
held together? 

 

The particles in the 
nucleus of the atom 
are held together by 
the strong nuclear 
force. This acts on both 
protons and neutrons 
equally. Inside the 
nucleus there is also 
the electric force 
between the protons 
which is repeling them 
away from each other. 

Physics: Induced 
fission and safety plus 
optional topic  

 

How do you induce 
nuclear fission? 

 

Certain isotopes are 
naturally unstable and 
break down by 
spontaneous nuclear 
fission. With some 
isotopes we can induce 
this fission. We do this 
by adding a particle to 
the target nucleus 
which them becomes 
unstable and under 
goes nuclear fission. 
Nuclear fission results 
in the breakdown of 

Revision for exams  N/A  
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Maximum energy 
transfer occurs when 
the driving frequency 
is equal to the natural 
frequency of the 
oscillating system. 
Oscillating systems can 
be damped with 
different amounts of 
dampening having 
different effects. How 
can we use fields to 
describe electric and 
magnetic phenomena? 

The behaviour of 
charged particles can 
be described by the 
idea of electric and 
magnetic fields. An 
electric field either 
attracts or repels 
anything with an 
electric charge. The 
size of this force is 
directly proportional 
to the product of the 2 
charges involved and 
inversely proportional 
to the square of the 
distance between the 2 
charges. Charged 
particles move through 
uniform electric fields 
like a projectile.  The 

depends on how 
quickly the magnetic 
flux changes and 
always acts to oppose 
the change in the 
magnetic flux that 
created it. 

 

 

The strong nuclear 
force must be both an 
attractive force strong 
enough to overcome 
this. It varies in an 
unusual way as 
separation between 2 
nucleons changes. It is 
actually repulsive at 
very short distances of  
0.5 fm or less. At 
greater distances it is 
attractive. Up to 10 fm 
the strong nuclear 
force is attractive 
enough to hold 
nucleons together 

the original particle 
into several smaller 
particles and energy. 
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equations for electric 
and gravitational fields 
have similar structure 

 

Year 
12 Chemistry 

Chemistry: Atomic 
structure, periodicity, 
bonding and amount 
of substance  

 

How can the structure 
of an atom and the 
location of its electrons 
be used to explain 
patterns in their 
behaviour and 
reactivity? 

 

Atoms get smaller as 
you go across a period 
as the nuclear charge 
increases but shielding 
doesn’t. This makes 
them more difficult to 
ionise and can explain 
patterns in their 
reactivity. At this level, 
electrons are now held 
in orbitals which each 
hold two electrons. 
There are 2 electrons 

Chemistry: The 
halogens, group 2, 
redox, introduction to 
organic  

 

How can the electronic 
structure learnt in the 
previous term be used 
to explain patterns in 
reactivity of the 
elements in groups 1 
and 7? 

 

The group 1 metals 
become more reactive 
as we descend the 
group. This is because 
despite and increase in 
nuclear charge as a 
result of increased 
numbers of protons, 
the electronic shielding 
is increased and 
subsequently outer 
electrons are further 
from the nucleus and 

Chemistry: Energetics, 
alkanes and 
halogenoalkanes  

 

How can the 
reactivities of both 
alkanes and 
halogenoalkanes be 
predicted based on 
their structures? 

 

Alkanes are highly 
unreactive substances 
and this is explained 
by the strength of the 
C-H bond. In 
halogenoalkanes the 
C-X bond is weaker 
which makes them 
susceptible to more 
reactions particularly 
nucleophilic 
substitution and 
elimination reactions 
whereas alkanes can 
only burn or under UV 

Chemistry: Kinetics, 
equilibria, alkenes and 
alcohols  

 

How can the collision 
theory be used to 
predict the likelihood 
of a chemical reaction 
and how can this be 
used to boost chemical 
yields in industrial 
processes? 

 

All particles have 
energies and the more 
energy they have the 
more likely they are to 
collide successfully 
and in the correct 
orientation to initiate a 
reaction. Several 
factors can be used to 
increase the rate of 
reaction including 
increasing 
temperature, 

Chemistry: Organic 
analysis and equilibria  

 

How are basic 
spectroscopic 
techniques used to 
identify unknown 
compounds? 

 

Mass spectroscopy can 
be used to propose the 
molecular ion 
peak/RFM of a 
compound. IR can 
identify key functional 
groups such as O-H, 
C=O and distinguish 
between carboxylic 
acids and alcohols. 
These techniques 
enable scientists to 
identify if chemical 
reactions have gone to 
completion and if 
products are pure and 
thus potentially safe 

Chemistry: 
thermodynamics and 
rate equations  

 

How can 
thermodynamics be 
used to predict the 
likelihood of a 
chemical reaction 
being feasible? 

 

Chemical reactions 
and the chance of them 
being feasible may be 
predicted through 
Gibbs free energy 
calculations. When 
Gibbs free energy is 
equal to or less than 
zero then the reaction 
may feasible. Using the 
Gibbs free energy 
equation this can be 
linked to changes in 
enthalpy and entropy 
of a system and 
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in each orbital and the 
different orbitals are 
referred to as s, p, d 
and f. 

more easily lost. In 
group 7, they become 
more reactive as we 
ascend the group as 
there is less shielding 
it is easier for an atom 
to gain an electron. 

conditions undergo 
free radical 
substitution reactions. 

 

 

concentration, 
pressure, surface area 
and a catalyst. Only 
temperature increases 
the proportion of 
successful collisions. 

for human 
consumption.  

subsequently chemical 
reactions can be 
designed accordingly 
to be most 
energetically 
favourable. 

Year 
12 Biology 

Biology: Monomers 
and polymers, 
carbohydrates, lipids, 
cell structure  

 

What is the 
importance of the cell 
surface membrane? 

 

The cell membrane is 
composed of several 
types of triglycerides 
and other molecules 
that form a bilayer 
separating the cell 
from the extra cellular 
space around it. The 
reason a cell can 
survive is because it 
can create the perfect 
environment (pH and 
ion concentrations) for 
the cell machinery to 
operate to reproduce 

Biology: Proteins, cell 
specialisation, 
transport  

 

What are the 
fundamental building 
blocks of all living 
organisms? 

 

The cell is the 
fundamental building 
block of life as it is the 
smallest unit of life 
that can survive 
independently; as in 
the various single cell 
organisms that exist 
on our planet. These 
single cells can carry 
out all the functions 
necessary for life: 
respiration, 
reproduction, 
excretion, growth, 

Biology: Digestion, 
DNA and protein 
synthesis, genetics and 
immune system  

 

What is the role of the 
immune system? 

 

The immune system is 
a defence system that 
protects against 
disease. There are 
several stages to 
immunity including 
the use of physical 
barriers, phagocytosis 
and cell-mediated 
immune responses. 

Disorders of the 
immune system can 
result in autoimmune 

Biology: Genetics, 
biodiversity, gas 
exchange and mass 
transport  

 

Why are efficient gas 
exchange systems 
important to 
organisms? 

 

Gases are constantly 
consumed and 
produced by cellular 
and metabolic 
reactions in most 
living things, so an 
efficient system for gas 
exchange between the 
inside of the cell and 
the outside is required 
to keep organisms 
alive. Simple single-
celled organisms can 
achieve this by 

Biology: Diversity and 
mass transport  

 

How does the 
inheritance of DNA 
from one generation to 
the next introduce 
variety in to a 
population? 

 

Meiosis is a type of cell 
division typically 
associated with 
gametes. When these 
later combine during 
sexual reproduction, 
information contained 
within the 
chromosomes of cells 
come together to 
provide a set of 

Biology: 
Photosynthesis and 
respiration, 
inheritance  

 

How is ATP 
transferred in and 
between organisms? 

 

In photosynthesis, 
light is absorbed by 
chlorophyll and this is 
linked to the 
production of ATP. In 
respiration, various 
substances are used as 
respiratory substrates. 
The hydrolysis 
of these respiratory 
substrates is linked to 
the production of 
ATP. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metabolism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metabolism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metabolism
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DNA and the cell itself. 
Without the proper 
intake of ions and 
other cofactors, the 
proteins inside the cell 
couldn't function. 

movement, nutrition 
and sensitivity. 
However, the cell of 
any organism is 
capable of all 
functions. 

disease, inflammatory 
diseases and cancer.  

diffusion. Organisms 
such as fish have 
developed gills to 
achieve this and more 
complex organisms 
such as humans have 
developed more 
sophisticated 
structures such as the 
respiratory system. 

instructions for a 
developing foetus. 

The reshuffling of 
genes into unique 
combinations in the 
process of meiosis 
increases the genetic 
variation in a 
population and 
explains the variation 
we see between 
siblings with the same 
parents. 

ATP is important in 
providing energy for 
many important 
chemical reactions that 
help to keep us alive. 

Year 
12 Physics 

Physics: Electricity and 
motion  

 

What is electricity? 

