
Parent Bulletin 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to a new year and  a very important term in the 

school year.  This will be another busy term for Ark Acton 

Academy with a determined focus on improving student 

progress, securing thorough preparation of examination 

groups and providing increased opportunities for stu-

dents to visit universities and hear visiting speakers.   

 

For our Year 11 students this term is crucial and all stu-

dents have been provided with revision materials for each 

one of their subjects.  Specific activities linked to these 

materials will be given to students each week in assem-

bly.  We are looking forward to a successful parents even-

ing with a clear focus on how the academy, parents and 

students can work together to increase attainment.   The 

outcome of the parent meetings will be a specific inter-

vention and action plan for each individual student. 

 

Last week we held a very successful careers event for Year 

8 and 9 students whilst Year 11 and 12 students took part 

in the exciting work that the academy is doing with  Pret 

a Manger as part of their apprenticeship scheme.   On 

Friday 18th we welcomed the Olympic rower, Toby Gar-

but, who is an ambassador for apprenticeships and work-

ing with the Youth Sports Trust.  We were excited to be 

able to Tweet about this event to promote the academy. 

 

Raising the attainment of our students requires the val-

ued support of parents.   I would ask parents to ensure 

that your child attends school everyday.  There is clear 

evidence that children who are in school everyday achieve 

higher grades than those children who miss days of learn-

ing.  Your child’s attendance record was provided to you 

on the academic reports which we sent home to you. 

 

I wish you , your family and your child a happy and suc-

cessful 2019. 

 

Gill Stewart 

Acting Principal 
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Safeguarding 

Safeguarding – Beginning and End of Day 
For all students, the school gates open at 8.00am until 8.33 
and will reopen 3.10 until 3.30 
In the interest of safeguarding the students, parents/carers 
are not permitted into the school buildings without an ap-
pointment. 
 

Contact Details 
It is a requirement that the school has a minimum 
of 2 emergency telephone contact numbers for 
your child/ren. We need to be able to contact you 
at all times. It is vitally important that we have 
your up to date contact details at all times. If your 
phone number/s or address have changed, please 
inform reception. 
 

General Data Protection Regulations 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you 
that new Data Protection laws, including the 
GDPR regulations, came in to force in May 2018. 
These give individuals greater protections for 
their personal data and more control over how it 
is used. Our Data Protection Policy and our Priva-
cy Notices can be found on our website.  
 

Sharp System 
Student please remember that if you have a worry 
or concern about yourself or one of your friends 
you can report anonymously on the link below.  
https://arkacton.thesharpsystem.com/ 

 
 
 

Attendance  

Late Arrival  
If your child/ren arrive late to school they will re-
ceive a late mark in their planner and will get a 30 
minute (if signed in before 9am) or 60 minutes (if 
signed in after 9am) correction after school. 
 

Absence 
In the event of your child being absent, you must 
call on 02031102400 and select the absence line 
and leave a clear message with your child's name, 
tutor group and reason for absence. It is school 
policy that you phone the school every day your 
child is absent, as the school has a legal responsi-
bility and a duty of care to know where your child 
is between 8.45am and 3.10pm 
A text will be sent to parents if an absence is not 
reported. If we do not receive a reason for an ab-
sence, it will automatically be recorded as unau-
thorised. 
Any sickness absences between 2 and 5 consecu-
tive days will require you to provide evidence of 
absence. For a period longer that than 6 consecu-
tive days or more due to illness, we ask that you 
provide a note accompanied by a doctor’s certifi-
cate. If this is not received the whole period of 
absence will be unauthorised. 
 

Medical Appointments 
All doctor and dentist appointments should be 
booked outside of school hours where possible. 
Proof of any appointment will be requested and 
your son/daughter will need to be collected. 

