
 

Parent Bulletin 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the fortnightly Parent Bulletin for Ark 

Acton Academy.  Since the academy opened in 

September it has been an exceptionally busy time for 

both staff and students.  The transition to being part 

of the Ark Network of schools has meant a root and 

branch change in all aspects of the school from 

teaching and learning to IT and administrative 

systems.  These changes have been both exciting in 

providing a better education for the students in most 

areas of the academy, but also time consuming in 

switching to new systems.  I would like to thank 

parents for their support during this transition 

period. 

Since September the focus has been on improving the 

quality of teaching and learning at the academy with a 

relentless focus on increasing student progress. This 

has been a key part in embedding the academy’s 

vision.  In the ------ school weeks since students 

started the academic year we have established strong 

routines around the school and there is a calm and 

focused environment in which students are engaged 

in learning.  A major review of the curriculum has 

taken place and time is being invested in planning 

schemes of work, working from university level 

backwards to ensure that teaching takes students on a 

clearly mapped intellectual journey from Year 7 to 

Year 13.  

A huge commitment has been made to develop high 

quality teaching.  The academy is privileged to be 

working with the Institute for Teaching and 

benefitting from teacher coaching and professional 

development.  All teachers in the academy have 

coaching every week and the impact that this has 

already had on learning has been recognised by 

leaders and regional directors from the Ark Network. 

To keep parents updated on the progress that we are 

making towards embedding our academy vision a 

focus will be placed in each fortnightly Bulletin on 

one of the six pillars.  There will also be the 

opportunity to find out more through the half termly 

Parent Forum meetings.  Finally we welcome visitors 

who wish to see the academy at work each Tuesday 

morning between 9.00 and 10.30am. 

Ms Gill Stewart 

Acting Principal 

Academy Vision 

Ark Acton Academy believes in providing all 

students with an exceptional education based on 

strong foundations that ensure sustainable 

excellence.  The academy has at its heart six pillars: 

Strong Discipline 

Calm, purpose and order will be established 

through consistency of expectations and explicit 

teaching of discipline. 

 
Mastery Curriculum 
Our curriculum design will enable pupils to develop 
a framework of knowledge and understanding in 
each subject area that provides a solid foundation 
for further study. 
 
High Quality Teaching 
Teachers will be subject experts with an excellent 
understanding of the intellectual journey they are 
taking their pupils on and they will master the 
teaching skills to support this. 

 
Character Development and Key Learning 
Dispositions 
Pupils will develop characteristics that support 
their academic achievement, create thoughtful 
citizens and allow them to make reflective 
choices over their personal lives. 

 
Raising Aspirations and Enrichment  
Pupils will understand the opportunities that a 
school and university education will afford them in 
terms of careers and quality of life.  Pupils will 
develop their passions and interests through a high 
quality enrichment programme. 

 
Developing educational Leaders 
All members of staff will see themselves as leaders 
within an aligned community of professionals and 
will be systematically trained in best practice. 

 

 

 
Parent Forum 

Parent Forum Autumn Term 2 

Tuesday 11th December 2018  6.00 – 

7.00 pm   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight On…….. 

Assessment Point 

At Ark Acton Academy we are 

committed to developing character in 

each of our students. The character that 

we seek to build is based on: Curiosity, 

Honesty, Altruism, Reflectiveness, 

Adaptability, Courage, Tenacity, 

Empathy and Responsibility. These are 

the traits we see as vital to develop in 

our students to ensure that they can 

confidently thrive in and outside of 

school.  

Our vision for character is: Pupils 

develop the characteristics that 

support their academic achievement, 

create thoughtful citizens and allow 

them to make reflective choices over 

their personal lives.  

Our students receive 2 character 

sessions each week during tutor time 

and an assembly once a week based 

around one of our character traits. This 

term’s character focus is ‘adaptability’ 

which we believe is key as our students 

are currently adapting to the new 

school and routines. We hope you will 

reinforce the importance of 

‘adaptability’ at home and in your every 

day conversations with your child.  

CHARACTER FOCUS 

All students in the academy are currently sitting 

assessments.  Each year group has made a strong start to 

the fortnight of examinations.  Year 11 have been sitting 

their exam papers in the examination hall to support them 

in preparing for their GCSE exams next summer.  There is 

a calm and purposeful environment within the academy as 

students focus on improving their attainment. 

The examination timetable is on the academy website.  A 

clear focus has been placed on supporting students to 

revise.  Students have access to a number of online 

learning resources such as MyGCSE and Maths Watch.  

Both are excellent for supporting learning in Science and 

Maths.  Other subjects have provided students with 

revision packs or suggested revision guides, for example 

Collins AQA GCSE Revision for English Language and 

Literature. 

Please can parents ensure that their child has the correct 

equipment for the assessments: clear plastic pencil case, 

pens, pencils, ruler, maths set, scientific calculator.   

 

 

 Our student leaders: 

 

 

 

 

 

Abdul Aliyyu 

Mohamed 11Y 

HEAD BOY 

Monica De Castro 

11N 

HEAD GIRL 

Sameeul Islam  
11N 

Deputy Head Boy 

Karis Angus-Hill 
11M 

Deputy Head Girl 

Our senior prefects: 

 Francesca Birri  11O 
 Harsimar Wadhwa  11D 
 Sinthuja Vijayakumaran  11M 
 Caitlin Wales  11T 
 Amelie Minah  11T 
 Aiysha Mcinnes  11D 
 Ella Mae Torbett  11T 
 Kaltuun Adan  11N 
 Najma Abdulkadir  11D 
 Mitchell Watson  11T 

 Nela Korenica  11M 
 Shabnam Nazari  11C 
 Wiktoria Krzykala  11N 
 Akram Kassim  11A 
 Amalia Watson  11O 
 Henry Brearley  11C 
 Taylor Lindsey  11M 
 Dior Raymond  11R 
 Ducale Buraleh  11R 
 Mathew Mugwagwa  11R 
 Mansour Al Talha  11A 



 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts 

Rehearsals are well and truly underway for the Winter Concert which we are excited to be presenting on   

12th December 2018, 6-8pm.   The school will be hosting Primary Feeder Schools for a matinee performance 

on 13th December. 

Instrumental lessons are now taking place across all age groups and the talent within the academy is evident 

from the amazing practice sessions that are occurring. 

 

Sports 

The Year 11 Basketball team have started their season with games at Alec Reed Academy and Drayton Manor.  

The boys were disappointed that their first match ended in defeat but they are resolved to build on the strong 

performance that they gave. 

 

 

 

 

Shout Outs 

Year 12 Reading Leaders 
This year, we have launched a Year 12 leadership 
programme to encourage students to widen their 
participation through enrichment activities. These 
activities fall in to four categories, these include 
supporting local primary school students with 
reading, STEM activities, sports and promoting a 
culture of well-being. Year 12 reading leaders have 
started their project with our local primary feeder 
school, Berrymede. Their brief is to stretch and 
challenge high prior attaining students in Year 4 and 5 
in developing their analytical skills through poetry. In 
addition Year 12 students will be leading a range of 
exciting societies for KS3 and 4 students at lunchtimes 
and after school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary dates: 

Monday 19th – 23rd November:  School Assessment Fortnight (week 2) 

Wednesday 21st November:  Year 7  Tim Peake Space Bus 

Monday 26th November: Ark Network Day – school closed for staff professional development 

 

Advance notice: Parent Forum 6.00pm to 7.00pm Tuesday 11th December 2018 

 

 

 

 