 

Electricity is the rate of 
flow of electric charge. 
This is called current. 
The most useful form 
is the flow of electrons 
through metal. The 
current through a 
circuit depends on the 
electro motive force 
pushing the current 
and the resistance of 
the circuit. The current 

Physics: EMF and 
Young’s modulus, 
estimation, waves and 
interference  

 

What are waves? 

 

Waves are a transfer of 
energy. Physically 
something vibrates 
either at right angles to 
the motion of the wave 
or in the direction of 
the wave. They can be 
described by their 
wavelength, frequency, 
amplitude or speed. 

Physics: Radioactivity 
and required 
practicals  

  

What is radioactivity? 

 

Radioactivity is when a 
particle decays by 
emitting another 
particle or radiation. 
There are 4 types 
called alpha, beta - , 
beta + and gamma. 
These radiations all 
have different 
penetrative properties 
and ionisation 

   



 
 

92 
 

flowing through a 
component depends 
on the potential 
difference dropped 
across the component 
and the resistance of 
the component. 

They can add together 
either constructively or 
destructively. They can 
form standing waves 
where the wave does 
not appear to move. 

properties which 
means they have 
different uses. 

Year 11   Homeostasis, organic 
chemistry and energy  

 

Reproduction, the 
Earth’s atmosphere 
and force and pressure 

Variation, Earth’s 
resources and waves  

Genetics and 
evolution, using 
resources and 
magnetism  

Biodiversity and 
ecosystems, using 
resources and space  

N/A  

Year 
11 Biology 

How can systems 
within the body be 
maintained to ensure a 
constant internal 
environment? 

 

Homeostasis is the 
maintaining of a 
constant body internal 
environment to ensure 
all organisms and their 
survival. Temperature, 
pH, water levels and 
sugar levels must all be 
maintained. 

 

 

 

How can reproduction 
in different organisms 
be explained in terms 
of genetics? 

 

Asexual reproduction 
leads to the formation 
of clones when only 
one parent is involved. 
Sexual reproduction 
involves the 
recombination of 
genes from two 
parents and leads to 
non-identical 
offspring. 

 

 

How can reproduction 
in different organisms 
be explained in terms 
of genetics? 

 

Asexual reproduction 
leads to the formation 
of clones when only 
one parent is involved. 
Sexual reproduction 
involves the 
recombination of 
genes from two 
parents and leads to 
non-identical 
offspring. 

 

 

How are genetics 
involved in the 
evolution of species? 

 

The models which we 
have around us and 
the ideas about 
genetics and evolution 
have changed over 
time as our scientific 
understanding has 
developed. Lamarck’s 
theory was built on by 
Charles Darwin who 
was able to explain 
differences of species 
on isolated islands as a 
result of natural 
selection which led to 
evolution. 

 

How can biodiversity 
be maintained to 
preserve wildlife and 
possible future 
medicines for all? 

 

Breeding programmes 
for endangered species 
are employed to 
maintain biodiversity 
as are the protection 
and regeneration of 
rare habitats. In Brazil 
the prevention of 
deforestation and in 
farming in all 
countries in the world 
the building of 
hedgerows and field 
margins are used to 
help endangered 

N/A  
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 species like hedgehogs 
survive. 

Year 
11 Physics  

How is energy 
transferred from one 
store to another? 

Energy can be 
transferred from one 
store to another and 
energy is always 
conserved.   

 

 

How can forces be 
used to explain 
motion? 

 

There are different 
types of forces and 
their interactions with 
each other are 
discussed. Calculations 
involving work done, 
energy transferred, 
elasticity and moments 
will all be performed. 

 

 

How can the uses of 
waves be described by 
the properties? 

 

Electromagnetic 
waves, which travel at 
the speed of light, 
allow us to 
communicate with 
friends all around the 
world. These waves 
transfer energy for 
receivers to detect 
them, and for 
information for us to 
understand the 
message. 

How can magnetism 
be used to explain used 
of materials both 
inside and outside of 
the home? 

 

At home you might use 
a magnet for a purpose 
as simple as attaching 
your shopping list to a 
fridge door. The 
particle detector at 
Cern is an 
arrangement of 8 large 
electromagnetic coils. 
These generate strong 
magnetic fields. 

How has our 
understanding of space 
developed over time 
through scientific 
evidence and proposed 
and accepted scientific 
theories? 

 

Examples such as the 
Earth was flat were 
ideas believed by many 
prior to the 
advancement of 
modern technology. As 
time progresses our 
understanding of our 
outside world is 
improving, but the 
technology still isn’t 
sufficient to tell us 
whether, for sure there 
is life on Mars. 
Perhaps in your 
lifetime there will be a 
discovery to prove or 
disprove this theory 
once and for all. 

 

Year 
11 Chemistry 

How can the 
reactivities of both 
alkanes, alcohols and 
carboxylic acids be 

How has the Earth’s 
atmosphere changed 
over time and how has 

How have humans 
utilised the world’s 
resources? 

Preparation for final 
exams 

Preparation for final 
exams 
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predicted based on 
their structures? 

 

Alkanes are highly 
unreactive substances 
and this is explained 
by the strength of the 
C-H bond. Alcohols 
and carboxylic acids 
are reactive and we can 
predict the formation 
of esters based on the 
starting materials. 

this led to the 
evolution of species? 

 

Our early atmosphere 
consisted of methane, 
carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen and water 
vapour. As 
photosynthetic 
organisms developed 
our carbon dioxide 
levels fell and oxygen 
levels rose leading to 
the evolution of new 
organisms.  

 

 

 

The world has many 
natural resources 
which we as humans 
have used and in many 
cases over exploited 
resulting in their 
depletion and in many 
cases damage to our 
natural environment. 
Scientists have made 
synthetic materials to 
replace those natural 
products which we 
cannot obtain enough 
of, which have run out 
or for which the 
environmental damage 
has been too 
devastating. 

Year 10   Communicable 
diseases, rates of 
reaction and electricity 
circuits 

Preventing diseases, 
chemical changes and 
electrolysis and 
electricity   

Homeostasis, energy 
changes and 
radioactivity  

Reproduction, 
chemical analysis and 
space  

Variation and 
evolution, chemistry of 
the atmosphere  

Reteach and 
assessment  

Year 
10 Biology 

How are 
communicable 
diseases dangerous 
and how can their 
transmission be 
prevented? 

 

How are 
communicable 
diseases dangerous 
and how can their 
transmission be 
prevented? 

 

How can systems 
within the body be 
maintained to ensure a 
constant internal 
environment? 

 

How can reproduction 
in different organisms 
be explained in terms 
of genetics? 

 

Asexual reproduction 
leads to the formation 

How can reproduction 
in different organisms 
be explained in terms 
of genetics? 

 

Asexual reproduction 
leads to the formation 

N/A 
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Had we got ill from 
simple diseases in the 
early 1800s we may 
not have survived. 
Scientists have 
developed techniques 
for the identification 
and treatment of 
diseases and also to 
prevent their spread. 
Living in London, we 
have access to a 
Victorian sewage 
system, a marvel of 
scientific engineering 
of the era the envy of 
the world over. Drugs 
and the discovery of 
antibiotics have 
revolutionised our 
chances of survival 
giving us considerably 
higher age 
expectancies than we 
have ever as a 
population 
experienced before. 

Had we got ill from 
simple diseases in the 
early 1800s we may 
not have survived. 
Scientists have 
developed techniques 
for the identification 
and treatment of 
diseases and also to 
prevent their spread. 
Living in London, we 
have access to a 
Victorian sewage 
system, a marvel of 
scientific engineering 
of the era the envy of 
the world over. Drugs 
and the discovery of 
antibiotics have 
revolutionised our 
chances of survival 
giving us considerably 
higher age 
expectancies than we 
have ever as a 
population 
experienced before. 

Homeostasis is the 
maintaining of a 
constant body internal 
environment to ensure 
all organisms and their 
survival. Temperature, 
pH, water levels and 
sugar levels must all be 
maintained. 

of clones when only 
one parent is involved. 
Sexual reproduction 
involves the 
recombination of 
genes from two 
parents and leads to 
non-identical 
offspring. 

 

of clones when only 
one parent is involved. 
Sexual reproduction 
involves the 
recombination of 
genes from two 
parents and leads to 
non-identical offspring 

Year 
10 Physics 

How can we create 
electrical circuits for 
use in the home, in 
industry and in 
electronic devices? 

 

How does electricity 
get in to our homes 
both safely and with 
minimal energy loss? 

 

How is radioactivity 
used to power the sun 
and safely generate 
electricity within 
Europe, particularly in 
France? 

How has our 
understanding of space 
developed over time 
through scientific 
evidence and proposed 
and accepted scientific 
theories? 

