
Year 8 Half Term Homework  Ark Acton  
 

 Key Terms:  

Technique Examples 

Simile - a descriptive technique that compares one 

thing with another, usually using 'as' or 'like'. 
The trees stood as tall as towers. 

Metaphor - a descriptive technique that names a 

person, thing or action as something else. 
The circus was a magnet for the children. 

Alliteration - Alliteration is when a series of words 

in a row have the same first sound. 
Larry's leopard likes leaping lizards. 

Personification - a metaphor attributing human 

feelings to an object. 
The sun smiled at the hills, ready to begin a new day. 

Onomatopoeia - words that sound a little like they 

mean. 
The autumn leaves and twigs cracked and crunched underfoot. 

Emotive language - language intended to create 

an emotional response. 

A heart-breaking aroma of death filled the air as he surveyed 
the devastation and destruction that had befallen them all. 

 

 Analytical Verbs:  

Conveys Informs  

Illustrates Suggests  

Demonstrates Supports  

Establishes Shows  

Clarifies States 

Signifies Presents 

Confirms  Portrays 

Builds Implies  
 

 

 Sentence Starters/ Stems: 

This gives the reader…       

Tells us… 

Makes the reader think that… 

Suggests that… 

Has the effect of… 

This makes it sound… 

 

Suggested books to read:  

1. Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian  

2. Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

3. Skellig by David Almond 

4. The Giver by Lois Lowry 

5. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank (Stretch)  
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Understanding the main differences between descriptive and narrative writing 

 

Descriptive writing paints pictures with word or recreates a scene or experience for the 

reader, see the example below:  

The ground crumbled like sand under my feet as I heaved another step towards the summit. 

Looking below, the trees were dots to my squinting eyes in the midday heat. Beating down 

upon my back, the sun was relentless as I wiped the drips of salty sweat from my neckline. 

The silence of the chasm below was deafening; suddenly, eagles broke the silence and 

screeched above me in hunger. 

Example 

Sight 
Her raven black hair, still dripping after the shower, left a cascade of water spots trickling down 

the back of her white t-shirt. 

Sound 

We woke up sluggish, tired from last night's ruckus. Our new puppy restlessly wandered around 

the house, his nails clicking over the wood floor like tap-dancing beetles, and his incessant, sharp-

pitched whining filled all the corners of the house. 

Taste Ugh, I hate when the sour taste of sweat drips into my mouth during practice. 

Touch 
Her sweater was so soft, reminding me of a velvety smooth bunny or a wispy cotton ball. I was 

surprised it wasn't cashmere. 

Smell  
I made sure to chew gum before my interview. I love the smell of minty breath; that sweet, icily 

refreshing scent is always sure to calm me down and help me focus. 

 

Narrative writing relates a series of events either real or imaginary or chronologically 

arranged and from a particular point of view, see the example below:  

Steve held on to the tuft of grass and slowly looked down - he was too shocked to 

speak. One moment he had been strolling along the cliff with Vicki, the next he was 

hanging over the edge. And where was Vicki? 

 

 You can use the websites below to develop a range in vocabulary to 

help improve your spoken and written English.  

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/ 

http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/1519 

http://languagefeatures.weebly.com/ 

 

 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/
http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/1519
http://languagefeatures.weebly.com/
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