
 

 

 

 

Thursday 1st May 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I wanted to take this opportunity to formally introduce myself as the new Principal of Ark 

Acton Academy. I am very proud to be a part of Ark Acton and to play a role in securing the 

very best school for the community and our young people. I will write to you again more fully 

after the May half-term with our detailed plans for September 2019 but I wanted to write 

now to introduce myself to you all and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible 

over the remainder of this academic year.  

I have been resident in West London for over 10 years and both my children attend local 

community schools, so I am heavily committed to ensuring that Ark Acton provides the 

quality of education that we expect as parents. I have been deeply impressed with the 

politeness and maturity of the students I have met in my first week and am also pleased to 

see that they display a desire to be educated in a calm and purposeful environment whilst 

also displaying the independence of mind and spirit that we want our young people to 

develop as they grow into adulthood.  

The Senior Leadership Team are currently planning hard for next academic year to make 

sure that we hit the ground running and build upon all of the improvements that have 

already taken place. Our three core priorities are: 

1. Ensuring every teacher receives high-quality training to enable them to become 

highly effective. 

2. Ensuring that our curriculum is built around a mastery model in order that all pupils 

acquire knowledge that they cannot learn at home and that the specified curriculum 

knowledge is based on the most coherent and tested ways of conceptualising the 

world that we have that allows us to act with agency.  

3. Creating and maintaining a calm and scholarly atmosphere to ensure every student 

achieves beyond their expectations.  

As part of our commitment and in line with Ark’s belief that great schools have at their heart 

a calm and scholarly atmosphere, the Senior Leadership Team will be introducing some 

changes to life at Acton from September 2019 onwards. As such we will be strengthening the 

behaviour policy for September to tighten the rules around uniform and how we interact 

with one another as members of the same community. All students will receive further 

training on our behaviour expectations in September. I will update you on these changes 

before the new academic year begins. 

As an Ark school we are driven by the sole desire to provide a world class education for our 

pupils and I am very excited by the potential we have to become one of the very best schools 



in London. It is our desire that within three years every student leaves Ark Acton with the 

currency they need to access the next stage of their education and that they are set up to live 

a life of choice and opportunity. This requires them to not only achieve well in their 

examinations but to develop the strength of character required to become the best version of 

themselves. Ark Acton is a diverse and inclusive academy and we will be building on this 

over the coming years to guarantee that every student, regardless of their starting point, will 

receive great teaching and individual pastoral care to help them achieve. 

I am fully committed to the staff and students of Ark Acton and look forward to working 

together to create the school our young people deserve.  

Yours 

 

Oliver Knight 

Principal  

 