Reteach and revision  
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There are two main 
types of electrical 
circuits referred to as 
series or parallel. 
Series circuits operate 
in one loop, parallel 
circuits in more than 
one loop. The lighting 
circuit in a house 
provides us with light 
of all the same 
brightness and we 
investigate how these 
circuits are built. The 
effect of adding 
components to a 
circuit and their 
impact on the 
resistance within a 
circuit and the 
subsequent effect on 
current are 
investigated. 

Electricity is generated 
in powerstations and 
distributed in the UK 
via the National Grid. 
Living in London you 
may not be aware of 
the huge electrical 
cables as they are 
underground but, in 
the countryside, the 
electrical cables are 
carried on pylons over 
long distances. Passing 
a large current through 
a wire generates heat 
and this heat means 
energy is lost. To 
conserve energy and 
minimise wastage, step 
up and step-down 
transformers are used. 

 

The two types of 
nuclear reactions are 
nuclear fusion and 
nuclear fission. 
Nuclear fusion 
involves the combining 
of two atomic nuclei to 
generate a new species, 
on the sun the process 
involves the fusion of 
hydrogen nuclei to 
form helium. On 
planet Earth nuclear 
power uses enriched 
uranium and 
plutonium to generate 
the energy required to 
create steam which 
then turns turbines to 
generate electricity. 

 

Examples such as the 
Earth was flat were 
ideas believed by many 
prior to the 
advancement of 
modern technology. As 
time progresses our 
understanding of our 
outside world is 
improving, but the 
technology still isn’t 
sufficient to tell us 
whether, for sure there 
is life on Mars. 
Perhaps in your 
lifetime there will be a 
discovery to prove or 
disprove this theory 
once and for all. 

Year 
10 Chemistry 

How can the rate of a 
chemical reaction be 
affected by changing 
various factors? 

 

All particles have 
energies and the more 
energy they have the 
more likely they are to 
collide successfully 

How can chemical 
changes be explained? 

 

Chemical changes can 
be predicted from their 
starting materials. For 
example, a metal 
reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
hydrogen, a base 

How can energy 
changes be explained? 

 

Energy changes can be 
predicted from the 
bond energies. The 
breaking of chemical 
bonds requires energy 
and is an endothermic 
process, the making of 

How can chemical 
analysis be used to 
predict the 
identification of 
unknown compounds? 

 

Chemical tests include 
flame tests which can 
be used to predict the 
identity of positive 

How has the Earth’s 
atmosphere changed 
over time and how has 
this led to the 
evolution of species? 

 

Our early atmosphere 
consisted of methane, 
carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen and water 
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and in the correct 
orientation to initiate a 
reaction. Several 
factors can be used to 
increase the rate of 
reaction including 
increasing 
temperature, 
concentration, 
pressure, surface area 
and a catalyst. Only 
temperature increases 
the proportion of 
successful collisions. 

reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
water and a metal 
carbonate and an acid 
always forms a salt, 
water and carbon 
dioxide. A strong acid 
is one which fully 
ionises whereas a weak 
acid is one which only 
partially ionises. 

bonds is an exothermic 
process and releases 
energy. The overall 
energy change 
depends on the values 
of the energy needed 
to break bonds and 
subtract away the 
energy released when 
bonds reform. 

metal ions, reactions 
with sodium hydroxide 
which can identify 
metal ions which do 
not give a positive 
flame test. Negative 
ions which can be 
detected include the 
halide ions such as 
chloride, bromide and 
iodide which are 
identified using 
acidified silver nitrate 
solution and sulphates 
which are identified 
using acidified barium 
chloride solution. 

vapour. As 
photosynthetic 
organisms developed 
our carbon dioxide 
levels fell and oxygen 
levels rose leading to 
the evolution of new 
organisms.  

 

Year 9  Cell biology, atomic 
structure and energy  

Division of cells, the 
periodic table, energy  

Animals and the 
digestive system, 
chemical bonding and 
energy resources  

Animals and plants, 
chemical changes and 
electricity  

Animals and plants, 
respiration and 
photosynthesis, 
electricity  

Ecology: adaptation 
and predation  

Year 
9 Biology 

How is the structure of 
a cell related to its 
function? 

 

The basic structure of 
a cell includes a 
nucleus, cell 
membrane, cytoplasm 
and mitochondria. The 
ribosomes are the site 
of protein synthesis. 
Other cells including 

How do cells multiply 
and divide? 

 

The two main types of 
cell division are 
mitosis which 
produces genetically 
identical daughter cells 
and meiosis which 
produces non-
genetically identical 
daughter cells. In 

How do the digestive 
systems in animals and 
other organisms 
enable them to get the 
energy and nutrients 
they need? 

 

The major components 
of digestive systems in 
most animals are 
similar. Digestive 
enzymes are produced 

How are plants and 
animals organised and 
how do they differ? 

 

The structure of the 
heart will be 
investigated through 
practical work and 
dissection and how 
gases enter the body 
for respiration and 
leave the body will be 

How are plants and 
animals organised and 
how do they differ? 

 

The structure of the 
heart will be 
investigated through 
practical work and 
dissection and how 
gases enter the body 
for respiration and 
leave the body will be 

How are adaptations 
important within 
organisms to help 
them survive? 

 

Animals that have 
different adaptations 
are often better suited 
to survival. For 
example, a moth which 
is grey may be better 
suited to city areas 
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sperm cells, egg cells, 
root hair cells and 
nerve cells all have 
special adaptations to 
carry out their 
functions. 

bacteria the process of 
replication is referred 
to as binary fission. 

which enable the 
speedy breakdown of 
food consumed into 
smaller substances. 

compared to how the 
gases necessary for 
plants are taken up. 

compared to how the 
gases necessary for 
plants are taken up. 

where pollution levels 
are high as when they 
sit on sooty surfaces 
they are camouflaged 
and protected from 
being eaten by birds, 
whereas a white one 
would not be 
protected, would be 
eaten and die.  

 

Year 
9 Chemistry 

How is atomic 
structure explained? 

 

Atoms are the building 
blocks of chemicals in 
our world. They 
consist of a nucleus 
which contains 
protons and neutrons 
and shells which 
contain electrons. 
These electrons fill up 
shells, the first of 
which can hold 2 
electrons, the second 
can hold 8 electrons 
and the third shell can 
hold 8 electrons. The 
number of electrons in 
the outer shell of an 
atom corresponds to 

How has the Periodic 
Table developed over 
time? 

 

The Periodic table was 
developed by 
Mendeleev in the 
1800s. He left gaps for 
undiscovered elements 
as he had been able to 
predict their properties 
based on gaps. The 
chemistry of groups 1, 
7 and the noble gases 
will be practically 
investigated. 

How do chemicals 
bond together? 

 

There are three main 
types of chemical 
bonding. Ionic bonded 
substances which are a 
result of one species 
donating electrons and 
one gaining to form 
ions which are then 
electrostatically 
attracted to each other. 
These substances are 
always non-metals and 
metals which bond. 
When non-metals 
bond, they do so by 
sharing pairs of 
electrons in what is 
known as a covalent 

How can chemical 
changes be explained? 

 

Chemical changes can 
be predicted from their 
starting materials. For 
example, a metal 
reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
hydrogen, a base 
reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
water and a metal 
carbonate and an acid 
always forms a salt, 
water and carbon 
dioxide. A strong acid 
is one which fully 
ionises whereas a weak 
acid is one which only 
partially ionises. 

Chemical changes 
continues from last 
term. 

Revision and reteach 
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the group it number of 
shells corresponds to 
the period. 

bond. Metals alone, 
bond by metallic 
bonding.  

Year 
9 Physics 

How is energy 
transferred from one 
store to another? 

 

Energy can be 
transferred from one 
store to another and 
energy is always 
conserved. The 
different types of 
energy will be 
investigated. 

How is energy 
transferred from one 
store to another? 

 

Energy can be 
transferred from one 
store to another and 
energy is always 
conserved. The 
different types of 
energy will be 
investigated. 

Where do we get our 
energy from? 

 

In the mid to late 
1800s the Industrial 
revolution began. The 
use of fossil fuels 
became widespread 
and global pollution 
levels rose rapidly. In 
the 1950s heavy smog, 
now also present in 
Beijing every Summer 
caused major 
breathing difficulties 
and caused many 
deaths. Socially it has 
become unacceptable 
to have such levels of 
pollution and new, 
more renewable and 
less environmentally 
catastrophic forms of 
energy are being used 
and developed. 

How can we create 
electrical circuits for 
use in the home, in 
industry and in 
electronic devices? 

 

There are two main 
types of electrical 
circuits referred to as 
series or parallel. 
Series circuits operate 
in one loop, parallel 
circuits in more than 
one loop. The lighting 
circuit in a house 
provides us with light 
of all the same 
brightness and we 
investigate how these 
circuits are built. The 
effect of adding 
components to a 
circuit and their 
impact on the 
resistance within a 
circuit and the 
subsequent effect on 
current are 
investigated. 

How does electricity 
get in to our homes 
both safely and with 
minimal energy loss? 