 

You should now have received your MCAS log in details. This portal 

can be used to track your child's attendance, behaviour, timetable 

and check reports. You can also request updates to your contact  

details. If you have any queries  

regarding MCAS please contact info@arkacton.org 

https://arkacton.thesharpsystem.com/


Year 7 – This half term the year 7’s will be developing their 
own radio plays. Radio Plays are storytelling performances. 
Students need to consider characterisation using their voice 
and how they will use sound effects to help the mood and at-
mosphere of their story. Students are developing their skills in 
voice work, as well as developing literacy through script 
writing.  

 

Year 8 – This half term the year 8’s are practically exploring the 
Shakespeare play, ‘The Tempest’. This is also the play they are 
studying in English at the moment as well! The aim of this half 
term is for students to practically explore the play and help 
with their understanding of language, characters and the 
storyline. Attached is an image of a year 8 class practically ex-
ploring the opening scene of ‘The Tempest’ which depicts the 
passengers about to be shipwrecked onto an island. At the end 
of this half term, students will be performing a duologue be-
tween Prospero and Caliban. Students are developing their 
skills in Component 2 of the GCSE, which requires students to 
perform from a text in character with appropriate voice work 
and characterisation through body language and facial expres-
sions.  

 

Year 9 – This half term the year 9’s are developing their skills 
for Component 1 of the GCSE. This component requires stu-
dents to be able to create and devise, a piece of using their 
inspiration from a stimulus. Students have been reading the 
story  ‘The Tell Tale Heart’  by Edgar Allen Poe. They have been 
devising different scenes using the drama skills of cross cutting, 
ensemble work and writing their own monologues from the 
point of view of a character. The first couple of weeks have 
shown some outstanding work and I’m excited to see their 
performances just before half term.  

 

Year 10 – The year 10’s have just completed the practical as-
pect of their mock component 1. Over this half term, students 
will be writing their evaluation and portfolio for their perfor-
mance. In addition, they will also be engaging in many work-
shops to develop their performance skills. They hope to start 
their final Component 1 in the beginning of April. 

 
 

Drama  
Netball 

All teams are currently completing their league fix-
tures. 

Year 7 Won 0 Lost 3 

Year 8 Won 1 Lost 2 

Year 9 Won 1 Lost 2 

Year 10 Won 0 Lost 1 

The girls are working hard with Miss Ryan and Ms 
Gare and have been very unlucky to be lose by the 
odd goal in some of their matches despite playing 
well. 

 

Basketball 

The senior basketball team have won their last 2 
games after a disappointing start to the season with 2 
losses. 

Alec Reed Academy L 41:25 

Rooks Heath L 27:26  

Twyford W 33:29 

Haydon W 35:28 

 

Upcoming fixtures 

28/1/19 Elthorne 

31/1/18 Drayton Manor 

 

Football 

Y11 are in the Middlesex Cup quarter final and will 
play Ruislip High in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Football training will start again in February for all 
other years. Matches will start after February half 
term. 

 

The PE department will be recruiting Y7 & Y8 tennis 
leaders as part of our school of tennis programme. 
More details to follow in assembly and form time. 

PE   



GCSE Geography in Action 

 

November saw Year 11 GCSE geographers complete their 

physical fieldwork on the South coast in West Wittering. 

The aim of the fieldwork was to collect and present im-

portant data to be used in their external GCSE exams this 

summer.   

Whilst undertaking the fieldwork Year 11 completed a 

range of tasks, including: 

Beach profiling  

Transect analysis on beach vegetation in the sand 

dunes  

Perfecting their fieldwork sketch technique  

Team Geography were very proud of the Year 11 Geogra-

phy students, particularly as site staff at the residential 

centre reported that “the maturity and background 

knowledge shown by the group was very impressive.”   

Ms Quinn would like to congratulate the students on 

how they conducted themselves and how they have sub-

sequently responded to fieldwork analysis in lessons.  