 

Electricity is generated 
in power stations and 
distributed in the UK 
via the National Grid. 
Living in London you 
may not be aware of 
the huge electrical 
cables as they are 
underground but, in 
the countryside, the 
electrical cables are 
carried on pylons over 
long distances. Passing 
a large current through 
a wire generates heat 
and this heat means 
energy is lost. To 
conserve energy and 
minimise wastage, step 
up and step-down 
transformers are used. 

Revision and reteach 
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Year 8   Elements and the 
periodic table  

Electricity and 
magnetism, health and 
lifestyle  

Types of reaction and 
energy  

Adaptations and 
inheritance and 
Earth’s resources  

Sound and light  Motion and pressure  

 What are elements and 
how are the placed in 
the modern Periodic 
table? 

 

Everything is made of 
tiny particles. All 
materials are made up 
of one or more 
elements. The 
elements are listed in 
the Periodic Table. 
Metals are on the left 
and non- metals are on 
the right.  

What are magnets and 
why are they useful? 

 

You have probably 
played with magnets 
and felt what happens 
when you push two 
together. There are lots 
of magnets inside your 
house and many you 
cannot see. Magnetic 
forces act at a distance. 
They can attract and 
repel each other and 
only four substances 
on Earth are magnetic. 

 

How are our lifestyles 
impacting on our 
health? 

 

Diet, exercise, drugs 
and lifestyle have a big 
impact on your health. 
Animals cannot make 
their own food, we 

What types of reaction 
can occur and what 
happens in terms of 
energy transfers? 

 

Chemical reactions are 
vital to life. We depend 
on chemical reactions 
for everything we do. 
Chemical reactions 
make new substances 
called products. They 
are not easily 
reversible. In chemical 
reaction you might see 
flames, a gas 
produced, hear sounds 
or see colour changes. 

How are we as humans 
and other organisms 
adapted for survival? 

 

The world is full of lots 
of living things. 
Animals and plants are 
adapted to their 
environments in many 
different ways. 
Adaptation may lead to 
evolution. Living 
things have changed 
over time and fossil 
records give us 
evidence to prove this. 
Living things produce 
offspring of the same 
kind, but they are not 
normally identical to 
their parents. 

Why do we see 
lightning before we 
hear thunder? 

 

In a thunderstorm you 
see a flash of light 
before you hear the 
thunder. Your eyes and 
ears detect light and 
sound. You will learn 
how sound, pitch and 
loudness can be 
changed. Lightning 
travels faster as light 
travels considerably 
faster than sound. 

What is motion and 
pressure and how is it 
important in situations 
like icy days in winter 
in the UK? 

 

You may have seen 
videos of skydivers 
jumping out of a plane 
and landing safely. 
Their motion changes 
between jumping and 
landing and they 
survive. 
Understanding the 
forces acting on an 
object allows you to 
explain how it is or is 
not moving.  
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have a digestive system 
which helps us break 
down the food we eat 
so we can survive. 

Year 7    Cells/body systems 
and particle model  

Forces Elements, atoms, 
compounds and types 
of reactions  

Sound, light and 
reproduction  

Acids and alkalis and 
space  

Plant reproduction and 
ecosystems  

 What are our bodies 
made of biologically 
but also chemically? 

 

Our bodies are made 
up of many cells, many 
which are different and 
have different 
functions. These cells 
make up tissues which 
in turn make up 
organs. In chemistry 
atoms are the simplest 
building blocks of 
substance and humans 
are now different. We 
are a giant collection of 
different chemicals. 
The particle model will 
also be studied in 
terms of looking at 
solids, liquids and 
gases and making 
experimental 
observations using the 
particle model to 

What is the link 
between the moon 
orbiting the earth and 
an object falling on 
earth? 

 

Gravity! Some forces 
need contact between 
two objects. Friction, 
air resistance and 
water resistance act 
between moving 
surfaces to slow things 
down. Most forces 
require direct contact. 
Magnetic forces can 
act at a distance. There 
is a force of gravity 
acting between the 
earth and any object 
and this force of 
gravity is larger on the 
earth than it is on the 
moon as the earth is a 
larger mass. 

How can chemical 
changes be explained? 

 

Chemical changes can 
be predicted from their 
starting materials. 
Elements react with 
each other to form 
compounds, but other 
compounds may also 
react with each other 
to form new 
compounds. For 
example, a metal 
reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
hydrogen, a base 
reacting with an acid 
always forms a salt and 
water and a metal 
carbonate and an acid 
always forms a salt, 
water and carbon 
dioxide. Physical 
changes do not involve 
a permanent change 

Why do we see 
lightning before we 
hear thunder? 

 

In a thunderstorm you 
see a flash of light 
before you hear the 
thunder. Your eyes and 
ears detect light and 
sound. You will learn 
how sound, pitch and 
loudness can be 
changed. Lightning 
travels faster as light 
travels considerably 
faster than sound. 

How do humans 
reproduce? 

We will look at how 
your body changes as 
you enter and go 
through puberty, what 
changes occur to make 
a child fully grown into 

What are acids and 
alkalis and what 
happens when these 
react together? 

 

The definition of what 
is an acid and an alkali 
has changed over time 
as scientific 
understanding has 
developed as a result 
of research. Acids and 
alkalis react together 
to form a neutral salt 
and water. We can use 
universal indicator to 
identify if a substance 
is an acid, alkali or 
neutral. Real life 
applications of 
neutralisation 
reactions are to 
neutralise acidic soil 
on a farm or to 
neutralise excess 
stomach acid? We 

How do plants 
reproduce and what do 
we mean by an 
ecosystem? 

 

Plants can reproduce 
both sexually through 
pollen and eggs but 
also asexually through 
the cloning of plants 
by taking cuttings. We 
will investigate the 
benefits of each form 
of reproduction and 
undertake a series of 
experiments to see 
how this happens 
including looking at 
the plant reproductive 
organs under a 
microscope. We will 
also look at the effect 
of changing 
environment on 
different organisms 
and how the changes 
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explain everyday 
things around us in 
our world. 

for example the 
melting of ice is not 
permanent and 
therefore considered 
as a physical change. 

an adult. We will look 
at the ways in which 
reproductive systems 
are involved in the 
development of a baby 
and talk through the 
issues females have in 
the menstrual cycle. 

have all felt too much 
acid in our stomachs at 
one point in our lives 
and chemicals called 
antacids can be used to 
make us feel better. 

 

How has our 
understanding of space 
developed over time 
through scientific 
evidence and proposed 
and accepted scientific 
theories? 

 

Examples such as the 
Earth was flat were 
ideas believed by many 
prior to the 
advancement of 
modern technology. As 
time progresses our 
understanding of our 
outside world is 
improving, but the 
technology still isn’t 
sufficient to tell us 
whether, for sure there 
is life on Mars. 
Perhaps in your 
lifetime there will be a 

to their ecosystems can 
affect their chance of 
survival. We will look 
at growing plants in 
acidic rain conditions 
to see what effect this 
has. 
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discovery to prove or 
disprove this theory 
once and for all. 
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Ark Acton Politics Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying history at Ark Acton?    

 Students at Acton develop knowledge and an informed understanding of contemporary political structures and issues in 
their historical context, both within the United Kingdom and globally.  Students develop a critical awareness of the 
changing nature of politics and the relationships between political ideas, institutions and processes. Students examine in 
detail the influences and interests which have an impact on decisions in government and politics. Students who study 
politics at Acton will leave with an informed understanding of the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups. The 
course reflects the truly modern and evolving political environment, in the United Kingdom and globally.    

Where does Politics lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 Students of politics at Acton develop the ability to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate political information to form 
arguments and make judgements. Students have successfully gone onto study politics, history, economics, law and 
international relationships at prestigious universities. They have also secured work placements with all three 
of the major political parties.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Students’ understanding of politics is developed through the study of key political processes, ideologies and thinkers. 
Their learning begins with political participant which includes which includes core democratic processes such as elections, 
voting systems and voting behaviour. Students study liberalism, socialism and conservatism before moving onto non-core 
ideologies such as feminism. They also look at key roles within government such as the rights and powers of the Prime 
Minister.  Students complete the course by studying the US Constitution and federalism, US Congress, US presidency, US 
Supreme Court and civil rights, democracy and participation, comparative theories.  
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Ark Acton Politics Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

Can nationalism exist 
without Conflict?  
  
  
  
Students study the 
origins and 
development of 
nationalist ideology 
and movements 
though key thinkers 
and historic events 
which are often linked 
to conflict and fierce 
difference of 
opinions.   

How are US sausages 
made?   
  
  
  
Though a depth study on 
the US Congress, 
Presidency and Supreme 
Court students will have 
a firm understanding of 
how laws are made in the 
USA and the system of 
checks and balances 
which attempt to stop 
the rise of tyranny.  
  
  

How comparable are the 
British and US sausage 
factories?  
  
  
Using the structural, 
rational and cultural 
approach of political 
comparison students will 
be able to draw 
comparisons between 
the democracies of the 
USA and UK to seek out 
areas of similarity and 
difference.  
  

         

Year 
12   

Is democracy 
democratic?    
  
Students look at 
direct 
and indirect democra
cy, the right to vote 
and other ways 
of participating in 
politics and how this 
has changed in recent 
years. They ask how 
far the country really 
is ‘ruled by the 
people’?   

How do I become PM?   
  
If you become the 
leader of 
the Conservative party, y
ou are likely to become 
the Prime Minister but 
what is the role of the 
other political parties 
and is it still a case of 
red versus blue?   
  
  

Does Westminster 
function?  
  
Some have claimed that 
The Palace 
of Westminster is less 
a functioning 
government more of a 
museum but what 
happens within the walls 
and who is really 
powerful?   
  
   
  
  

Can conservatives be 
considered radicals?  
  
Students explore 
the core ideas and 
principles of 
conservatism through its 
key thinkers. 
Students compare and 
contrast strands of 
the ideology including 
one nation 
conservativism and 
traditional conservativis
m.    
  

Can liberals agree?  
  
  
Students examine the 
contributions of key 
liberal thinkers and 
explore their key 
concepts and values. 
They look at the 
different ways different 
types of ‘liberal’ interpret 
these ideas including 
‘classical’ liberals and 
their 
modern successors.   

Has true socialism had 
its day?   
  
Students learn how the 
core ideas and principles 
of socialism relate to 
human nature, the state, 
society and the 
economy. Students inter
rogate the idea that 
society will ever 
be founded on 
collectivism and social 
equality.   
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Ark Acton Psychology Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying history at Ark Acton?    

Psychology is one of Ark Acton’s most popular A levels and students enjoy engaging with this new subject. Psychology is the 
scientific study of the mind, behaviour and feeling and thought. Psychology at Acton can best be described as a 
multidisciplinary programme of study that draws upon biology, history, chemistry and maths. Students develop a solid 
understanding of the main psychological perspectives such as the cognitive approach, social learning theory, developmental 
psychology, the biological approach and the psychodynamic approach as well as the methods used to study the mind.    

Where does [subject] lead after 
Ark Acton?     

 Studying psychology provides students with a wide range of skills that open up opportunities in both the sciences and the 
arts. Students at Acton have gone onto study psychology at world renowned institutions such as UCL and King’s College. 
Graduates of psychology can apply to join the British Psychological Society and work in fields such as psychiatry, 
neuroscience and counselling.  The skills developed through studying psychology are extremely transferable and those that 
choose not work in the field often command high salaries working in computing, technology, artificial intelligence, 
marketing, finance, management, medicine, dentistry, nursing and social policy. As with other sciences, the data collected 
by psychologists is shared with the public and is used to address a variety of contemporary social problems.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Students studying Psychology at A level enjoy a curriculum that develops their expertise in psychology as a discipline and 
their ability to carry out scientific research.  The practical elements of psychology are extremely important and students 
wishing to study psychology at university will have a solid grounding in research design.    Students begin by studying 
introductory topics and topics in context including developmental psychology, social psychology, memory, approaches and 
psychopathology, this allows them to experience the core approaches within the discipline. During year 2 students complete 
optional units including gender, forensic psychology and schizophrenia and the remaining core content of issues and 
debates, biopsychology and research methods.   
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Ark Acton Psychology Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

Is gender decided at 
birth?   
  
  
We consider how far 
our gender identity 
is socially 
constructed. We 
examine biological, 
social and 
psychological explan
ations for both 
typical and atypical 
gender development
. 

Could psychology keep 
us safe?  
  
  
We assess profiling 
methods employed by 
the police in the United 
Kingdom and America. 
We ask 
if psychologists are really 
able to explain and 
predict criminality by 
looking at our 
personality types, genes 
or cognitive biases.   
  

 Is the psychological 
always at first 
biological?   
  
We examine how 
far psychologists are able 
to explain behaviour in 
terms of our hormones, 
genes 
and brain structure. 
Evidence from PET 
scans and post-mortems 
suggests that they can.   

What is Schizophrenia?   
  
  
Many people think 
they have an 
understanding 
of this disorder, but we 
challenge 
existing misconceptions 
and uncover the 
complexities involved in 
diagnosis and 
treatments.   

Exam preparation   
 

Year 
12   

How scientific is 
psychology?   
  
When Wundt 
opened the first 
Labotory dedicated 
to studying the 
human mind, his 
aim was to establish 
psychology as a 
science. Since then, 
psychology has seen 
numerous 
approaches and 
perspectives   

Can psychology explain 
the holocaust?   
  
Psychologists examine 
the way conformity and 
obedience can have 
disastrous consequences. 
We consider the reasons 
why individuals and 
whole populations 
blindly follow a dictator 
even when it goes against 
their own principles.     
  

How does our memory 
work? Why do we 
forget?   
  
Cognitive psychologists 
have created models to 
explain 
what we cannot directly s
tudy, we examine two 
models of memory.  We 
also assess 
the implications and 
applications of 
memory research.   

What happens if we do 
not bond with our 
parents?   
  
Psychologists have long 
questioned whether 
a bond between a 
caregiver 
and an infant is essential 
for a healthy and happy 
life.  We assess the 
impact of insecure 
attachment on 
intellectual, moral and 
social development.   

Are we all a little mad?   
  
We consider the emotion
al, cognitive and 
behavioural symptoms of 
common disorders. We 
also assess 
the effectiveness and 
ethics of various 
treatments.   

Is psychology 
filled with consensus or 
conflict?    
  
Cognitive approach is the 
dominant perspective wit
hin contemporary psycho
logy but its superiority is 
being challenged. We 
examine the 
contributions, validity an
d applications of the core 
theories including 
psychoanalysis, 
biopsychology and 
behaviourism.   
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dominate thinking 
and then fade away. 
We consider how far 
psychology is and 
should be a 
science.    
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Ark Acton Sociology Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying Sociology at Ark Acton?    

 The purpose of sociology, as with all sciences, is to uncover that which is hidden. Sociology students study 
and participate in the science of society. Sociologists shape our everyday lives without us even realising it. They have the 
power to influence governments and social policies, everything from how football crowds are managed by the police to how 
much tax we have to pay has been determined by a social scientist. Studying sociology will answer many questions students 
have about society and how humans behave and interact.  Sociology celebrates and promotes diversity, students of 
sociology develop an understanding of cultural and religious differences and similarities and they examine in detail how an 
individual’s gender, ethnicity and social class interact and impact upon their life chances.   
The sociology department will equip students with the knowledge and skills needed to meet the challenges of the twenty-
first century.  We are living through a period of rapid and profound change and being a graduate of a sociology means the 
future won’t just happen to our students, they will shape it!   

Where does Sociology lead after 
Ark Acton?     

 Studying sociology at Acton will support applications for a wide range of degree courses and careers. Students have used 
their sociological understanding to successfully apply to Russell Group universities to study law, politics, criminology, 
international relations, forensic science, philosophy, economics and psychology. Studying sociology is evidence that 
students are able to think critically, decode and review evidence and engage in the research process. A sociology 
qualification provides the knowledge and skills to critically engage with key issues facing contemporary societies including 
globalisation; the changing nature of work and the family; gender roles and sexuality; multiculturalism; the impact of the 
media and information technologies; and new forms of politics.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Students studying A level Sociology begin by studying sociological research methods and the education system, this first 
unit of learning looks at the role and function of the education system and patterns of achievement. Although the education 
system itself is a complex and intriguing topic, perhaps more significant is that students show advanced 
understanding of core sociological issues such as consensus and conflict and the idea of meritocracy. Students follow this by 
looking at the evolution of the family both in Britain and globally and this allows them to examine the causes 
and consequences of social change. A key theme of the first year of study is the assessment of the aims, implementation 
and evaluation of social policy.  In the second year of study students look at the impact of the media and crime and apply 
the core themes from year one to these topics.  Students finish the course we a solid understanding of sociological theories 
including Marxism, Interactionism, Feminism, Functionalism and the New Right, by this stage students are able to think 
critically about the theories and research they are presented with.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Students in year 10 study sociology for the first time, they learn to understand the purpose of research and how the role of a 
sociologist differs from that of a psychologist, journalist or natural scientist.  They examine the strengths and 
limitations of quantitative and qualitative data and how a sociologist uses this data to provide solutions for social problems. 
They develop an understanding of political and economic history through the ideas of key thinkers or philosophers. 
Students begin to develop an understanding of social processes, the significance of class, gender and ethnicity and the 
difference between conflict and consensus viewpoints.  In year 11 they enhance this understanding and apply this 
knowledge to topics such as crime and deviance and social inequality.   
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Ark Acton Sociology Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 
13   

Do we live in a ‘risk 
society’?   
  