The Humanities team at Ark Acton would like to thank 

Mr Francis, Ms Porter, Ms Quinn, Mr McElwaine, Ms 

Cameron and Ms Stocks for donning their water-proofs 

and walking boots in order to lead Year 11 on such an 

exciting (and useful!) expedition. Students were very 

grateful for the experience, commenting: 

“I enjoyed seeing how the Geography knowledge we 

learn in the classroom can be used in real life.”  

“It was great to have the opportunity to learn in the 

fresh air.”  

 

 

Geography staff acknowledge that there are Y11 stu-

dents wanting extra revision and are pleased to an-

nounce that more information on revision opportunities 

will be coming soon.  

 

Geography 
 

Field Trip   



 

Twenty year 10’s have registered on 
the scheme this year and one year 12 
student. Training has been ongoing 
since October, and we are planning to 
do our first proper day expedition in 
the Chiltern hills on February 16th, 
weather permitting. 

From last year’s student so far we have 
14 out of 20 who have completed their 
award, and two more will probably fin-
ish by the end of this week. A massive 
well done to those students who will 
be receiving their certificates from the 
Mayor, at a presentation ceremony at 
the end of next month. (date to be con-
firmed) 

 

 

Ms Ryan  

Najma Abdulkadir 

Tarrin Arkinson 

Salihah Bachoo 

Francesca Birri 

Monica De-castro 

Monir Khamis 

Nela Korenica 

Aiysha McInnes 

Dior Raymond 

Evan Spencer 

Sinthuja Vijayakumaran 

Harsimar Wadhwa 

Caitlin Wales 

Mitchell Watson 

 

 

Character  



Our theme in the library for January is Science Fiction.  In 
the second half of January our recommended books of 
the week are: 

Witch and Wizard by James Patterson and a graphic nov-
el, The Judas Coin by Walter Simonson for the final week 
of the month.  These books are available to borrow from 
the library.  We have recently created a Word Wall in the 
library and we are encouraging students to come into the 
library and create a new word and include its definition 
to earn a merit.  Please encourage your child to visit the 
library and take part in this activity to improve their vo-
cabulary. 

Book of the Week 
 Monday 21st January 2019 

The world is changing - the government has seized control of 
every aspect of society, and now kids are disappearing. For 

fifteen-year-old Wisty and her older brother 
Whit, life turns upside-down when they are 
hauled out of bed one night, separated from 
their parents, and thrown into a secret com-
pound for no reason they can comprehend. 
The new government is clearly trying to 
suppress life, liberty ... and the pursuit of 
being a normal teenager. 
 
Imprisoned together and condemned to 

death, Wisty and Whit begin exhibiting strange abilities and 
powers they never dreamed of. Maybe there is a reason they 
were singled out. Can this newly discovered witch and a wizard 
master their skills in time to save themselves, their parents - 
and maybe the world? 

 

Monday 28th January 2019  

Firstly, this book may not be what you 
think or expect. It's not a Batman story 
featuring the return to the character by 
the great Walt Simonson, despite what the 
front cover shows. Secondly, it's not a Two 
Face story. 
 
Instead, it's a series of vignettes with a 
strand running through each, following the 
journey of a coin throughout the centuries. 
The coin is special, being one of those re-

ceived by Judas upon his betrayal of Christ, hence the title of 
this book. 
 
Once you understand what this is story is not, you can enjoy 
the story for what it is. This is a great graphic novel from a nar-
rative and artistic perspective. Plus, it's great to see Simonson 
back illustrating a main stream book again. 

Library  

Lost Property  

Please remind students to collect lost 

property from welfare.  

 

Water Bottle  

Students must have a water bottle on 
them every day, and keep it filled up. 
Symptoms of dehydration is the most 
common reason students attend wel-
fare. It is also part of the equipment 
list in their planners.  

 

Boosters  
Reminder to all year 10 parents. The 
consent form for the booster vaccina-
tions needs to be returned ASAP.  

If you have any queries please contact 
me at kmccullagh@arkacton.org 

Regards  

Ms McCullagh 

School Nurse  

Welfare  