  
Ulrich Becker 
argues that we have 
moved into a period 
of rapid 
and potentially dang
erous social 
change.  He suggests 
that technology and 
political insecurity 
are now bigger 
threats to our lives 
than natural 
disasters.  We 
examine how far his 
warning should be 
taken seriously.   
  
  

Are we controlled by the 
media?   
  
  
The media is one of the 
most powerful agents of 
socialisation. We 
consider whether the 
media is simply an 
innocuous entertainment 
source, or 
does it actually undermin
e democratic processes, 
perpetuate 
gender stereotypes and d
esensitise us 
to violence.    

Do we live in conflict or 
consensus?   
  
We examine the ways in 
which Sociology is not a 
homogenous discipline. 
Sociology 
is continuously evolving 
and as we progress into 
the 21st century the views 
of key contributors 
are increasingly polarise
d. Functionalists see 
society as based on 
consensus 
and cooperation. 
Marxists and Feminists 
see society as based on 
division and 
exploitation.   

Has the age of the meta-
narrative passed?   
  
Postmodernists  suggest t
hat we are no longer able 
to view society through a 
modernist lens and we 
examine the evidence for 
and against their 
claims.  People are no 
longer defined by their 
social class, gender or 
religion. Our identities 
and cultures 
are increasingly fragment
ed. Other sociologists 
have questioned how far 
we can really reject 
Marxism and 
Feminism.    

Exam prep   
 

Year 
12   

How do sociologists 
shape the lives of us 
all?   
  
  
We consider the role 
of sociologists in 
solving social 
problems. We look 

Does the education 
system facilitate or 
prevent social mobility?   
  
  
Most people are told as 
children that if they work 
hard in school, they will 
do well and get a good 

Are we witnessing the 
privatisation of 
education?  
  
 
Across the world we are 
witnessing 
monumental changes to 
how education is 

Will the nuclear family 
disappear?   
  
  
  
We imagine how the 
family unit will differ 
in the future by 
examining how it has 

Are we on the verge of a 
crippling demographic 
crisis?   
  
  
The population is older 
than it has ever been. We 
examine the reasons for 
this and consider the 

Is crime inevitable?   
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in depth at the 
relationship 
between social 
thought, social 
research and social 
policy.   

job. We integrate this 
claim and look at how far 
evidence suggests that 
the education system 
facilitates progress for 
all.   
  
  

designed, funded and 
delivered.  We 
investigate this process 
and question whether 
education is still seen as 
a right that a government 
must uphold, or is 
it increasingly seen as 
business opportunity.   
  

evolved. We consider 
how the structure of the 
family supports the 
current economic system 
and whether it really 
benefits all its members. 
Will the nuclear family 
be replaced by an 
alternative?   

implications for the 
individual, the structure 
of the family and for 
social policy.   

Year 
11   

Who commits 
crime? Who gets 
caught?   
  
 
We consider how far 
official 
statistics  give an acc
urate and complete 
account of the level 
and nature of crime 
committed.  Sociolo
gists have asked 
does the justice 
system really 
provide what it 
intends to or is your 
social 
class and ethnicity 
more of a factor in 
your trial than your 
innocence or guilt?   
 

Is society more 
dangerous now than 50 
years ago?   
  
  
The media would have us 
believe that there is 
danger on every corner 
and children today need 
to be kept in doors for 
their own safety. The 
sociological evidence 
suggests that this is not 
entirely true. We explore 
how society has changed 
and whether or not we 
really are at a greater risk 
from crime than in the 
past.   
  

Why does poverty exist?   
  
  
  
 
Most people agree that 
poverty is not something 
that a society should 
welcome but does 
it actually serve a 
purpose? Who is to 
blame for poverty and is 
the solution really 
communism?   

Is Britain more 
meritocratic than other 
countries?  
  
  
Britain provides free 
education and free 
healthcare for all.  It is 
illegal to discriminate 
against someone based 
on their gender, race or 
sexuality but does this 
mean that are success 
and failure depend on 
merit alone?   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Exam prep   
 

Year 
10   

Is Sociology a 
science?  

How do sociologists solve 
social problems?   

Is the nuclear family 
good for everyone?   

Are families the same as 
they have always been?   

Why do we go to 
school?   

Is success or failure 
down to intelligence?   
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The role of the 
sociologists is 
different to the role 
of a journalist, a 
natural scientist and 
a psychologist. The 
language of 
sociology 
is explored, and we 
grapple with 
abstract concepts 
such as the 
‘sociological 
imagination’ and the 
purpose of sociology 
as well as examining 
methodology.   

  
Sociology is a 
theoretical discipline,  bu
t the work of a sociologist 
has far reaching 
applications and 
implications. We 
consider the links 
between sociological 
thought and our 
everyday lives.   
  

  
Functionalists argue that 
only the nuclear family 
can truly meet the needs 
of the individual and 
society.  The 
nuclear family provides 
for us emotionally and 
economically. Feminists 
provide 
strong evidence to  the co
ntrary.    
  
  

  
It has long been accepted 
that the nuclear family is 
the norm and that it is 
the most appropriate 
environment for children 
to be raised in.  This view 
is being challenged and 
some argue 
that contemporary family 
life is characterised by 
diversity and choice.   

  
  
Education has many 
overt and obvious 
benefits.  What is more 
interesting to sociologists 
is the 
education system’s  laten
t functions. Is it designed 
to provide a route out of 
poverty or to perpetuate 
inequalities? Is there a 
case for ‘de-schooling’?   
  
  
  

  
If you are from a working 
class background you are 
half as likely to progress 
to higher education than 
those from a middle 
class background. We 
examine possible causes 
by looking at factors 
within schools and wider 
society.   
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Ark Acton PE Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of 
studying Physical Education at 
Ark Acton?    

 Physical Education is vital for the development of any young person. The physical, mental and social attributes that can be 
accessed are not available in this abundance in any other subject. Participation in physical activity is a life skill that will lead 
to improvement in social skills, body awareness, teamwork and overall health and wellbeing. We look to provide students 
with the opportunities to prosper in a range of sporting settings and actively encourage lifelong participation. For those 
students wishing to further develop and build on their existing skill sets we also provide a variety of pathways to nurture 
their development in the pursuit of excellence.  

Where does 
Physical Education lead after Ark 
Acton?     

 We offer a BTEC National in Sport at KS5 and this is the obvious pathway for students who have studied BTEC Sport or 
GCSE PE at KS4. This qualification can lead to a variety of sports courses at university ranging from sports coaching to 
Physiotherapy. It can also support students to gain UCAS points for other pathways. More importantly we encourage 
students to be physically active when they leave Ark Acton. This could be anything from walking or attending a fitness class 
to high level sports participation. Whatever your level of participation it is vital that all students continue to participate in 
physical activity after they leave Ark Acton to ensure they enjoy the benefits of an active lifestyle.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

 Students can choose to complete a BTEC L3 National Extended Certificate in Sport. This consists of 4 units covering 
anatomy and physiology, training methods, fitness testing and professional development in the sports industry. There are 2 
external assessments and 2 portfolio assessed units.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

All students in Years 10 and 11 receive one hour of high-quality physical education a week. Students will continue to 
study a broad curriculum of sporting disciplines over the 2 years, with a directed focus on skill development as well as 
expanding their knowledge and understanding of sport and physical activity. One significant feature of PE in Key Stage 4 is 
the emphasis which is placed on the wider values that sport and physical activity can play in a student’s life. We aim to 
provide an environment where students can relieve the stresses of education, gain important life skills, and we aim to 
nurture an enthusiasm for sport and physical activity that will hopefully lead to lifelong participation upon leaving 
Ark Acton Academy.  
Students within Years 10 and 11 can choose to further develop their sporting education by studying an academic 
GCSE in Physical Education. Within GCSE Physical Education, students are assessed on both their theoretical 
understanding of sport and physical activity as well as their practical sporting capabilities. As such, students should have a 
keen interest in PE and sport, particularly the scientific theories and principles behind it. In addition, students must be 
proficient athletes, capable of performing to a high standard in at least three different sporting disciplines, both individual 
and team based.  
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What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

 Physical Education and School Sport plays a major part in life at Ark Acton Academy and we pride ourselves on supporting 
every student and their personal development. As such, we have a specialist team of staff who dedicate themselves to 
improving the performance and knowledge of our students, from our elite standard athletes who are performing at 
representative level to those who simply enjoy physical activity and the unquestionable benefits it provides. In years 7 and 8 
we concentrate on the GCSE options of netball, handball, table tennis and badminton. In year 9 the students can choose an 
options pathway from games, fitness, GCSE and aesthetics. Throughout each pathway or activity, we introduce GCSE 
terminology and grading systems, so the students are GCSE ready by year 10.  

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 Students have completed basic movement and throwing and catching skills. They have taken part in a limited number of 
sports usually football, netball, dodgeball, rounders and cricket. Most teaching will have been by a non-specialist or an 
outside coach.  

 
  

Ark Acton PE Curriculum Map  
  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 12   Anatomy & Physiology: 

Can you demonstrate 
knowledge of body 
systems, structures, 
functions, 
characteristics, 
definitions and other 
additional factors 
affecting each body 
system?  
  
  
  
 Training Programmes: 
Can you demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
effects of lifestyle 
choices on an 

Anatomy & 
Physiology: Can you 
demonstrate 
understanding of each 
body system, the short- 
and long-term effects of 
sport and exercise on 
each system and 
additional factors that 
can affect body systems 
in relation to exercise 
and sporting 
performance  
 Training 
Programmes: Can you 
apply knowledge and 
understanding of 
fitness principles and 
theory, lifestyle 
modification 

Anatomy & 
Physiology: Can you 
analyse exercise and 
sports movements, how 
the body responds to 
short-term and long-
term exercise and other 
additional factors 
affecting each body 
system?  
  
  
  
  
  
Training 
Programmes: Can you 
analyse and interpret 
screening information 
relating to an 

Anatomy & 
Physiology: Can you 
evaluate how body 
systems are used and 
how they interrelate in 
order to carry out 
exercise and sporting 
movements?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Training 
Programmes: Can you 
evaluate qualitative and 
quantitative evidence to 

Anatomy & 
Physiology: Can you 
make connections 
between body systems 
in response to short-
term and long-term 
exercise and 
sport participation. Can 
you make connections 
between the muscular 
and all other systems, 
cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems, 
energy and 
cardiovascular 
systems?  
  
Training 
Programmes: Can 
you develop a fitness 

Anatomy & 
Physiology: Revision 
and exam.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Training 
Programmes: Revision 
and exam.  
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individual’s health and 
well-being?  

techniques, nutritional 
requirements and 
training methods to an 
individual’s needs and 
goals?   
  

individual’s lifestyle 
questionnaire and 
health monitoring 
tests?  

make informed 
judgements about how 
an individual’s health 
and well-being could be 
improved?  

training programme 
with appropriate 
justification?  

Year 11   How does sports 
psychology affect 
performance in physical 
activity?   

How are engagement 
patterns affected by 
different aspects of our 
everyday life?   

What are the benefits of 
participating in 
physical activity and 
sport for health, fitness 
and wellbeing?   

Revision  Exam    

Year 10   How is anatomy and 
physiology used when 
participating in 
physical activity?    

What movement of 
bones and muscles 
occurs at joints when 
we participate in 
physical activity?  

How does the 
respiratory system 
work to help 
us exercise?  

 How does 
the circulatory system 
work to help 
us exercise?  

What are the best 
methods of training to 
improve our 
components of fitness 
for particular types of 
physical activity and 
how do we test these 
components?   

What are the best 
methods of training to 
improve our 
components of fitness 
for particular types of 
physical activity and 
how do we test these 
components?  

Year 9  GCSE: 

Students begin to study 
in depth the sports that 
they may choose for 
GCSE PE focusing more 
on technique and 
tactics. 

Fitness: 

Students will study how 
to complete fitness 
tests, how to analyse 
the data and complete a 
training programme 
based on this data. 

Games: 

Students will study a 
variety of games 
including football, 
basketball and netball 
focusing more on 
technique and tactics. 

Aesthetics:  

Students will study 
trampolining and 
fitness concentrating on 
what makes a 
performance 
aesthetically pleasing. 

Tennis: 

Students will play 
tennis focusing more on 
technique and tactics. 

Athletics: 

Students will take part 
in different athletics 
events focusing more on 
technique and tactics. 

Year 8   How do we use the data 

gathered form fitness 

testing? 

What fitness tests are 
relevant for what sports 
and why?  

What are the skills 

required to play table 

tennis/badminton 

effectively? 

What are the short 
term and long-term 
effects of exercise on 
our musculoskeletal, 

What are the skills 

required to play netball 

effectively? 

What are the short term 
and long-term effects of 
exercise on our 
musculoskeletal, 

What are the skills 

required to play 

handball effectively? 

What are the short term 
and long-term effects of 
exercise on our 
musculoskeletal, 

What are the skills 

required to play tennis 

effectively? 

What are the short term 
and long-term effects of 
exercise on our 
musculoskeletal, 

What are the skills 

required to perform 

different athletics 

events effectively? 

What are the short term 
and long-term effects of 
exercise on our 
musculoskeletal, 
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cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems? 

cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems? 

cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems? 

cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems? 

cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems? 

Year 7    Why do sports 

performers complete 

fitness tests? 

What are the 
procedures for 
completing some of 
these tests? 

What are the skills 

required to play table 

tennis/badminton? 

What components of 
fitness are required to 
play table 
tennis/badminton? 

What are the skills 

required to play 

netball? 

What components of 
fitness are required to 
play netball? 

What are the skills 

required to play 

handball? 

What components of 
fitness are required to 
play handball? 

What are the skills 

required to play tennis? 

What components of 
fitness are required to 
play tennis? 

What are the skills 

required to perform 

different athletics 

events? 

What components of 
fitness are required to 
perform different 
athletics events? 
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Ark Acton Religious Education Curriculum Map   

What is the purpose of studying 
Religious Studies at Ark Acton?    

 The purpose of studying Religious Studies is to develop pupils' knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, 
practices, language and traditions and their influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures. It enables pupils 
to consider and respond to a range of important questions related to their own spiritual development, the development of 
values and attitudes, and fundamental questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life.  

Where does Religious Studies lead 
after Ark Acton?     

A level Religious Studies can provide you with excellent transferable skills, from essay writing, developing confidence in 
debating, to developing the ability to appreciate other viewpoints. These skills can be incredibly helpful in a range of 
University degrees involving critical thinking and discussion e.g. Humanities, English, Psychology, PPE, Social Sciences, 
Theology, Philosophy, Journalism, Law. It is also excellent as a complement to scientific and mathematical subjects to 
develop ethical thinking and essay writing. Knowledge of ethics is useful in medical applications.  

What is the narrative of study at 
KS5?   

Religious Studies is currently not being taught at Ark Acton. However, the specification that KS4 is leading towards is a 
programme of study focusing on three key areas; Philosophy or Religion, Religion and Ethics, and Developments in 
Religious Thought within Christianity. Philosophy or Religion requires the study of philosophical issues and questions 
raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and 
influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and 
thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of 
religion. Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts 
and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be applied to issues of importance; namely euthanasia, 
business ethics, and sexual ethics. Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of 
Christianity. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious 
identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which Christianity has developed over 
time, and how it has responded to challenges and significant contemporary social issues.   

What is the narrative of study at 
KS4?   

Students will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam. For Christianity this includes key beliefs, 
including beliefs on Jesus Christ and Salvation; worship and festivals, and the role of the Church in the local and worldwide 
community. For Islam this includes key beliefs, sources of authority, worship, duties, and festivals. Students are also made 
aware of different religious perspectives on issues studied both within the religion in focus (for Ark Acton that is 
Christianity), as well as between belief systems; for example, between Christianity and atheism. They will explore the 
religious, philosophical and ethical arguments related to the issues raised, and their impact and influence on the modern 
world. Students will be expected to show their understanding of religion through the application of teachings from religion 
and beliefs. They will also learn how to make specific references to sources of wisdom and authority including scripture 
and/or sacred texts.  



 
 

118 
 

What is the narrative of study at 
KS3?   

 KS3 offers students the chance to build on what they have studied at primary school, whilst giving them the right tools to 
progress onto GCSE and beyond. They will explore the different perspectives on the beliefs and practices of different World 
Religions and Belief systems and the implications of adhering to these. They will also be made aware of different 
religious perspectives on contemporary issues and the religious, philosophical and ethical arguments related to these. 
This will be through a study of parables and miracles within Christianity, Buddhism, Suffering (from a Buddhist and 
Atheist/Humanist perspective), Religious Diversity, the Value of Life, Creation, and Life After Death. The study of scripture 
and/or sacred texts will also be integral to the study or religion, learning to become accustomed to analysis of these.   

What has been the narrative of 
study at KS1/2?   

 From primary school, all students will have begun to consider religious beliefs and practices, and reflected upon how they 
affect the individual, their families and their communities. This is through looking at ‘special days’, ‘special places’, ‘special 
food’, and ‘caring for our world’ in KS1. In KS2 they will have studied Belief and Practice in Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, Sikhism; ‘spirituality through art’, ‘beliefs regarding death’, initiation practices’, ‘signs and symbols’, ethics and 
morality, ‘history of belief in the UK’, ‘festivals of light’, ‘pilgrimage’, ‘special leaders’, ‘religious buildings’, and ‘prayer, 
meditation and cultivating the inner life’.  Also, they will have looked at religious stories; specifically, how stories convey 
important beliefs and values; to further develop the ability to formulate questions. There should have been the emerging of 
using knowledge about religion to learn from religion, acquiring the ability to start asking questions.  

  
Ark Acton Religious Education Curriculum Map  

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
Year 11   What are the origins 

and value of the 
universe and human 
life?  
  
There are a number 
of different 
perspectives on the 
origins and value of the 
universe both religious 
and non-
religious: looking at 
the value of the world, 
the abuse of animals; 
as well as the origins 
and value of human 
life: looking at such 

Does God exist?  
  
We consider with 
the philosophers 
and theologians who 
have come before us 
the philosophical 
arguments for God’s 
existence; the 
Design Argument, 
the First Cause 
Argument, the 
argument from 
miracles, and 
arguments against; 
the Problem of Evil 

Is War ever justified?  
  
Religion has varying views on 
whether war is ever justified; 
considering religious 
teachings such as peace, 
justice, forgiveness and 
reconciliation and how they 
influence religious attitudes to 
terrorism, war and pacifism, 
both historically and in the 
21st century.  
  

Why do people commit 
crimes and how should they 
be punished?  
  
There are a number of reasons 
why people commit crimes 
and so for that reason there 
are varying ways that both 
religious and non-
religious people respond to 
these crimes; including 
forgiveness and punishment.  

N/A  N/A  
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issues as abortion, 
euthanasia and the 
afterlife.   

and scientific 
arguments.   

Year 10   What are the origins 
and value of the 
universe and human 
life?  
  
There are a number 
of different 
perspectives on the 
origins and value of the 
universe both religious 
and non-religious: 
looking at the value of 
the world, the abuse of 
animals; as well as the 
origins and value of 
human life: looking at 
such issues as 
abortion, euthanasia 
and the afterlife.   

What are the origins 
and value of the 
universe and human 
life?  
  
There are a number 
of different 
perspectives on the 
origins and value of 
the universe both 
religious and non-
religious: looking at 
the value of the 
world, the abuse of 
animals; as well as 
the origins and 
value of human life: 
looking at such 
issues as abortion, 
euthanasia and the 
afterlife.   

Does God exist?  
  
We consider with the 
philosophers and theologians 
who have come before us the 
philosophical arguments for 
God’s existence; the Design 
Argument, the First Cause 
Argument, the argument from 
miracles, and arguments 
against; the Problem of Evil 
and scientific arguments.   

Does God exist?  
  
We consider with the 
philosophers and theologians 
who have come before us the 
philosophical arguments for 
God’s existence; the Design 
Argument, the First Cause 
Argument, the argument from 
miracles, and arguments 
against; the Problem of Evil 
and scientific arguments.   

Is War ever 
justified?  
  
Religion has varying 
views on whether 
war is ever justified; 
considering religious 
teachings such as 
peace, justice, 
forgiveness and 
reconciliation and 
how they influence 
religious attitudes to 
terrorism, war and 
pacifism, both 
historically and in 
the 21st century.  

Why do people 
commit crimes and 
how should they be 
punished?  
  
There are a number 
of reasons why 
people commit 
crimes and so for 
that reason there are 
varying ways that 
both religious and 
non-religious people 
respond to these 
crimes; including 
forgiveness and 
punishment.  

Year 9  What are the origins 
and value of the 
universe and human 
life?  
  
There are a number 
of different 
perspectives on the 
origins and value of the 
universe both religious 
and non-religious: 

What are the origins 
and value of the 
universe and human 
life?  
  
There are a number 
of different 
perspectives on the 
origins and value of 
the universe both 
religious and non-

Does God exist?  
  
We consider with the 
philosophers and theologians 
who have come before us the 
philosophical arguments for 
God’s existence; the Design 
Argument, the First Cause 
Argument, the argument from 
miracles, and arguments 

Does God exist?  
  
We consider with the 
philosophers and theologians 
who have come before us the 
philosophical arguments for 
God’s existence; the Design 
Argument, the First Cause 
Argument, the argument from 
miracles, and arguments 

Is War ever 
justified?  
  
Religion has varying 
views on whether 
war is ever justified; 
considering religious 
teachings such as 
peace, justice, 
forgiveness and 
reconciliation and 

Why do people 
commit crimes and 
how should they be 
punished?  
  
There are a number 
of reasons why 
people commit 
crimes and so for 
that reason there are 
varying ways that 
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looking at the value of 
the world, the abuse of 
animals; as well as the 
origins and value of 
human life: looking at 
such issues as 
abortion, euthanasia 
and the afterlife.   

religious: looking at 
the value of the 
world, the abuse of 
animals; as well as 
the origins and 
value of human life: 
looking at such 
issues as abortion, 
euthanasia and the 
afterlife.   

against; the Problem of Evil 
and scientific arguments.   

against; the Problem of Evil 
and scientific arguments.   

how they influence 
religious attitudes to 
terrorism, war and 
pacifism, both 
historically and in 
the 21st century.  

both religious and 
non-religious people 
respond to these 
crimes; including 
forgiveness and 
punishment.  

Year 8   What is religious 
diversity and why does 
it exist both between 
and within religions?  
  
There is both unity and 
variety, both between 
and within religions, as 
they 
have different views on 
God, and so this comes 
across in the way that 
they act out their 
different beliefs; this 
can be seen within 
Christianity (Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic and 
Protestant) and within 
Islam (Sunni, Shia and 
Ahmadiyya).  
  

What is religious 
diversity and why 
does it exist both 
between and within 
religions?  
  
There is both unity 
and variety, both 
between and within 
religions, as they 
have different views 
on God, and so this 
comes across in the 
way that they act out 
their different 
beliefs; this can be 
seen within 
Christianity 
(Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic and 
Protestant) and 
within Islam (Sunni, 
Shia and 
Ahmadiyya).  

How do we know if there is 
life after death?  
  
There are varying views both 
religious and non-religious 
on whether there is life after 
this one, with 
many believing that there is 
evidence for this, from the 
Bible and the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the 
Qur’an and the life of Prophet 
Muhammad, paranormal 
activity and near-death 
experiences; whether this 
evidence proves 
an afterlife continues to be 
debated.  
  

How do we know if there is 
life after death?  
  
There are varying views both 
religious and non-religious on 
whether there is life after this 
one, with many believing that 
there is evidence for this, from 
the Bible and the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the 
Qur’an and the life of Prophet 
Muhammad, paranormal 
activity and near-death 
experiences; whether this 
evidence proves an afterlife 
continues to be debated.  

Why does evil and 
suffering exist I the 
world?  
  
This question has 
been raised by both 
religious (Christian 
and Buddhist)) and 
non-religious people 
(atheist and 
humanist) alike, 
with possible 
answers that seek to 
prove or disprove 
God’s existence as 
they debate the 
issues it raises.   

PSHE  
  
(NBR – asked for 
this unit to be 
PSHE. Please see 
her for content).  
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Year 7    Why are parables and 
miracles important?  
  
Jesus told parables 
(e.g. the Good 
Samaritan and the Lost 
Son) and is said to 
have performed 
miracles (healing, 
nature and raising to 
life miracles) during 
his ministry; these 
hold importance for 
Christians and non-
Christians alike, as 
they raise questions 
about the attributes of 
God and how he relates 
to humans.  

Why are parables 
and miracles 
important?  
  
Jesus told parables 
(e.g. the Good 
Samaritan and the 
Lost Son) and is said 
to have performed 
miracles (healing, 
nature and raising 
to life miracles) 
during his ministry; 
these hold 
importance for 
Christians and non-
Christians alike, as 
they raise questions 
about the attributes 
of God and how he 
relates to humans.  

Why is there suffering and 
unhappiness and can these be 
overcome?  
  
The teachings of the Buddha 
(the three signs of being, the 
Four Noble Truths, The Eight-
fold Path, the Five Precepts 
and Karma) aim to help 
people overcome suffering 
and promote happiness by 
showing them how to look 
quietly and carefully at life, to 
reflect on the way in which 
things change and to think 
carefully about what it is that 
truly makes us happy or 
unhappy; through following 
this we can overcome 
suffering and unhappiness.  
  
  
  

Why is there suffering and 
unhappiness and can these be 
overcome?  
  
The teachings of the Buddha 
(the three signs of being, the 
Four Noble Truths, The Eight-
fold Path, the Five Precepts 
and Karma) aim to help 
people overcome suffering 
and promote happiness by 
showing them how to look 
quietly and carefully at life, to 
reflect on the way in which 
things change and to think 
carefully about what it is that 
truly makes us happy or 
unhappy; through following 
this we can overcome 
suffering and unhappiness.  
  

Are some lives more 
valuable than 
others?  
  
According to the law 
(Human Rights) all 
humans are equal 
and should be 
treated as such, 
whereas some 
religions teach that 
there is God 
ordained inequality 
(the Caste System); 
whether equality 
should be applied to 
all living beings 
(Animal Rights) 
stands a matter of 
debate by religious 
people and non-
religious alike.  

PSHE  
  
(NBR – asked for 
this unit to be 
PSHE. Please see 
her for content).  

  
 


